


identified on www.thepiratebay.org, with over 50,000 since The Pirate Bay moved back to its 
.org domain.  This is in addition to the over 3,000,000 infringements identified on its previous 
alter ego, www.thepiratebay.se.  It is well known that The Pirate Bay does not take action in 
response to notices.  In addition, there have been numerous reports recently of malware and other 
abuse occurring via The Pirate Bay at its various domains.1 
 
 It seems to us that the clearly criminal, infringing, and abusive nature of The Pirate Bay is 
inconsistent with .org’s stated intent for the .org domain to “communicate trust, credibility and 
community interest,” and PIR’s commitment to “do the right thing, even when it is unpopular.”  
When, as in this case, there is overwhelming evidence of infringing and abusive activity on a 
domain, along with court orders from several jurisdictions with well-developed copyright 
jurisprudence, it cannot be the “right thing” or “in the community interest” to hold out for those 
decisions to be processed before the U.S. courts before taking action.   
 

In addition, we note that the activities at this domain violate .org’s Anti-Abuse policy, 
which prohibits use of the domain for illegal or fraudulent activity.  Finally, we note that .org has 
reserved for itself the right to suspend or terminate a domain engaged in illegal or fraudulent 
activity.   In light of this, where there is undisputed evidence of wrongdoing and PIR has the 
means to take action within its terms of service, we ask PIR to reconsider whether it wants its 
services to continue to be criminally exploited by The Pirate Bay.    

 
If you need more information about the illegal, fraudulent or abusive behavior occurring 

via thepiratebay.org or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Regards, 
 
THE RECORDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
 

 
 
By:  Bradley Buckles 
Executive Vice President, Anti-Piracy 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 See, e.g.,  https://blog.malwarebytes.org/threat-analysis/exploits-threat-
analysis/2016/04/malvertising-on-the-pirate-bay-drops-ransomware/; 
http://en.yibada.com/articles/122786/20160511/the-pirate-bay.htm; 
http://www.ibtimes.com/torrent-sites-pirate-bay-expose-12-million-computers-malware-every-
month-study-2218672 
 

http://www.thepiratebay.org/
http://www.thepiratebay.se/
https://blog.malwarebytes.org/threat-analysis/exploits-threat-analysis/2016/04/malvertising-on-the-pirate-bay-drops-ransomware/
https://blog.malwarebytes.org/threat-analysis/exploits-threat-analysis/2016/04/malvertising-on-the-pirate-bay-drops-ransomware/
http://en.yibada.com/articles/122786/20160511/the-pirate-bay.htm
http://www.ibtimes.com/torrent-sites-pirate-bay-expose-12-million-computers-malware-every-month-study-2218672
http://www.ibtimes.com/torrent-sites-pirate-bay-expose-12-million-computers-malware-every-month-study-2218672

