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Return to 12th Street
shows a good beginning

THE OVERRIDING impression
emerging from the Free Press sur-
vey of opinion in Detroit’s riot
neighborhoods is that the city has
begun to get something to build on.
The rising optimism of Negroes
about their own condition—coupled
with their sense that they have
power to alter it—affords an oppor-
tunity for further efforts to recon-
cile them to the American economic
and political system.

At the same time, of course, the
new hopefulness could be a source
of great danger. What happens if
the police do not continue to im-
prove? If too little is done to help
create new housing for low and
middle-income people? If the com-
mitment of industry and business
to fair hiring practices should
weaken? If the schools do not
improve? Obviously, the danger of
an explosion is heightened.

But we need not let ourselves be
paralyzed by such fears. If we could
do no more than tremble at what
might be, then our only mistake

would have been to try to alter at
all the conditions under which Ne-
groes live. Repression would work
better than an aborted attempt to
begin playing fair with Negroes.

What Detroit needs, then, is to
seize its opportunity rather than be
overcome by the hazards. One of
the most interesting results of the
survey is the evidence it is provid-
ing that Negroes are accepting in
good faith the efforts of business
and industry to hire more Negroes
and to treat them more fairly. The
community’s business leaders
should be elated at this vote of con-
fidence and try earnestly to rein-
force it.

It has been our conviction for
some time that the dark forebodings
of some of our sociologists about
race relations, as reflected in the
Kerner commission report, need not
be true. If trust can be rebuilt, then
whites and blacks will discover they
have more common interests than
sources of division,

The Free Press survey, for in-

stance, showed a strong undercur-
rent of concern that police were not
available readily enough. This re-
flects the same concern for an hon-
est kind of “law and order” that
many whites feel. Conflict is not
inevitable.

Blacks and whites, we are con-
vinced, would like to overcome
their prejudices and be able to trust
one another. Fear and ineptitude
get in our way.

This community can do better
than most American big cities have
done in recent years. And having
made a good beginning, we in De-
troit ought to make sure that the
work goes on apace, that we build
better schools, that we improve the
police performance, that we open
up more and better jobs, that we see
that better housing gets built at a
reasonable price.

Blacks are more determined than
ever to change things — and are
confident that they can. It is up to
society to try to help them get the
job done peaceably.

An editorial from the
Detroit Free Press,
October 29, 1968



Where

survey was

conducted

Both

surveys—I1967’s
ducted in these two areas of Detroit, one on the
East Side, and one on the West Side branching
out from the 12th Street.

and 1968’ s—were con-

How the survey was made

The Detroit Free Press has
completed a survey of Detroit
Negro attitudes to examine the
trends in the year since its pio-
neering study made after the riot
of July, 1967.

The new Free Press survey of
the riot areas of east and west
Detroit is based on a probabil-
ity sample of 452 Negroes who
were chosen so that every Negro
15 years old and older had an
approximately equal chance of
being interviewed. It used the
same sampling procedure de-
signed by Johmn P. Robinson of

the University of Michigan for
the post-riot survey in 1967,

A staff of 22 Negro interview-
ers, most of them with previous
interviewing experience, collect-
ed the data between Aug. 31 and
Sept. 25, 1968, under the super-
vision of John Magney.

Information was transferred
to computer cards by the Free
Press data processing depart-
ment,

Development of this project
drew from previous work in in-
vestigating Negro attitudes by

Angus Campbell, Howard Schu-
man, and Nathan Caplan of the
University of Michigan; Gary
Marx and Thomas Pettigrew of
Harvard; T. M. Tomlinson, Of-
tice of Economic Opportunity;
and the Free Press city staff.

The computerized data will be
made available to scholars for
further study through the Louis

Harris Political Data Center of
the University of North Caro-
lina, which has been designated
the repository for this and other
Knight Newspaper studies.

Bureau of the Free Press.

Philip Meyer, who directed this study and wrote the
stories on these pages, is a member of the Washington
He joined the Knight News-
papers in 1958 after doing graduate work and teaching
American government at the University of North Carolina.
He has completed a year as a Nieman Fellow at Harvard,
where he studied quantitative research methods in the
social sciences.



New era dawns among_the blacks

Riot-area slogan—let’s get moving

The people around Twelfth
St. are waking up.

Detroit's Inner City, where
scars are fading 15 months
after the nation’'s worst Ne-
gro riot, is tuning in to the
outside world. Its residents ex-
press new readiness to join
the city’s social and economic
mainstream,

This hopeful finding was un-
covered by a new Free Press
survey of the riot neighhbor-
hoods of east and west De-
troit. Black interviewers
talked to a carefully chosen
probability sample of 452 per-
sons to learn how things are
going in the ghetto now.

They're going better,

Among the signs:

@ Detroit Negroes express
more awareness of their own
problems than they did in
1967. They are quicker to
gripe about jobs, education
and housing than they were
immediately after the riot.

black Detroiters who think
they have moved ahead since
the riot outnumber by seven
to one those who think their
lot is getting worse.

@® To work within the existing
system is the goal of all but
the most extreme minority
among black militants. Black
power does not mean attack-
ing whites or building a sepa-
rate black nation to most De-
troit Negroes. Instead, it
means self-improvement and
organization to get for black
people their fair share of po-
litical and economic power,

‘“People are getting to be
more demanding mnow,” re-
ported a young Ford assembly
worker living on the REast
Side, when he was asked to
tell how things had changed
since the riot. ““It used to be
everybody was satisfied with
the way things were going, as
long as they were left alone.”

we're "in the position we're
now in,” said a welder inter-
viewed in his home on the
other side of town. ‘‘Because
we never took no action,”

These responses and others
like them suggest that De-
troit’s response to the riot is
having a positive payoff. Ne-
groes are shedding their pas-
sive acceptance of discrimi-
nation and lack of opportuni-
ty. And they are not looking
for relief to be handed to
them.

They expect to work, organ-
ize and apply pressure for a
better deal, as other American
minority groups have in the
past.

Before the riot, Detroit en-
joyed a reputation as a pro-
gressive city in matters
involving race relations. It has
maintained that reputation
even after the riot. Where
other cities stood still or con-
centrated on punishing black

troit leaders were busy looking
for ways to eliminate the
causes of black discontent.

The effort, particularly that
of the private sector, has bheen
noted.

‘“‘Before the riots,” said a
middle-aged auto worker, “I
didn’t see as many Negroes
in different trades as I see
now. Like in banks and these
big stores. And I notice on
TV, they've got more colored
advertising now.

“It looks to me like it’s get-
ting better. There are more
jobs and more opportunities.’”

Detroit still has its race
problems, and they will not
be eradicated soon. But the
survey results indicate that the
city has been moving in the
right direction in the year af-
ter the riot,

A full report of these results
begins with an examination of

@® Despite the complaints, “That’'s a lot of the reason

communities for disorders, De- the grievances, then and now,

What the big change since 1967 means
The survey’s significance

All things considered, Detroit inner-city Negroes
have a very high level of grievances. In most cases
where comparisons can be made with the immediate
post-riot study of August, 1967, the grievances now are
even higher than they were then. And more people
are speaking up now than before. The ‘‘don’t know’’
responses were significantly lower in this year’s survey.

There are several possible explanations for this
change: More experienced interviewers were used in the
second survey, and their skill in eliciting answers may
have reduced the undecided category somewhat. Or
those interviewed in 1967 might have been inhibited
by fear from speaking frankly so soon after the riot.

Whatever the cause, the readiness of inner city
residents fo gripe can be construed as heaithy. That
the squeaking wheels gets the grease is a tradition as
American as the Fourth of July.

Further evidence that the new, freely-complaining
attitudes are a sign of forward motion came in another
part of the survey. Borrowing a technique worked out
by Hadley Cantril and Lloyd A. Free of the Institute
for International Social Research, the Free Press in-
terviewers asked a question that has successfully been
used to measure progress in a wide array of cultures
and nations.

EACH INTERVIEWER handed each respondent a
card with a picture of a ladder, its steps numbered
from 1 to 10. “Here is a picture of a ladder,” the
interviewers said. “Suppose we say that the top of the
ladder represents the best possible life for you and the
bottom represents the worst possible life for you. Where
on the ladder do you feel you personally stand at the
present time?”

Those interviewed were subsequently asked to tell
where they stood last summer, just before the riot,
where they stood five years ago, and where they expect
to be five years from now.

When averaged, the scores show upward movement,
both since last summer and over the long run:

Five years agoi...oceeviiannnnn. P N 5 Lo TnaG 4.2
Last summer: .......... meredd 46 T SRR o e et
NOWE  smnpan o0 vonineg e v A e N SR TS TR R e A aR e 5.7
Next five Years . oo eeeiiiieeiianeenoness W SEEAES i Tl

The events since the summer of 1967, then, have
given Detroit Negroes the feeling that they are on the
way to better things. There is still the question of how
they are going to get there. The Free Press survey
uncovered surprising agreement on that. Negroes have
decided they want a bigger piece of the economic and
political action,




Beyond the anger, a sense of Progress

Profile of Detroit Negroes in '68:
What the Free Press Survey shows

Detroit Negroes are franker, more
outspoken, and quicker to complain
than they were a year ago.

Yet, when asked how things are
going for them in general, they tend to
repurt that things have improved since
the rict.

A paradox? Not really. The new mood
is ore of black unity, pride, and a sense
of newly discovered effectiveness.
Blacks complain because they expect
complaints to lead to action, and this is
the sign of a people on the move.

