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PABLO LUCIO VASQUEZ 
        Petitioner 

v. 
 

TEXAS 
        Respondent 
 
 

MOTION FOR STAY OF EXECUTION 
 
 

 Related Case – No. 14-9336 
 

 
 1.  Pablo Lucio Vasquez moves the Court to stay his execution, currently 

scheduled for 6 April 2016.  A copy of the amended order setting date for 

execution is attached. 

 

 

 



 2.  Vasquez was charged in No. CR-1054-98-D with capital murder, the 

indictment alleging that, on or about 18 April 1998, in Hidalgo County, Texas, 

he intentionally caused the death of David Cardenas by striking him with a 

metal pipe, by striking him with a shovel, or by cutting him with a knife, and 

that movant was then and there in the course of committing and attempting to 

commit the offense of robbery of Cardenas. 

 3.  On 9 February 1999, a jury in the 206th District Court of Hidalgo 

County, Texas, found Vasquez guilty of capital murder. 

 4.  On 11 February 1999, the jury answered the first punishment phase 

question in the affirmative, and the second in the negative. 

 5.  On 10 March 1999, the District Court sentenced Vasquez to death. 

 6.  On 4 December 2015, the District Court entered an amended order 

setting the date for Vasquez to be executed as Wednesday, 6 April 2016. 

 7.  In accordance therewith, on 9 December 2015, the District Clerk of 

Hidalgo County issued a death warrant. 

 8.  On 21 January 2016, pursuant to Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 

article 11.071, Vasquez filed a subsequent application for writ of habeas corpus 

with the District Court of Hidalgo County.  The sole Ground for Relief raised 

therein is the Ground for Relief raised in the petition for writ of certiorari 

accompanying this motion. 



 9.  Also on 21 January 2016, Vasquez filed a motion for stay of execution 

and to withdraw death warrant with the District Court of Hidalgo County. 

 10. On 25 January 2016, The State of Texas filed a motion to send 

subsequent writ to the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. 

 11. Also on 25 January 2016, the State filed a response to Vasquez’ motion 

for stay of execution and to withdraw death warrant. 

 12. On 26 January 2016, the District Court denied Vasquez’ motion for 

stay of execution as premature. 

 13.  On 14 February 2016, Vasquez filed a motion for stay of execution 

with the Court of Criminal Appeals. 

 14.  On 24 February 2016, the Court of Criminal Appeals denied Vasquez’ 

application for writ of habeas corpus as an abuse of the writ, and denied 

Vasquez’ motion for stay of execution. 

 15.  On 16 March 2016, Vasquez filed with the United States District Court 

for the Southern District of Texas, McAllen Division, a 28 U.S.C. § 2254 petition 

for writ of habeas corpus, raising as the sole Ground for Relief that he is 

mentally ill, and that his execution would accordingly violate the prohibition 

against cruel and unusual punishment of the 8th and 14th Amendments to the 

Constitution of the United States of America. This is NOT the Ground for Relief 

raised in the petition for writ of certiorari accompanying this motion. 



 16.  Also on 16 March 2016, Vasquez filed a motion for stay of execution 

with the United States District Court for the Southern District of Texas, McAllen 

Division. 

 17.  On 22 March 2016, United States Magistrate Judge Dorina Ramos, in 

No. 7:16-cv-115, filed her Report and Recommendation, recommending that 

Vasquez’ petition for writ of habeas corpus be denied, and dismissed with 

prejudice; that his motion for stay of execution be denied; and that he be denied 

a certificate of appealability. 

 18.  On 27 March 2016, Vasquez timely filed his objections. 

 19. On 29 March 2016, United States District Judge Randy Crane, adopting 

the Report and Recommendation of the Magistrate Judge, denied, and 

dismissed with prejudice, Vasquez’ petition for writ of habeas corpus; denied 

his motion for stay of execution; and denied him a certificate of appealability. 

 20.  Vasquez does not intend to appeal the order of the United States 

District Judge. 

 21. A stay of execution is necessary to give the Court adequate time to 

consider the merits of the petition for writ of certiorari accompanying this 

motion. 

 22.  PRAYER.  Pablo Lucio Vasquez accordingly prays that the Court stay 

his execution. 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 


