THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
9gAPR 8 PT7: 0l
April 8, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR m&smm

FROM: JACK QUINN 2;""(
COUNSEL TOTHE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: GAY MARRIAGE

The White Housc has reccived numerous inquirics concerning your position on gay
marriage. In addition, The Advocate, a widely-read gay and lesbian newspaper, is planning
to publish a story on this issue and would like to include a statement of your position. The
deadline for that story is tomorrow -- Tuesday, April 9.

With input from Marsha Scott, we have prepared the attached talking points. George
Stephanopoulos has reviewed and approved them.

- The institutions of traditional marriage and family face tremendous pressures in
today's society. We must do everything we can to support and strengthen
these institutions. The President has previously said that he does not personally
support same-sex marriages.

The President is aware that many communities and institutions are considering
whether certain basic benefits can be provided outside the context of traditional
marriage. The challenge in addressing these issues is to remain sensitive to the
traditional values of our communities while preserving the fundamental right to
live free from unjustified discrimination,

In our country's history we have, for good rcason, looked first to state and
local governments, as well as the private sector, to consider issues like these

involving community values and matters of conscience. The President believes
that these issues continue to be best resolved at this level of civil discourse.

Recommendation
That you approve the talking points set forth above.

AGREE DISAGREE DISCUSS




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 28, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: KATHLEEN WALLMAN
DEPUTY COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBIECT: GAY MARRIAGE

In the event that you are asked about gay marriage at tomorrow morning's coffee,
Jack Quinn recommends that you respond along the following lines. These talking points
were prepared with input from Marsha Scott.

The institutions of traditional marriage and family face tremendous pressures in
today's society. We must do everything we can to support and strengthen
these institutions. I have previously said that I do not personally support same-
sex marriages.

I am aware that many communities and institutions are considering ways,
outside the context of traditional marriage, to address issues relating to same-
sex partnerships, including whether certain basic benefits can be provided to
same-sex partners. The challenge in addressing these issues is to remain
sensitive to the traditional values of our communities while preserving the
fundamental right to live free from unjustified discrimination.

In our country's history we have, for good reason, looked first to state and
local governments, as well as the private sector, to consider issues like these
involving community values and matters of conscience. I believe that issues
relating to same-sex partnerships continue to be best resolved at this level of
civil discourse.




TALKING POINTS ON GAY MARRIAGE

The institutions of traditional marriage and family face tremendous pressures in
today's society. We must do everything we can to support and strengthen
these institutions. The President has previously said that he does not personally
support same-sex marriages.

The President is aware that many communities and institutions are considering
whether certain basic benefits can be provided outside the context of traditional
marriage. The challenge in addressing these issues is to remain sensitive to the
traditional values of our communities while preserving the fundamental right to
live free from unjustified discrimination.

In our country's history we have, for good reason, looked first to state and
local governments, as well as the private sector, 0 consider issues like these
involving community values and matters of conscience. The President believes
that these issues continue to be best resolved at this level of civil discourse.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 28, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
MARSHA SCOTT
FROM: KATHY WALLMAN

Kathy Wallman has advised me that the attached represents Jack Quinn's proposal on
what the President should say about the issue of gay marriage.

Kathy has asked me to forward this statement to you for your review. She has also
asked me to request that we meet as promptly as possible to discuss this.
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Let me say, first, that the institution of marriage and what most of us think of as
the “traditional family” have come under tremendous pressures in today’s society. We

must do everything we can to support and strengthen them.

At the same time, we must acknowledge that some men and women are able to
find fulfilment only in relationships that do not conform to our traditional notions of
marriage and family. These individuals are entitled to our consideration as well, and it
is in society's interest to encourage them to live in stable, faithful, responsible,
relationships -- even if those relationships differ from what most of us have been brought

up to regard as the norm.

Whether that encouragement should take the form of legally sanctioned marriages
is something about which people of good will can differ. Our society is not there yet.
| personally am not there yet. But | also believe that such matters of conscience should
be decided not in Washington, but in the states and local communities, as they have
been since the founding of the Republic.

As of now, no state has recognized same-sex marriage, though some are
wrestling with the issue and many more will do so in the coming months and years. By
the same token, many local governments and hundreds of leading corporations, such as
[Microsoft and Levi Strauss], have taken the more modest step of granting gay and
lesbian employees and their partners certain basic benefits that married couples take for
granted, such as health insurance coverage and bereavement leave.

I think these kinds of local experiments should be allowed to continue without
federal interference. On the other hand, | think most Americans believe that the federal
government does have an important role to play in ensuring that every person,
~ regardless of sexual orientation, is safe from violence, harassment, and discrimination.
That is why | support reauthorization of the Hate Crimes Statistics Act, and urge the
speedy enactment of the Employment Non-Discrimination Act now pending in Congress.

MDA DRAFT March 26, 1996
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