Since the riot, said a black militant who
lives near Twelfth Street, ‘‘the white
man will stand up and take notice of you
when before he has not.”

A Free Press survey found that with one
excention, Detroit Negroes have the same
list of 10 top complaints they had a year
ago. The most basic of these complaints—
police brutality, poor housing, lack of jobs
and poverty—were expressed by from 7 to
16 percent more people when the gquestion
was acked the second time around.

The exception is the feeling of anger
against local business people. It, alone
among the foremost complaints, dropped sig-
nificantly—by 10 percentage points.

In a similar survey in 1967, the first of
its kind, a close correspondence was noted
between the kinds of businesses complained
about and the kind of businesses burned.
Most of those burned businesses have not
been rebuilt; otherg have reopened with
black, rather than white, ownership or man-
agement.

Therefore, it may be that there are fewer
price gougers and insulting store clerks
left to be angry at. But there is more to
the change in attitude than that.

¥ o% %

DETROIT NEGROES are also aware of
positive contributions of business, in the
form of better employment practices, for
example. Fifty-two percent agreed that
private companies in Detroit are “‘trying
as hard they as can' to solve the main
problems here.

Only labor unions meatch that kind of con-
fidence. Together, Detroit business and
labor are given more credit than the
federal government (48 percent say its of-
ficials are trying as hard as they can), the
state government (35 percent) and Mayor
Cavanagh's city government (42 percent).

To measure the current level of griev-
ances, the Free Press interviewers read a
list of complaints and asked those inter-
viewed to rate them as potential riot causes.

The list was the same used in the 1967
survey, whan Negroes were asked to indi-
cate which grievances had caused the riot
which had ended less than two weeks before
the survey was made.

Two other questions in the new survey
verified the finding that Negroes in Detroit
are feeling better about business, both as
employes and as consumers, than they did
a year ago.

In the first survey, people in the riot



What the Free Press Survey shows

areas were asked: “If you were employed
to do the same work as a white person, do
you feel you would likely get less pay, about
the same pay, or more pay?”’

A majority—58 percent—said in 1967 that
they would get the same pay. This year,
when the question was put again, 67 percent
believed Negroes would get the same pay.

Asked how businessmen have been treat-
ing them as customers since the riot, Neg-
roes in the survey tended to see some im-
provement, Thirty-nine percent called busi-
ness “‘more fair’’ since the riot, compared
to 14 percent who think stores and mer-
chants are less fair now than before.

Despite this feeling of improvement, the
level of complaints is still high. Grocery
stores remain the top target, with 57 percent
calling them unfair, compared to 54 percent
last year.

Overcharging is the main complaint, Fif-
ty-five percent said they are overcharged
for goods often and 22 percent said it hap-
pens sometimes,

* * *

THIS INDICATES far more discontent
with merchants than is expressed by north-
ern, urban Negroes in genheral. A 15-city
study for the Kerner Commission by the
Michigan Survey Research Center found
that only 24 percent of the Negroes in
those cities felt they were often over-
charged. In part, this difference could
reflect the fact that the Free Press study
concentrated on the immediate riot neigh-
borhoods, whereas the Michigan study cov-
ered the entire Negro population in each
of its 15 cities including Detroit. Other
research has shown that inner city prices
are indeed generally higher than elsewhere.

After the riot, the most frequently ex-
pressed grievanee in the riot area was
against police brutality. This is stiil the
number one complaint, and people are talk-
ing about it more than ever.

Last year, 57 percent said police brutali-
ty had ““a great deal” to do with causing
the riot. This time, 71 percent said police
brutality would have ‘“‘a great deal” to do
with snother riot,

But this increased tendency to blame
police appears to be less a reflection of
a real increase in police misbehavior than
a new willingness on the part of blacks
to talk openly about it.

Elsewhere in the survey, those inter-
viewed were asked whether “police treat-
ment of people in this part of town has
been better since the riot last summer,
worse than before, or about the same.”

There were more who thought police
behavior was better than who thought it
was worse — 22 percent to 15 percent.
The largest group, 48 percent, thought
police treatment was about the same.

WHETHER POLICE practices have
changed or not, there is no doubt that
law enforcement is a very important source
of black grievances. And not all the- crit-
icism comes from people who say that
police lack respect (57 percent) or use
unnecessary force in making arrests (53
percent).

Even more people in the riot meighbor-
hoods, blame police for not being around
when they need them. Only a third of those
interviewed said they are generally satis-
fied with their police protection,

“If you call the police, they most likely
don't even come, or else they show up
after everything’s over,” complained a

L

woman on the near west side.

A teen-ager in the same neighborhood
said burglary was common in her block.
“If police were around and doing a little
more, people might be scared to do these
things,” she said. “But you never see
them.,’

At an apartment house near Twelfth
Street, a young mother refused at first
to open the door for an interviewer, even
though he had made an appointment{ in
advance. When she finally let him in,
releasing two chain locks and a sliding
bolt in addition to the conventional night
lock, she began to contrast Detroit with
her home town in Mississippi.

“Everybody’s one big, happy family down
there,” she said. “You're not afraid fo go
outside. Here, I'm afraid to take my baby
out for a stroll in the evening, I'm afraid
to answer the door, That's why I didn’t let
you in, There, you can go out all night
long, sit outside, and nobody bothers you.
It’s really terrible the way the cities are.
I'm even afraid for my husband to go out.”

Comparison with other surveys indicates
that there is far more unhappiness with
police in Detroit than in other northern
cities.

Questions dealing with police, similar to
those asked in the Free Press survey, were
included in the Survey Research Center’s
15-city study for the Kerner Commission.
A comparison with the Free Press results
reveals that hostility taward police in the
Detroit riot area is consigerably higher than
the 15-city average.

IN THE 15-CITY study, 32 percent of the
Negroes interviewed said police lack re-
spact and use insulting language. In De-
troit, 57 percent said so. Twenty-six percent
in the 15 cities said this had happened to
someone they knew, compared o 41 per-
cent in Detroit.

Thirty-five percent of the Newroes in the
15-eity study said police rough up people
annecessarily when making arrests and 24
percent said it had happened to someone
they knew,

In Detroit, 53 percent accused police of
using unnecessary force in arrests, and 38
percent said it has happened to someone
they knew,

There was a difference on the law en-
forcement side of this picture as well. In
the 15 cities, nearly half the Negroes were
“generally satisfied’” with police protection,
compared to Detroit’s one-third who were
satisfied.

In Detroit, there were a tew cynical dis-
sentars to the view that police don't come
quickly enough when called to Negro neigh-
borhoods.

‘“Yeah, they're quick fo respond,’” said a
rioter arrested on the east side. ‘“We have
a red light district up in the next block.
The police are constantly around.”

Although hiring more bhlack policemen
is generally considered one solution to the
problem of police community relations in
the inner ecity, there was not unanimous
agreement in the survey.

Forty-nine percent agreed {hat ‘‘things
would be better in this part of town if
more of the policemen were black.” But
32 percent disagreed.

The race of the policeman does not by
itself give ghetto residents any more sense
of control over the policing of their neigh-
borhoods, In fact, some believe that black

- How Merchants

- Treat Negroes

Three questions about treatment
by merchants were asked by both
the Free Press in Detroit and the
University of Michigan Survey Re-
search Center in 15 northern
cities.

The results indicate that Ne-
groes have more problems than
whites and Detroit Negroes have
more than other Negroes. Num-
bers in this table give the percent
who say each problem happens to
them “often’” when they shop at
stores in or near their neighbor-
hoods.

Worthern Worthern Detrelt
White  Negro Mepro

Unfairly Overcharged

for Goods 9 24 55
Sold Spoiled or

Inferior Goods 1 13 13
Treated

Disrespectfully 2 3 7

lThe .Black Man’s

Urban Services

A study of 15 northern cities for
the Kerner Commission showed
that Negroes are less satisfied
than whites with the quality of
their city services. The Free Press
study found that inner-city Detroit
Negroeg are m ore dissatisfied
than Negroes in the 15 cities taken
as a whole. The comparisons in
the following table give the per-
cent ‘‘very dissatisfied” for each
group.

“Very Dissatisfied”

Worthern Worthern Detroit
Whita  Hegre Negro

Quality of

Public Schools 9 14 16
Parks and Play-

grounds for Children

in This Neighborhood 18 27 36
Sports and Recreation

Centers for Teen-agers

in This Neighborhood 21 30 40
Police Protection

in This Neighborhood 10 26 34
Garbage Collection

in This Neighborhood 8 15 24




‘Many businesses have reopened — with black rather than white ownership’

policemen are harder to get along with than
whites.

The black policeman is ‘“‘being used as
a flunky, going against his own people,”
said a young father who claimed to have
been bheaten by police during the riot.

“A BLACK policeman, before he would
hit a white man, he would tiunk twice. But
he don't think twice before hitting a black
man. He'd knock him down and stomp on
him."”

Another complaint still high on the list
for inner city residents is bad housing. One
housewife who rattled off a long list of
complaints against her landlord was asked
if the riot had changed the landlord's at-
titude any.

“He went up on the rent,” she said. ‘“He
said it was because of the insurance or
something in this area.”

About the only hopeful note in the hous-
ing picture is a strong indication that De-
troit Negroes are not following black na-
tionalist entreaties to reject integration as
a strategy. Asked whether it was more
important to improve housing in areas where
Negroes already live or to open up new,
integrated housing in other parts of the city
and the suburbs, they were about evenly
divided.

