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18 5511A2.1IA CRUELTY TO ANIMALS M1 1 COUNT
The actor willfuily and maliciously killed, maimed, mutilated, tortured or disfigured a dog or cat, whether
belonging to the actor or otherwise, in violation of 18 Pa.C.5.§5511(a)(2.1)(i)(A).
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AFFIDAVIT of PROBABLE CAUSE

1. WHEN:
a) Date when Affiant received information:
1/21/2016___

b) Date when the source of information (Police Officers, Informant, Victim, Co-Defendant, Defendant, etc.) received information:
1/21/2016

2. HOW:

a) How Affiant knows this particular person commited crime: (personal observation, defendant’s admissions, etc.):

Gerald Walker Jr. informed Officer Luffey and Humane Society Police Officer Ed Mitchell that he is the owner of the severely
emaciated famale pit bull mixed dog. Gerald Walker Jr. surrendered ownership of the animal to the Westem Pennsylvania
Humane Society.

b) How the source of information knows this particular person committed the crime:

Gerald Walker Jr. surrendered ownership of his severely emaciated female pit bull mixed dog to the Westem Pennsylvania
Humane Society. Gerald Walker Jr. told officers that the dog belongs to him.

¢} How both Affiant and/or source of information knows that a particular crime has been commited:
The dog given to Officer Christine Luffey and Humane Society Police Officer Ed Mitchell by Gerald Walker Jr. is severely
emaciated. The dog is literally fur on top of a skeleton. Immediate veterinary care was needed.

3. WHAT CRIMES:

18 5511 A2.1IA CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

4. WHERE CRIME(S) COMMITTED:
7301 KELLY STREET, APT. #1, PITTSBURGH, PA 15208

5. WHY AFFIANT BELIEVES THE SOURCE OF INFORMATION:

X Source is presumed reliable, i.. other Police Officer, Eyewitness, Victim of Crime, etc.
Source has given information in the past which has led to arrest and/or conviction

X  Defendant's reputation for criminal activity

This source made declaration against his/her penal interest to the above offense

x

X Affiant and/or other Police Officers corroborated details of the information
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Your affiant is Officer Christine Luffey. | have worked as a Pittsburgh Police Officer for almost 23 years. | have specialized in
cruelty to animals cases for the past 18 years.

On January 21, 2016, Officer Ed Mitchell from the Western Pennsylvania Humane Society, met with me at Zone 3 station and
asked for my assistance. Officer Mitchell informed me that on January 20, 2016, the property manager of 7301 Kelly Street, Apt.
#1, had a pest control company at that residence to fumigate the apariment. While inside of the residence, the technician
observed a brown/tan coiored pit bull type dog that is severely emaciated. The dog was tethered to a wall with a red short leash.
The technician tock a photograph of the severely emaciated dog and sent it to the Western Pennsylvania Humane Society. The
photograph shows the dog's ribs, back bones, and hip bones are protruded. The property manager advised the Westem
Pennsylvania Humane Society that the tenant of the apartment is Danielle Sims. Based on the photograph, and our professional
experience and training, we believed this dog is in advanced stages of starvation and needed to be removed immediately for
necessary medical attention.

| obtained a search warrant. The warrant was approved and signed by District Justice Richard King. Officer Mitchell and ! then
went to Zone 5 station for assistance. The following officers went to 7301 Kelly Street, Apt. #1 to execute the search warrant at
about 10:25 am: Officer Colby Neidig, Officer Bryce Valencic, Lieutenant Matt Gauntner, Officer £d Mitehell, and | . | knocked
loudly cn the front door and announced our presence. A few minutes later, a female opened the door and iet us inside. | explained
to Ashia Sims (412-583-7740) that we have a warrant to remove the dog. Ashia informed me that there is no dog inside of the
house. | showed Ashia Sims the photograph of the dog that was taken by the technician on January 20, 2016. Ashia told me that
the dog belongs to Gerald Walker (age 19). | explained to Ashia that the dog is in desperate need of medical attention and will die
without help. Ashia then called her mother at 412-661-0698 and Danielle Sims at 412-290-2404 attempting to find Geraid Walker
and the dog. Ashia told me that she believes that Gerald Walker is in school. Ashia stated that Gerald attends classes at the
Student Achievement Center located at the corner of Brushton and Frankstown Road. Ashia gave me Gerald Walker's telephone
number (412-736-5145). | continued to call him and | left a message for him informing him that | need to spsak with him
immediately. Ashia was very cooperative and | thanked her for her help.

