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THE POWER OF ONE PLUS ONE

I am humbled to follow your speaker of last year. She had a remarkable

personal suffering, growth and forgiveness. She lead, through example, by

grief and suffering of war to give courage, example and forgiveness to othdrs.

story of

overcoming the

When Jim Houston asked if [ would speak to you [ blanched at the thought of what a judge

might have to add to such a dramatic story, The answer is-nothing that drajmatic. But even

for a stodgy Judge God has forced me into situations where the magnificence of his presence

has been undeniably clear. Part of this revelation has been through friends ljke

James Houston.

yaur own Dr,

Another source was through a remarkable friend and neighbor, Dr, Will; Unsoeld, who taught

at a local college, had an earned Doctorate in Theology and Philosophy and was also one of a

two man team who were the first persons to climb the North face of Mt. Everest, We

belonged to a smal] fellowship group in Olympia where Willi occasionally sent
pieces intended as the lead in to our discussions. In one he spoke of his incr
experience encounters with the sacred in traditional places of worship but fouy

n

experience among the bare austerities of God’s high places.

out thought

ing failure to

d that

Idea of the

Holy. There Otto attempted an analysis of those qualities of the sacred of which we had

ery, power
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certain that Willi referred to. An unusual thing did happen, however , of ar entirely different

ing, j helm
nature from what I expected. One morning just as dawn broke on the ocean [ was at the

Az

of the boat steering down towering seas with the spinnaker set, catapulting us down thatface

of one wave after another. I found myself singing at the top of my lungs songs from earlier
days in Sunday School that I thought I had entirely forgotten. They were IThis is my Fathers

Worldl and IThere is a Wideness to God's Mercy like the Wideness of the Sea. There i not

time this morning to go over all the words to those magnificent hymns but 4 few lines will
suffice . The last verse of This is my Father's world, after recognizing his handiwork in all
about us in the first three, affirms: IThis is my father's world, O let me ne'er forget. That
though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet. This is my Father's world: the

battle is not done; Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heaven be one.

of the forgiveness of God. The first and last verses Capture the essence of thdt message. They
say IThere is a wideness in God's mercy Like the Wideness of the sea; There's a kindness in
his justice Which is more than liberty. If our love were but more simple, We

ould take him
at his word, And our lives would be all sunshine in the sweetness of our Lord|}

As I reflected after the conclusion of the race about my lack of a life changing imystical

experience, I realized that in the words of these two simple hymns could be found much of

the wonder and mystery that Otto was referring to.

But later experiences in dealing with children and adults in court convinced meithat the

overwhelming power of the Holy is found not only in nature, but in the lives of His creation




and that we can never be certain of what the effect of that power will be unlLs

opportunity to manifest itself.

A few years after I began service on the King County Superior Court, I was
one of the most notorious murder trials in that county. Don Anthony White

innocent people in Seattle a few days after his release from the reformatory.

S we give it an

signed to retry

illed two

€ was a young

black man with an 1.Q. of over 180 who had serious mental health problems. Before his tenth

birthday, those who participated in treatment programs with White, predict

seriously injure or kill someone. After spending substantial time in juvenile t¢

he would

eatment

facilities, White was eventually committed to the State reformatory. Following a short term at

the reformatory, White was released and while enroute back to Seattle, ke pal

mental hospital, stating that he belonged in the hospital rather than on the str

At the time of his first trial, White was so out of control that his attorney,
in the courtroom, feared for his own life. The jury was quick to enfer a verdict
concluded that the death sentence would be imposed. The verdict followed te:
White was irreversibly psychotic. At the end of that trial, White had enough in
acts to comment to his attorney that Idying is not enoughl and that he was pre
what he could to help society understand the reasons for what occurred. The

failed to inquire into White's ability to participate in his own defense at that tri

years later the federal courts granted him a new trial. One of the principal wit

inted to a State

eets of Seattle.

seafed next to him

of guilty and

stimony that

sight into hys
pared to do
first trial judge
gl and eight

ness in the

Federal habeas-corpus proceeding was the first trial Judge who testified that W
OwWn worst enemy, a wanton and brutal person. Had White acted as he did thre
the federal court hearing,

penalty in the state court, Finally,

the trial judge believed he would not have been given

thite was his
P years later at

the death

the judge stated: As I observed, I could see ro evidence of




Don offering any constructive help to himself or his attorneys at his trial. He ac

he didn't care or have any remorse for his action.

During White's eight years on death row he was visited by a number of peoplﬁ

ted as thoughd

who observed

his loneliness and isolation.One of his visitors was the reporter for the newspaper who

reported on White' first trial. As an active Catholic layman be believed that the
one person who could bring the reality of god's love to White might have an im|
else could. He soon was joined by the Archbishop of the area for the Catholic ¢
were also made by members of many faiths. During this time there were remarl
in White. He studied architecture and became an accomplished painter, able ta

painting many of the conflicts that tormented his soul.

Following, the reversal of his first conviction by the federal court, I presided at
trial. The evidence was much the same as in the first trial except White admitts
committed the murders. His appearance and demeanor were remarkably differe

attorney attempted to enter a plea that he was not guilty by reason of mental ir|

presence of
pact no one
thurch. Visits
kable changes

portray in

the second
*d he
rnt. When his

responsibility

at the time of the act, yet safe to be at-large, White refused to enter the plea, stating he was

not yet safe to be at-large. The jury observed these changes and although a ver

dict of guilty

was entered, ti®y took only a short time to conclude the death penalty should pot be

imposed.

White subsequently served out his life sentence with time allowed off for good|

behavior.