And a large majority—even larger than
a year ago—said they would prefer to live
in integrated housing. Seventy-five percent
now hold this view, compared to 61 percent
just after the riot.

A minority of the Negro families covered
in the survey, 46 percent, own their own
homes. Most would like to move. Asked,
“is this the kind of a neighborhcod you
would like to continue living in?"' 54 percent
said, '“no.”

Taken together, the responses suggest that
Detroit's inner city Negroes would like
integrated neighborhoods partly as a short-
cut to better housing and partly because
they still believe in integration for its own
sake.

But if the quickest way to improve their
housing conditions is to improve the exisj-
ing housing in the ghetto, they'll settle for
that, too.

* ¥* L

MOST NEGROES in Detroit’s inner city
tend to see discrimination as a reoot cause
of their problems. They were asked if De-
troit city officials pay more, less, or the
same attention fo a request or complaint
from a Negro as from a white person.

Fifty-two percent said Negroes get less

attention. Thirty-four percent said there was
no difference, and three percent said Ne-
groes get more attention.

However, asked about city services—such
as schools, parks, and garbage collection
—>54 percent said their inner city neighbor-
hoods pget about the same treatment as
other parts of the city. Twenty-seven per-
cent said their neighborhoods got worse
service and 12 percent said it was better.

In the Survey Research Center’s 15-city:
study, Negroes were far less happy with
their city services than whites. And Detroit
Negroes, as measured by the Free Press
survey, are even more unhappy than the
Negroes in the 15-city sampling.

For example, the 15-city study found that
in the urban north as a whole, 8 percent
of the whites and 15 percent of the Negroes
are "“very dissatisfied’’ with their garbage
collection. In the Detroit riot area, 24 per-
cent are very dissatisfied with their gar-
bage collection.

In the urban north as a whole, 21 per-
cent of the whites and 30 percent of the
Negroes are “very dissatisfied”” with sports
and recreation centers for teenagers in their
neighborhoods. There is significantly more
discontent in the Detroit riot area where
40 percent are very dissatisfied with teen-
age recreation facilities.
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Top complaints:

black bars are 1968 percentages;
white are 1967

UNFAIR FAIR

Grocery stores

Loan offices

Real estate

Home improvement

Furniture stores

Insurance

Car dealers

Automobile repair

Many of the kinds of businesses that drew Negro resentment in 1967 are still drawing it
today. But some among those most complained about in last year’s survey—insurance,
veal estate, auto repair shops and loan offices—showed significant improvement. The com-
parison shows 1967 figures in white, today’s in black.

Police brutality

Poor housing

Poverty

Lack of Jobs

Overcrowded living conditions

Failure of parents to control children e g

Dirty neighborhoods

Teenagers

Toc much drinking

Broken political promises

Here’s how the top 10 complaints among Detroit Negroes in the 1968 survey (shown in black)
compared with those of 1967 (in white), The nubers are the percentages of those who think the
problems listed could have a great deal to do with causing a riot.
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Negroes and the police

Negroes in northern cities have more trouble
with insulting or needlessly rough police than
whites, and Detroit inner-city Negroes com-
plain of more such trouble than other northern
Negroes. The Free Press asked gquestiong in
Delroit similar to those used in 15 cities by the
University of Michigan Survey Research Center.

There were minor differences in the phrasing
of the two questions, and the wording given
here is from the Free Press study. The num-
bers show the percent in each group who salid,
uyes.n

* * *

Some people say policemen lack respect or
use insulting language. Do you think this hap-
pens to people in this area?

Northern Northern Detroit
White Negro Negro
Yes: 16 38 57
Has it happened to anyone you know?
Northern Northern Detroit
White Negro Negro
Yes: 11 26 41

Hasg it happened to you?

Northern Northern Detroit
White Negro Negro
Yes: 7 15 17
® © @

Some peeple say policemen use unneces-
sary force in making arrests. Do you think this
happens to people in this area?

Northern Northern Detroit
White Negro Negro
Yes: 10 35 53
Has it happened to anyone you know?
Northern Northern Detroit
White Negro Negro
Yes: 7 24 38
Hag it happened to you?
Northern Northern Detroit
White Negro Negro
Yes: 1 4 9

Will an integrated department ease the Negro-Police tensions?



Black Power means unity
to the Negroes

The old Negro militancy is
dead. A new, power-oriented,
black militancy has taken its
place in Detroit.

This change is not the
alarming development that
many whites might think it
is. Indeed, all it means is
that blacks are beginning to
become as aggressive and
ambitious as gwhites.

The great majority of riot-
area Negroes believe that
their future depends on uni-
fied activity to vote together,
organizing political and busi-
ness groups together, and, at
the same time, working on
self-improvement through ed-
ucation and better family re-
lationships.

Black power defined in this
way has nothing to do with
the extreme separatists who
want their own black nation.
It has nothing to do with
rioting, past or future. It
has nothing to do with hatred
or rejection of whites.

Two University of Michigan
political scientists, Joel Ab-
erbach and Jack Walker,
reached much the same con-
clusion when they reported
last month on a survey which
asked both blacks and whites
in Detroit to define the term,
‘“‘Black Power."”

Negroes tended to define it
in terms of black unity or
getting a fair share for
blacks. Whites, in contrast,
were so frightened of these
two words that they were ‘“‘al-
most hysterical’”” in their re-
sponse.

® B ¥

A FREE PRESS survey,
using a more elaborate sta-
listical technique confirmed
the finding that Black Power,
defined as unified political
and economic effort, is not
related to extremism,

The name of the technigue
is factor analysis, which uses
a computer to sift through a
set of survey findings and-de-
termine the basic, underlying
attitudes they represent.

The Free Press analysis
showed that knowing a per-
son’s position on black politi-
cal and economic power was
no help at all in guessing his
feeling toward black nafional-
ism.

Thus, the analysis bore out
the words of a black insur-
ance man in the Twelfth St
area:

‘“Black Power is merely a
means of hlack people com-
ing together and being a
united black people for build-

10

ing businesses, bhuilding pride,
and what have you,” he said.
“That’s all Black Power
means. A lot of white people
think that when you say
‘Black Power,’ it means
rioting. Black Power does
not mean that.

“Now if the final phase
comes to fighting, well that
could mean Black Power,

too. But Black Power does

not mean going up and down
the road throwing bottles and
bricks.”

A resident of a large but
run-down house on the East
Side put it more succinctly:
“White people got the mon-
ey,” he said. “We got to try
to get it.”’

Black Power has become
the dominant idea among De-
troit Negroes at the expense
of the older kind of militancy
which  stressed integration
and legal action instead of
black unity.

EE I

IN 1964, a landmark study
by Gary Marx, now an as-
sistant professor at Harvard,
measured the old militancy
with a series of ques-
tions dealing with open hous-
ing, public accommodations,
dissatisfaction with the speed
with which government was
pushing integration, and a
sense of being held down as
indicated by disagreement
with statements like ‘“Negroes
who want to work hard can
get ahead just as easily as
anyone else.”

Four years ago, attitudes
like these hung together sta-
tistically. A Negro who fa-
vored open housing, for ex-
ample, was also likely to feel
that Negroes could not get
ahead just by working hard.
Earlier this year, when the
Miami Herald surveyed Ne-
groes in its southern environ-
ment, the same index still
worked.

In Detroit, it doesn’t work.
The items are no longer rel-
evant to the existing mood or
to each other. In the new
spirit of pride and forward
movement, a militant can now
find himself agreeing with
the statement, ‘“Negroes who
want to work hard can get
ahead just as easily as any-
one else.”’

Clearly, Detroit Negroes
have found a new direction.
To define it and figure out
who is following it, the Free
Press gave each of the 452

blacks in the new survey a
Black Power score of zero to
six, depending on the number
of items in the Black Power
cluster he called “‘very im-
portant,”

These Black Power items in-
dicated agreement that Ne-
groes should:

@ Get more political power
by voting together to get of-
ficials who will look out for
the Negro people.

@® Get more economic pow-
er by devecloping strong busi-
nesses and industries that are
controlled by Negroes.

@ Be active in political and
civil rights organizations,

@® Have bett er relationships
within the family.

@ Stop quarreling among
themselves and unite efforts
on issues that involve
Negroes.

@ CGet m or e education.

Eighty-two percent of those
surveyed said three or more
of these actions were ‘‘very
important.” Two-thirds called
at least five of the six “very
important.”

FOR THE purpose of draw-
ing a statistical profile of the
new Black Power advocate,
the Free Press interviewees
were divided into two groups.
Those who called five or more
items ‘“‘very important,”’ were
separated from the others for
comparison.

The Black Power people
tend to be tolerant, thought-
ful Negroes who are opposed
to violence and favor integra-
tion.

They are not the rioters.

Only 51 percent of those

who admitted rioting in 1967

scored high on the Black
Power scale, compared to T0
percent of the non-rioters.
People who prefer mixed
neighborhoods are stronger
Black Power advocates: 67
percent of those who want an
integrated neighborhood are

for Black Power, compared.

to 53 percent of those who do
not.

A telling combination of po-
litical sophistication and frus-
tration appears to move
people toward Black Power
Both political knowledge and
personal sense of political ef-
fectiveness were measured
for each person interviewed.

