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By Shazia Hasan

KARACHI: “Hate material in school text-
books is shaking the foundations of the land

while your chosen leaders bask in their owh
glory. Who cares about what 1s happening i our

schools and madressahs? They don’t realise that
when their country burns, the fire will also
engulf their homes,” said Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaaf lawmaker Syed Hafeezuddin at a‘confer-
ence held here on Wednesday:. :

He added: “Trying to control hate and reli-
glous intolerance in our society today is like put-
ting out a big blaze with a small lawn hose.”

The PTI’s MPA was sharing his views on the
biases and hate material in textbooks as well as
the situation and role of minorities in Pakistan at
a conference about ‘Uprooting religious intoler-
ance through formal education in Pakistan’,
organised by the National Commission for
Justice and Peace (NCJP) in collaboration with
Pakistan Institute of Labour Education &
Research (Piler) at a hotel.

Other speakers and panellists at the confer-

ence included Shafi Mohammad Jamote of the

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, Piler’s director
Karamat Ali, director of research on social and
human science and politics, the University of
Chicago, the US, Dr Charles Amjad-Ali, dean of
social sciences faculty at Szabist Dr R1az Shaikh,
PPP legislator Dr Shahida Rehmani, Kashif
Aslam of NCJP, Piler’s Zulfigar Shah and Father
Saleh Diego.
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Hate material 1 1n school books decried

“The problem started when we burdened our
children with heavy school bags and stopped
checking what the teachers were doing.
Curricula should be short and prec1se and teach
ers should be good at their Jeb ;so 1at w € dc

&Mm&mﬂmwm vith unne s
ﬁalerJ‘amote i YL N |

";' ,1‘."‘

distorted history in them along wnlﬁ the blased

messages, the day isn’t far when our children
will say that this country was the realisation of
Maulana Maudoodi’s dream instead of Allama
Igbal’s dream,” said Karamat Ali while express-
ing his fears.

“The sit-ins by religious groups are tolerated
by the government and treated with leniency.
But if you see poor labourers organising a protest
demonstration or sit-in, they are baton-charged
and chased away,” he observed.

Dr Amjad-Ali said since Gen Ziaul Haq S time,
all minority communities had been seen as

agents like Hindus being Indian agents and

Christians as Western agents. “Any country inca-
pable of looking after its minorities is not com-

. plete system-wise or policy-wise. It is a dysfunc-

tional country,” he said.

“Quite frankly, I see Punjabis, Sindhis,
Pakhtuns, Balochs, Seraikis, etc, but who is
Pakistani here? Is it the army? Pakistan was
created for the minorities of India. If we don’t
set aside our differences and wunite as
Pakistanis, this country will soon be taken over
by another minority — orthodox Muslims,” he
said.

w

éocralmtegrauan,” he explained.

Dr Shaikh said a concept of ‘us’ and ‘them® wis
being developed as a result of generating he e 3
material in school books, as the paranoia &
fear took Toot. “Educatlon glves you the art .
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isation. And when y‘ .-?.:
:4.' h *hate *'thére is no cultural innovation ¢

Dr Rehmani said the madressahs, if tl d
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to remain, should then be reglstered AnC

tion should also be able to teach other subje i}’i;, B
“Islam doesn’t teach one to point fingers at oth-
ers rather it builds character. If we don't do
something about the education being imparted

~at madressahs, their graduates won’t get joba

and will become disillusioned and angry, as is
happening right now, and turn into suicide
bombers,” said the PPP lawmaker.

NCJP project coordinator Kashif Aslam dis-
cussed the commission’s latest report based on
an analysis of some 70 school textbooks. He
said the report only carried 25pc of their find-
ings. “So if we came across 100 lines which
were objectionable in a book, we only shared 25
of those lines in the report because sharing the
remaining portion may just anger some people
so much that they may want to eliminate us,”
he said.

“Books are made a part of the curriculum sim-
ply through inviting bids in newspaper ads. No
one really checks their narrative, which distorts
religious beliefs and history,” he added.
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Staff Report

¥ KARACHI: Speakers at a
4 conference 'Uprooting reli-
% gious intolerance through
1 formal education in
. { Pakistan’ on Wednesday
{ underlined the need for
removing hate-based content
from the textbooks in the .
public schools.
; The conference was joint-
ly organised by Pakistan
| Institute of Labour
Educatlor} ‘and Research
. (PILER) and National.
| Commission for Justice and
1 Peace (NCJP).
- The speakers noted the

i needs to be changed and

i curriculum has to be

| replaced if Pakistani society
f has to progress and assure

| the rest of the world that it
is a peaceful and believes in
co-existence, The NCJP also

{ structure of school education

onference calls for removal of hate materlal from currlculum

m Speakers stress uprootlpg religlous mtolerance through formal education in Paklstan

launched a booklet they have
compiled on the hate content
in the textbooks of the
courses of History, Social
Sciences, Pakistan Studies,
Urdu and other languages..
Speaking on the occasion,
PPP lawmaker Dr Shahida
Rahmani said that teachings
of Islam are wrongly
preached and wrongly trans-
mitted through curriculum.
"Islam is a religion, which
upholds equal rights of peo-
ple, it asks followers to get
education and explore the
universe, which will come
through modern education.”
She said Islam tells exclu-
sively for character building
of the people in society. "We
need to improve the curricu-

‘Jum of madrassas and bring

them in the fold of public
schools system,”
she maintained.

