
s/ Thomas M. Hruz  

May 18, 2016 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
(GovJudicialAppointments@Wisconsin.gov) 
Governor Scott Walker  
115 East State Capitol 
Madison, WI  53707 

Re: Application to Serve on the Wisconsin Supreme Court  

Dear Governor Walker: 

I eagerly seek the honor and privilege of serving on the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  I 
believe there is much value I can bring as an appointee to the court.  If selected, I would 
dedicate my service to the continuing enhancement of the court (both the Supreme Court 
itself, as well as the state court system generally), to the sound and proper development of the 
law, and to serving intelligently and justly all persons affected by the state’s courts.  Thus, I 
respectfully ask that you select me to fill the upcoming vacancy occasioned by Justice 
Prosser’s retirement. 

For reasons expressed further in my application, I am well qualified to serve as a 
member of our state’s highest court.  I believe I possess the temperament, character, intellect, 
work ethic, and plain old common sense to be an excellent justice.  I have a significant 
breadth of legal experience, dating back to my time in private practice (which included 
leadership in the state’s appellate bar), and now as a judge who has participated in hundreds 
of appeals since joining the Court of Appeals.  I am adaptable, affable, discerning, and work 
exceedingly well with others, while at the same time remaining steadfast to the important 
principles I hold.  More than anything, I feel that having a strong legal acumen and the ability 
to communicate effectively will aid me greatly on the Court and, in turn, benefit the people of 
Wisconsin.  In short, I hope to be able to bring to the Supreme Court the same qualities I 
have now, which traits have engendered a broad spectrum of respect for—and good 
reputation regarding—my service on the Court of Appeals.  The breadth of this support is 
truly marked, and it crosses as much geography within the state as it does a variety of people.  

I promise, if selected, to serve as an intelligent, diligent, ethical and fair justice.  I will 
not advance any personal policy agenda.  Rather, my job—just as it is now on the Court of 
Appeals—would be faithfully to apply and interpret those laws that have been developed 
through the common law of our courts or enacted by our legislative and executive bodies.  I 
would be impartial, not a policymaker, and have a firm respect for the rule of law. 

I thank you kindly for your consideration, and I look forward to the opportunity to 
further advance my candidacy to serve on our state’s Supreme Court. 

Sincerely, 



Thomas M. Hruz 
 

EDUCATION 
 
Marquette University Law School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
                              Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, May 2002. 
                              Cumulative GPA: 3.75 / 4.0               Class Rank: 5 out of 168 

Honors:     Dean’s List, every semester. 
       Marquette Law Review, Note & Comment Editor. 

                              2002 Golden Quill Award for Best Student Writing in the Marquette Law Review. 
Activities: Research Assistant, (then) Professor Joseph D. Kearney. 

                              Institute for Justice, Public Interest Law Summer School, Wash. D.C., 2000. 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, La Follette School of Public Affairs, Madison, Wis. 
                  Master of Arts in Public Affairs and Public Policy Analysis, May 1997. 

       Cumulative GPA: 3.96 / 4.0 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Bachelor of Arts in History & Political Science, summa cum laude, May 1995.         
Cumulative GPA: 3.91 / 4.0 

Honors:    Graduate of University’s Honors Program. 
                              Awarded the 1994 William Renzi Scholarship for the Outstanding History Major.  
                              Awarded the Spring 1994 Milwaukee Foundation-Joseph Derfus Scholarship.  
           Activities:  Vice-president and team member of the UW-Milwaukee Wrestling Club. 

LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

Wisconsin Court of Appeals, District III, Wausau, Wisconsin 
Judge, September 2014 to present. 

Meissner Tierney Fisher & Nichols, S.C., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Attorney, August 2004 to July 2014; Shareholder, January 1, 2009 to July 31, 2014. 
 
 Rated by 2013 Super Lawyers® as a “Super Lawyer,” and by 2009, 2010, 2011 & 2012 
   Super Lawyers® as a “Rising Star” (awarded to only 2.5% of Wisconsin lawyers among 

     attorneys 40 years old and younger or who have been in practice 10 years or less). 
• Recognized as an “Up and Coming” Wisconsin Lawyer by the Wisconsin Law 

Journal (2011). 

Marquette University Law School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Adjunct Professor of Law, Fall 2012 Semester. 
 Teaching one of six sections in the School’s Appellate Writing & Advocacy course, which 

is a mandatory course for students seeking a position in the School’s Moot Court program. 

Judge John L. Coffey, United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Law Clerk, August 2003 – June 2004. 

Justice David T. Prosser, Jr., Wisconsin Supreme Court, Madison, Wisconsin 
Law Clerk, 2002 – 2003 Term. 
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NON-LEGAL WORK EXPERIENCE: 

Wisconsin Policy Research Institute, Mequon, Wisconsin 
Resident Fellow, June 1998 – May 2001; Adjunct Fellow, June 2001 – July 2002. 

Consortium for Policy Research in Education, Madison, Wisconsin 
Researcher and Analyst, June 1997 – May 1998. 

J.C. Penny Catalog Outlet Store, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Merchandise Handler, March 1990 – August 1995 (full-time, June 1991 – August 1995). 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES:  

• State Bar of Wisconsin. 
Appellate Practice Section, Board Member (2009 to 2014); Chairperson (July 2013 to 
2014); Secretary (July 2010 to June 2012). 

• Marquette Law School Alumni Association, Board Member (2011 to present). 
• The Hon. Robert J. Parins Legal Society of Northeast Wisconsin, Member. 
• Outagamie County Bar Association, Member. 
• Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association. 
• Federalist Society, Member. 
• Seventh Circuit Bar Association, Member. 
• St. Thomas More Lawyers Society of Wisconsin, past President. 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:  

• Board Member, National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Greater Milwaukee 
 (2005 to 2014). 

• Regional Coordinator, State Bar of Wisconsin High School Mock Trial Tournament 
 (2009 to present). 

• Milwaukee Bar Association, Tutor, Sarah Scott Middle School Tutoring Program  
(2004- 2005). 

• Yearly Volunteer, Guest House Sandwich Project (2007 to 2014). 
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(Please attach additional pages as needed to fully respond to questions) 
 
DATE: May 17, 2016      
I. Personal Information: 
Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) Telephone Number (Area Code) 
Hruz, Thomas, M.  

E-Mail Alternate Number (Area Code) 
 None 

County of Appointment Current Address 
n/a - Supreme Court 5323 Brookview Dr. 