The outcome:

Among people lowest in
knowledge of political affairs,
only 51 percent were strong-
ly for Black Power. In the
group with the highest politi-
cal Lknowledge, %4 percent
were for Black Power.

The political effectiveness
test used questions asking for
agreement or disagreement to
questions such as, “I don't
think public officials care
much what people like me
think.”” It produced the op-
posite result:

Among those who felt po-
litically effective, 50 percent
were strongly for Black Pow-
er, compared to 71 percent
of those who felt they were
ineffective politically.

Black Power, therefore, ap-
pears to be a rational ap-
proach to filling a genuine
heed,

THE BLACK Power con-
cept attracts people of strong
religious conviction, The ex-
act opposite was frue of the
older Negro militanecy in
other surveys. The more re-
ligious people were, the less
likely they were to hecome
militant. Religion was an opi-
ate.

But that old rule of thumb
does not hold for the new mil-
itancy., Among those who
call religion ‘“‘extremely im-
portant” to them, 74 percent
are strong Black Power sup-
porters. Of those for whom
religion is “‘guite- important”
or “fairly important,”” only
537 percent are strongly for
Black Power.

Black Power is weakest as
a philosophy among the well-
to-do and the very poaor.
It is strongest among mem-
bers of families with incomes
between $2,500 and §$7,500.

It is at this level, perhaps;
that Detroit blacks can taste
just enough of the good life
fo want more. “We're not
poor,”” said a young bearded
auto worker in the upper part
of this income range. ‘“But
we're not very well off, either.
Seems like every time you get
an increase in pay, prices
are going up.”

Getting blacks their fair
share of economic power is
an appealing idea to him and
persons like him.



'BLACK POWER

40%

30%

1 I T
20% BLACK NATIONALISM

10%
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Measuring inlensity of attitudes on a scale of zero to six, chart
shows that most Detroit Negroes are strong believers in black
power,

1 2 3 4 5 6

Measuring intensity of altitudes on the same zevo-to-siz acale,
ckar;n:lhogu that most Detroit Negroes are not strong black
nationalists.

Here is what black power means to Detroit Negroes.
The numbers are the percentage calling each activity “very
important.”

Negroes should get more political power by voting to-
gether to get officials who will look out for the Negro peo-
ple — 80 percent.

Negroes should get more economic power by develop-
ing strong businesses and industries that are controlled by
Negrces — 72 percent,

Negroes should be active in political and civil rights
organizations — 72 percent.

Negroes should have better relationships within the
family — 85 percent.

Negroes should stop quarreling among themselves and
unite efforts on issues that involve Negroes — 82 percent.

Negroes should get more education — 95 percent.
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Black extremism blunted among

Detroit’s Negroes

Hard-core black nationalism
remains a potentially danger-
ous force among Negroes in
the Detroit riot areas. But
these angry, white-hating ex-
tremists are a small minority.
There is no evidence they are
a growing minority.

The importance of this group
stems not from its numerical
gize, bul from the intensity
of its feeling.

These are the people who
averreact to the Negro's bit-
ter history of diserimination
and frustration. They rejzct
the white man's system, are
inclined favorably toward vio-
lence, and look with ill-con-
cealed delight on such open
manifestations of white racism
as the support for third-party
candidate George Wallace.

Acceptance of Wallace by
northern whites, they reason,
is proof that the black man
cannot do busines with the
white devil.

‘“Last week I was in Geor-
gia,”” said a young millitant
who lives in a shabby house
not far from Twelfth St. I
saw only four or five Wallace
posters down there. Bul up
here, I see nothing but Wal-
lace buttons.

“If the American people
elect him president, well it
will only prove one thing. The
black man really will know
exactly where he stands and
what he was elected for. It
is to put the brakes on the
black man, and say: ‘This is
as far as you are going.” "’

The extreme separatist po-
sition could wither away in
Detroit, or at least continue
to be numerically insignifi-
cant, as long as the new feel-
ing of black unity could find
expression in the pursuit of
traditional American political
and economic goals.

To flourish, the extremists
need a repressive atmosphere,
and this is not the atmosphere
of Detroit.,

One indicator of the lack of
strength of the extremists is
the response fo the guestion:
“If the United States got into
a big world war today, would
vou personally feel this coun-
try was worth fighting for?"’

It reflects a thought ex-
pressed by the late Malcolm
X, when he spoke at the King
Solomon Baptist Church in
1963 and said: “'If it is wrong
to be violent defending black
women and black children and
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black babies and bhlack men,
then it is wrong for America
to draft us and make us vio-
lent abroad in defense of her.”

In the August, 1967, survey,
a few weeks after the riot, 67
percent of the riot area respon-
dents said this country was
worth fighting for. In the new
survey, that number increased
to 77 percent,

Another rough indicator of
extremism is the belief that
Negroes have more to gain
than lose by resorting to vio-
lence. In 1967, 53 percent said
Negroes had more to lose.
Their number has now risen
to 63 percent.

These figures suggest that
the extremist position is weak-
ening. But it is still here,
ready to grow if the responsi-
ble efforts to improve life for
blacks do not move forward.

Black nationalism was isol-
ated in the new survey through
a statistical technigue called
factor analysis. This analysis
produced a cluster of six in-
dicators which measured dif-
ferent degrees of nationalistic
feeling.

IN ITS MOST benign form,
this feeling represents no more
than a sense of black-cultural
identity not unlike that of
other American ethnic groups.
Far more Detroit Negroes say
that Negro schoolchildren
should study an African lan-
guage (60 percent) than say
Negroes should avoid having
anything to do with white
people (five percent).

In the analysis of the Free
Press data, each Detroit re-
spondent was given a black-
nationalism score of zero to
six, depending on his approval
of six programs, ranging from
the popular one of African lan-
guage study to the extremist
proposal for Negroes to build
a black society completely
apart from whites,

Most Detroit Negroes scored
quite low on this index. Sev-
enty-five percent agreed with
no more than two of the six
statements.

Black nationalism, as meas-
ured in this way, has no rela-
tionship to black power—when
black power is defined as the
use of Negro unity to gain
more political and economic
control. In other words, know-
ing a person’s feeling toward
black nationalism is of no help
in estimating his feeling to-
ward black power. They are
different things.

There are, of course, some
people who have a foot in
both camps.

“We believe in' building our
nation within a nation,”” said
a member of the congregation
of the Rev. Albert Cleage's
Shrine of the Black Madonna.
““Say we want a separate
state. T don’t think the white
man is going to give us five
states — say, Georgia, Flori-
da, Tennessee and Mississippi
and South Carolina. I don’t
think he is going to give us
something that it has taken
years to build. It is possible,
but I think it is highly unprob-
able. So we have to work with-
in the system.

“And that's why we believe
in building a nation within a
nation, so we can control our
neighborhoods, our schools
and everything that is in our
neighborhoods. Now that’s
what is meant by self-deter-
mination . . . It doesn't mean
we want to cut off all com-
munications with whites.”
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THE MOST striking finding
that emerged was the tenden-
cy of former rioters to follow
black nationalism.

Seventy-nine percent of those
who admitted rioting in 1967
ranked in the upper half of
the black nationalism scale
compared with 37 percent of
the non rioters.

This finding is a good indi-
cation of the difference be-
tween black nationalism and
black power. The black-power
advocates were less likely
than other Negroes to have
been rioters.

Thers is another key differ-
ence. Religious people tend to-
ward black power, Those who
are alienated from religion
tend toward black nation-
alism.

Of those who called religion
“extremely important,” only
37 percent had tendencies to-
ward nationalism. Of those
who called religion ‘“‘very im-
portant,” 44 percent were na-
tionalistic. And of those for
whom religion wag only fairly
important or not important at
all, 60 percent tended toward
nationalism.

Black mnationalism, then,
may he a kind of substitute
for religion.
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IN MANY WAYS, the por-
trait of the black nationalist
resembles the portrait of the
rioter which emerged from
last year’s survey. Income and
education are not indicators of
Fiack nationalism, although
age is, with young people
tending to be more na-
tionalistic.

The new survey, like the
one in 1967, turned up about
10 percent who said they took
part in the riot. Most of these
said they would riot again if
the opportunity came.

Both the former rioters and
those who expressed a readi-
ness to riot in the future were
drawn strongly to the super-
ficial aspects of black cul-
ture.

For example, those who said
they have worn or have con-
sidered wearing African ap-
parel—dashikis or bubbas —
were three times as likely to
be admitted rioters as those
who stick to conventional
dress.

Even a liking for “‘soul mu-
sic” is associated with rioting,
There were no admitted riot-
ers among the 20 percent of
the sample expressing a dis-
like for soul music. Though
this group was small, odds
of it not containing any riot-
ers by sheer coincidence were
less than one in 500.

The nature of this connec-
tion is not elear, but it may
be that people who express
themselves freely — by dig-
ainz soul music and wearing
dashikis — are more likely to
talk about rioting regardless
of whether they really are po-
tential rioters.
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IT DOES SUGGEST that
support for rioting has become
part of the new black culture
for some people. But their
number is small, and it does
not seem to be growing.

Most Detroit Negroes do
have a new appreciation for
black cultural identity, but
few have a desire to flaunt it.

An Afriean hairdo is ‘‘not
for me,” one young mother
said. “I don’t have to wash my
hair and have it kinked on my
head so that you know I'm g3
Negro. I mean you can look
at me and tell. T don't have
to kink my hair.”

