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The purpose of this report is to develop a shared understanding of the current status of the pandemic at the national, regional, state and

local levels. We recognize that data at the state level may differ from that available at the federal level. Our objective is to use consistent

data sources and methods that allow for comparisons to be made across localities. We appreciate your continued support in identifying data

discrepancies and improving data completeness and sharing across systems. We look forward to your feedback.
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SUMMARY
• Texas continues to be in a full resurgence and mitigation efforts must intensify. Texas is in the red zone for cases, indicating 101 or more 

new cases per 100,000 population, with the 34th highest rate in the country. Texas is in the red zone for test positivity, indicating a rate at 
or above 10.1%, with the 21st highest rate in the country.

• Texas has seen an increase in new cases, stability in test positivity at a high level, and an ever rising, unsustainable increase in 
hospitalizations.

• The following three counties had the highest number of new cases over the last 3 weeks: 1. El Paso County, 2. Tarrant County, and 3. 
Dallas County. These counties represent 38.6% of new cases in Texas.

• 77% of all counties in Texas have moderate or high levels of community transmission (yellow, orange, or red zones), with 53% having high 
levels of community transmission (red zone).

• During the week of Nov 9 - Nov 15, 19% of nursing homes had at least one new resident COVID-19 case, 38% had at least one new staff 
COVID-19 case, and 6% had at least one new resident COVID-19 death.

• Texas had 258 new cases per 100,000 population, compared to a national average of 356 per 100,000.
• Current staff deployed from the federal government as assets to support the state response are: 62 to support medical activities from 

DoD; 48 to support operations activities from FEMA; 4 to support medical activities from ASPR; 10 to support operations activities from 
ASPR; 1 to support epidemiology activities from CDC; and 16 to support operations activities from USCG.

• The federal government has supported surge testing in Houston, TX and Waco, TX.
• Between Nov 14 - Nov 20, on average, 1108 patients with confirmed COVID-19 and 796 patients with suspected COVID-19 were reported 

as newly admitted each day to hospitals in Texas. This is an increase of 16% in total COVID-19 hospital admissions.

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Referring to the national profiles in the back of the packet, there is aggressive, rapid, and expanding community spread across the 

country, reaching over 2,000 counties. In states with aggressive mitigation, we are beginning to see the impact of that mitigation despite 
the cooling weather. We are also seeing stabilization in many European countries that implemented strong public and private mitigation, 
but preserved schooling. However, in many areas of the country, mitigation efforts are inadequate or too recently implemented to see a 
significant impact. All states and all counties must flatten the curve to sustain the health system for both COVID and non-COVID
emergencies.

• The silent community spread that precedes and continues to drive these surges can only be identified and interrupted through proactive, 
focused testing for both the identification of asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic individuals. This must be combined with significant 
behavior change of all Americans. Ensure masks at all times in public, increase physical distancing through significant reduction in 
capacity in public and private indoor spaces, and ensure every American understands the clear risks of ANY family or friend interactions 
outside of their immediate household indoors without masks.

• Aggressive weekly testing of all members staying on Tribal lands must occur to support ongoing mitigation efforts.
• Proactive weekly testing of groups representative of the community (teachers, community college students, county workers, staff in 

crowded or congregate settings, all hospital personnel, large private sector employers) will help identify the depth and breadth of 
community infection. These cases should be triangulated with cases among long-term care facility (LTCF) staff to identify geographic 
areas with high numbers of asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic cases, which should then trigger widespread testing, identification, and 
isolation of positive cases among community members, stopping ongoing spread. These efforts to identify and reduce asymptomatic 
transmission should run concurrently with testing of symptomatic persons and contact tracing of cases.

• Expanded, strategic use of point-of-care antigen tests with immediate results will be critical to expanding this model into the community; 
these tests should be used among all individuals independent of symptoms in orange and red counties in Texas.

• Antigen tests perform well in the highly infectious window and will be effective in identification of the asymptomatic and pre-
symptomatic infectious cases.