Officer Neidig, Officer Valencic, Officer Mitchell, and | went to the Student Achievement Center. The school police officer informed
us that Gerald Walker did not come to school that day, but she gave us the address that is on file for him. Officer Neidig, Officer
Valencic, Officer Mitchell, and | then went to 1663 Broadhead Street. A male answered the door and told us that Gerald and the
dog does not reside at the house and that he doesn't know their whereabouts. The mailz did not give us his name, but he said that
he is married to Gerald's grandmother. | wrote down my contact information and asked the male to please inform Gerald that |
naed to speak with him immediately. | continued to call Gerald Walker on his cell phone. Gerald finally answered the telephone. |
informed Gerald that his dog is in desperate need of medical atiention. Gerald told me that he is at 419 Rebecca Strest located in
Wilkinsburg.

Officer Mitchell and | went to 419 Rebecca Street. We located Gerald Walker on the third floor of the residence. Geraid was
waiting for us in the doorway leading o the third flocr apartment. The dog was with him. The dog is a tan/brown female pit bull
mix. The dog is completely and severely emaciated. | believe that we could see every bone in her body. The dog is basically fur
on top of a skeleton. Ceraid told us that the dog is ermaciatec because "she has worms”. Gerald told us that the dog belongs to
him. Gerald told us that the dog's name is "Lady". Gerald Walker surrencered the dog to the care and custody of the Western
Pennsylvania Humane Society. The dog's toe nails were extremely overgrown and she could barely walk. Officer Mitchell took a
fevy photoaraphs of tha dog and of the mats viho identifiad himes'* 25 Garald Wallier. ! carriad thie fhendhy armal o Ofiner
Mitchell's truck. | held her during the ride to the Western Penisylvania Humane Society. The dog is extremely friendly and
continually licked my face.

We arrived at the Western Pennsylvania Humane Society and the dog was immediately admitted to the vaterinary clinic for
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On January 22, 2016, | was informed by Officer Ed Mitchell that the dog, who is now referred to as "Effie", was not doing well.
Officer Mitchell informed me that "Effie" consumed food and water on January 21, 2016, but shortly after eating and drinking began
vomiting. Officer Mitchell told me that he is transporting "Effie" to PVSEC Animal Hospital for specialized treatment and care.
During the early evening on January 22, 2016, | was contacted by Mary Kennedy Withrow from the Westem Pennsyivania Humane
Society. Mary informed me that "Effie" is in bad shape and that while "Effie” was at the Western Pennsylvania Humane Society
that pieces of underwear, corn kernels, and plastic were found in her feces. Shortly after speaking with Mary Kennedy Withrow, |
received another telephone call from Mary Kennedy Withrow. | was on speaker phone having a conversation with both Mary
Kennedy Withrow and Joy Braunstein (the Executive Director of the Western Pennsylvania Humane Society). .| was informed that
the veterinarian at PVSEC Animal Hospital informed Mary and Joy that foreign material was palpable in the stomach and that
surgery would be needed for “Effie” to survive. Joy Braunstein warned me that "Effie" may die during surgery because she is
saverely emaciated and extremely weak. We decided to give "Effie" a chance at survival and within the hour she had surgery.
During the late evening of January 22, 2016, | was contacted by Mary Kennedy Withrow who informed me that "Effie" survived the
surgery, but would have a long road to recovery. Mary informed me that the veterinarian at PVSEC Animal Hospital removed cioth,
com kemels, a few small bones, and several large pieces of orange peels from Effie's abdominal region during the surgery.