And there is far more sup-
port for black control of neigh-
borhood husiness and political
organizations than there is for
the dream of a separate black
nation.

“What,” asked an assembly-
line worker, “‘are we going to
do in a hlack state surround-
ed by a white state? We still
ain't free, 'cause we got to go
to the white state to get some-
thing. We ecan’t just grow corn
and beans, I figure the only
way we can make it, is to in-
tegrate.”



Negroes in politics win praise
of black community

Charles Diggs

When Detroit Negroes look
for leadership, they tend to
stay within the existing polit-
ical system.,

The best-known and most-
respected black leaders—with
one notable exception—are
holders of elective office,

Charles C. Diggs Jr.,, who
first was elected by a section
of the Inner City to. the U.S.
House of Representatives in
1954, and who served in the
Michigan Senate before that,
is the most widely known De-
troit Negro leader.

John Conyers

And two-term Congressman
John Conyers Jr,, younger ani
more militant than Diggs, is
second.

The Rev. Albert Cleage, pas-
tor of the Shrine of the Black
Madonna and a pace-setter in
the drive for black unity and
black economic power, is the
only non-politician in the ex-
clusive group of Negro lead-
ers whose names are recog-
nized by more than three-
fourths of the black popu-
lation.

Each of the 452 persons in

the new Free Press survey
was given a list of 24 leaders
and asked to pick out the
names he had heard of. Each
was then asked to naine the
one ‘‘you think is doing the
most good.”’

In addition to Diggs, Con-
yers and Cleage, the names of
Common Councilman Nicho-
las Hood and State Reps.
James Del Rio and Jackie
Vaughn IIT were rvecoghized
by more than three-fourths of
those surveyed.

The choices of those who

How survey measured
black extremism

Six questionnaire items in the Free Press survey give an indication of
the extent of black nationalist sentiment in Detroit:

@ It is very important for Negroes to avoid having anything to do with white
people as much as possible—five percent.

@ 1t is very important for Negroes to build a black society completely apart
from whites, either in the United States or in Africa—seven percent.

@ It is very important for Negroes to be ready to fight alonggide other Negroes
and participate in riots if necessary—I7 percent.

@® Negoes have more to gain than lose by resorting to violence in the civil-
rights movement—20 percent.

@ People of African descent are basically superior—23 percent.

@ Negro school children should study an African language—60 percent,

Albert Cleage

have done the most good tend-
ed to follow the name-recog-
nition pattern.

Cleage’s high ranking on the
list is significant not only he-
cause he attained it without
the advantage of a public of-
fice, but because his positions
reflect in many ways the new
mood of the black community.

“To help black people es-
cape from powerlessness and
to make possible self-determ-
ination for the black commun-
ity” is his self-defined goal,
His economic orientation of
black power, with Negro-run
businesses already coming in-
to being under his direction,
is right on target.

This kind of activity is
strongly approved by the great
majority of Detroit Negroes.
Seventy-two percent of those
interviewed in the survey call-
ed development of strong bus-
inesses and jndustries under
Negro control ‘““very import-
ant,”’

Where Cleage parts com-
pany with the majority of
black Detroiters is on the is-
sue of integration. His strategy
is to use the racial segregation
that already exists as a base
for building black unity and
self-improvement, in what he
calls “‘a nation within a na-
tion.””

There is very little desire
among Detroit Negroes to
abandon the traditional civil
rights goal of an integrated
society. Political and economic
power for blacks is a means
of entering the mainstream.
But Cleage’s wvision of the
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Negroes in politics

(continued)

Nicholas Hood

Jackie Vaughn IIL

promised land is all black.

“One of the things I like
about him is that in his church
they are teaching Negro his-
tory,”” said one young house-
wife. ‘I don’t think he has to
push anti-white attitudes to get
his point across. Now, my
husband, he reads all the
Negro history and everything
he can about the Negro, but
he's not prejudiced at all and
he doesn't stop thinking about
other things.”

The t ¢ nsion between the
old goais and the new strate-
gies is found most clearly in
comparing the kinds of people
who support the two black
congressmen, Diggs and Con-
yers.

Enough people rated each
congressman as the one who
had done the most good, so
that it was possible statistical-
1y ta compare their two follow-
ings.

Although only seven years
older than Conyers, Rep.
Diggs has followed a career
much more in the pattern of
old-line Negro leaders. Before
entering politics, he was in his
family’s undertaking business
— a career which, like teach-
ing and the ministry, was one
of the few paths to prominence

P

James Del Rio

Coleman Young

available to blacks in a seg-
regated society. In the Demo-
cratic Party, he has been a
loyal organization man.

Conyers is a product of the
post-Korean War period when
more varied opportunities
were opening to Negroes. He
first went to Washington as
legislative assistant to a white
congressman, Dearborn’s John
Dingell.

He is not an organization
man, as evidenced by his in-
volvement with the National
Committee of Ingquiry, a group
which tried to mobilize black
influence in the selection of
presidential candidates. On ra-
cial matters, he is generally
more militant than Diggs.
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AS EXPECTED, the survey
showed that Conyer- appealed
to a somewhat younger group.
Forty - three percent of his
followers are under 35, com-
pared with 32 percent of those
who consider Diggs the top
leader.

Diggs has significantly
stronger appeal among those
Detroiters who were raised in
the 8South, a group which

Charles Diggs
John Conyers

Nicholas Hood
. James Del Rio

1

. Albert Cleage
Coleman Young
Horace Sheffield
9. William Patrick
10. Robert Tindal
11, Edward Vaughn
12. Ray Shoulders
13. Milton Henry
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16. Roy Allen

17%. Fred Lyles

18. Frank Ditto

19. Dan Aldridge

20. Marc Stepp

21. Longworth Quinn
22. General Baker

24, Lonnie Peek

Jackie Vaughn ITIL

14. Francis Kornegay
15. Julian Witherspoon

23, Lorenzo Freeman

How Detroit blacks
rate their leaders

Have Heard Doing the

of Him  Most Good

95 i
86 2%
85 13
81 6
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traditionally has been less
militant than the horthern
natives.

Negroes with strong black-
culture identity and those
who express complaints about
jobs, housing and other fami-
liar grievances are more
likely to approve of Conyers
than Diggs.

But when their two follow-
ings are compared on the
Black-Power index—a measure
among Negroes for stronger
political and economic action
and other forms of Negro
self-improvement—there is no
difference.

Perhaps the most striking
thing about this effort to find
out who speaks for Detroit
Negroes is that the best-known
leaders are so conventional,
Since the riot, it has been all
too easy to leap to the conclu-
sion that the most extreme
militant leaders are the most
important.

But Milton Henry, perhaps
the most radical separatist to
gain public attention in the De-
troit area, was known by only
39 percent of the Negroes sur-
veyed.

And activists involved with
other specific militant groups

and goals— Fred Lyles of the
United Tenants for Collective
Action; Lorenzo Freeman, for-
merly of the West Central
Organization, and Lonnie Peek
of Wayne State’'s Associated
Black Students—ranked below
Henry.

Although Dan Aldridge,
a young militant who writes a
column for the Michigan
Chronicle, was as well known
as Leongworth Quinn, who
edits the paper, most of the
young black activists on the
list were not so widely known
as other leaders who have
been around longer.

It is worth noting that the
leadership question as used in
the survey tends to measure
past as well as present popu-
larity. The high respect held
for Rep. Diggs is the culmina-
tion of nearly two decades in
public office.
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Somewhere farther down the
list there may be the name of
a leader who has a viewpoint
that is only beginning to take
hold in the black community,
and the leaders of tomorrow
may be quite different from
thoge of today and yesterday.




Detroit is trying harder
to achieve racial peace

When historians of the next
century look back &t the prog-
ress of the black man in
America, Detroit may have
more than one claim to fame.

In addition to being the
scene of the nation’s worst
Negro riot of this period, it
may be remembered as the
city that tried the hardest to
do the most for racial peace.

Viewed from inside the city,
Detroit’s reservoir of good
will is sometimes hard to see.
As in all attempts at massive
social change, there is far
more talk than action.

But when you compare De-
troit to other northern cities
with similar problems, it looks
far better. One team of polit-
ical scientists which is trying
to make systematic compari-
sons among riot cities has de-
cided to give Detroit a high
mark for effort.

The Detroit response is
called ‘‘ameliorative’’ com-
pared to cities which have
done nothing or concentrated
on punitive action against
blacks in the wake of riots.
The description of ameliora-
tive, which means improving
or making better, was used
by David Olson of the Brook-
ings Institute and Michael
Lipsky of the University of
Wisconsin in a preliminary
report to a political science
convention last month.

Detroit probably responded
this way, they suggested, be-

cause it had a ftradition of
trying to improve its race re-
lations long before the riot.

The two Free Press surveys,
one in August, 1967, just af-
ter the riot, and the second
last month, offer convincing
evidence that Detroit is on
the right track. The minority
that believes in violence and
the extreme black nationalists
have gained no visible ground
in the past year.

But whether they will gain
ground in the future remains
an open question.

While the year-to-year com-
parisons show no hardening
of anti-white attitudes, there
is a significant tendency for
young Negroes to be more re-
ceptive to extremist views
than their elders.

Angus Campbell and Howard
Schuman of the University of
Michigan noted the same thing
in their 15-city study for the
Kerner Commission earlier
this year. As they peinted out,
the fact that the young tend to

be rebellious does not mean
they will stay that way as they
get older.

