Donald J. Trump 725 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10022

Dear Mr. Trump,

The foundation of our Republic’s freedom was built with the
sacrifices of its patriots. Since the days of our founders’ fight to
form our Union, through the crucible of the Civil War, support of
our allies in the World Wars and on today’s battlefields, the men
and women of America’s armed forces have laid down their lives
to defend the Constitution and the nation it sustains. Often, the
debt is called and lives, regardless of religion, race, or creed, are
paid. While we all feel the loss, no one bears the burden more than
the families of our fallen. To the military and veterans community,
nothing is more sacred or honored than our Gold Star parents.
Their personal sacrifice, the loss of a child, is the unimaginable.

This week, when you chose to disparage the family of an American
soldier who gave his life in combat, you chose to disparage all of us.

In 2004, Capt. Humayan Khan was killed by a suicide bomber
when he rushed forward to protect his soldiers. In his moment
of truth, this American soldier demonstrated the highest
ideals of our community and our country. Earlier this week,
his parents addressed the Democratic National Convention
and spoke critically about the dangerous rhetoric of your
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Respectfully,

presidential campaign. In response to his father’s question
about your own sacrifices for your country, you compared their
loss to your own experiences building a business. Worse, you
attacked Ghazala Khan, a Muslim Gold Star mother, for her
religion, saying she stood silently by her husband because “she

probably wasn’t allowed to have anything to say. You tell me.”

As you may know by now, her silence had nothing to do
with her faith and everything to do with her broken heart.
Twelve years after losing her son, she is still unable to see a

photo of her son without breaking down. Your statements are

unacceptable, especially from someone seeking to serve as
Commander in Chief. The Khans’ sacrifice has earned them the
right to ask hard questions of those seeking elected office.

We are writing as a matter of honor and not as a matter of politics,

with no support from any campaign. As Republican, Democrat,
and Independent military combat veterans along with Gold Star
families, we ask that you demonstrate the character demanded
of the office that you seek and apologize for what you've said.
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