On January 25, 20186, | was informed by Officer Ed Mitchell that "Effie” was going to be discharged from PVSEC Animal Hospital
on that day at 3:30 pm. | learned that "Effie” was picked up at PVSEC Animal Hospital by Officer Ed Mitcheli and Mary Kennedy
Withrow and transported to the Western Pennsyivania Humane Society where she would spend the night.

On January 26, 2016, | was informed by Officer Ed Mitchell that "Effie” was not able to maintain her body temperature. Officer
Mitchell told me that he needed to transport "Effie" back to PVSEC Animal Hospital for care and treatment.

On January 27, 2016, Officer Ed Mitchell informed me that "Effie"” was adopted from the Animal Rescue League on May 18, 2013
by Tonya Jennings - 412-969-2138 - 3432 Denny Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15201. This information was confirmed by Janice Bernard
and Joe Tedesco from the Animal Rescue League. Janice Bemard faxed me "Effie’s” adoption records. After confirming the
information with the Animal Rescue League, Officer Mitchell and | telephoned Tonya Jennings. Tonya Jennings told us that she
adopted the dog in May of 2013 from the Animal Rescue League. Tonya said that she changed the dog's name to "Lady". Tonya
stated that she had the dog for about 3 1/2 months, but had to part with the dog because she had to move. Tonya told us that she
gave the dog to her nephew, "G" (Geraid Walker) because she did not want to take the dog back to the animal shelter. Tonya
began to cry and told us that she feels responsible for what happened to the dog because she violated the contract she signed

with the Animal Rescue League by giving the dog to Gerald Waiker instead of retuming the dog to the shelter. Tonya stated that
Gerald Walker, who was a minor at the time, really wanted the dog. Tonya told us that she gave the dog to Gerald Walker in
August of 2013. Tonya told us that Gerald Walker is her sister's, Tia Matthew's son. Tenya said that for about a year she made
sure that the dog was being cared for. Tonya told us that Tia Matthew's (Gerald Walker's mother), fell on hard times and was
evicted from her North Side residence during the summer of 2015 and moved in with other family members. Tonya said that Gerald
Walker moved in with her sister, Danielle Sims, in Homewood. Tonya told us that there is no excuse for Gerald Walker not to feed
the dog, becauss ha inows that she wou!ld have provided it. Tonya saic ti:at she believes that Cerald Walker scverely ney! acted
the dog because he moved back into his cld neighborhood and began associating with bad people.

On January 27. 2016 ot 1:25 pm Officer Fd Mitchel! 2nd | telephened Gerald Waltar. | informed Garald that we vronld like to talk
to him about what happened with the dog. | asked Gerald to meet with us at Zone 5 station at a time that is convenient for him.
Gerald said that he did not want to come to the police station but wanted us to hear what happened with the dog. Gerald began
telling his story. Officer Mitchell and | listened. Gerald Walker said that the dog’s name is "Lady" and that it was with him for 2
months because he was watching it for his Aunt because she is on vacation. Gerald said that the dog "got worms and | cdon't have
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no money”". Gerald told us that, "l see worms in her poop™. Gerald then said that he didn't feed the dog for a week because he
couldn't afford to. Gerald then told us that he was arrested for an incident that happened at the T station, but did not elaborate.
Gerald said that he does not want to be in trouble for what happened to the dog because he was working on getting the dog
medicine to treat the worms when we showed up.

