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member of the news media the government’s needs in a particular investigation or prosecution, 

as well as its willingness to address the concerns of the member of the news media.   

(B)  The obligation to pursue negotiations with the affected member of the news media, 

unless excused by the Attorney General, is not intended to conflict with the requirement that 

members of the Department secure authorization from the Attorney General to question a 

member of the news media as required in paragraph (f)(1) of this section.  Accordingly, members 

of the Department do not need to secure authorization from the Attorney General to pursue 

negotiations. 

(iv)  The proposed subpoena generally should be limited to the verification of published 

information and to such surrounding circumstances as relate to the accuracy of the published 

information.     

(v) In investigations of unauthorized disclosures of national defense information or of 

classified information, where the Director of National Intelligence, after consultation with the 

relevant Department or agency head(s), certifies to the Attorney General the significance of the 

harm raised by the unauthorized disclosure and that the information disclosed was properly 

classified and reaffirms the intelligence community’s continued support for the investigation and 

prosecution, the Attorney General may authorize the Department, in such investigations, to issue 

subpoenas to members of the news media.  The certification will be sought not more than 30 

days prior to the submission of the approval request to the Attorney General.   

(vi)  Requests should be treated with care to avoid interference with ordinary newsgathering 

activities or claims of harassment.  

(vii) The proposed subpoena should be narrowly drawn.  It should be directed at material and 

relevant information regarding a limited subject matter, should cover a reasonably limited period 


















