Manchester Community College Academic Senate opposes the recent developments in transfer
pathways for the following reasons:

e They require programs to change in ways that violate their academic integrity.

e They unduly limit the number and kind of courses required of any program, in violation of the
spirit of the enabling legislation.

e They replace existing degrees.

e They limit student choice in where to transfer, overriding existing articulation agreements.

e They homogenize student experience with contempt for regional diversity and responsiveness to
local community.

e They assume Community College is a place for certainty of purpose.

e They invalidate students who enroll in Community Colleges for purposes of exploration and
enrichment, constraining them into either transfer or job-training pathways.

e They fail to recognize the value of education outside of degree attainment.

e They discard academic freedom from Community College faculty.

e They delegitimize faculty knowledge of our own disciplines.

e They place Community Colleges in a lower-tier position relative to our supposed equals at State
Universities.

e They were drafted out of colleges’ view and neglected to offer opportunity for comment.

We strongly urge the Board of Regents Academic and Student Affairs Committee to delay their
scheduled March 13, 2015 vote on the Policy Statement on Associate Degrees TAP Pathways until
all 17 campuses’ academic senates have had a chance to review, discuss, and suggest modifications.
This policy changes the Community College mission without even asking for our input. The
original Transfer and Articulation Policy, approved by the Board of Regents on March 15, 2012,
calls for “There shall be transfer associate degrees common to all of the Connecticut Community
Colleges that shall include at least 30 credits of transferrable general education [...] and the
remaining credits shall be articulated with degree programs at the Connecticut State Universities
and Charter Oak State College.” That should guide our work.

Academic Senate approved 3/5/15, Mehrdad Faezi, Chair of Academic Senate
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