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Owen with his parents

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
MERRIMACK, SS.       SUPERIOR COURT  
          
   

State of New Hampshire 
 

V. 
 

Owen Labrie 
 

NO. 217-2014-CR-617 
 
 

DEFENDANT’S SENTENCING MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 1. The defendant, Owen Labrie, respectfully submits this 

sentencing memorandum to inform the Court of his background, to 

discuss the results of an evaluation he engaged in voluntarily, 

and to assist the Court in determining an appropriate sentence 

in this case. He requests that the Court give strong 

consideration to his lack of criminal record, his academic and 

personal achievements, and his youth. The appropriate sentence 

is a term of probation, with conditions that will ensure that he 

continues with counseling, engages in community service, and has 

no contact with the complainant and 

her family. 

Owen Labrie’s Background 

 2. Owen Labrie was born on 

October 11, 1995, in New Hampshire. He 

was raised, primarily by his mother, 
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on a farm in Vermont. He is an only child and his parents 

divorced when he was very young. His 

mother, Denise Holland, is a public 

school teacher in Vermont, and his 

father, Cannon Labrie, is a landscaper 

and freelance editor. Though his 

family struggled financially 

throughout his upbringing, Owen was 

supported and loved by his parents. 

 3. Early in Owen’s education, 

it was clear to his teachers that he was exceptionally bright. 

He was performing far ahead of his grade level, and after 

kindergarten, he was admitted to the second grade at Crossroads 

Academy in Lyme, New Hampshire. Owen was given a partial 

scholarship, and consistently 

excelled in school. Owen was 

admitted to Kimball Union 

Academy for high school, also 

with a partial scholarship, and 

attended for two years. Owen 

applied to other schools, and 

was admitted to St. Paul’s 

School with a full scholarship and a condition that he attend 

for three years.  
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Owen visiting Harvard after his admission 

 4. Owen loved St. Paul’s School. He excelled academically 

in all areas, and graduated summa cum laude. Several of his 

teachers became mentors to Owen. He was selected to be a prefect 

for the library in his junior year, and a prefect for his 

residence hall in his senior year. Owen was active in 

extracurricular activities, volunteer projects, and sports, 

including soccer, where he became captain of the team. Owen made 

friends, dated girls, and had other typical high school 

experiences. He was honored with a Rector’s Award at graduation 

for his contributions to the St. Paul’s community. 

 5. Owen immersed himself in 

the religious aspects of St. Paul’s 

School. He was a prefect for the 

chapel. “Chapel prefects are 

students who have been identified 

as having a desire to help lead 

worship within the community,” 

according to the Reverend Michael 

Spencer.1 Owen’s goal for college 

was to study theology and divinity 

in college, and he was admitted to 

Harvard College with a full 

                     
1 See “Chapel Prefects Provide Student Leadership Opportunity,” available at 
http://www.sps.edu/podium/default.aspx?t=204&nid=727138&bl=back&rc=0. 
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Owen preparing the lumber for the chapel 

scholarship and the opportunity also to take courses at the 

Harvard Divinity School. 

6. Owen’s life trajectory changed drastically after he 

was accused of rape by surprise and without consent. His 

admission to Harvard was effectively withdrawn. His parents 

hired an attorney, which made their tight financial situation 

even more precarious. He had never been in trouble before. The 

school that was his home for three years, and to which he had 

been fully committed, renounced him without so much as a phone 

call. He received a letter that his Rector’s Award had been 

rescinded, and he was informed that his name would not be 

included in the list of graduates displayed at the school. 

7. Owen voluntarily entered counseling, first with Dr. 

Pano Rodis, and upon Dr. Rodis’s death, with Dr. Edmund Piper. 

Dr. Piper has submitted a letter for the Court’s consideration, 

which is appended as Exhibit 1. He devoted his time to build a 

chapel on his 

father’s 

property. He 

sought out 

opportunities 

to help 

neighbors 
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construct buildings so that he could learn from their 

experience. He designed the building, cleared the land of trees 

and brush, and constructed the joints by hand so that it would 

have a timeless appearance. He has continued to work on the 

chapel while awaiting sentencing. 

Evaluation 

 8. Owen voluntarily participated in a psychosexual risk 

evaluation in August 2014, when his charges included the 

aggravated felony sexual assault counts. The evaluation is 

submitted with the pre-sentence report prepared by the 

Department of Corrections. The psychologist reviewed all 

available documents, including the police reports. He 

interviewed Owen, and administered psychological tests designed 

to measure sexual opinion and behavior, cognitive distortions, 

sexual addiction, victim empathy and remorse, sociopathic 

tendencies, and risk of re-offense. The testing showed that Owen 

was at a low risk to reoffend. The evaluator had three 

recommendations.  

9. First, he indicated that Owen should participate in 

psychotherapy that was not “traditional ‘Sex Offender 

Counseling’ . . . with a group of individuals who have molested 

children or been involved in forcible rapes.” The second 

recommendation was that Owen not be required to register as a 

sex offender, as he “committed a crime but is not a typical 
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sexual offender that the public needs to be aware of.” The third 

conclusion by this expert in sexual misconduct was that St. 