Nevertheless, it is the young
people whose loyalty is the
main prize in the competition
of ideas. They are flexible,
mobile people who should be
most directly affected by De-
troit’s efforts to bring blacks
into the economic and politi-
cal mainstreams.
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ONE OF the most encourag-
ing findings in the new Free
Press survey was that Detroit
Negroes believe that local
business is trying hard to
solve this city’s problems. But
young people feel this much
less strongly than older peo-
ple.

Considering only those in the
survey who had opinions on
the private sector’s effort, the
age differences came out like
this:

Among those more than 50
years old, 71 percent said
private industry is trying as
hard as it can. Among those
in the 35-to-50-year group, 61
percent shared this view, And
in the under-35 group, 54 per-
cent credited industry for its
efforts.

Separatism, readiness for
violence, alienation from re-
ligion, a belief that this coun-
try is not worth fighting for
—all atfitudes that threaten
to split blacks deeply from
whites—are strongest among
the young.

These are still minority at-
titudes in all age groups. But
minority attitudes can be im-
portant.

0Of those Negroes who ex-
pressed a preference between
integrated and segregated
housing, tae greal majority
wantea to live in integrated
neighborhoods, But the group
prererring all-black neignbor-
hoods increases sharply as
age decreases: From 9 per-
cent among those over 50 to
23 percent among those aged
15-24.

The Free Press survey iso-
lated two chief clusters of at-
titudes that are basically in
competition: One, held by the
vast majority, seeks black
political and economic power
through the existing social sys-
Lem. The other, a minority
view, looks f{o the black na-
tionalist goal of a separate
system with whites shut out.
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BLACK POWER, though

strong in all age groups, is

weakest among the young peo-
ple.

Black nationalism, weak in
all age groups, is less weak
among the young.

In the long run, the people
in the riot area have more
going for them than their par-
ents did.

The average education
among all those interviewed
—and this includes the one-
fifth who are still in school—
was 10.6 grades. The fathers
of those interviewed had at-
tained only 7.6 grades of
schooling, their mothers, 8.8
grades.

But the young people are
not content with long-run im-
provement, They want equali-
ty now.

Therefore, the generally en-
couraging findings of this new
survey must be qualified. Fu-
ture developments may de-
pend on how well Detroit’s
ambitious start at making
things better is followed
through and how directly
these efforts affect the young.

Negroes, on the whole, are
hopeful. A few, however, see
the work of the city’s leaders
as being unrepresentative of
white attitudes in general.

“I believe that your weal-
thy, middle-cla ss, business
white people are really try-
ing,” said one young militant.
“But the hostility is going to
build up among the lower-class
white men against the blacks.”

This view is carried to an
alarming extreme by a small
but significant minority. Four-

teen peicent of the blacks in
the survey said they had
heard s.ories lately about
groups of whites planning to
attack Negro neighborhoods.
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CONSIDERING how rumors
circulated during the long
newspaper strike, this is not
too surprising. The worrisome
part is that nearly half of the
people who heard these ru-
mors believed them.

There is still much work to
be done, then, in establishing
communication between the
races.

Last year, when the smoke
from the fires around Twelfth
Street still hung in the air,
there was a time when no one
could be sure that what had
just happened was not a gen-
eral rebellion — a calculated
declaration of war of black
against white.

It was not. The first Free
Press survey indicated that
the riot was not so much a
collective act of political pro-
test as a way of expressing
long pent-up grievances and
frustration.

Negroes did not then and do
not now want to destroy the
city. They want to improve it.
And so the potential for
achieving a harmonious bal-
ance between black power and
white power, at least as far
as the blacks are concerned,
still exists

If Detroit can’t solve its
racial problems, probably no
American city can,

How Negro
attitudes vary
by age groups

Prefer segregated housing
U.S. not worth fighting for

Would join ancther riot

Industry is trying hard to
make things better

Lean strongly toward
political, economic forms
of black power

These figures show how Detroit Negro attitudes vary
among the different age groups. Numbers are the per-
cent in each category which holds the indicated attitude.

Religion extremely important

15-24 25-34 35-50 Over 50
23 15 12 9
34 24 14 s
46 52 58 3
23 9 6 2

54 56 61 5
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Table of survey findings

SEPTEMBER, 1963

Here are the questions
in the September, 1968,
Detroit Free Press survey
and percentage giving
each response. The per-
centages are based on the
number who answered
each question, which is in
some cases less than the
full 452-person sample,
and they are rounded to
the nearest full percent-
age point. Because of
rounding, some totals do
not add to 100.

In a sample of this size,
the odds are roughly 19 to
one that a percentage
close to 50 will accurately
reflect the total study
population within five per-
centage points, plus or
minus. As a rough guide
to comparing results of
the 1968 survey with
those obtained in 1967, dif-
ferences of seven or more
percentage points may be
congidered  statistically
significant — unlikely to
have occured by chance
alone. This estimate of
the comparability of the
two surveys may be con-
servative because the peo-
ple interviewed in 1968
lived in the same blocks
as thoge interviewed in
1967 and probably have
similar characteristics.

1. I'd like to ask how
satisfied you are with
some of the main
services the city is
supposed to provide
for your
hood. What ahbout the
quality of public
schools in this neigh-
borhood—are you gen-
erally satisfied, some-
what dissatisfied, or
very dissatisfied?

in this neighborhood

HE O W

Generally
Satisfied

Eeows
>

neighbor-

. Quality of public schools
. Parks and playgrounds for children

Somewhat
Dissatisfied

2. Thinking about city
services like schools,
parks, and garbage
collection, do you
think your neighbor-
hood gets better, about
the same, or worse

services than most
other parts of the city?
Better ....covevenns 12
About same ........ 54
Worse ......cccen.. 21
Don’t know ........ 8

3. If you have a serious
complaint about poor
service by the city, do
you think you can get
city officials to do
something about it if
you call them?

L R S RO 14
NO v cveesmsires 38
Don’t know ........ 48

4, Have you ever called
a city official with a
complaint about poor
service?

5. In general, do you
think Detroit city of-
ficials pay more, less,
or the same attention
to a request or com-
plaint from a Negro as
from a white person?

More .....ooovveune 3
Less s v 52
Same ....oo0v000ene 34
Don’t know ,....... 11

6. Do you think the May-
or of Detroit is trying
as hard as he can to
solve the main prob-
lems of the city, or
that he is not doing all
he could to solve these

problems?

Trying as hard as

he ean. .. ..o 42
Fairly hard ........21
Not hard at all..... 26
Don't know ........ 11

. Sports and recreation center for
teenagers in this neighborhood

. Police protection in this neighborhood

. Garbage collection in this neighbor hood

Very Don’t
Dissatisfied Know
16 22
36 17
40 21
34 8
24 3

7.

0,

10.

11

How about the state
government? Do you
think they are trying
as hard as they can
to solve the main
problems of cities like
Detroit, or that they
are not doing all they
could to solve these

problems?

Trying as hard as
they can ........... 35
Fairly hard ........ 22
Not hard at all .....27
Don’t know ........ 16

How about the federal
government in Wash-
ington? Do you think
they are trying ag
hard as they can to
solve the main prob-
lems of cities like De-
troit, or that they are
not doing all they

could to solve such
problems?

Trying as hard as
they can ........... 48
Fairly hard ........ 19
Not hard at all ..... 21
Don’t know ........ 12

How about private in-
dustry here in Detroit.
Do you think private
companies are trying
as hard as they can to
solve the main prob-
lems of cities like De-
troit, or that they are
not doing all they
could to solve such

problems?

Trying as hard as
they can ........... 52
Fairly hard ........ 12
Not hard at all 19
Don’t know ........ 16

How about the labor
unions in Detroit? Do
you think they are try-
ing as hard as they
can to solve the main
problems of cities like
Detroit, or that they
are not doing all they
could to solve such

problems?

Trying as hard as
they can .......... 52
Fairly hard ........ 11
Not hard at all ..... 18
Don’t know ........ 18

If you were employed
to the same work as a
white person, do you
feel you would likely
get less pay, about the

same pay, Or more
pay?
Less pay coovevenons 26

Same pay ....v..... 67

More pay .-ccevuuns 2
Don’t know ........ 5
12. Here are some com-
plaintg you hear some-
times about stores and
merchants. Would you
tell me if these things
ever happen to you

when you shop in
stores in or near this
neighborhood?

A, Do you think you are
unfairly overcharged
for goods often, some-
times, rarely, or
never?

B. Do you think you are
sold sgpoiled or infe-
rior goods often,
sometimes, rarely, or
never?

C. In such store, are you
treated disrespectfully
often, sometimes,
rarely, or never

A. B. C.
Often 55 15 !
Semetimes 22 40 11
Rarely 8 17 12
Never 11 26 67

Don’t Know 3 2 3

13. In general, would you
say that business has
been more fair to Ne-
groes since the riots
last summer, less fair,
or abouti the same?
More fair .. .... .. 39
Less fair .......... 14
About the same ... .47

14. In your own neighbor-
hood, do you think that
the merchants in the
following kinds of
businesses treat Ne-
groes fairly or unfair-
ly? After I read each
type of business, tell
me if you think the
merchants are fair or
unfair to Negroes.

