
Extract from letter dated 1 July 2007 from the Duke of Rothesay to the former First 
Minister

I am extremely grateful to you for your offer to help with the Business
in the Community/Scottish Business in the Community proposals for a
Climate Change seminar which, I understand, is being proposed for late
October/early November. My office will, I am sure, keep your staff
informed as the event takes shape.

While writing, I also wanted to express my heartfelt thanks to you, in
particular, for enabling the Scottish Executive's donation of £5million
towards the purchase of Dumfries House to take place. As you are no doubt
aware, this project has had a difficult and frustrating history, but I was
determined to bring together a consortium in order to ensure that this vital
part of Scotland's heritage and history was not only saved for the nation, but
that it may now become a focal point for the regeneration of the South West
of Scotland. I could not be more grateful to you for your help in all of this
and wondered whether you might be able to join me when I visit the House
with Johnny Bute on 13th July?

Extract from letter dated 11 July 2007 from the former First Minister to the Duke of 
Rothesay 

I am keen to provide Scottish Business in the Community with all possible assistance with
the proposed Climate Change seminar in the autumn and look forward to receiving more
information about the event in due course.

And finally, I am delighted that we were able to assist with your excellent initiative to save
Dumfries House and its contents for the Scottish nation and look forward to touring the
house with you on 13 July.

Extracts from letter dated 16 November 2007 from the former First Minister’s private 
secretary to the Deputy Private Secretary to the Duke of Rothesay 

Thank you for your letter of 5 October.  We have been in touch more recently about the
various items of action following the First Minister’s discussions with His Royal Highness.

Agriculture and Environment

I  understand that  a  meeting  with  Richard  Lochhead and Michael  Russell  is  planned for
January in Ballater.
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Extracts from letter dated 7 June 2008 from the Duke of Rothesay to the former First 
Minister
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Extracts from letter dated 4 July 2008 from the former First Minister to the Duke of 
Rothesay 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot  



St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot  



Extract from letter of 15 August 2008 from the Duke of Rothesay to the former First 
Minister
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Extract from reply of 5 September 2008 to the above letter from the former First 
Minister to the Duke of Rothesay 
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Extract from letter dated 15 June 2009 from the Duke of Rothesay to the former First 
Minister

You will not be surprised to know that there are a number of issues
which I would very much like to discuss with you when we meet but, in
the meantime, I wondered if I might mention the whole issue of the work
carried out by the Soil Association Scotland and, in particular, the
development of sustainable food supply chains? I have been told that this
issue of public procurement has recently been examined by your
colleague, the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment.
However, perhaps somewhat inevitably, the Soil Association Scotland is
finding it very difficult to pursue its "Food for Life" programme because
of the current funding climate. As you may know, the "Food for Life"
programme promotes procurement of food that is freshly prepared,
bought locally, has high animal welfare standards and meets your
Government's criteria for sustainable public procurement. The benefits to
education, to local economies, to animal welfare and to the environment
have all proved to be significant. It is being implemented to varying
degrees in several local authorities in Scotland, and also in the private
sector including, for example, by Celtic Football Club.

As Patron of the Soil Association, I was delighted recently to
present a series of awards, in the form of the "Food for Life" Catering
Mark, to various catering establishments. I was particularly pleased that
both East Ayrshire Council and Celtic Football Club earned the top
category Gold award.

If I may say so, it is enormously encouraging that East Ayrshire, one
of Scotland's smaller Councils, is leading nationally in sustainable public
procurement and is able to demonstrate a steadfast commitment to "Food
for Life." In this regard, you may know that I have maintained an interest
in East Ayrshire's "Food for Life" project over the last few years. Its
success is significant, delivering enhanced value in social, economic and
environmental terms, with over forty schools benefitting communities
through their contracts with local producers and farmers. Equally, it is
clear that there is a great deal of work to be developed in this area across
the public sector that cannot be undertaken by Government alone.

I am told by Hugh Raven, Director of the Soil Association Scotland,
that the Scottish Government is providing support for "Food for Life"
through the Scottish Rural Development Programme, in a contract
focussed on developing supply chains. What is also apparently urgently
needed is support for the.procurement authorities - most especially local
authorities and their education departments, but also potentiaUy hospitals,
prisons and other public sector bodies -to change their procurement and
catering practice towards fresh, local and organic ingredients. There
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simply is no substitute to having expert advice available to caterers
hoping to make their way in this respect - and no organization has done
more to provide this in Scotland than the Soil Association.

The Scottish Government has frequently expressed its approval of
this approach, and I wondered if it might be possible to investigate
whether there could be some form of support to assist the Soil
Association in avoiding having to cut back their capacity for this initiative
at precisely the moment that your Government looks set to give. it the very
strongest of endorsements?

Looking to the future, I believe the proposals being developed to
establish a Food Academy at Dumfries House have the potential to
provide a centre of excellence for the promotion of sustainable food
strategies, for all of Scotland and beyond .
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Extract from letter dated 3 August 2009 from the Duke of Rothesay to the former First 
Minister

Extract from letter dated 14 October 2009 from the former First Minister to the Duke of 
Rothesay 

Extracts from letter dated 17 June 2010 from the Duke of Rothesay to the former First 
Minister
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Extract from letter dated July 2010 from the former First Minister to the Duke of 
Rothesay 
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