Age City 
42 Grand Chute 

Place of Birth County of Residence  
Milwaukee Outagamie 

Driver’s License Active in WI? State 
Yes  No  WI 

Wisconsin Bar Number Zip Code 
1041454 54913 

Date Admitted to Practice Law in WI Year(s) at Current Address 
May 20, 2002 .6 (7 months) 

Date Admitted to Practice Law in Another State Are you registered to vote at this address? 
None.  All admissions in other states have been 
on a pro hac vice basis 

Yes  No  

 
II. Employment Information 
Current Employer Work Address 
Wisconsin Court of Appeals, District 3 2100 Stewart Ave., Suite 310 

Title City 
Judge Wausau 

Telephone Number (Area Code) County 
(715) 848-1421 Marathon 

 State 
 WI 

 Zip Code 
 54401 
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III. Marital Information 
Marital Status 
Single   Married  
 
If married, please provide the following: Date of marriage, spouse’s name, spouse’s occupation 
 
June 16, 2001; Kelly Anne Schwartz Hruz; middle school guidance counselor. 
 
If ever divorced, please provide the following: Name, former spouse(s)’ occupation, and date of 
divorce(s) 
 
n/a 
 
Please provide the following for any children and stepchildren: Name, state of residence, and 
occupation 
Name State of Residence Occupation 
None             

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

 
IV. Residential History 
List all previous residences for the past ten years   
 
2693 N. Highway 51, Arbor Vitae, WI 54568 (August 2014 - September 2015) 
881 E. Lake Forest Ave., Whitefish Bay, WI 53217 (July 2008 - July 2014) 
1619 N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53202 (May 2006 - July 2008) 
 
V. Personal Information Cont. 

1) Do you currently have a physical or mental impairment that in any way limits your ability 
or fitness to properly exercise your duties as a member of the Judiciary in a competent 
and professional manner?  
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

2) In the past ten years have you unlawfully used controlled substances as defined by federal 
or state laws?  
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
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3) Since leaving high school, have you, other than for academic reasons, ever been denied 
enrollment, disciplined, denied course credit, suspended, expelled, or requested to end 
your enrollment by any college, university, law school or other institution?  
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

4) Have you failed to meet any deadline imposed by court order or received notice that you 
have not complied with substantive requirements or any contractual arrangement? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

5) Have you ever been held in contempt or otherwise formally reprimanded or sanctioned 
by a tribunal before which you have appeared? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

6) Are you delinquent in your mandatory continuing legal education? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

7) Have you ever been a party to a lawsuit either as a plaintiff or as a defendant? 
Yes   No  
If yes, please supply the jurisdiction and/or county, case number, nature of the lawsuit, 
whether you were the plaintiff or defendant, and disposition of each lawsuit. 
Milwaukee County Circuit Court, 2004 (unsure of case number).  Divorce proceeding, in 
which I was the respondent/defendant.  My wife and I reconciled shortly into the case, 
the case was dismissed, and we have continued to be married, quite happily, ever since. 

8) Has there ever been a formal complaint filed against you, a finding of probable cause, 
citation, or conviction issued against you? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

9) Are you presently under investigation by the Wisconsin Judicial Commission, the 
Supreme Court of Wisconsin, the Office of Lawyer Regulation, or any other equivalent, 
in any jurisdiction? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

10) If you are a quasi-judicial officer, have you ever been disciplined or reprimanded by a 
sitting judge? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

11) In the past five years, have you ever been cited for a municipal or traffic violation, 
excluding parking tickets? 
Yes   No  
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If yes, explain. 
      

12) Have you ever failed to timely file your federal or state income tax returns? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
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13) Have you ever paid a tax penalty? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

14) Has a tax lien ever been filed against you? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

15) Have you ever filed a personal petition in bankruptcy, or has a petition in bankruptcy 
been filed against you? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

16) Have you ever owned more than ten percent of the issued and outstanding shares, or 
acted as an officer or director, for any corporation by which or against which a petition in 
bankruptcy has been filed? 
Yes   No  
If yes, explain. 
      

 
V. Education 
High School Education Information 
Name of School 
Catholic Memorial High School 

Address: Street, City, State 
601 East College Ave., Waukesha, WI 53186 

Degree Earned 
High School Diploma 

GPA 
(approx) 4.2 (included "weighted" classes); graduated top 10% of class 

Dates Attended 
Aug. 1987 – May 1991 
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Undergraduate Education Information 
Name of School 
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee 

Address: Street, City, State 
P.O. Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 53201 

Degree Earned 
Bachelor of Arts (History & Political Science, majors) 

GPA 
3.91 / 4.0 

Dates Attended 
Sept. 1991 – May 1995 

 
Law School Education Information 
Name of School 
Marquette University Law School 

Address: Street, City, State 
1215 W. Michigan St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53233  

Degree Earned 
Juris Doctor 

GPA 
3.75 / 4.0 

Dates Attended 
Aug. 1998 – May 2002 

 
List and describe academic scholarships, awards, honor societies, extracurricular involvement, 
and any other related educational information. Note any leadership positions. 
 
In addition to the schools listed above, I also attended the La Follette School of Public Affairs at 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison (Sept. 1995 – May 1997), earning a Master of Arts (Public 
Policy) with a GPA of 3.96 / 4.0 
 
Catholic Memorial: (1) Member of the National Honor Society; (2) Varsity football team, junior 
and senior years; (3) Varsity wrestling team, sophomore through senior year, co-captain senior 
year. 
 
UWM: (1) Graduate of University’s Honors Program; (2) Awarded the 1994 William Renzi 
Scholarship for the Outstanding History Major; (3) Awarded the Spring 1994 Milwaukee 
Foundation-Joseph Derfus Scholarship; (4) Vice-president and team member of the UW-
Milwaukee Wrestling Club; (5) Fellowship as a Wingspread Scholar; (6) Phi Kappa Phi Honor 
Society; (7) Golden Key Honor Society; (8) Awarded the 1994 Helen Berry Memorial 
Scholarship. 
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Marquette Law School: (1) Editor, Marquette Law Review: (2) Dean's List, every semester; (3) 
2002 Golden Quill Award for Best Student Writing in the Marquette Law Review; (4) Recipient 
of an annual, merit-based scholarship. 
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VI. MILITARY EXPERIENCE:  
List all military service (including Reserves and National Guard). 
Service Branch Highest Rank Dates 
None                   

                        

                        

 
Type of discharge:       

 
List any awards or honors earned during your service.  Also list any citations or charges pursued 
against you under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  
      
 
VII. PROFESSIONAL ADMISSIONS: 
List all courts (including state bar admissions) and administrative bodies to which you have been 
admitted to practice, giving the dates of admission, and, if applicable, whether you have ever 
been suspended or have resigned. 
Court or Administrative Body Date of Admission 
Supreme Court of Wisconsin May 20, 2002 

United States District Court for the Eastern District 
of Wisconsin 

August 9, 2004 

United States District Court for the Western District 
of Wisconsin 

December 20, 2007 

United States Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit February 13, 2006 

 
VIII. NON-LEGAL EMPLOYMENT: 
List all previous full-time, non-legal jobs or positions held in the past eight years. 
Employer Position  Date Address  
None                   
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IX. LEGAL EMPLOYMENT:  
(If you are a sitting judge, answer the following questions with reference to before you became a 
judge.) 
 
List the names, dates, and addresses of all legal employment, including law school and volunteer 
work. 
Employer Position  Date Address  
Meissner Tierney 
Fisher & Nichols S.C. 

