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Al:
 
Looping in my colleague Jeff Bechdel.  Jeff works in our strategic communications and
interacts directly with press on issues related to energy.  He is getting inquiries from
friendly press about how this impacts local oil and gas based communities.  I know you
and the Mayor (as well as CDOD) have been getting calls – but wanted to loop in Jeff.  I
believe the Washington Examiner is looking to do a story on the negative impacts of
these executive orders and I thought it might be a good opportunity to get our story out to
a wider audience.
 
Jeff
 
From: Allen Davis <ardavis@co.eddy.nm.us>
Date: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 at 12:23 PM
To: "Murray, Jeff" <Jeff.Murray@fticonsulting.com>, Office
<mayor.office@cityofcarlsbadnm.com>, John Waters
<john.waters@developcarlsbad.org>, Kyle Marksteiner
<kmarksteiner@cityofcarlsbadnm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FACT SHEET: President Biden to Take Action to Uphold
Commitment to Restore Balance on Public Lands and Waters, Invest in Clean
Energy Future
 
Jeff – this news is exceptionally disappointing and the content in the announcement
is clearly biased, and not representative of what’s actually occurring here in the
County.  The announcement also appears to be open ended.  There was no
duration included in the information on the pause.
 
We’ve already seen evidence of the impacts the 60 day moratorium on approvals
has had.  This announcement will certainly exacerbate the issue to where more
work, jobs and companies will exit Eddy and Lea County’s in favor of pursuing their
opportunity across the state line in Texas.
 
The message couldn’t be more clear, southeast New Mexico is not a business
friendly for an industry that has sustained the State of New Mexico finances for
decades.  The claims made in the announcement about jobs being created to
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replace those lost would seem pretty hollow considering they won’t help the person
that’s been shut down and put out of work today.  Those individuals and families are
the first casualties of a misinformed or uninformed group who have never laid eyes
on the realities of what it takes to deliver energy for their convenience.
 
Sad commentary indeed…
 
Allen Davis
Eddy County Manager
 

(575) 887-9511 (o)
(575) 988-5687 (m)
ardavis@co.eddy.nm.us
 
From: Murray, Jeff <Jeff.Murray@fticonsulting.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 8:37 AM
To: Office <mayor.office@cityofcarlsbadnm.com>; Allen Davis
<ardavis@co.eddy.nm.us>; John Waters <john.waters@developcarlsbad.org>; Kyle
Marksteiner <kmarksteiner@cityofcarlsbadnm.com>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] FACT SHEET: President Biden to Take Action to Uphold
Commitment to Restore Balance on Public Lands and Waters, Invest in Clean Energy
Future
 
Wanted to make sure you saw this.
 
 
From: "U.S. Department of the Interior" <info@updates.interior.gov>
Reply-To: "info@updates.interior.gov" <info@updates.interior.gov>
Date: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 at 10:32 AM
To: "Murray, Jeff" <Jeff.Murray@fticonsulting.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FACT SHEET: President Biden to Take Action to Uphold
Commitment to Restore Balance on Public Lands and Waters, Invest in Clean
Energy Future
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Date: Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021 
Contact: Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov

FACT SHEET: President Biden to Take Action to Uphold
Commitment to Restore Balance on Public Lands and

Waters, Invest in Clean Energy Future

WASHINGTON, D.C. — President Joe Biden will sign an Executive Order today that will
help restore balance on public lands and waters, create jobs, and provide a path to align the
management of America’s public lands and waters with our nation’s climate, conservation,
and clean energy goals.

In implementing the Executive Order, the Department of the Interior will engage diverse
stakeholders across the country, as well as conduct formal consultation with Tribes in
recognition of the U.S. government’s trust responsibilities.

HITTING PAUSE ON NEW OIL AND GAS LEASING

The Executive Order will direct the Department of the Interior to pause new oil and natural
gas leasing on public lands and offshore waters, concurrent with a comprehensive review of
the federal oil and gas program. The targeted pause does not impact existing operations
or permits for valid, existing leases, which are continuing to be reviewed and approved. The
order does not restrict energy activities on private or state lands, or lands that the United
States holds in trust or restricted status for Tribes or individual Indians.