• Antigen tests do not perform well after 8-10 days post infection when nucleic acid cycle times are >30.
• Proactive testing must be part of the mitigation efforts inclusive of universal masking, physical distancing, and hand hygiene.
• We need to protect those we are thankful for in our families and communities. Ensure indoor masking around vulnerable family members 

during any gatherings due to significant amount of virus circulating and the high rate of asymptomatic and undiagnosed infections 
among family and community members. Public spaces where masking is not possible must have a significant reduction in capacity or
close.

• New hospital admissions in Texas continue to surge to unsustainable levels and statewide mitigation must increase.
• There are early signs of reduced N95, gown, and glove supply in specific hospitals’ reporting. Please contact all hospitals reporting less 

than one week’s supply to confirm data; contact the regional FEMA office for support if this supply issue is confirmed.
• Ensure all universities returning in the winter move to mandatory weekly testing of all on and off campus students. Planning for that 

must begin now.
• There continue to be high levels of positive staff at LTCF, indicative of continued and unmitigated community spread in these geographic 

locations.
• Specific, detailed guidance on community mitigation measures can be found on the CDC website.

TEXAS

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
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SNFs WITH ≥1 NEW 
RESIDENT COVID-19 CASE

19% +3%* 21% 22%

SNFs WITH ≥1 NEW STAFF 
COVID-19 CASE

38% +9%* 42% 43%

SNFs WITH ≥1 NEW 
RESIDENT COVID-19 DEATH

6% +1%* 7% 7%

STATE

STATE, % CHANGE 
FROM PREVIOUS 

WEEK
FEMA/HHS 

REGION UNITED STATES

NEW COVID-19 CASES 
(RATE PER 100,000) 

74,712
(258)

+16%
143,331

(336)
1,169,615

(356)

VIRAL (RT-PCR) LAB 
TEST POSITIVITY RATE

13.0% -0.8%* 12.7% 10.5%

TOTAL VIRAL (RT-PCR) LAB 
TESTS (TESTS PER 100,000) 

544,774**
(1,879**)

+5%**
836,438**
(1,958**)

10,032,677**
(3,057**)

COVID-19 DEATHS 
(RATE PER 100,000)

969
(3.3)

+27%
1,728
(4.0)

9,981
(3.0)

* Indicates absolute change in percentage points.
** Due to delayed reporting, this figure may underestimate total diagnostic tests and week-on-week changes in diagnostic tests.

DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS

Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases and Deaths: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported 
directly by the state. Data is through 11/20/2020; previous week is 11/7 - 11/13.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 11/18/2020. Previous week is 11/5 - 11/11.
SNFs: Skilled nursing facilities. National Healthcare Safety Network. Data are reported separately for cases among residents and staff. Data is through 
11/15/2020, previous week is 11/2-11/8. Facilities that are undergoing reporting quality review are not included in the table, but may be included in 
other NHSN analyses.
Admissions: Unified hospitalization dataset in HHS Protect. These data exclude psychiatric, rehabilitation, and religious non-medical hospitals. 
Hospitals explicitly identified by states/regions as those from which we should not expect reports were excluded from the totals. Totals include 
confirmed and suspected COVID-19 admissions.
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TOTAL NEW COVID-19 
HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS

(RATE PER 100 BEDS)

13,322
(22)

+16%
(+10%)

20,191
(21)

136,015
(19)
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DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS

Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported 
directly by the state. Data is through 11/20/2020.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 11/18/2020.
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Top counties based on greatest number of 
new cases in last three weeks (10/31 - 11/20)
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DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS

Hospitalizations: Unified hospitalization dataset in HHS Protect. These data exclude psychiatric, rehabilitation, and religious non-medical hospitals. 
Hospitals explicitly identified by states/regions as those from which we should not expect reports were excluded from the percent reporting figure. 
Anomalous confirmed admissions for the 18-19 year-old age group in TX on 8/15 have been corrected. We look forward to working to improve data 
quality.
PPE: Unified hospitalization dataset in HHS Protect. These data exclude psychiatric, rehabilitation, and religious non-medical hospitals. Hospitals 
explicitly identified by states/regions as those from which we should not expect reports were excluded from the percent reporting figure. Values 
presented show the latest reports from hospitals in the week ending 11/18/2020.