Attorney; Shareholder August 2004 to 
July 2014; 
Shareholder 
Jan. 1, 2009 to 
July 31, 2014 

111 E. Kilbourn 
Ave., Suite 
1900, 
Milwaukee, WI 
53202 

Marquette University 
Law School 

Adjunct Faculty August 2012 - 
December 2012 

1215 W. 
Michigan St., 
Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 
53201 

Honorable John L. 
Coffey, Judge, 
Seventh Circuit U.S. 
Court of Appeals 

Law Clerk August 2003 –
July 2004 

517 E. 
Wisconsin Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 
53202 

Honorable David T. 
Prosser, Jr., Justice, 
Wisconsin Supreme 
Court 

Law Clerk August 2002 –
July 2003 

16 East State 
Capitol P.O. Box 
1688 Madison, 
WI 53701 

 
Describe your legal experience as an advocate in criminal litigation, civil litigation, and 
administrative proceedings.    

 
While practicing law at Meissner Tierney, I predominantly practiced in the area of civil 
litigation, often (although by no means exclusively) in the context of business and liability 
insurance coverage disputes.  My cases also included a number of administrative proceedings.  I 
represented a wide range of clients (from Fortune 500 companies, to closely held Wisconsin 
businesses, to private individuals, and so forth) on a wide range of matters.  Indeed, if there was 
any consistent characteristic of my practice, it was the variety.  I litigated cases in federal and 
state courts both at the trial and appellate levels, and in a number of courts in other states, 
including Illinois, Indiana and Minnesota.  While common of many civil litigators, my actual 
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trial experience (as opposed to general courtroom experience) was limited.  Frankly, in most 
cases, it was decidedly in my clients’ interests not to be exposed to the vagaries of a trial, but 
rather to reach a negotiated resolution.  Still, as part of my appellate practice, I was brought in to 
observe and work with trial counsel on cases that went through trial, including one involving a 
nearly two-month trial in the Brown County Circuit Court in 2008. 
 
Through it all, I was a tireless advocate for my clients.  I was respectful to opposing counsel, to 
the courts before which I appeared, to my clients, and to my co-counsel.  I practiced with 
intellect and ethics.  While no attorney is successful in every matter or case they have, I do 
believe, in large part due to my work ethic and abilities, I did very well for my clients, 
recognizing that their interests are paramount, and succeeding in more matters than I lost. 
 
In your career, how many cases have you tried that resulted in a verdict or judgment? 
Jury: 1 Non-jury: 1 
Arbitration: 0 Administrative Bodies: 0 
 
How many cases have you litigated on appeal? Provide case names and case numbers. If fewer 
than twenty cases, describe the nature of each case, your involvement, and each case’s 
disposition. 
 
I litigated many cases on appeal.  Two of the more-important ones are described below in my 
response to the next inquiry in this application, as well as another one in which I argued on 
behalf of an amicus curiae party (discussed further below) and I incorporate their descriptions 
herein by reference. In addition, I handled and/or assisted with the following cases on appeal: 
 
1. James R. Marriot v. Opus Group, et al., Seventh Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
(Case No. 06-2161), on appeal from the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Wisconsin.  In this case, I helped successfully settle a lawsuit seeking substantial damages 
against clients who, among other defendants, were alleged to have negligently marketed and/or 
advised the plaintiff regarding certain, sophisticated investment programs aimed at obtaining 
certain tax benefits.  The settlement followed our clients’ invocation of a mandatory right to 
interlocutory appeal of a trial court’s decision not to compel arbitration of the claims.  I was the 
principal brief writer for the case, took lead in all discovery in the trial court, and I participated in 
all Rule 33 settlement conferences conducted by the Seventh Circuit. 
 
2. Plastics Engineering Company v. Liberty Mutual Insurance Company, on appeal from the 
United States District Court Eastern District of Wisconsin (Case No. 04 C 825), with a decision 
by the Wisconsin Supreme Court, (Case No. 2008AP333), after transfer by Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals (Case Nos. 06-4397; 07-1041).  This was a major appeal in Wisconsin in the 
context of liability insurance policies, especially in relation to coverage obligations for "long-
tailed" claims spanning many years and the rules regarding allocation of liability.  I was one of a 
number of attorneys to work on briefing before both the Seventh Circuit and the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court, substantially helping to prepare lead counsel for oral arguments in both courts.  
The Wisconsin Supreme Court adopted an "all sums" approach to the allocation issues, contrary 
to our arguments, but agreed with us on the issues related to the "stacking" of successive 
insurance policies under the applicable Wisconsin insurance statute. 
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3. Gustavo Montalvo v. U.S. Title and Closing Services, LLC (Case No. 2012AP000102). 
In this appeal before the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, I worked with Bill Stuart from my former 
firm on drafting a non-party brief for the Wisconsin Land Title Association.  The case dealt with 
issues regarding what third parties (such as title companies) can rely on in terms of the language 
found in circuit court judgments when reviewing the impact of such judgments on property 
interests. 
 
4. Gerald J. Barth v. Ford Motor Company (Case No. 2013AP002338).  In this appeal 
before the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, I represented Ford Motor Company seeking reversal of a 
judgment entered in favor of a consumer who brought a claim under the Lemon Law.  We 
argued, among other things, that statutory language within Wisconsin Lemon Law requiring that 
a consumer “make the motor vehicle available for repair,” such that a particular nonconformity 
“is subject to repair by the manufacturer,” required the consumer to expressly request that the 
manufacturer (or its authorized dealer) inspect or repair the nonconformity, and to physically 
present the vehicle to the manufacturer for such purpose.  The Court of Appeals disagreed with 
both our construction of statute and attendant public policy arguments, at least under the facts of 
the case, and found that the statutory requirement had been met. 
 
5. Acuity v. Chartis Specialty Insurance Company (Case No. 2013AP001303).  I worked on 
this appeal while it was before the Wisconsin Court of Appeals.  The case dealt with a complex 
intersection of insurance coverage law, tort law, and worker’s compensation law, and in 
particular the duties of insurers to defend a claim arising from a workplace accident in which 
indemnity coverage was available to the tortfeasor from two different lines of insurance policies.  
Our client’s position was that the facts and law of the case allowed for concurrent coverage 
whereby both insurers shared an equal duty to defend.  The Court of Appeals disagreed with our 
position, but the case was eventually granted review by the Wisconsin Surpeme Court, which 
ultimately agreed with the merits of our argument and reversed the Court of Appeals. 
 
6. Chase Home Finance, LLC v. Jan R. LaMarche (Case No. 2013AP001051).  In this 
appeal before the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, I worked with Bill Stuart of my former firm 
representing Chase as the respondent in an appeal from a circuit court’s grant of summary 
judgment on Chase’ foreclosure claim (based on the lender’s uncured default) and against 
LaMarche’s numerous counterclaims.  After briefing was complete, a private resolution was 
reached and the appeal was voluntarily dismissed. 
 