On January 28, 2016, Officer Ed Mitchell and | went to 7301 Kelly Street, Apt. #1. While we were knocking on the front door, Rich
Worley (412-657-5379) stopped his truck and approached us. Rich Woriey told us that he maintains rental units owned by
AHRCO located at 7021 Kelly Street. Rich said that 7301 Kelly Street is also maintained by him. Rich asked us if there is
something that he could help us with. | informed Rich that we wanted to speak with the tenant of the apartment (Danielle Sims).
Rich confirmed that Danielle Sims is the tenant of that apartment. No one answered the door at 7301 Kelly Street, Apt. #1 while
we were standing outside. | informed Rich that | would leave a notice asking Danielle Sims to contact me. Rich Worley then told
us that he saw the news and said, "It is a shame about that dog". | asked Rich Worley who the person was who was fumigating
the apartment and took the photo of the dog. Rich told me that person’s name is Bill Stewart.

After leaving 7301 Kelly Strest Apt. #1, Officer Ed Mitchell went to 1665 Broadhead Straet in the hope of talking to some family
members of Gerald Walker to obtain additional information about the dog. We knocked on the door at 1669 Broadhead Street and
mat Danielle Sims (412-280-2404) Danielle Sims invited us inside of the house. We spoke to Danielie for about an hour. Danieile
toid us that her nephew, Gerald Walker, moved in to her basement in the middle of the summer of 2015 when her sister (Tia
Matthews) got evicted from her North Side apartment. Danielle said that she legally is not permitted to allow anyone to move into
her apartment so she has to say that Gerald Walker was only "staying" at the residence. Danielle told us that "G" (Gerald

Walker) "stayed in the basement” with the dog. Danielle said that during the summer of 2015 that she discovered that the
residence was infested with mice. Danielle told us that she was not comfortable with the dog being at the residence because she
has a very young son. Danielle said that she would let the dog out of the basement when she saw a mouse, hoping that the dog
wouid get it. Danielle informed us that she and her son moved out of the house on December 26, 2015 hecause she discovered
bed bugs. Danielle said that she moved in to 1669 Broadhead Street with her mom and her mom's boyfriend because of the bed
bug infestation. Danielle said that she wouid visit the house often to retrieve belongings that she and the baby needed. Danielle
remembers viewing the dog on Christmas Day of 2015. Danielle toid us that the dog was "thin, but not that bad”. Danielle stated
that when she saw the dog on the news, "l was like, wow, | can't believe it". Danielle informed us that the day before we tock the
dog that Gerald "wrapped her up (the dog) in his coat and carried her to his mom's house on Rebecca Street”. Danielle toid us
that Geraid told his mother that "She is shaking and is about to die in my ams". Danielie said that she can't believe that all of this
happened because she offered to give Gerald Walker cereal from her WIC benefits to feed the dog.

On January 28, 2016, | received a telephone call at Zone 3 station from Kimberly Maloney (412-780-2145). Kimberly Maloney
informed me that she is a former friend and co-worker of Gerald Walker's mother (Tia Matthews). Kimberly reported that Tia
Matthews and her family were evicted from 5 Cemetery Lane on the North Side during the summer of 2015. Kimberly told me that
Tia would constantly ask her for money to buy food for the dog. Kimberly Maloney said that she watched the dog at her house
when Tia needed to deal with problems in her life. Kimberiy told me that she would have the dog for days at a time. Kimberly said
that the dog was never treated properly and that she believed that the dog was being neglected. Kimbely informed me that the
dog was aiways thin and that she begged Tia several timies {0 give the dog to her. Kimberly said that Tis ieiused to give her the
dog saying that her kids love the animai. Kimberly told me that she believes that Tia Matthews has some involvement with the
neglect of the dog than we are aware of. Kimberly told me that she believes that Tia Matthews and her family are trying to "throw
G (Gerald Walker) under the bus”. Kimberly informed me that Tia complained to har that pofice w-re 2t har houss at some peoint
to do a wellness check.

