
Scientific articles are meant to be objective, but U.S. District 

Judge Kathleen O’Malley had doubts about the work presented 

in her court during litigation against manufacturers of welding 

products. In February 2008, she ordered all parties to produce 

records of any payments made to the authors of scientific articles 

cited by expert witnesses. Judge O’Malley wrote in her order that 

these authors could have “prejudices or biases. The most obvious 

of these possible biases is the receipt of money from one of the 

parties.”

 

The welding industry produced a list of over $10 million in 

payments to the authors of the scientific articles—dwarfing the 

$500,000 that the plaintiffs had spent. Here is the full list of the 

industry’s payments, itemized by date and recipient.

— The Center for Public Integrity, June 2008
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