Alfter his release he successfully integrated into the community. During his time in prison, he

graduated from high school and correspondence school. Later he was on the dean’s list of a

college in the town where the prison was located. Most telling was that on his

release, While













he has fought his entire life. He saw the Commission as the outcome of 2 choice to be made
by his country over whether it could be consumed by bitterness over injustice|or purified
through suffering that leads to reconciliation. He urged people not to offer simplistic
explanations of suffe:i;z saying, '{Nothing makes religion so unattractive as the kind of people
who come around 21 say. Jit’s God's wi!l‘fl‘utu puts the events of Don White's life into
perspective by noting that forgiveness is releasing the perpetrator into the possibility of a

new beginning.

Central to Tutu's theology is a God who suffers with the sufferer, He relates the story in the
Book of Daniel where three friends are throw into the fiery furnace by the Kirg. The king
approaches the furnace and see four figures. Tutu affirms that the God I believe in is a dying
God who dies with us. As a Christian, I would say dies and rises.

Ths LiglrF

% spoke of the lessons taught by Job, one of Jim Houston's great themes, where as he
relates, one of the wonderful things about the Book of Job is that it doesn't answer questions.
Those friends who were supposed to be Orthodox were saying to Job, *7ou suffer because
you're evil.¥ And Job says 11 know I'm not evilf, In the end, God does not give|an answer

that says ¥ou are righi‘f-—You are wrong.lflt 's (Who are you to askl’

Some of the themes from Tutus experiences are the Easters after the Good Fridays ,and the

freedom that can lead to forgiveness. In speaking of his country he observes they could so

easily have taken the wrong choice, and they didn't. On the other side of evil is{the quite
AL

exhilarating realization that people who have gone through’suffering can emerge so human,

s0 humane, so magnanimous, so caring, so ready to forgive.
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Prison Ministricsﬁhroughout the world have many remarkable examples of the mystery of
forgiveness. Chuck Colson tells of entering a classroom in a prison in Texas where men were
discussing the effects of therapy programs on their lives. One man debunked their effects
pointing out that he had been through all of them and then went on to describd the difference
between therapy, which merely manages problems, and transformation through Jesus Christ,
which gives us a new life. It was at that session that Colson described an cvj he said he
would never forget. As he tells it all the inmates were assembled in the gymna$ium along
with Prison Fellowship volunteers and the prisoners' mentor. The program was for the first
six men who completed the entire 18 month program. One of the men who walked toward
Colson was Ron Flowers. As he did so, out of the corner of his eye Colson saw a tall,

handsome woman who knew to be a Mrs. Washington, get out of her seat and jwalk over to

Ron, and embrace him proudly.

There was a gasp in the room among the inmates as Mrs. Washington was the mother of the
woman Ron flowers had murdered 14 years earlier. Throughout the 14 years Flowers had
been in prison, he denied killing her, even saying he had not pulled the trigger.|But something
had happened in Flower's life. At an earlier program he was encouraged along [with others
there to acknowledge responsibility for their acts, make restitution to their victjms and ask

for forgiveness.

As Ron struggled through the program he finally broke down and confessed that he had been

the killer. He then prayed for his victim's family to forgive him.

In the meantime Mrs. Washington received a letter from the parole board saying Ron was up

for parole . In previous years she had urged denial of his parole. The effects of the murder on







loved and important, Studies also have shown, Werner says, that lelder mentots can make a

difference even later in life.

For those who are fortunate to have wilderness experiencesthe mystery of Gogls nature and
action is frequently apparent. For those who find their experiences with the diyine mystery in

o PResl S0
people, we see that God is a God of restoration and reconciliation.

And Whatever else may be the case with the sacred, it is unquestionably the most fascinating

experience of our lives.l This in part is why many of us continue to seek out experiences with

the Holy in the magnificence of nature. It also is why many of us do not withdraw from
experiences with our neighbors. When Jesus commanded us to love one's neighbor as
onesell it opened us to the reality that the fullness of that love can only come fdom w~
participating with God in the forgiving and loving process. We thank him for the power he
gives us to love, and with his help, to forgive. By accepting that fellowship and
interconnectedness entails suffering as well joy, we can position ourselves to be active
participants in the act of forgiveness, which is an act of grace, empowered by God and

fulfilled through us in our relationship with our neighbor.

Betty and I have traveled to Albania a number of times between 1994 and 1996 working
with their judges and institutions to strengthen the rule of law. At one of the seminars I
worked with a group of judges who had been in prison for political crimes undér the Dictator
Hoja, who ruled until 1990. All igtBuffered terribly in prison but none more than one judge
man who was sentenced to death with his execution date scheduled one month after the
dictator was overthrown. Following his release he completed his studies and b¢came a judge

in the same mountain village where he had lived. The Prosecutor in his court was the same




man who tried his death penalty case. I asked the judge if he could work with this man and
he replied he could as he was only doing his job. He did add that he wished he was not as
vigorous in his duties. When [ asked him about how he viewed this man as a person, he gave
replied It would be easy to hate but if I do Albania will never heal. And Canada will never
heal, and the United States will never heal and the world will never heal.
There is a Wideness to God's Mercy Like the Wideness of the Seal -11f our love were but
more simple, we would take him at his word. And our life would all be sunshine in the

sweetness of his love.l




	Power of One Plus One P1
	Power of One Plus One P1 1
	Power of One Plus One P1 2
	Power of One Plus One P1 3
	Power of One Plus One P1 4
	Power of One Plus One P1 5
	Power of One Plus One P1 6
	Power of One Plus One P1 7
	Power of One Plus One P1 8
	Power of One Plus One P1 9
	Power of One Plus One P1 10
	Power of One Plus One P1 11
	Power of One Plus One P1 12