| asked Animal Friends Police Officer Rob Fredley and Humane Society Police Officer Ed Mitchell to check their data base for
information about 5 Cemetery Street, North Side. Officer Fredley e-mailed me the record of a complaint received about a dog inside
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of 5 Cemetery Street received on May 8, 2015. According to the complaint: A female namad Melissa (724-986-5600) who is a
reaitor reported that she just visited 5 Cemetery Street and saw a tiny Pit Bull dog locked in a crate on the third floor. The records
states: It is very hot up there. Dog is skin and bones. Comp. thinks dog weighs maybe 25 Ibs., but should be 60 Ibs. Dog has
eaten his food/water bowls. On May 12, 2015, Animal Friends Police Officer Kathy Hecker went to 5§ Cemetery Street. Officer
Hecker spoke to Tia Matthews. Tia told Officer Hecker that "Ladybug” came from the Animal Rescue League about 6 months ago.
Tia said that the dog was thin when adopted and the dog has since gained weight. Officer Hecker asked to see the dog and where
it was being crated. Tia told Officer Hecker that the dog is crated when she has to leave because the dog was not housebreaking
easily, but she just got the crate from her sister two weeks ago. Tia said that the crate is helping and the dog gets a walk in the
moming and again when her son gets home from schooi. Tia let the dog out of the crate and Officer Hecker found her to be on the
thin side. Tia told Officer Hecker that this is her first dog ever and she had always been terified of dog's and didn't want her
children to be. Officer Hecker told Tia to call the ARL to arrange to have a stoo! sample taken if the dog does not gain weight. Tia
was on her way to pick up her kids, so Officer Hecker didn't get to counsel her much more on dog care. Officer Hecker wrote, |
think there is a lack of knowledge on her part and | will deliver some high quality puppy food to her with specific instructions. There
are no violations at this time.

On February 1, 2016, Cfficer Ed Mitchell and | went to 419 Rebecca Strest (third fioor apariment) in Wilkinsburg. We met with Tia
Matthews (412-580-677 1/412-808-8474) for about an hour. Tia informed us that her sister, Tonya, gave her son (Gerald Waiker)
the dog a few years ago. Tia said that Gerald really wanted the dog and she permitted the animal to live in her home. Tia told us
that she is "petrified” of animals and that it took her about 3 monihs to get used to the dog. Tia stated that she moved from her
house at 5 Cemetery Street during the middie of June, 2015 and was “basically homeless". Tia stated, "I hit rock bottom for a
moment”. Tia said that she, her young daughters, and the dog lived for a while at her mom's house, Aunt's house, and sister's
house. Tia told us that she and her daughters moved into their apartment at 419 Rebecca Street on January 16, 2016. Tia stated
that Gerald Walker moved in with her sister, Danielle Sims, in the basement of 7301 Kelly Street, Apt. #1 when she was evicted.
Tia toid us that the dog went to live with Gerald in September of 2015. Tia said that she last saw the dog on December 28, 2015
and that the dog looked like she lost weight. Tia stated that Gerald is aiways late in telling her things and that she is upset that
she lost communication with her son. Tia informed us that Gerald was incarcerated for about 4 days to a week before Christmas.
Tia said that Gerald was home for Christmas. Tia toid us that Gerald brought the dog to her apartment on January 20, 2016 and
that she was "shocked" to see the dog in the emaciated condition it was in. | asked Tia why she believes that Gerald would starve
the dog. Tia toid me that "my son got caught up in the streets". | informed Tia that charges will be filed against Gerald Waiker.
Tia offered to cooperate fully. She told me that Gerald Walker would also fully cooperate and do whatever we ask. When 1 arrived
back at the station, later in the day on February 1, 2016, there was a voice mail from Tia Matthews informing me that Geraid
Walker was shot in the buttocks on Tioga Street earlier in the day. Tia stated that Geraid was admitted to Presbyterian Hospital.

I confirmed the information Tia provided to be true, as it was verified by Zone 5.

ARREST WARRANT RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED
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