7. Stephen G. Butcher v. Ameritech Corporation (Case No. 2005AP002355).  In this appeal, 
I worked with a group of attorneys from other firms prosecuting a class action alleging that 
Ameritech Corporation had collected sales taxes on services that were not telecommunication 
services and therefore not subject to taxation under the applicable statute.  The appeal seeking 
reversal of the circuit court judgment involved three arguments, but the principal issue related to 
application of the so-called “voluntary payments” doctrine, a then largely dormant doctrine that 
the Wisconsin Surpeme Court had resusitated in a different case a few years earlier.  The Court 
of Appeals ultimately agreed with Ameritech and the Wisconsin Department of Revenue in 
dismissing the complaint as a matter of law.  A petition for review to the Wisconsin Supreme 



Application for Judgeship  
 

13 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

Court was filed, and (with one Justice not participating) it came up one vote short of review 
being granted.   
 
In addition to the foregoing, there were a number of appeals on which I was very active 
(including some for which I was the principal brief writer on the initial merits brief) in the 
months immediately before my appointment to the Court of Appeals (none of which cases were 
being appealed to District III).  These cases included: (a) Miron Construction Company, Inc. v. 
Schneider Excavating, Inc. (Case No. 2014AP001241); (b) Morgan Drexen, Inc. v. DFI (Case 
No. 2014AP001268; and (c) David G. Porter v. Ford Motor Company (Case No. 
2014AP000975). 
 
Finally, on a number of cases that went up on appeal that other attorneys in my firm handled, I 
worked with them either reviewing drafts of the briefs, mooting the argument, or otherwise 
offering insights regarding the courts in which the case appeared 
 
List and describe the three most significant cases in which you were involved; give the case 
number and citation to reported decisions, if any.  Describe the nature of your participation in the 
case and the reason you believe it to be significant.  
 
1. Samuel C. Johnson 1988 Trust, et al. v. Bayfield County, 649 F.3D 799 (7th Cir. 2011) 
(Appellate Case Nos. Nos. 09-2876; 09-2879); Western District of Wisconsin, Case No. 06 C 
348.  In this case, I worked with Bill Stuart of former firm and two other attorneys from other 
firms, who represented different sets of private property owners, all of whom faced the prospect 
of a local government putting an ATV/snowmobile trail through the middle of their residences in 
northern Wisconsin, all without compensation.  The case involved an abandoned railroad line 
which had its tracks removed in 1979, and after which private property owners purchased and 
built upon that land.  Over two decades later, Bayfield County claimed it owned the rights to the 
land comprising the former right of way.  This quiet title action ensued.  Having lost on summary 
judgment in the Western District of Wisconsin, we prevailed before the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Seventh Circuit.  Bill and I not only equally shared principal brief-writing responsibilities, 
we ultimately developed the theory that carried the day on behalf of our clients' and their unique 
situation relative to the applicable laws at play, including application of complex land-grant acts 
from the 1800s.  This case represents one in a circuit split on these important issues regarding 
property rights and reversionary interests in the vast miles of abandoned former railroad rights of 
way across the country. 
 
2. Cargill, Inc. v. Ace American Insurance Company, et al., 784 N.W.2d 341 (Minn. 2010).  
This was a complex insurance coverage action regarding underlying liabilities related to 
environmental contamination in Oklahoma and Arkansas.  Our client was Liberty Mutual 
Insurance Company, which was being targeted by its insured, Cargill, to pay all of Cargill's 
millions of dollars in defense costs in the underlying actions, despite the fact that numerous other 
insurers, who had also issued policies to Cargill over the nearly 50-year period in which Cargill 
was alleged to have caused the contamination at issue, all owed a duty to defend Cargill for the 
claims at issue.  On our client's behalf, we obtained summary judgment, with such decision being 
affirmed by the Minnesota Court of Appeals and then, on other grounds, by the Minnesota 
Supreme Court.  In doing so, my former colleague, Michael Cohen, and I convinced the 
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Minnesota Supreme Court to overrule a 43-year-old precedent and create new Minnesota law on 
contribution rights between insurers as to their duty to defend an insured, all in a manner 
favorable to our client and insurers generally.  I was the principal brief writer at each level of 
court through which we progressed.  Despite the direct, adverse precedent facing our client's 
interests, we were still able to succeed on alternative theories in the trial court and in the 
intermediate court of appeals, until we reached the State Supreme Court, at which time we 
successfully convinced the Court to change its longstanding precedent. 
 
3. Columbia Casualty, et al. v. Arjo Wiggins Appleton P.L.C., et al., Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals (Case No. 2009-AP-000286), on appeal from the Brown County Circuit Court, 
Wisconsin (Case No. No. 05 CV 36).  This was an appeal from a nearly two-month jury trial, 
which itself was followed by substantial post-trial motion practice.  It involved a complex 
environmental insurance coverage dispute involving PCB contamination of Fox River.  I was one 
of many attorneys involved in developing the various theories on appeal and drafting the 
appellate briefs.  Our client settled out of the case after appellate briefing was complete and 
before a decision was reached by the Court of Appeals. 
 
X. PRIOR JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE: 
Have you ever held a judicial or quasi-judicial office? If so, state the court(s) involved, position 
held, and dates of service. 
Name of Agency/Court Position Held Dates 
Wisconsin Court of Appeals Judge September 10, 2014 - present  

                  

                  

                  

List the names, phone numbers, and addresses of two attorneys who appeared before you on 
matters of substance. 
 
1.  George Burnett, (920) 437-0476, Law Firm of Conway, Olejniczak & Jerry, S.C., 231 South 
Adams Street, Green Bay, WI  54305. 
 
2.  Ryan Steffes, (715) 839-7786, Weld Riley, S.C., 3624 Oakwood Hills Parkway, Eau Claire, 
WI 54701  
 
Describe the approximate number and nature of cases you have heard during your judicial or 
quasi-judicial tenure. 
 
I have participated in the review of literally hundreds of cases since I took the bench.  As an 
appellate court to which parties can appeal as a matter of right, I have reviewed, analyzed and 
decided cases from all areas of the law, including civil, criminal, administrative appeals, family 
law, and so forth. 
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Describe the two most significant cases you have heard as a judicial officer.  Identify the parties, 
describe the cases, and explain why you believe them to be significant.  Provide the trial dates 
and names of attorneys involved, if possible.  
 
In terms of appeals before our court in which I have participated, probably two of the most 
significant are Murr v. State of Wisconsin, 2013AP2828 (Dec. 23, 2014), and New Richmond 
News v. City of New Richmond, 2014AP1938 (May 10, 2016).   
 