The President’s action will provide a chance to review the federal oil and gas program to
ensure that it serves the public interest and to restore balance on America’s public lands
and waters to benefit current and future generations. Fossil fuel extraction on public lands
accounts for nearly a quarter of all U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. Irresponsible leasing of
public lands and waters impacts communities’ access to clean air, clean water, and outdoor
recreation; carves up important wildlife habitat; and threatens cultural and sacred sites.
Multiple bills in Congress have been introduced in recent years to reform the outdated
program, including those to better ensure the public is not shut out of land management and
leasing decisions; to address the mounting cleanup and remediation costs of orphan wells
scattered across the country; and to provide a fair return to taxpayers for the use of their
resources.
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The oil and gas industry has stockpiled millions of acres of leases on public lands
and waters.

Onshore, of the more than 26 million acres under lease to the oil and gas industry,
nearly 13.9 million (or 53%) of those acres are unused and non-producing.

Offshore, of the more than 12 million acres of public waters under lease, over 9.3
million (or 77%) of those acres are unused and non-producing.

Onshore and offshore, the oil and gas industry is sitting on approximately 7,700
unused, approved permits to drill.

The Trump administration conducted a fire sale of public lands and waters, offering
more than 25 million acres onshore during the past four years, 5.6 million of which were
purchased. Offshore, more than 78 million acres were offered for lease to oil, gas, and
mineral development offshore, and only 5 million acres were purchased.

CREATING JOBS BY INVESTING IN RENEWABLE ENERGY & RESTORATION

As part of President Biden’s efforts to Build Back Better and pursue a clean energy future,
the administration has committed to making investments to create millions of family-
supporting and union jobs in clean energy generation, land restoration, abandoned mine
cleanup, plugging of orphan oil and gas wells, energy efficiency, clean transportation,
advanced manufacturing, and sustainable agriculture across America. Today’s Executive
Order will call for the Interior Department to identify steps to accelerate responsible
development of renewable energy on public lands and waters, including setting a goal to
double renewable energy production from offshore wind by 2030. The Department will
immediately begin a review of processes and procedures to date as it re-invests in a
rigorous renewable energy program.

It also calls for the establishment of a new Climate Conservation Corps Initiative to put a
new generation of Americans to work conserving and restoring public lands and waters,
increasing reforestation, increasing carbon sequestration in the agricultural sector,
protecting biodiversity, improving access to recreation, and addressing the changing
climate.

CONSERVING 30% OF AMERICA’S LANDS AND OCEAN BY 2030

The Executive Action will direct the Interior Department to outline steps to achieve the
President’s commitment to conserve at least 30% each of our lands and waters by the year
2030, as recommended by scientists, in order to safeguard our health, food supplies,
biodiversity, and the prosperity of every community. Interior will undertake the process with
broad engagement, including agricultural and forest landowners, fishermen, outdoor
enthusiasts, sovereign Tribal nations, States, Territories, local officials, and others to identify
strategies that reflect the priorities of all communities.

The Biden Administration will work to achieve this 30x30 goal by supporting local, state,
private, and tribally led nature conservation and restoration efforts that are underway
across America. Over the coming months, Interior will evaluate how to best measure and
assess the country’s progress toward the 30x30 goal, to properly account for the many



U.S. Department of the Interior | 1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC

innovative and effective ways that communities are conserving their lands and waters for
current and future generations. Interior will consider ways to achieve more equitable access
to nature and its benefits for all people in America.

Approximately 60% of land in the continental U.S. is in a natural state, but we are
losing a football field worth of it every 30 seconds. The decline of nature threatens
wildlife; across the globe, approximately one million animal and plant species are at risk of
extinction in the coming decades, including one-third of U.S. wildlife.

The U.S. Geological Survey reports that only 12% of lands are permanently protected.
Studies show that roughly 23% of America’s ocean is currently strongly protected, with the
vast majority of ocean protections found in the western Pacific Ocean.

###

About the U.S. Department of Interior

The Department of the Interior (DOI) conserves and manages the Nation’s natural resources and cultural heritage for
the benefit and enjoyment of the American people, provides scientific and other information about natural resources
and natural hazards to address societal challenges and create opportunities for the American people, and honors the
Nation’s trust responsibilities or special commitments to American Indians, Alaska Natives, and affiliated island
communities to help them prosper.
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