‘g;
oS
&8 Qoé
Grocery Q@Q'& gé?e
stores 39 57 4
Car

Dealers 27 33 40
Furniture

stores 30 43 2
Auto repair

shops 29 28 43
Real estate

agents 29 34 3%
Insurance

agencies 51 27 22
Record

shops 66 7 26
Loan offices 21 41 3%
Home im-

provement 19 42 39



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

Do you think the TV
stations in Detroit re-
ported last summer’s
riot fairly or unfairly?

BRI coponmes s 49
Unfairly ........... 39
Don’t know ........ 12

Do you think the news-
papers in Detroit re-
ported the riot fairly
or unfairly?

Fairly ............. 43
Unfairly oso sy vann 40
Don’t know ........ 18

Now I am going to
read a list of publica-
tions. Please tell me
whether you read them
regularly, sometimes,
or not at all.

Not at All
Sometimes

Regularly
Michigan W
Chronicle 48
Detroit

News 49 33 21
Detroit

Free Press 35 35 31
The Courier 4 15 81
Inner City

Voice 3 8 89
How long have you
been living at this ad-
dress:

Less than one year 17
Over a year ....... 83
How long have you
lived in Detroit?

37 15

Under 1 year ...... 3
Under 5 years ..... 11
Over 5 years ..... 63

Born in Detroit ... 23
Where were you
brought up as a child?
Southern State .... 56
Northern State ..... 42
Elsewhere ......... 2
Do you or your family
own this home or do

you rent?

03 | (A ———. 46
Rent «u: i o voovenns 51
Other .............. 2

Is this the kind of
neighborhood you
would like to continue
in?

YE8 & ot o3 Boniindd i 42
N O 54
Don’t know ........ !

Would you say this
neighborhood is better
than the one you grew
up in, worse, or about
the same?

Better ............. 38
Worse ............. 26
NHINE sovvemenss oo, 33
Don’t know ........ 3

For the most part,
were you raised on a
farm, in a small town,

or in a city?

HEIN » ovisan v 12
Small town
{(under 50,000) ...... 35

City (50,000 or over) 53
25. Would you rather live
in a neighborhood with
only Negro families
or in a mneighborhood
that had both Negro
and White families?

NEBYO v ivwwery sosmsn 13
Negro and white ...75
Don’t know ........ 12

26. Which do you think 1s
more important now—
to get more and better
housing in and around
areas where Negroes
already live, ortoopen
housing for Negroes in
other parts of the city
and suburbs?

Get more and

better housing ..... 44
Open up new inte~
grated housing ..... 41
Both equal in
importance ........ 14
Don’t know ........ 1

27. Compared to Negroes
in other northern cit-
ies, do you think Ne-
groes in Detroit have
better than average
education, about the
game amount of edu-
cation, or less educa-

tion?

More education ....13
Less education ..... 8
Same amount of
education .......... 64
Don’t know ........ 15

28. Compared to Negroes
in other northern cit-
ies, do you think Ne-
groes in Detroit have
better than average in-
come, or less income?

More income ....... 44
Less income ....... 4
Same amount, ..... 39
Don’t know ....... 13

29. Compared to Negroes
in other northern ecit-
ies, do you think Ne-
groes in Detroit have
better jobs, about the
same kinds of jobs, or
worse jobs?

Better jobs ........ 42
Worse jobs ......... 2
Same kind of jobs 44
Don’t know ....... 12

30. In your opinion are
government officials
pushing integration too
slow, too fast, or about

right?

Too slow ......... 62
Moo fast . .c.ovoinvin 1
About right ......, 23
Don’t know ....... 13

31. Now I am going to ask

you some questions
about government and
politics. Very few
people would know all
the answers, so if you

don’t know, please say

0.
A.How many years
does the governor
of Michigan serve?
Four ............ 54
Other .......... 11
Don’t know .... 35

B. Name one U.S. Sen-
ator from Michigan.

HAXE: insera sussmsvaza 37
Griffin .., coovve 11
Other ........... 10
Don’t know ..... 432

C. To what political
party did President
Franklin D. Roose-
velt belong?

Democrat ....... s
Other ........... 1
Doen’t know ..... 20

32. Here is a list of Negro leaders in the Detroit area.

Please look at it and tell me which ones you have

heard of,
doing the most good?

Charles Diggs
John Conyers
Nicholas Hood
James Del Rio
Jackie Vaughn IIT
Albert Cleage
Coleman Young
Horace Sheffield
William Patrick
Robert Tindal
Edward Vaughn
Ray Shoulders
Milton Henry
Francis Kornegay

Julian Witherspoon

Roy Allen

Fred Lyles
Frank Ditto

Dan Aldridge
Marc Stepp
Longworth Quinn
General Baker
Lorenzo Freeman
Lonnie Peek

33. Which one of the black leaders do you think is

Heard of Doing Most

95 21
86 22
85 13

o
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34. Now I'm going to read you a list of statements.

For each statement, please tell me whether it's

true for you or not.

A. I often feel quite lonely
B

No,
Yes Not Don’t
True True Know
34 64 p

. To tell the truth, I would be
afraid to take part in eivil

right demonstration

34 62 4

C. Sometimes I can’t help won-
dering whether anything is

worthwhile anymore

44 53 3

D, I think a person nowadays has
to live pretty much for today
and let tomorrow take care

of itself

43 54 3

E. It bothers me to see Foreign-

ers succeeding more

than

Americans who were born here 51 44 5
F. Bometimes politics and govern-

ment seem so complicated that

a person like me can’t really

understand what’s going on

71 25 4

G.I don’t think public officials
care much what people like

me think

H. Voting is the only way people
like me (my parents) can have



No,
Yes Not Don’t
True True Know

a say about how the govern-

ment runs things 8 18 3
I. When I make plans ahead, I

usually get to carry things out

the way I expected 53 44 3
J. I often have trouble making up

my mind about important de-

cisions 41 58 1
K.I don’t particularly care for

“soul” food 16 84 0
L. “SBoul music” isn't especially

appealing to me 20 8 2
M.I don’t much care for those

new African clothing styles 5 4 6

35. If you could take a Don't know ........ 11

trip abroad, would you 36. Have you ever consid-

rather go to France,
England, China or

Nigeria?

France ............ 35
England ........... 12
Ghana ............. 14
Nigeria ............ 29

ered wearing a dash-
iki (bubba) or a tiki?

Yes covisuas v vevis 29
NG & 2 S5 bimnie woes 61
Has worn one ...... i
Doesn’t understand

the questiom ....... 4

37.

18

Now, I am going to read some more statements,

and I would like to know whether you agree or

Don’t
Agree agree Know

disagree with each one.

A. Negroes who get ahead do it
by fighting for their rights
B. If Negroes would try harder,
they could solve their prob-
lems without any help from

whites

C. Civil rights groups which have
both Negro and white leaders
would do better without the
whites

D. Racial discrimination is here
to stay for a long time

E, Negroes who get ahead do it
by being “Uncle Tom”

F. An owner of property should
not have to sell to Negroes if
he doesn’t want to

G. A restaurant owner should not
have to serve Negroes if he
doesn’t want to

H. Negroes should spend more
time praying and less time
demonstrating

I. Negroes who want to work
hard can get ahead just as
easily as anyone else

J. Before Negroes are given
equal rights, they have to show
that they deserve them

K. People of African descent are
basically superior

L. Black leaders go too far when
they praise and encourage vi-
olence

M. There should be more Negro
businesses, banks, and stores

N. Negroes should shop in Negro-
owned stores whenever pos-
sible

0. Negroes should take more
pride in Negro history

8

50

21
60
13

38

i8

40

58

32
23

68
9

83

Dis-

18

46

0
28

]

49

40

65
67

15

4

13

11

Dis- Don’t
Agree agree Know
P. Negroes should not have any-

thing to do with whiteg if they

can help it 13 84 2
Q. There should be a separate

black nation here 8 87 5
R. Negro school children should

study an African language 59 3 10
5.1t is Dbetter to be called

‘“black’ than ‘“‘Negro’’ 43 46 11
T. Too many Negroes start acting

and thinking like white people

as soon as they begin to get

ahead 58 M 9
U. Things would be better in this

part of town if more of the

policemen were black 49 32 18

V. People with “natural’”’ hair are

trying to be different just for
the sake of being different 39 49 12
W.Most of our problems would

be solved

if we could take a

pill that would make ug white 10 86 4

38,

Are most of the un-
happy things in peo-

out of life depends
upon ability or wupon

ples lives due to bad being in the right
luck or due to the mis- place at the right
takes they make? time?
Badluck ........... 20 ¥ 1111 ] 5, A — 91
Mistakes ........... 5 Being in the right
Don’t know ......... 5 place ...c.ovcrrnnes 24
39. Do you think that get- Don’t know......... 4
ting what you want
40. People have different ideas about what causes riots

like the one in Detroit last summer. Let me read
you a list of possible riot causes, and you can pick
out the ones which you think might be most likely to
cause another riot here. As I read each problem on
the list, please tell me whether it might have a
great deal to do with causing a riot, something to
do with causing a riot, or nothing at all to do with

causing a riot.