Meanwhile, PIT lawmak-

er Sy ed Ilafeezuddm said the
pr oblem of religious intoler-
ance is‘vcry serious in
Pakistan, which cannot be
handled and tackled with lit-
tle efforts like research or
these seminars. He observed
that the number of madras-
sas is more than the govern-
ment schools in Paklstan

"The mindset coming out of

these séminaries is very dan-
gerous,” he remarked. He
said political opportunists
have used these elements to
extend their power over the
years. "We need to seriously
think and go ahead with the

right course of actions,”

he asserted. -

PML-N MNA Shafi
Muhammad Jamote .
observed that téachers and
books are very important in
changing the mind of chil-
dren. He lamented that
teachers are appointed on

i

political basis or through
nepotiam, which has been
one of the main reasons
behind the current problems
in the society. Old syllabus
could be brought back
which did have respect for
people belong to
all religions,

PILER Executive
Director Karamat Ali said
religious intolerance is
extremely serious issue. Use
of religion in politics and
society should be curtailed;
otherwise future of this
country will be bleak, the
way it is heading forwmd
he added. The par tncnpants
of conference also observed
one-minute silence in soli-
darity with the victims of
Lahore bomb attack.

Kasghif Aslam of NCJP
mentioned the commission
has been collecting and
bringing in mainstream the

1

hate content in the textbooks
in public schools for the last
five years.

He noted that the materi-
al which has been published
is 25 percent of total
research material collected
from the textbooks which
contain hate content against
other religions, countries,
and sects. "Some of the
changes have been made in

.the textbooks by the Punjab

and Sindh governments;
however, it is far from being
sufficient. The two other
provinces, KP and
Baluchistan have not made
any progress towards
decreasing the hate content
from their textbooks due to
political compromlses," he
maintained.

Professor Dr Charles
Amjad Ali stressed the need
to amend and change the
curriculum which actually

- while Shehla of UNICEF

poor and unemployed."

generates hate for other reli-
gions and fellow Muslims. Dr
Riaz Sheikh of SZABIST
maintained that the society
changes from the schools.

"In our country social
construction of the society
has been very much based
on religion and religious
hatred against fellow reli-
gious people and people of
other religions has increased,
where majority has sway ,
over the minority and space
for their practice
has shrunk.”

Zulfigar Shah of PILER
said, "For peaceful society
we need to take this struggle
at multiple fronts. He said
intolerance and violence are
becoming part of the culture,

said, "Pakistan needs a com~
prehensive social protection
net and other benefits for
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Distorted history

Researchers share only

25% of |

findings for fear of their lives
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“To remove hate mate

rial from curriculum,

. us-vs-them philosophy needs to g0’

Recent changes made by Sindh government are far from sufficient, say speakers

By Ebad Ahmed

. - direly needed in the educational
Karachi aeatne s S
The National Commission for | . Recommendations
Justice and Peace (NCJP) inits In its report, the NCJP rec-
annual report has underlined P ommended that besides impart- -
the need for removing hate- SEgaF ing empirical knowledge, text- -
based content from school st atit . books and teaching resources
textbooks being used in SeSEELCE in schools should also focus on
schools across the country. ; 2, - educating young minds on uni-

The report titled “Habs- §

Zada Taleem Se Rehai” was & S8 S5

launched on Wednesday in a

| rooting Religious Intolerance

through Formal Education”,

| speakers noted that if Pakistani

society has to progress and as-

| sure the rest of the world that it

is indeed peaceful, structure of

| school education needs to be

The launch ceremony of the National Comhis;ion for Justice and Peace’s annual report was

B versal humanity, dignity- of - '

human beings and responsible ,
ci . - N v /

conference organised with %8 The report also called forre- -
help of Pakistan Institute of g viewing the current curriculum

|Labour, Education .and Re- ‘and education policies to re- .
search (PILER). move practices and material
At the conference, titled “Up- that were discriminatory and in-

flammatory in nature; espe-
cially towards minority com- -
munities. - e
' Ideally, it was said, public -
education should be separated .
from religious education. How-
ever, if this was not possible, -

| sy e RS told progress in removing bam--contem from textbooks was still very slow — The News pholo then. under Article 22 of the -
| be amended. = : constitution, students of other,
| Speaking on the occasion, @& faiths than Islam should get

| | Kashif Aslam of the NCJP said 8 equal opportunities to study

| the commission for the past five & their own religion(s). “This

| vears had been collecting and should be a substitute of Is- -

highlighting hate content in

| textbooks of public schools. As

|textbonks ofpublicschools As B The education boards that call the shots lack

lamiat. Instead of general
Ethics, students should be able

S _ <Secfh S to study their own religion,” he
(i : hod studicd and | pluralistic values. They hold on tightly to their far- said e
| ar ) < o . o . - quired )
| ™ Ralking about the repori, (f Tight views which are toxic for the society and - - Hindu, Chistian, Skt and
| Aslam said the material pub B state. The subject writers too are part of e
Zpercent of the otal esource 8 the problem; when we ask them to review their . GG e o et
. Though some changesave [ writings on religious minorities, we are told they ~ Relisious Studies should not
maae overnments m g “w g _

textbooks of Puab and S, (4 May be able to let Christians off the hook, sigon”
tisfor from suffcient. e b & but couldn’t do the same for Hindus 0o reigions mi-