In Murr, private property owners argued against the State and St. Croix County that a 
longstanding local ordinance governing property use for certain contiguous properties owned by 
the same person operated as an unconstitutional, uncompensated regulatory taking of property.  
The parties argued, and we addressed, principally the controlling Wisconsin Supreme Court case 
law interpreting regulatory takings in the context of contiguous real properties, most notably 
Zealy v. City of Waukesha, 201 Wis. 2d 365, 548 N.W.2d 528 (1996).  We found against the 
property owners' claims based on the applicable precedent.  The Wisconsin Supreme Court 
denied a petition for review of the case.  However, following a petition for writ of certiorari to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, wherein the property owners changed their focused exclusively to 
federal constitutional jurisprudence, the Court granted review.  It will hear the case early in the 
coming term.  The decision should establish important principles regarding Fifth Amendment 
Takings Clause jurisprudence in this common context of contiguous properties owned by the 
same party. 
 
In New Richmond News, a newspaper sought via an open records request copies of unredacted 
accident and incident police reports from the City of New Richmond.  The City had begun 
redacting portions of the reports for fear that its failure to do so would subject it to significant 
liability under a federal law, as interpreted by the Seventh Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in 
Senne v. Village of Palatine, 695 F.3d 597 (7th Cir. 2012).  Addressing numerous and complex 
arguments involving the intersection of various federal laws and cases with Wisconsin laws 
(notably the open records law) and cases, we concluded that the newspapers’ primary argument 
was incorrect.  Namely, the mere fact that the government agencies at issue have a “function” to 
respond to open records requests does not overcome the protections of the federal act.  However, 
we also disagreed with the City that an express provision in Wisconsin law requiring disclosure 
of accident reports did not come within a specific exception in the federal law allowing 
disclosure of the contested information.  The appeal was originally heard on bypass to the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court, which was equally divided in its vote, requiring the case to return to 
our court for decision.  
 
XI. PREVIOUS PARTISAN OR NON-PARTISAN POLITICAL 
INVOLVEMENT: 
Have you ever held a position or played a role in a judicial, non-partisan, or partisan political 
campaign, committee, or organization?  If so, please describe your involvement.  
   
In 1994, I served as Chairperson of the "Students for Thompson" organization at the University 
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, while I was a student at the University; this was part of the then 
Governor's reelection campaign. 
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List all instances in which you ran for elective office.  For each instance, list the date of the 
election (include both primary and general election), the office that you sought, and the outcome 
of the election. Include your percentage of the vote.     
 
April 5, 2016, Wisconsin Spring Primary Election for a six-year term to the Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals, District III.  Elected with 99.6% of votes (uncontested). 

 
List all judicial or non-partisan candidates that you have publicly endorsed in the last six years. 
 
I endorsed then-Judge Nelson Phillips III in his April 2012 race for the Milwaukee County 
Circuit Court. I endorsed Judge Rebecca Bradley in her April 2013 election to the Milwaukee 
County Circuit Court. I endorsed Chief Justice Patience Drake Roggensack in her 2013 re-
election to the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  I endorsed Judge Laura Gramling Perez in her April 
2014 election to the Milwaukee County Circuit Court.  I endorsed Justice Rebecca Bradley in her 
April 2016 election to the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  
 
 
XII. HONORS, PUBLICATIONS, PROFESSIONAL AND OTHER 
ACTIVITIES: 
List any published books or articles, providing citations and dates. 
 
1. The Unwisdom of the Wisconsin Fair Employment Act’s Ban of Employment 
Discrimination on the Basis of Conviction Record, 85 Marq. L. Rev. 779 (2002). 
 
2. Recent Revisions to the Wisconsin Fair Employment Act Raise the Stakes for Employers, 
The Business Journal (Milwaukee), Vol. 27, No. 3 at 43 (Oct. 16, 2009) (co-authored with 
Michael J. Cohen). 
 
3. Recent Revisions to the Wisconsin Fair Employment Act Raise the Stakes for Probable 
Cause Determinations, Business Law News, State Bar of Wisconsin, Business Law Section 
(Sept. 2009). 
 
4. The Twilight Zoning Laws: The Impending Judicial Death of Zoning Variances in 
Wisconsin, WI: Wisconsin Interest (Spring 2002), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
5. The Involuntary Scrapping of Early Retirement Plans in Wisconsin, WI: Wisconsin 
Interest (Winter 2001), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
6. Reaching the Green: Golf's Impact on Wisconsin, WI: Wisconsin Interest (Fall 2004), 
Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
7. Rethinking Special Education in Wisconsin, WI: Wisconsin Interest (Fall 2002), 
Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
8. Report, The Growth of Special Education in Wisconsin (July 2002), Wisconsin Policy 
Research Institute. 
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9. Wisconsin Teacher Compensation: A Bum Deal or a Plum Deal, WI: Wisconsin Interest 
(Fall 2001), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
10. Report, Performance-Based Pay for Teachers in Wisconsin: Options and Opportunities 
(June 2001), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
11. A Vote Against Fraud: Defending Reasonable Measures to Protect The Voting Process in 
Wisconsin, WI: Wisconsin Interest (Spring 2001), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
12. Quality Control: Merit Pay and Why the Teachers' Unions Stand in the Way, WI: 
Wisconsin Interest (Fall 2000), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
13. Report, The Costs and Benefits of Smaller Classes in Wisconsin: A Further Evaluation of 
the SAGE Program (September 2000), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
14. Painting a Different Picture: Why a City of Milwaukee Lawsuit Against the Paint 
Industry Should Fail, WI: Wisconsin Interest (Summer 2000), Wisconsin Policy Research 
Institute. 
 
15. Criminals Escaping Affliction: Gerald Turner and Wisconsin's Fair Employment Law, 
WI: Wisconsin Interest (Winter 2000), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
16. Adults or Kids? - Inspecting the Rights, Responsibilities and Privileges of 18- 20 Year 
Olds, WI: Wisconsin Interest (Fall/Winter 1999), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
17. Taking Potshots at the Gun Industry: The Danger in Public Lawsuits Against a Legal 
Product, WI: Wisconsin Interest (Spring/Summer 1999), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
 
18. Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: A Critical Look at Smaller Class Sizes, WI: Wisconsin 
Interest (Fall/Winter 1998), Wisconsin Policy Research Institute 
 
List any honors, prizes, or awards you have received, providing dates. 
 
1. In 2013, I was rated as a "Super Lawyer" in Super Lawyers®. 
 
2. I was rated by 2009, 2010, 2011 & 2012 Super Lawyers® as a “Rising Star” (awarded to 
only 2.5% of Wisconsin lawyers among attorneys 40 years old and younger or who have been in 
practice 10 years or less). 
 
3. I was recognized as an “Up and Coming” Wisconsin Lawyer by the Wisconsin Law 
Journal (2011). 
 
4. I was awarded the Golden Quill Award for Best Student Writing in the Marquette Law 
Review (2001-2002). 
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List all bar associations and professional societies of which you are a member; give the titles and 
dates of any office that you may have held in such groups and committees to which you belong 
or have belonged. 
 