457 hospitals are expected to report in Texas
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* Localities with fewer than 10 cases last week have been excluded from these alerts.
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Note: Lists of red, orange, and yellow localities are sorted by the number of new cases in the last 3 weeks, from highest to lowest. Some dates may have 
incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Cases and Deaths: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported 
directly by the state. Data is through 11/20/2020.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 11/18/2020.

COVID-19 COUNTY AND METRO ALERTS*
Top 12 shown in table (full lists below)

METRO AREA (CBSA) COUNTIES

LOCALITIES 
IN RED 

ZONE
50
▲ (+4)

Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington
El Paso
Lubbock
San Antonio-New Braunfels
Amarillo
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission
Waco
Laredo
Wichita Falls
Abilene
Corpus Christi
Brownsville-Harlingen

135
▲ (+21)

El Paso
Tarrant
Dallas
Lubbock
Bexar
Hidalgo
Collin
Randall
Denton
Potter
McLennan
Webb

LOCALITIES 
IN ORANGE 

ZONE
17
▲ (+2)

Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land
Beaumont-Port Arthur
Killeen-Temple
Odessa
Huntsville
Del Rio
Brenham
Pecos
Mount Pleasant
Uvalde
Palestine
Sulphur Springs

40
▼ (-2)

Harris
Ector
Galveston
Fort Bend
Bell
Midland
Jones
Comal
Guadalupe
Walker
Val Verde
Washington

LOCALITIES 
IN YELLOW 

ZONE
3

▼ (-5)

Austin-Round Rock-Georgetown
College Station-Bryan
Kingsville

21
▼ (-5)

Travis
Williamson
Jefferson
Brazos
Hays
Young
Bastrop
Harrison
Kleberg
Liberty
Crane
Polk

Change from previous week’s alerts: ▲ Increase ■ Stable ▼ Decrease

All Red CBSAs: Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, El Paso, Lubbock, San Antonio-New Braunfels, Amarillo, McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Waco, Laredo, Wichita Falls, Abilene, Corpus Christi, Brownsville-Harlingen, 
Sherman-Denison, Midland, Plainview, Tyler, Longview, Pampa, Granbury, Paris, San Angelo, Levelland, Brownwood, Victoria, Eagle Pass, Texarkana, Big Spring, Stephenville, Athens, Snyder, Andrews, Rio 
Grande City-Roma, Alice, Borger, Lamesa, Corsicana, Vernon, Dumas, Lufkin, Sweetwater, Hereford, Mineral Wells, Gainesville, Kerrville, Bonham, El Campo, Bay City, Raymondville, Fredericksburg, Pearsall
All Orange CBSAs: Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, Beaumont-Port Arthur, Killeen-Temple, Odessa, Huntsville, Del Rio, Brenham, Pecos, Mount Pleasant, Uvalde, Palestine, Sulphur Springs, 
Nacogdoches, Beeville, Jacksonville, Zapata, Port Lavaca
All Red Counties: El Paso, Tarrant, Dallas, Lubbock, Bexar, Hidalgo, Collin, Randall, Denton, Potter, McLennan, Webb, Wichita, Montgomery, Nueces, Ellis, Brazoria, Cameron, Grayson, Hale, Smith, Johnson, 
Parker, Taylor, Gray, Childress, Kaufman, Rockwall, Hood, Lamar, Hunt, Tom Green, Hockley, Brown, Gregg, Victoria, Wise, Maverick, Bowie, Howard, Erath, Henderson, Lamb, Scurry, Andrews, Van Zandt, 
Starr, Coryell, Terry, Gaines, Chambers, Orange, Hardin, Hutchinson, Dawson, Yoakum, Hill, Navarro, San Patricio, Burnet, Jim Wells, Montague, Wilbarger, Moore, Angelina, Nolan, Wood, Deaf Smith, 
Brewster, San Saba, Pecos, Lavaca, Palo Pinto, Cooke, Burleson, Kerr, Ward, Fannin, Atascosa, Bailey, Rusk, Wheeler, Wharton, Clay, Castro, Winkler, Lynn, Jackson, Presidio, Parmer, Bosque, Hemphill, 
Matagorda, Zavala, Madison, DeWitt, Mitchell, Swisher, Martin, Houston, Grimes, Coleman, Eastland, Willacy, Gonzales, Hamilton, Limestone, Duval, Sutton, Archer, Somervell, Reagan, Gillespie, Falls, Frio, 
Jack, Stephens, Callahan, McCulloch, Rains, Colorado, Floyd, Schleicher, Culberson, Kimble, Dimmit, Lipscomb, Concho, Camp, Hall, Coke, Carson, Menard, Refugio, Collingsworth
All Orange Counties: Harris, Ector, Galveston, Fort Bend, Bell, Midland, Jones, Comal, Guadalupe, Walker, Val Verde, Washington, Reeves, Cass, Uvalde, Titus, Anderson, Wilson, Hopkins, Nacogdoches, 
Caldwell, Kendall, Upshur, Waller, Medina, Llano, Bee, Zapata, Cherokee, Calhoun, Fayette, Lampasas, Comanche, Live Oak, Bandera, Morris, Lee, Karnes, Tyler, Jeff Davis
All Yellow Counties: Travis, Williamson, Jefferson, Brazos, Hays, Young, Bastrop, Harrison, Kleberg, Liberty, Crane, Polk, Milam, Mason, Mills, Austin, Robertson, Runnels, Trinity, Upton, La Salle
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DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS

Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match 
those reported directly by the state. Data is through 11/20/2020. Last 3 weeks is 10/31 - 11/20.

Top 12 counties based on number of new cases in the 
last 3 weeks
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CASE RATES AND VIRAL LAB TEST POSITIVITY

COVID-19

NEW CASES PER 100,000 VIRAL (RT-PCR) LABORATORY TEST 
POSITIVITY

NEW CASES PER 100,000 
ONE MONTH BEFORE

VIRAL (RT-PCR) LABORATORY TEST 
POSITIVITY ONE MONTH BEFORE

DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported
directly by the state. Data is through 11/20/2020. The week one month before is 10/17 - 10/23.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 11/18/2020. The week one month before is 
10/15 - 10/21.
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National Picture
NATIONAL 

RANKING OF 
NEW CASES 
PER 100,000

Europe is experiencing a fall surge similar to the USA and is showing early signs of 
improvement through country-specific mitigation efforts.

• 80% (48/60 countries) require wearing masks in all public settings
• Most countries have imposed fines for non-compliance

• 93% (56/60) have significant restrictions on gathering size
• 63% (38/60) have some form of nonessential business closures, initially focused on 

bars and reducing restaurant capacity
• 60% (37/60) have some form of entertainment or public space restriction
• 65% (39/60) have deployed a contact tracing app

NEW CASES PER 100,000

DATA SOURCES
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week 
changes.

Cases: County-level data from USAFacts through 11/20/2020.
European community mitigation information sourced from European CDC — Situation Update Worldwide.
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National
Rank State

1 ND

2 WY

3 SD

4 MN

5 IA

6 NE

7 MT

8 WI

9 UT

10 NM

11 IN

12 KS

13 IL

14 RI

15 CO

16 AK

17 ID

18 MO

19 MI

20 OK

21 LA

22 TN

23 OH

24 KY

25 NV

26 AR

27 WV

28 CT

29 PA

30 AZ

31 NJ

32 DE

33 MS

34 TX

35 MA

36 MD

37 FL

38 AL

39 NC

40 SC

41 NH

42 CA

43 WA

44 NY

45 OR

46 VA

47 DC

48 GA

49 VT

50 ME

51 HI
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National Picture

ONE MONTH BEFORE TWO MONTHS BEFORE

NEW CASES PER 100,000 IN THE WEEK:

THREE MONTHS BEFORE FOUR MONTHS BEFORE

FIVE MONTHS BEFORE SIX MONTHS BEFORE

DATA SOURCES
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week 
changes.

