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t gest charter service and de-

4 veloped relationships with

8 many of the resort's top fig-

Yin ures.

Those include Donald

f/”’«t Trump, who had business

,,:l n dealings with Weichselbaum

.,"'Dh/; after Weichselbaum was in-

' bop dicted on federal drug
! uy charges in 1085.

Investigators are examin-

%fi ing Welchselbaum's alleged

oL ties to American Business

she could not recall whom
M e lo'd‘ntcd weichsel-

that Nies high rolle
lantic City easinos

built a small helicopter com-
pany into Atlantic City's big-

Aviation, which did $4 mil-
lion in business with major
casinos in 1989, its first year
of operation. They also are
looking at the circumstances
L] under which Trump person-
ally leased a luxury apart-
ment to Weichselbaum two
months after Weichselbaum
told a top Trump aide he had
been indicted, said a source
close to the Investigation,

Got 3 years -1
apartment in Trump Plaza on  |¥
E. 61st St. for a three-and-a- it
half-year period during [
which he was banned by gam- B¢}
ing officials from dealing :
with the casinos, pleaded
guilty to drug and tax charges
and was sentenced to a three-
year prison term,

New Jersey casino licens-
ing rules call for licensees to
steer clear of questionable
associates and generally be
of “good character, integrity
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tors, Damin rocketed to the
top of the Atlantie City char-

¥

ter business, landing the

and honesty.”
told The
Sands Casino, the Golden

Weichselbaum
News he is “an unpaid con-
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ANGTHER PRCELEM seems to have cropped up for Donald Trump |
whom he once befriended In business and court.

sultant” to American Busi-
ness Aviation, which he said
he helped to form after his
release from prison in 1989,

Officials of the firm have
told the gaming enforcement
division, an arm of the state
Casino Control Commission,
that Weichselbaum has no
role in the company.

John Parker, vice president
of American Business Avia-
tion, said in an interview,
“Joe's not here in any form.”
Ile said Weichselbaum had
been a consultant to a related
firm, Alrcraft Services Corp.,
but he had left that position
last month,

Swift rise In biz

Weichselbaum’'s history
with the casino industry
dates to 1983, when he took
over management of another
charter firm, Damin Aviation,
which later reorganized with

Owned by Weichsel
brother and. two ather.n
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different Investors as Ameri- .
can Business Aviatiol huil 4
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Nugget and Trump’s two casi-
nos as customers,
George Henningsen, depu-
ty director of the gaming divi-
sion, said: “We are currently
investigating (the helicopter
firm) and the role of Joe
Weichselbaum in that compa-
ny. We're looking at it in
terms of the casinos they did
business with.”
Investigators would not
comment on the specifics of
the probe, but sources at the
gaming division said the
agency could file charges
against casino operators who
dealt with Weichselbaum and
knew of his ouster from Da-
min at the order of gaming of-
ficials.

Trump, whose casinos used
both Damin and American
Business Aviation, refused to
be interviewed about his re-
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lationship with Weichsel-
baum. An attorney for the
Trump Organization, Joseph
Silver, said the relationship
was “that of a vendor of heli-
copter service.”

“Totally business’

Weichselbaum told The
News his relationship with
Trump was “totally busi-
ness," but acknowledged that
the developer and casino
owner had personally ar-
ranged the apartment lease
and also wrote a letter to the
federal judge who sentenced
Weichselbaum,

In October 1985, Weichsel-
baum was Indicted on drug
and tax conspliracy charges. A
federal agent testified at his
sentencing hearing that
while living in Miami in the
early 1980s, Weichselbaum
served as a middleman be-
tween a pair of Colombian co-
caine dealers and a Cincin-
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ENing a convicted cocaine trafficker
L g

re
bnTll;:lm;p:'.Zd-ﬂoor apartment
in Trump Plaza two monlhj
after Welchselbaum alerte

"'.";etZId (Trump) I was look-

r an apartment. llc
::l‘d,r?l’ve got ::)ix‘l’rtments,

selbaum b 4
w%zz’chsclbaum, 49, said :lhc
paid for the $7,000-a-mon ,
two-bedroom npartmr-nt"m .
“half-cash, half barter url'
rangement. Under the dc.':d.
Weichselbaum's firm woul
provide helicopter service r':"
exchange for a portion of the

relnr:'.lune 1986, the Division
of Gaming Enforcemcnt
Jearned of his indictment and
ordered Damin to sever all
ties to Weichselbaum.

“When I got removed from
the company it rcvc;ted to
straight cash,” Weichsel-
baum said of the cash-barter
arrangement. “It turned out
to be a sucko deal.”

Casino Investigators later
charged that Damin Qouted
the order by continuing to

ay Weichselbaum's
glO0.00Ga-year salary, medi-

- cal benefits and a $3,000-a-
month leased stretch limou-
sine and driver.

License saved
2 3
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license was rejected by !ho
Casino Control Commission
after two public hearings. In
its defense, Damin submitted
more than 20 affidavits of
support, including three frorp
top officials of Trump casi-
b b nos.

A1 o In 1987, Weichselbaum
G g pleaded guilty to one count of
aiding and abetting drug
sales and one count of tax
fraud. Three dozen letters
were submitted to Newark
Federal Judge Harold Acker-
man on the defendant’s be-
half from what Weichsel-
baum described to The News

ni{i-based drug ring.

Th¢ agent, Leo Rolfes, a
member of a federal inter-
agency\drug task force, testi-

fied tha\Weichselbaum sold
amounts ripging from one to
three kilogrims of cocaine on
seven occaNons between
1980 and 1982.

According to \worn testi-
mony to.gaming ln estigators,
Weichselbaum tried\to cush-
fon the news of his\Iindict-
ment by quietly inform¥yg his
casino contacts. Nipey ti

as “some pretty important
people.”

Among them was Trump,

who in a letter “told the
Judge I was a pretty nice
guy,” said Weichselbaum,

Asked why Trump had writ-

ten a letter to the Judge, Sil-
ver said: “Wouldn't you if you
had a five-year business rola-

onship with someone and

Bauer, vice president Yor you were friendly with
them?”

transportation at Trimp
Castle, testified that Weich
selbaum told her in October
he had been indicted on “a
minor drug problem.”

i
A plaza apt. !

Bauer told The News she
had relayed Weichselbaum’s
statement to others in the
Trump organization, but said

January,
moved into\ even classier
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Weichselbaum began his

prison term in January 1988,

nd was released to a federal
}lfway house 18 months lat-

er\Shortly before his release,
Trulgp brought eviction pro-
ceedlggs against Weichsel-
baum Yor failing to pay four

months Xent, Silver said.

When he was paroled in
eichselbaum

8. twoh.djoin.

on the 49th
00ty of . Trump . Tower ‘on
‘glj{ Ave:-that- ke “said his
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