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South Western Consultation Coordinator  
4/15 Great Minster House, 
33 Horseferry Road, 
SW1P 4DR 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
South Western Franchise: Stakeholder Consultation 
 
I write on behalf of the Isle of Wight Council in response to the Department for Transport’s stakeholder 
consultation exercise in respect of the above. 
 
Of particular and primary concern to the Council is the treatment of the Isle of Wight’s rail connection Island 
Line, which links one of the Island’s principal towns and pedestrian gateways with its major tourist and 
settlement areas. 
 
The Council’s formal position in respect of the future of Island Line was agreed following a lengthy debate at 
its meeting of September 2015 and is as set out below:- 
 
THAT Council:  

 
(i) Notes that the next South Western rail franchise period will commence in 2017, two years earlier 

than had been anticipated.  
 

(ii) Further notes that the proposed “Island Infrastructure Taskforce” (as agreed by Full Council in 
November 2014) has not secured any funding from government, and therefore has not been 
established.  

 
(iii) In light of (i) and (ii) above, reaches a view that Island Line should remain as a fully integral part of 

the South Western rail franchise for the entire duration of its post-2017 period.  
 

(iv) Makes representations to the Department of Transport (DfT) stating this unequivocal view, and urges 
them to ensure that the franchise specification invites bidders to set out how they would invest in, 
maintain and improve the service throughout this time. 