Cases: County-level data from USAFacts through 11/20/2020. The week one month before is 10/17 - 10/23; the week two months before 
is 9/19 - 9/25; the week three months before is 8/22 - 8/28; the week four months before is 7/25 - 7/31; the week five months before is 
6/27 - 7/3; the week six months before is 5/30 - 6/5.
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National Picture

ONE MONTH BEFORE THREE MONTHS BEFORETWO MONTHS BEFORE

VIRAL (RT-PCR) LAB TEST POSITIVITY NATIONAL RANKING OF TEST 
POSITIVITY

VIRAL (RT-PCR) LAB TEST POSITIVITY IN THE WEEK:

DATA SOURCES
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week 
changes.

Testing: Combination of CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data and HHS Protect laboratory 
data (provided directly to Federal Government from public health labs, hospital labs, and commercial labs) through 11/18/2020. Tthe 
week one month before is 10/15 - 10/21; the week two months before is 9/17 - 9/23; the week three months before is 8/20 - 8/26.

National
Rank State

1 MT

2 ID

3 IA

4 KS

5 MO

6 NE

7 OK

8 UT

9 SD

10 NM

11 IN

12 NV

13 TN

14 MN

15 WI

16 WY

17 IL

18 MI

19 ND

20 KY

21 TX

22 CO

23 OH

24 MS

25 AL

26 PA

National
Rank State

27 AZ

28 SC

29 AR

30 CT

31 VA

32 NJ

33 MD

34 AK

35 OR

36 NC

37 FL

38 LA

39 GA

40 WV

41 WA

42 NH

43 RI

44 DE

45 CA

46 NY

47 MA

48 ME

49 DC

50 VT

51 HI
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National Picture

ONE MONTH BEFORE THREE MONTHS BEFORETWO MONTHS BEFORE

NEW DEATHS PER 100,000 NATIONAL RANKING OF NEW 
DEATHS PER 100,000

NEW DEATHS PER 100,000 IN THE WEEK:

DATA SOURCES
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week 
changes.

Deaths: County-level data from USAFacts through 11/20/2020. The week one month before is 10/17 - 10/23; the week two months before 
is 9/19 - 9/25; the week three months before is 8/22 - 8/28.

National
Rank State

1 SD

2 ND

3 MT

4 WY

5 LA

6 WI

7 IL

8 NE

9 NM

10 AR

11 IA

12 MN

13 KS

14 ID

15 TN

16 IN

17 MI

18 AL

19 CO

20 MS

21 WV

22 RI

23 PA

24 TX

25 MA

26 MO

National
Rank State

27 NV

28 OK

29 KY

30 CT

31 SC

32 NC

33 AZ

34 UT

35 OH

36 NJ

37 FL

38 MD

39 GA

40 DC

41 VA

42 OR

43 NY

44 WA

45 DE

46 CA

47 ME

48 NH

49 VT

50 AK

51 HI
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METHODS

Metric
Dark 

Green
Light 
Green

Yellow Orange Light Red Red Dark Red

New cases per 100,000 population per 
week

≤4 5 – 9 10 – 50 51 – 100 101 – 199 200 – 499 ≥500

Percent change in new cases per 100,000 
population

≤-26% -25% – -11% -10% – 0% 1% – 10% 11% – 99% 100% – 999% ≥1000%

Diagnostic test result positivity rate ≤2.9% 3.0% – 4.9% 5.0% – 7.9% 8.0% – 10.0% 10.1% – 19.9% ≥20.0%

Change in test positivity ≤-2.1% -2.0% – -0.6% -0.5% – 0.0% 0.1% – 0.5% 0.6% – 2.0% ≥2.1%