Agreat Some- Nothing Don’t

deal thing atall Know
Poverty 60 22 16 2
Lack of jobs 57 25 17 2
Poor housing 61 22 15 2
Black nationalism 34 31 24 11
Broken political
promises 40 22 32 6
Not enough integration 26 34 35 5
Teenagers 43 39 14 4
Police brutality il 19 6 4
Lack of strong
Negro leaders 33 31 29 7
Hatred of whites 31 37 2 5
The failure of
the schools 20 30 44 6
Anger with the
fire department 4 13 5 8
Anger with the police 62 25 10 3
Anger with politicians 28 26 42 4
Anger with local
business people 33 28 32 6
The failure of
parents to control
their children 49 32 15 4
The frustration of
middle class Negroes 16 31 35 18



Agreat Some- Nothing Don’t

to register:)
A. Did you vote in the

deal thing atall Know
Lack of recreation
familities 35 33 25 8
Disappointment with
white public officials n a1 25 t)
Disappointment with
Negro public officials 19 28 45 9
Poor transportation 8 14 7l Yl
Dirty neighborhoods 43 3 23 3
Overcrowded living
conditions 55 26 16 2
Too much drinking 42 23 3 4
Not enough welfare
services 13 23 47 1
41. If the United States got for you.

into a big world war
today, would vou per-
sonally feel this
country was worth
fighting for?

Worth fighting for . .77
Not worth

fighting for ........ 18
Don’t know ........ 4
42. If a situation like the
one in Vietnam wers
to develop in another
part of the world, do
you think the United
States should or should
not send troops?
Should: s in e envaien 2%
Should not .......... 67
Don’t know ......... 11
13. Which do you think is
the more important
issue facing the coun-
try today: civil rights
or the war in Viet-
nam?
Civil rights ..-...... 6
Vietnam .....cieuus 9
Both important ....23
Don't know ........ 2
44, Which of the following
do you think can best
help the Negro?
Federal
government ........ 31
State government... 4
City government ... 8
Neither ............ 2
All egual . .. oovis i 46
Don’t know ........ 8
45. All in all, compared
with three years ago,
do you think things for
you and your family
are better, worse or
about the same?
Better s csvvevs o onnn 54
WWOISE «vvevrivnnnnnns T
SAME corvoasannrnes 3%
Don’t know ......... 2
46. Now, here ig a pic-

ture of a ladder. Sup-
pose we say that the
top of the ladder rep-
resents the best pos-
sible life for you and
the hottom represents
the worst possible life

47.

48.

A. Where on the ladder
do you feel you per-
sonally stand at the
present time? (01
to 10)

Mean 5.7
B. Where on the ladder

would you say you

stood last summer,
just before the riot?

Mean 4.9
C. Where on the ladder

would you say you

stood 5 years ago?

Mean 4.2
D. Where do you think

yvou will be on the

ladder five years
from now?

Mean N
Generally speaking, do
vou usually think of
yvourself as a Republi-
can, a Democrat, an
independent, or what?
(IF R or D) Would you
call yourself a strong
(R, D) or a not very

strong (R, D)?

(IF INDEPENDENT)
Do you think of your-
self as closer to the
Republican or closer
to the Democratic
party?

Strong Democrat 71
Not very strong

Democrat 10
Independent closer
to Democrats 4

Independent (not
closer to either)
Independent closer
to Republicans 0
Not very strong
Republican 1
Strong Republican 2
Other, minor party 0
Don’t know,

refused to say 6
Are you registered to
vote, or do you plan to
register this year?

(514

¥es vuon v e 4
NO w on v gaves 26
Don’t know ......... 0

(If registered or plans

election for Presi-
dent in 1960 when
Nixon and Kennedy
ran or did some-
thing come up to
keep you from vot-

ing?

Voted 86
Did not vote 12
Don’t know 1

. (IF VOTED) Did

you vote for Nixon
or Kennedy?

Nixon 4
Kennedy 93
Don't know 3

. Did you vote in the

election for Presi-
dent in 1964 when
Goldwater and
Johnson ran, or did
gomething come up
to keep you from

voting ?

Voted 89
Did not vote 10
Don’t know 1

. (IF VOTED) Did

you vote for Gold-
water or Johnson?
Goldwater 2

Johnson 95
Don’t know 3

E. In the election next
November, do you
plan to wvote for
Richard Nixon, the
Republican, Hu-
bert Humphrey, the
Democrat, or
George Wallace, the
third-party candi-
date from Ala-
bama?

Nixon 1
Humphrey 4
Wallace 1
Undecided 25

F. (IF UNDECIDED)
As of right now,
which way are you
leaning? More to-
ward Humphrey,
more toward Nixon,
or more toward
Wallace ?

(Total vote after lean-
ing question:)

NIXON. s vuaseinas oo 2
Humphrey ......... 81
Wallace ............ 1
Don’t know ......... 17

49. T am going to read a list of different things that

have been suggested which Negroes could do to get
ahead. Please look at the card and then tell me
which things you think would hbe very important,

somewhat important,

harmful.

A. Get jobs and hang

on to them no
matter what

and civil rights
organization

D. Get more economic

power by developing
strong businesses
and industries that
are controlled by
Negroes

E. Get more political

power by voting
together to get
officials who will
look out for the
Negro people

F. Swing their weight

by mass demonstra-
tions, boycotts, and

other public demands 44
G. Have better rela-

tionships within
the family

- H. Depend on the better

white people to help
the Negroes

unimportant,

. Get more education 95
C. Be active in political

36 14 9

useless, or

Ll
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I. Avoid having any-
thing to do with
white people as
much as possible 5 10 23 14 45 3
J. Be ready to fight
alongside other
Negroes and partici-
pate in riots if
necessary 7 20 10 T4 4
K. Go to church and
keep out of trouble 58 20 11 i 2 3
L. Stop quarreling
among themselves
and unite efforts
on issues that in-
volve Negroes 82 13 2 1 0 1
M. Get ahead on your
own and don't be
held back by others
who won't work
as hard % 16 4 2 2 1
N. Be more militant 31 29 11 5 18 !
_ 0. Be more ready to
compromise 8o as to
get any gain, even
if it’s small 21 81 12 6 19 5
P. Build a black so-
ciety, completely
apart from whites,
either in the United
States or in Africa 7 5 16 13 53 6
50. Some people say po- Yes 9
licemen lack respect No 89
or use insulting lan- Don’t know 2
guage. Do you think 52. In general, would you
this happens to people say that police treat-
in this area? ment of people in this
Yes 57 part of town has been
No 29 better since the riot
Don’t know 14 last summer, worse
A.Has it happened to than before, or about
anyone you know? the same?
Yes 11 Better 22
No 55 Worse 15
Don’t know 4 About the same 48
B.Has it happened to Don’t know 15
you? 53. In the next five years,
Yes 17 do you think the atti-
No 81 tude of the white peo-
Don’t know 2 ple about Negro rights
51. Some people say po- will get better, worse,
licemen use unneces- or stay about the
sary force in making same?
arrests. Do you think Better 60
this happens to people Worse 3
in this area? Stay the same 20
Yes 53 Don’t know 12
No 32 54. Do you feel that Ne-
Don’t know 15 groes have more to
A.Has it happened to gain or more to lose
anyone you know? by regorting to vio-
Yes 38 lence in the civil rights
No 58 movement?
Don’t know 4 More to gain 20
B. Hag it happened to More to lose 63
you? Not sure 1%

55. Do you feel a riot like

37,

a8.

a9,

the one last summer
in Detroit could hap-
pen again or couldn’t
happen again?

Could happen 8
Could not happen 14
Dor’t know 8

(IF COULD HAPPEN)
A. How soon?

This year 10

Next year or

later 26

Don’t know 64
. Would you join in

something like that (a
riot) or not?

Probably would
join 10
Probably would
not join 9
Not sure 11

Were you in Detroit

last summer, during
riot?

Yes 91
No ]

A (IF YES) Would
you say that you
took active part in
that disturbance,
somewhat active,
or just slightly
active?

Very active 3
Somewhat active 2
Slightly active 5
Not active

(volunteers) 85
No answer 4

Have you heard any
gtories lately about
groups of whites plan-
ning to attack Negro
neighborhoods ?

(I" YES) Do you think
these stories are true
or false?

Heard stories and
think they are true 7
Heard stories and
think they are false 7
Heard stories and
don’t know if true

or false 3
Have not heard
stories 83

Is the head of the
household (are you)
working at the present
time, out of a job, or
what?

Working 76
Laid off

temporarily 2
Out of a job 4
Retired 12
Student 1
Military 0
Housewife 6

(IF RESPONDENT IS
Is NOT HEAD OF
HOUSEHOLD).

A . How about your-
self? Are you work-
ing, unemployed, a

student, or some-
thing else?
Working 43
Laid off
temporarily 2
Out of a job 3
Retired b
Student 18
Military 0
Housewife 28
60. What is your religion?
Protestant 81
Catholic 6
Muslim 1
Other i
None 4
Don’t know 1

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

All in all, how impor-
tant would you say
that religion is to you?
Extremely important,
quite important, fairly
important, not too im-
portant or not impor-
ant at all?
Extremely

important 57
Quite important 18
Fairly important 15
Not too important 6
Not important

at all 3
Don’t know 1
Have you ever served
in the armed forces?
Yes 19
No 81
Highest grade of school
completed (mean):

Father 7.6
Mother 8.8
Self 10.7
Head of house 10.2

Income of family:
Less than $2,500 11
$2,501 to $4,999 2%
$5,000 to $7,499 33
$%.500 to $9,999 16
$10,000 to $12,499 7
$12,500 to $14,999 2
$15,000 or more 4
Don't know, refused
to say

=]

(Married men only):
Is your wife working
at a job 20 hours or
more a week at pres-
ent?

Yes 39
No 61
Respondent’s sex:

Male 44
Female 56