Paul’s School should end the senior salute tradition, or at 

least inform parents of it “so the parents can educate and warn 

their children.” 

Character Letters 

 10. There has been an outpouring of support for Owen by so 

many persons who know him well through years of interaction. 

There are too many letters to address each one within this 

memorandum, but they highlight Owen’s warm and generous nature, 

his intellectual curiosity and talents, and his empathy and 

humility. 

 11. A friend of Owen’s from St. Paul’s School, Alexandra 

Taylor, wrote that 

It is an enormous task to believe fully in someone, 
regardless of what they may be accused of. Yet, in the 
face of absolute disaster, remaining a loyal friend to 
Owen has never been a question for me. I have never, 
in all the years I have known him, regretted our 
friendship for a single moment. Owen Labrie is the 
kindest, most brilliant, and most authentic friend I 
have today. Through the past 16 months, that has not 
changed. 
 

Ayodeji Ogunnaike, a Harvard Ph.D. student, served as a teaching 

fellow at St. Paul’s School during Owen’s first year there. They 

lived in the same dorm, and kept in touch after Mr. Ogunnaike 

began his doctoral program. Mr. Ogunnaike noted that 
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[Owen’s] peers and teachers, such as myself, were 
instantly drawn to him not so much because he is 
charismatic, which he certainly is, but rather because 
it became instantly clear that he cares deeply. He 
cares about his studies, about his peers, and most 
importantly about making himself into the best person 
he possibly can. In my opinion, this is why he became 
so interested in religion, and most of our 
conversations since 2011 have always tended in that 
direction.  

 
 John Meehan, a St. Paul’s School graduate and friend of 

Owen’s, wrote about him,  

[Owen] carries every positive quality that I want to 
try to carry with me in life. The blend of strength 
and compassion that this nineteen year old boy has 
shown throughout this process is honestly the most 
amazing thing I have ever seen. . . His character is 
one of a kind, and his heart is as pleasant as you can 
find. 
 

 12. These letters, and many others which are equally 

compelling, are submitted with this memorandum as Exhibit 2. 

Sentencing 

 13. The defendant agrees with Deputy County Attorney 

Catherine Ruffle’s public stance on the appropriate approach in 

this case. As she told The Today Show shortly after the verdict,  

I think the most important component in this sentence 
is going to be rehabilitation. The judge has to 
consider factors of punishment, deterrence and 
rehabilitation. I think there will be some portion of 
each of those components, but I think given Owen’s age 
in this case, that rehabilitation - so that he can 
move forward in life and move beyond this and not 
continue to commit crimes of this nature - will be the 
most important component.2 

                     
2 Available at http://www.today.com/news/st-pauls-school-rape-
trial-prosecutor-case-highlights-need-dialogue-t41466. 
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The proposed sentence is that he be placed on probation for a 

period to be determined by the Court, with conditions that 

include continued counseling, a requirement of a certain number 

of hours each month being devoted to community service, and that 

he have no contact with the complainant, her family, and the 

campus of St. Paul’s School. 

 14. This sentence will meet the traditional goals of 

sentencing. His rehabilitation will continue with his maturation 

aided by the counseling from a therapist who is well aware of 

the entire situation. His crucible over the past eighteen months 

has provided powerful deterrence to Owen’s ever treating a woman 

with selfishness or disrespect, and it has given a clarion 

warning to other young men who have witnessed his fall from 

grace. 

 15. Owen’s punishment to date has been enormous. He has 

lost his dream of attending Harvard College and its Divinity 

School. The full scholarship which would have permitted him to 

do so is unlikely to be offered by anyone else, putting his 

career prospects in dire jeopardy. His name will forever be 

associated with the allegations that led to the media frenzy 

that accompanied the trial, and which are preserved for eternity 

by the internet. He can never return to the campus that provided 
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him with so much joy and personal growth, or to his schoolmates 

who now view him as a pariah. 

 16. And Owen’s most hurtful punishment is yet to come: 

lifetime registration as a sex offender. Owen will be precluded 

from numerous careers in which he will never be considered for 

employment – because he is a registered sex offender. There will 

be hundreds of places where he cannot reside because as a 

registered sex offender, he cannot be within a specified 

proximity to a church, playground, school or park. When he does 

relocate his residence, his introduction to the town will 

include the police department where he has to inform them of his 

status as a registered sex offender. This scarlet letter will 

even accompany him in retirement, where there will still be 

restrictions on where he can live, or what he can do with his 

grandchildren. 

 17. His punishment will continue in even more personal 

ways. He is certain to have a romantic relationship that 

suggests the possibility of marriage, and the day will come when 

he has to inform her that he is a registered sex offender. Owen 

may have children who wonder why their father, who was such an 

accomplished soccer player, doesn’t volunteer to coach their 

teams in a community league. They too eventually will learn the 

reason why their father could not do so.   
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