Total diagnostic tests resulted per 
100,000 population per week

≥2001 1001 – 2000 750 – 1000 500 – 749 250 – 499 ≤249

Percent change in tests per 100,000 
population

≥26% 11% – 25% 1% – 10% -10% – 0% -25% – -11% ≤-26%

COVID-19 deaths per 100,000 population 
per week

0.0 0.1 – 1.0 1.1 – 2.0 2.1 – 3.0 ≥3.1

Percent change in deaths per 100,000 
population

≤-26% -25% – -11% -10% – 0% 1% – 10% 11% – 25% ≥26%

Skilled Nursing Facilities with at least 
one resident COVID-19 case, death

0% 1% – 5% ≥6%

Change in SNFs with at least one 
resident COVID-19 case, death

≤-2% -1% – 1% ≥2%

Total new COVID-19 hospital admissions 
per 100 beds

≤2 3 – 5 6 – 10 11 – 20 21 – 30 ≥31

Change in total new COVID-19 hospital 
admissions per 100 beds

≤-26% -25% – -11% -10% – 0% 1% – 10% 11% – 25% ≥26%
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• Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays and/or differences in state reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-
week changes. It is critical that states provide as up-to-date data as possible. Figures and values may also differ from state reports due to differing 
methodologies.

• Color threshold values are rounded before color classification.
• Cases and deaths: County-level data from USAFacts as of 19:25 EST on 11/22/2020. State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data 

from USAFacts. Data are reviewed on a daily basis against internal and verified external sources and, if needed, adjusted.
• Testing: The data presented represent viral COVID-19 laboratory diagnostic and screening test (reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction, 

RT-PCR) results—not individual people—and exclude antibody and antigen tests, unless stated otherwise. CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab 
Reporting) state health department-reported data are used to describe county-level viral COVID-19 RT-PCR result totals when  information is 
available on patients’ county of residence or healthcare providers’ practice location. HHS Protect laboratory data (provided directly to Federal 
Government from public health labs, hospital labs, and commercial labs) are used otherwise. Because the data are deidentified, total RT-PCR tests 
are the number of tests performed, not the number of individuals tested. RT-PCR test positivity rate is the number of positive tests divided by the 
number of tests performed and resulted. Last week data are from 11/12 to 11/18; previous week data are from 11/5 to 11/11; the week one month 
before data are from 10/15 to 10/21. HHS Protect data is recent as of 12:03 EST on 11/22/2020. Testing data are inclusive of everything received and 
processed by the CELR system as of 19:00 EST on 11/21/2020.

• Hospitalizations: Unified hospitalization dataset in HHS Protect. These data exclude psychiatric, rehabilitation, and religious non-medical 
hospitals. In addition, hospitals explicitly identified by states/regions as those from which we should not expect reports were excluded from the 
percent reporting figure. The data presented represents raw data provided; we are working diligently with state liaisons to improve reporting 
consistency. Data is recent as of 18:06 EST on 11/22/2020.

• Hospital PPE: Unified hospitalization dataset in HHS Protect. This figure may differ from state data due to differences in hospital lists and
reporting between federal and state systems. These data exclude psychiatric, rehabilitation, and religious non-medical hospitals. Hospitals 
explicitly identified by states/regions as those from which we should not expect reports were excluded from the percent reporting figure. Data is 
recent as of 18:25 EST on 11/21/2020.

• Skilled Nursing Facilities: National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN). Data report resident and staff cases independently. Quality checks are 
performed on data submitted to the NHSN. Data that fail these quality checks or appear inconsistent with surveillance protocols may be excluded 
from analyses. Data presented in this report are more recent than data publicly posted by CMS. Last week is 11/9-11/15, previous week is 11/2-
11/8. Facilities that are undergoing reporting quality review are not included in the table, but may be included in other NHSN analyses.

• County and Metro Area Color Categorizations
• Red Zone: Those core-based statistical areas (CBSAs) and counties that during the last week reported both new cases at or above 101 per 

100,000 population, and a lab test positivity result at or above 10.1%.
• Orange Zone: Those CBSAs and counties that during the last week reported both new cases between 51–100 per 100,000 population, and 

a lab test positivity result between 8.0–10.0%, or one of those two conditions and one condition qualifying as being in the “Red Zone.”
• Yellow Zone: Those CBSAs and counties that during the last week reported both new cases between 10–50 per 100,000 population, and a 

lab test positivity result between 5.0–7.9%, or one of those two conditions and one condition qualifying as being in the “Orange Zone” or 
“Red Zone.”
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