
 
September 21, 2016 
  
STATEMENT BY FORMER CAREER AMBASSADORS AND SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS  
  
The undersigned have each previously served the people of the United States as career diplomats in 
our nation's Foreign and Civil Services. We have each had the privilege of being nominated by the 
President, and confirmed by the United States Senate, to represent our nation abroad and at the 
highest levels of our foreign policy and security organizations.  
  

       Together, we have represented the United States as ambassadors in 52 countries or 
international organizations.  We have hundreds of years of combined service.  

  
       As career officers, we have served every President since Harry Truman, and have proudly 

represented every President since Richard Nixon as ambassadors or senior State 
Department officials in Senate-confirmed positions. We have served Republican and 
Democratic Presidents with pride and enthusiasm.  

  
       None of us will vote for Donald J. Trump.  

  
       Each of us endorses Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine. Because the stakes in this election are so 

high, this is the first time many of us have publicly endorsed a candidate for President.  
  
Very simply, this election is different from any election we can recall. One of the candidates -- 
Donald J. Trump -- is entirely unqualified to serve as President and Commander-in-Chief. He is 
ignorant of the complex nature of the challenges facing our country, from Russia to China to ISIS to 
nuclear proliferation to refugees to drugs, but he has expressed no interest in being educated. 
Indeed he has recently demonstrated he entirely misunderstands and disrespects the role of the 
very officials who could educate him: the senior career officers of our intelligence services and of 
our military services (whom he has characterized as "rubble").  
  
In his frequent statements about foreign countries and their citizens, from our closest friends to our 
most problematic competitors, Mr. Trump has expressed the most ignorant stereotypes of those 
countries; has inflamed their people; and has insulted our allies and comforted our enemies. 
Shockingly, he has even offered praise and admiration for Vladimir Putin, the leader of Russia 
whose international activities and reported intrusions into our democratic political process have 
been among the most damaging actions taken by any foreign leader since the end of World War 
Two.  
  
We fear the damage that such ineptitude could cause in our closest relationships as well as the 
succor it might offer our enemies.  
  
By contrast, Hillary Clinton’s handling of foreign affairs has consistently sought to advance 
fundamental US interests with a deep grounding in the work of the many tens of thousands of 
career officers on whom our national security depends. Not every one of us has agreed with  



every decision she made (and the same would be true of every one of her predecessors), but we 
have profound respect for her skills, dedication, intelligence, and diplomacy.  
  
In this election there is only one team to represent our nation and lead our career foreign policy 
and security professionals in a manner befitting our role as the world's sole superpower.  Hillary 
Clinton and Tim Kaine are the candidates we support.  
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