; i | - | ' L ities played in th afti
sy gt ot S ot P
.| wards decreasing hate content &% ' - e ‘

_| from their textbooks due to po- it was still far from being satis- to review their writings on reli- see that the process of remov- Who is a minority?

1 | litical compromises,” Aslam re- factory. | gious minorities, we are told ing hate material from text- Dr Charles Amjad Ali, a Mar-
1 | marked. : “The education boards that ' they may be able to let Chris- books has been expedited tin Luther King Jr Professor

Lam TR o T

Talking to The News, he
said as compared to Punjab,
textbooks in Sindh contained
less prejudice and hate material
against religious minorities.
However, given that the hate
content is less in Sindh, he said,

N

call the shots, lack pluralistic
values. They hold on tightly to
their far-right views which are
toxic for the society and state,”
he said. “The subject writers
too are  part of
the problem; when we ask them

tians off the hook, but could-
n't do the same for Hindus.”
Talking about Sindh, Aslam
said though there was progress
in removing hate content from
textbooks, it was very slow. “On

the other hand, in Punjab we

under the National Action Plan,
but little or no action in this re-
gard has been seen in Sindh,”
he said. “This is because the
progressive intelligentsia in

Sindh is restricted to certain
sectors. Their active presence is /

Emeritus for Justice and Chris-
tian Community, said Pakistan
is a state in making. In socio-
logical terms, he said, a minor-
ity was a group without power.

Continued on page 14



g The News, 30 March 2016/ \
To remove hate
material from
curriculum...

Continued from page 13 proach while observing that the_
number of seminaries weres,
He said any state that could mere than government schools:s
not look after its minorities was ~ He said religious intolerance:.
fundamentally a dysfunctional had destroyed the entire fabric:”
state since a state that could of the society and political op-¥
not protect the weak within it portumists had used these ele-=
was not morally or systemati- menis to extend their powers "
cally complete. over the masses. - Pena
“Every state has its own ide- An MPA of Pakistan Muslim.
ology, but the problem with League-Nawaz, Hajl Shafi
Pakistan is it does not have a2 Jamote, observed that teachers X
definite ideology,” he said. “Pak- and books played an important
istan ka Matalab kiya, La Ilaaha role in shaping the minds of
Tllallah sounds beautiful, but children. T
what does it really mean?" The executive director of
Dr Ali was of the view that Piler, Karamat Ali, stressed that =
the basic purpose of any cur- the influence of religion in poli-"-
riculum was to instigate new ties should be curtailed. -
thinking, imagination and inno- ~ The dean of social scienceszs
vation among its learners. How- faculty at Szabist, Dr Riaz&
ever, he said, it appeared that Sheikh, maintained that schoolsﬁ%
the Pakistani educational sys- shaped societies. “But in our:%;
tem aspired for a society com- country, the social construction
prising only orthodox Mushims. of society has been based on re-ﬁ
Speaking on the occasion, ligionand hatred of people from:%
Pakistan People’s Party MNA other faiths. o

-

This is why socie—*g
Dr Shs 3 oed talr nality in Pakistan has;g‘,

: ei¥
a - - -  a—— ;q':—qu e 2T
Y - ¥ .

ased where the majority’
_ 8 i Saeety has shrunk. Unlike pro-a
s e g eople gressive societies, education in
| and asis it followess iDaitain  Pakistan was an agent of ‘anti-
education and explore the uni- socialisation’,” he said.

verse as an obligation. This will He talked about a senior ed-
only come through modern ed- ucationist and a member of the
ucation,” she opined. “Islam fo- government-appointed advisory
cuses exclusively on character commi '

ttee for curriculum and 3
building of the society, and this textbooks reforms, Dr
is why there is a need to also Bernadette L Dean, who left the
improve the curriculum of sem- country in 2015 fearing for her.
inaries and bring them in the life after she received threaten- - ;
fold of public school system,” ing calls and faced a hate prop-.q
she said. | aganda campaign that he as-
An MPA of the Pakistan serted was initiated by the.;
Tehreek-e-nsaf, Syed Hafeezud- Jamaat-e-Islami. et
din, said the problem of reli- “To be able to move for-
gious intolerance was serious in - ward, we need to eliminate the .«
Pakistan and could only be binary of us-versus-them,” he ;;
tackled with a multi-faceted ap- said. -
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