• State Bar of Wisconsin.  
                     Appellate Practice Section, Member; Board Member (2009 to 2015); Chairperson  
                     (July 2013 to June 2014); Secretary (July 2010 to June 2012). 
• Seventh Circuit Bar Association, Member. 
• St. Thomas More Lawyers Society of Wisconsin, current Member and past President. 
• Marquette Law School Alumni Association, Board Member (2011 to present). 
• Outagamie County Bar Association, Member. 
• Federalist Society. 
• The Hon. Robert J. Parins Legal Society of Northeast Wisconsin, Member. 
• Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association. 
 
 
Describe any additional involvement in professional or civic organizations, volunteer activities, 
service in a church or synagogue, or any other activities or hobbies that could be relevant or 
helpful to consideration of your application. 
 
1. From 2005 to 2014, I served on the Board of Directors of the National Alliance for the 
Mentally Ill (NAMI), Greater Milwaukee Chapter. 
 
2. After years of having served as a volunteer judge beginning in 2005, since 2009 I have 
been a co-coordinator for the regional competitions of State Bar of Wisconsin High School Mock 
Trial Tournament, first in Milwaukee and now in Wausau.  In 2016, I also served as one of five 
judges for the State Finals of the tournament in Madison. 
 
3. I served as a tutor for two semesters for the Milwaukee Bar Association, Sarah Scott 
Middle School Tutoring Program (Fall 2004 to Spring 2005). 
 
4. In recent years, I have become an avid runner.  Since 2008, I have run two full marathons 
(having trained for a third, but needed to back out two weeks before the run due to injury) and I 
have run six half-marathons. 
 
Describe any significant pro bono legal work you have performed in the last five years. 
 
In the matter of sanctions imposed in State v. Gregory K. Nielsen, 2011 WI 94, 337 Wis. 2d 302, 
805 N.W.2d 353 (Wis. 2011). On behalf of the Appellate Practice Section of the State Bar of 
Wisconsin, as an amicus curiae party, I helped to persuade the Wisconsin Supreme Court to 
instruct the Wisconsin Court of Appeals—when that court considers imposing sanctions on an 
attorney or party for alleged rules violations—to first issue an order to show cause, so that such 
attorney or party can first attempt to explain why a rules violation should not be found and why 
sanctions should not be imposed. I was principal author of the amicus curiae brief, and argued 
before the Supreme Court on behalf of the Section. 
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Describe any courses on law that you have taught or lectures you have given at bar association 
conferences, law school forums, or continuing legal education programs. 
 
1. In the fall of 2012, I served as an Adjunct Professor at the Marquette University Law 
School, teaching one of the six sections in the School's Appellate Writing & Advocacy course. 
 
2. In March 2013, I spoke on "Evidence Rules Outside of Trials" at the Civil Litigation and 
Evidence in Wisconsin Courts Conference at the Marquette University Law School. 
 
3. Along with my former colleague, William Stuart, I spoke before the Wisconsin Land 
Title Association at its 2011 Annual Convention regarding an important appellate case on which 
Mr. Stuart and I worked, Samuel C. Johnson 1988 Trust v. Bayfield County, Wisconsin, 
addressing issues related to property rights to abandoned railroad rights of way and related title 
insurance issues. 
 
4. On four occasions during 2010, I presented CLE instruction on "Hiring and Firing 
Employees, Current Law and Best Practices," as part of a day-long CLE program titled 
"Representing the Closely Held Business," all as part of a State Bar of Wisconsin CLE Seminar. 
 
5. In January 2015, I spoke on effective appellate brief-writing practices before the Hon. 
Robert J. Parins Legal Society of Northeast Wisconsin. 
 
6. In October 2015, I spoke in Wausau as part of a State Bar of Wisconsin Appellate 
Practice Section seminar regarding best practices in District III of the Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals.  
 
Describe any other speeches or lectures you have given. 
 
I testified before the Wisconsin Assembly Committee on Labor and Workforce  
Development on October 12, 2011, and then again before the Senate Committee on Labor, 
Public Safety and Urban Affairs on October 24, 2011, regarding 2011 Assembly Bill 286 
and 2011 Senate Bill 207, respectively, both of which involved proposed changes to the 
Wisconsin Fair Employment Act so as to permit employers to consider, with certain 
limitations, felony conviction records in employment decisions. I was asked to speak based 
on my having authored a Law Review article on precisely this topic in 2002.      
 
XIII. FINANCIAL INVOLVEMENT: 
Are you or your spouse now an officer, director, or otherwise engaged in the management of any 
business enterprise? 
Yes   No  
 
If yes, state the name of the enterprise, the nature of the business, the nature of your duties, and 
you or your spouse’s intended involvement upon your appointment or election to judicial office. 
 
n/a 
  



Application for Judgeship  
 

20 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

Describe any business or profession other than the practice of law that you have been engaged in 
since being admitted to the Bar.   
 
None. 
 
Describe any fees or compensation of any kind, other than for legal services rendered, from any 
business enterprise, institution, organization, or association of any kind that you have received 
during the past five years. 
 
None, other than a limited salary related to my adjunct teaching at the Marquette University Law 
School during the Fall September 2012.  
 
XIV. References 
Reference 1 
Name Michael J. Cohen 
Address 111 E. Kilbourn Ave., Suite 1900, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
Telephone Number (414) 273-1300 
 
Reference 2 
Name Justice Janine Geske (ret.) 
Address       
Telephone Number (414) 852-3376 
 
Reference 3 
Name Joseph D. Kearney 
Address Marquette University Law School, 1215 W. Michigan St., P.O. Box 1881, 

Milwaukee, WI 53201  
Telephone Number (414) 288-1955 
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Reference 4 
Name Robert R. Gagan      
Address O’Neil Cannon Hollman DeJong & Laing, S.C., 716 Pine Street, Green 

Bay, WI 54301 
Telephone Number (920) 265-2184      
 
XV. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Explain in 500 words or less why you want to become a judge/justice. 
 
There are both extrinsic and intrinsic reasons inspiring me to leave my service as a Wisconsin 
Court of Appeals judge in order to serve on the Wisconsin Supreme Court. 
  
Externally, I believe there is much value I can bring to the work of the Court.  I know that I can 
serve well the State of Wisconsin, its citizens, its guests, its businesses, its local governments, 
and all those who are affected by decisions of this State’s highest court.  I have the temperament, 
intellect, character, work ethic, respect for all people, and plain old common sense to be an 
excellent justice.  Moreover, as evidenced by the broad base of support, respect and good 
reputation I have received across the state—especially during my time on the court of appeals—I 
am uniquely situated to bring a measure of collegiality with me to my service on the Court.  Put 
another way, I will see one of my roles as listening intently to my colleagues—both those on the 
Supreme Court and those in the bench and bar throughout the state—regarding how best to 
improve our justice system, which is already great in so many respects.  The endeavor is not one 
bit about me or my aggrandizement, but rather solely for the betterment of our courts, including 
our Supreme Court, as well as for the sound and proper development of the law. 
  
Internally, being a justice on the supreme court will provide me great personal satisfaction and 
happiness.  I am, fundamentally, an insatiable student of the law.  I have a passion for learning it 
and for helping to make sure it is properly and intelligently developed and applied.  And that is 
done within the context of an adversarial system.  Moreover, it is simply a matter of fact that 
people, including jurists, will disagree on the important legal issues of the day.  But it is with 
intelligent, vigorous yet respectful vetting of those disagreements that, I believe, the Court 
functions best.  This should occur both within the Court’s decision-making processes, and then in 
its published opinions.  And while my jurisprudential views are no great mystery and certainly 
disagreed with by some, what garners respect, I submit, is that, at the end of day, my decisions 
are—and will continue to be—well reasoned, well written, and thoroughly analyzed.  This 
approach is ingrained in me.  To be a part of—and do what I can further to encourage—such a 
process on the State’s highest court would truly be an honor, a privilege, and a challenge eagerly 
accepted.  
  
In short, I strongly desire to become a justice on the Wisconsin Supreme Court because I believe 
I can serve well that institution, as well as serving the court system as a whole, including all 
those who benefit from a properly operated, competent, and fair justice system. 

 
In 500 words or less, name one of the best United States or Wisconsin Supreme Court opinions 
in the last thirty years and explain why you feel that way. 
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In my opinion, one of the best Wisconsin Supreme Court decisions in the last thirty years was 
Jackson v. Benson, 218 Wis. 2d 835, 578 N.W.2d 602 (1998).  I believe this decision was one of 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court's best days in terms of recognizing the role of the judiciary with 
respect to public policy decisions.  Certainly, the Milwaukee School Choice Program was, for 
many reasons, a contentious issue for many people.  Reasonable people on both sides debated the 
merits of the policy.  Eventually, its enactment and expansion had received bipartisan support. 
 
In all events, the question before the Court was only one of constitutional dimensions; that is to 
say, had the legislature and Governor overstepped their bounds in passing a law that operated in 
the manner the program did.  The Court correctly engaged in the subject constitutional and other 
legal analyses before it, and reached the conclusion that, whatever one might think of the 
program from a policy standpoint, it was constitutional.  As the majority opinion aptly stated:  
"In the absence of a constitutional violation, the desirability and efficacy of school choice are 
matters to be resolved through the political process.  This program may be wise or unwise, 
provident or improvident from an educational or public policy viewpoint.  Our individual 
preferences, however, are not the constitutional standard." 
 
In 500 words or less, name one of the worst United States or Wisconsin Supreme Court opinions 
in the last thirty years and explain why you feel that way. 
 
In my opinion, one of the worst United States Supreme Court decisions in the last thirty years 
was Kelo v. City of New London, 545 U.S. 469 (2005).  I feel this way because the decision did 
great violence to an actual, clear provision in the U.S. Constitution (as contrasted with other 
precedents that have enforced "rights" far less clearly an actual part of the Constitution) all in 
order to aggrandize governmental interests and certain private party interests over those of other 
private property owners. 
 
To be sure, legislatures can, and often do, enact public policies that limit private property 
owners' rights or that properly invoke the doctrine of eminent domain.  In the main, whatever 
one might think of the relative wisdom of those policy decisions, they are properly the province 
of legislative and executive bodies.  But in the Kelo case, the governmental bodies at issue 
plainly, in my opinion, exceeded constitutional bounds.  The notion that a governmental body 
can exercise its eminent domain power to take property from one private party to give it to 
another private party, merely because such a taking might (emphasis on "might") be in 
furtherance of a general "economic development plan," simply does not satisfy the constitutional 
requirement that there be a “public use” in such a taking. 
 
What's more, the precedent established by the majority in Kelo could be used against any and all 
types of property owners, to benefit only those private parties best able to gain favor with the 
applicable governmental body.  In the context of the (otherwise) very strong American tradition 
of private property rights, this is quite a dangerous paradigm.  Beyond the foregoing, I would just 
point to Justice O'Connor's summation of the error in the majority's decision as found in the 
powerful introduction to her dissent. 
 
In 500 words or less, describe your judicial philosophy. 
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My judicial philosophy is, for lack of a better term, simple.  I see my role as using my intellect, 
work ethic, analytical skills, and genuine respect for all those affected by decisions of our courts 
so as to apply the law intelligently and justly.  In my mind, judges should not serve to advance 
any personal agenda or political platform.  Rather, my job, both now and, if appointed, as a 
justice on the Supreme Court, is to apply and interpret those laws that have been developed 
through the common law of our courts or enacted by our legislative and executive bodies.  To be 
sure, all laws must answer to the dictates of our state and federal constitutions, and jurists must 
faithfully adjudicate challenges on those grounds, based on the express provisions of those 
constitutions and, if applicable, binding precedents of the United States Supreme Court.  In short, 
I have a firm respect for the rule of law. 
 
I am an impartial jurist, not a policymaker.  It seems to me this is the only proper way to be a 
judge or justice.  Put another way, I am there to diligently read and hear argument from all 
advocates appearing before the Court, and then to intelligently interpret the law in each case.  
This is done for the benefit of each party to appear before our court, and to do so on each case’s 
own merits, without prejudgment of the issues or the parties. 
 
In other words, as a judge or a justice, I am there to be a third-party neutral before whom counsel 
work to advocate on behalf of their clients and attempt to argue in a manner that will support 
applications of the law that they seek.  Importantly, I must also treat each case with the 
importance and respect to which each party, and each attorney in that case, places on it.  Those 
who appear before our courts deserve such attention, diligence, hard work, and respect—at every 
level.  Yet, in serving on the supreme court—or even on the court of appeals in those cases 
where our decisions are published—I am conscientious of the fact that the opinions we write 
greatly affect persons beyond just the parties appearing before the Court.  This reality is all the 
more reason such opinions must be intelligently, clearly and otherwise well written. 
 
If you have previously submitted a questionnaire or application to this or any other judicial 
nominating commission, please give the name of the commission and the approximate date of 
submission. 
 
I sumitted an application to the Governor's commission in September, 2012 in relation to a 
vacancy on the Milwaukee County Circuit Court; again in March, 2014 in relation to another 
vacancy on the Milwaukee County Circuit Court; and again in June, 2014 in relation to a 
vacancy on the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, District III, which appointment I received and 
where I serve at this time. 
  
Describe any other information you feel would be helpful to your application. 
 
I believe that, beyond my academic and professional qualifications, I would bring a good 
personality to the Supreme Court.  As I am apt to say, I have blue collar in my blood.  I watched 
as my parents worked hard and sacrificed to provide me, and my three older brothers, with a 
quality education and sound upbringing as kids.  My father worked for over 30 years as an 
assembler at Allen Bradley, while my mother was a second-shift emergency room nurse at the 
former Northwest General Hospital in Milwaukee.  All the while, they worked and saved so as to 
enable their dream of eventually moving to northern Wisconsin, which they did 20 years ago.  I 
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paid for my entire undergraduate education, save for the merit scholarships I received, by 
working fulltime in a stockroom, all the while attending classes full time (and even finding some 
time to wrestle competitively for two years in college).  Indeed, I worked through all my years of 
schooling.  
 
I was taught by my family and my teachers over the years to treat all people with respect, to give 
everyone the benefit of the doubt, but also to hold all people accountable for the mistakes they 
make, recognizing that individuals can later atone for their wrongs.  I was also taught and believe 
that, no matter what one’s station in life is, as we mature, we are ultimately responsible for our 
actions, including the obligation to respect the life, liberty and property of others. 
 
Juxtaposed with my working-class background and no doubt enhanced by my work ethic, I have 
been able to become plenty bright and well read.  I have excellent analytical, research and 
writing skills.  I have tried to surround myself with people who enjoy a robust dialogue and from 
all different perspectives of issues.  I use those opportunities to grow myself intellectually 
through the mutual challenge of viewpoints, sharpen my own understanding of the principles I 
hold dear, and do all this in a respectful and productive manner.   
 
Additionally, I have earned the respect of all types of attorneys and judges over my career, 
including those from all across the state, from a variety of practice areas, and with varying 
philosophies.  This very broad range of support and respect will invariably be an asset to my 
efforts serving on the Supreme Court and running for election thereto when the time comes. 
 
At the same time, I enjoy unwinding, whether it be throughout northern Wisconsin, at sporting 
events, on the golf course, during long runs outdoors, or otherwise taking in the simple pleasures 
and leisures of life.  And most of all, I enjoy every minute I spend with my lovely wife, Kelly.  
While we are not blessed with the ability to have our own children, we find plenty of avenues for 
caring and love, such as with our extended families, our dear friends, and with others in the 
community.  We hope soon to finally realize our dream of adopting a child.  
 
In short, I think these perspectives and my background, combined with all my other qualities 
discussed throughout this application, truly would serve me well as a justice on our state’s 
Supreme Court. 
 
Do you wish to request that your application remain confidential to the extent allowed by law? 
Yes   No  
Note: Such a request does not ensure that your application will remain confidential. In general, you should expect that all 
materials submitted will be disclosed to the public upon request under the public records law. The Governor’s Office will honor 
such a confidentiality request to the extent the law allows. A request for confidentiality will not adversely affect your application 
for appointment. 
 
Please remember to upload your first writing sample, second writing sample, resume, signed 
signature page, and cover letter. 





   
 

   

   

   
     

   

   

 

 

 

 

        
       

       

         
        

        
   

    

    
  

     

 

            

           

       

            

            

           

          



  

             

              

              

          

            

           

           

              

             

              

           

            

           

               

        

 

             

               

               

              

               

  

 



  

             

              

            

            

              

              

           

 

              

             

             

               

          

            

          

             

            

  

             

           

               
               

               
                

     

 



  

             

              

      

           

            

            

             

           

             

              

              

          

    

          

             

          

            

            

             

                
         

             
 

                
              

 



  

             

            

             
          

            

            

             

             

            

     

             

             

              

            

                

             

             

                

            

 

            

              

                  
           

 



  

              

             

             

               

   

             

          

           

            

              

          

           

          

   

               

              

          

              

            

              

          

           

             

            

            

 



  

           

            

             

       

 

          

             

              

             

              

             

             

         

             

               

               

               

               

             

               

               

 

             

            

               

 



  

               

            

        

              

           

            

           

            

               

           

            

           

           

                

   

            

             

             

           

            

          

              

 

            

          

 



  

               

                

             

               

         

             

              

              

         

             

              

                

             

              

          

           

           

          

             

         

             
                  

                
                 

                
                 

       

 



  

             

           

            

          

               

             

 

            

          

             

           

               

            

           

             

            

           

            

             

            

    

          

            

             

          

              

 



  

          

               

    

          

           

          

             

          

          

             

     

            

             

           

            

             

              

            

            

          

                  
              

              
                

                 
             

 

 



  

         

           

           

          

               

             

             

              

               

              

                 

              

              

          

  

              

             

             

              

                
                 

                
                
                

               
               

          

 



  

              

             

               

     

             

             

             

              

           

            

             

         

           

  

                

                

           

           

              

            

  

                  
           

         
          

 

 



  

              

              

             

            

            

              

            

            

            

           

            

           

                

              

            

     

                

               

             

              

             

               

           

           

              

        

 



  

         

        

 



  

    
     

  

  

    

   

 

 

   

  
   

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
   

      

           
           

           
            

  

 
 
 

  

 



   
 

   

  

   
     

   

   

   

 

 

   

 

    

 

        
       

       

         
        

        
   

    

    

           

          

 

       



  

            

               

          

           

             

     

            

            

              

                 

               

           

              

            

            

    

 

             

                

             

              

              
 

 



  

           

               

     

          

             

               

                

               

              

                 

            

            

                

               

              

                

               

  

              

          

            

           

            

          

 



  

             

           

            

             

            

               

           

             

             

           

              

             

            

               

             

 

         

            

           

                

                

                 
 

 



  

            

            

            

          

              

                 

              

        
          
        
         

        
        

           
 

             

            

             

              

            

             

             

       

            

            

              

 



  

              

           

              

              

              

            

         

         

             

               

             

          

              

          

           

   

          
         

            
        

          
   

               
                  
                   

                     
            

 

 
 
   

 

 



  

          

    

          

            

             

              

              

         

            

             

                 

            

             

   

           

               

              

             

            

                

                  

              

             

     

 



  

          
           

            
          

             
   

            

            

             

         

             

          

            

             

               

               

               

            

              

            

   

            

             

             

               

   

 

 



  

            

             

           

            

             

              

          

            

     

           

             

          

              

              

                

            

               

   

           

              

                    

           

 



  

             

            

             

               

               

              

             

     

            
           
           
         
          

          
         

         
          

         
           

      

                  
                  

              
              

                  
             

             
              

                   
                

                
                   

             
        

 



  

             

              

            

           

              

               

            

           

            

               

             

             

              

              

       

           

         

              

              

           

             

               

           

            

             

           

 



  

               

             

            

          

            

              

              

             

            

              

            

          

            

       

         

           

              

                   

              

             

             

              

                 

            

              

            

 



  

           

       

              

                

             

              

             

           

          

              

             

          

           

             

               

               

            

             

             

     

                   
                

              
      

 



  

           

          

            

         

             

             

            

    

              

              

           

            

                

             

              

            

            

               

               

         

           

            
               

          

 



  

            

             

         

          

   

            

          

           

           

         

            

       

           

             

            

             

             

             

            

              

              

             

               

            

             

 



  

           

            

             

             

           

         

            

             

              

               

        

           
           

           
          
           

            
        

          
           

           
           

         
            

    

            

             

              

              

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

           

               

            

           

          

         

            

           

              

          

            

               

              

               

             

        

             

            

                

                
            

                   
               
           

 



  

               

              

           

            

         

          

                

           

               

           

            

          

             

              

            

            

             

              

        

            

             

               
        

 



  

            

             

              

               

            

  

         

 

 




