
College Enrollment Retention and Graduation Statewide Results

73 Percent of Public High School Graduates Enrolled in College

47 Percent Graduate within Six Years

Summary

Among students in the 2013 public high school graduating class 733 percent enrolled in

college at any time during their first year after graduation Nearly 47 percent of the high school

graduating class of 2008 graduated from college with an associates bachelors or higher

degree within six years with 315 percent attaining a degree in four years These statewide

results were provided to the Connecticut State Department of Education CSDE by the National

Student Clearinghouse NSC Reports for Connecticuts public high schools on college

enrollment persistence and graduation that were generated by the NSC are online at

httillwwwsdectQovsdecwplviewaspa=2758q=335288

Approximately 28300 students from the class of 2013 enrolled in college in the first year after

graduation Of those

65 percent chose a public higher education institution

74 percent chose a fouryear institution and

59 percent remained in the state

These figures have remained relatively stable over the last several graduating classes

Of the 27900 graduates of the class of 2012 who enrolled in college the first year

889 percent of students returned for a second year

those who enrolled in private colleges had higher retention rates than those enrolled in

public schools 95 percent vs 853 percent

those who enrolled in fouryear colleges had higher retention rates than those enrolled in

twoyear colleges 949 percent vs 721 percent

those who enrolled at outofstate institutions had higher retention rates than instate

students 95 percent vs 843 percent

When the data are disaggregated by student demographic characteristics wide disparities

emerge especially in the sixyear college graduation rate for the high school class of 2008

Female students had a sixyear graduation rate of approximately 523 percent

compared with 408 percent for male students

Asian students and white students had higher graduation rates 601 percent and 538

percent respectively as compared with blackAfrican American 244 percent and

HispanicLatino 214 percent students

Only 202 percent of economically disadvantaged students earned a college degree
within six years as compared with 542 percent of their nondisadvantaged peers
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Appendix

All Students

Of the high school graduating class of 2014 a total of 681 percent enrolled in college in the fall

immediately following graduation 733 percent of the class of 2013 enrolled at any time during

their first year out of high school 768 percent of the 2012 graduating class entered college

during the first two years after high school last year data for which twoyear enrollment data

was available

Of the students from the high school graduating class of 2008 315 percent graduated with an

associates bachelors or higher degree within four years 425 percent graduated within five

years and 466 percent graduated within six years

Students by Gender

Female students were much more likely to enroll in college than their male counterparts From

the class of 2013 nearly 789 percent of female students enrolled during the first year after high

school compared with only 678 percent of males

Enrollment Any Time during the First Year after High School by Class Year

percent of graduating class subgroup

Kqlh PAE Pak

Female 745 765 773 771 781 776 789
Male 649 667 679 683 671 670 678

Females also outpaced males in freshmantosophomore retention with 904 percent of female

students from the class of 2012 returning for a second year of college compared with 868

percent of male students

The success rate in terms of graduation from college showed an even larger gender gap
Female students from the class of 2008 had a sixyear graduation rate of approximately 523

percent compared with 408 percent for male students

Students by RacelEthnicity

Enrollment in college during the first year after high school graduation varied considerably

across racialethnic groups for the class of 2013 Asian students were the most likely to enroll

832 percent followed by white students 777 percent Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islanders

708 percent Black or African American students 639 percent multiracial students 696
percent HispanicLatino students 592 percent and American Indian or Native Alaskan

students 585 percent



Enrollment Any Time during the First Year after High School by Class Year

percent of graduating class subgroup
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Freshmantosophomore retentionthe percentage of college freshman returning for a second

yearvaried considerably across racialethnic groups For the freshmen from the class of

2012 Asian students had the highest retention rate 944 percent followed by white students

912 percent multiracial students 857 percent American Indian or Native Alaskan students

855 percent Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islanders 818 percent HispanicLatino students

804 percent and Black or African American students 796 percent

Degree attainment in terms of sixyear graduation rate from college showed significant

raciallethnic gaps For the class of 2008 Asian students had the highest graduation rate 601
percent followed by white students 538 percent American Indian or Native Alaskan students

286 percent Black or African American students 244 percent and HispanicLatino students

214 percent

Students by Income

Using eligibility for free or reducedprice lunch as a measure of income the NSC data reveal a

strong effect of poverty on collegegoing During the first year after high school graduation in

2013 563 percent of economically disadvantaged students enrolled in college compared with

808 percent of higher income students Although the enrollment gap declined between 2007

and 2011 it has increased slightly for the past two high school graduating classes

Enrollment Any Time during the First Year after High School by Class Year

percent of graduating class subgroup

11 11 11 1 1 I+ H4H i K
Economically Disadvantaged 475 519 532 537 562 555 563
Not Economically Disadvantaged 751 773 788 796 790 794 808

Economic status also affected the ability of college freshmen to stay in school and to earn a

degree The freshmentosophomore retention rate for members of the class of 2012 for



example was 787 percent for economically disadvantaged students enrolled in college

compared with 917 percent of higher income students Only 19 percent of the economically

disadvantaged students in the class of 2008 earned a college degree within six years

compared with 542 percent of higher income students

Students by English Language Learner Status

Proficiency in the English language also affected Collegegoing retention and graduation rates

During the first year after high school graduation in 2013 500 percent of English language

learner students ELL enrolled in college compared with 743 percent of nonELL students

This enrollment gap has diminished but only modestly over the last several classes

Enrollment Any Time during the First Year after High School by Class Year

percent of graduating class subgroup

English Language Learner 401 459 475 482 481 488 500
Not English Language Learner 707 726 736 737 735 733 743

ELL status also affected the ability of college freshmen to stay in school and to earn a degree

The freshmentosophomore retention rate for members of the class of 2012 for example was

822 percent for ELL students enrolled in college compared with 889 percent for nonELL

students Only 204 percent of the ELL students in the class of 2008 earned a college degree

within six years compared with 476 percent of nonELL students

Students with Disabilities

Students with an individualized education program at any time during their high school years

were less likely to enroll in college 410 percent of students with disabilities from the class of

2013 enrolled in college during the first year after high school graduation compared with 758

percent of nondisabled students

Enrollment Any Time during the First Year after High School by Class Year

percent of graduating class subgroup

••phic 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Students with disabilities 392 420 426 421 417 407 410
Nondisabled Students 724 739 748 749 748 749 758

The presence of a disability also affected retention and degree attainment Thefreshmentosophomoreretention rate for members of the class of 2012 for example was 731 percent for

students with disabilities enrolled in college compared with 894 percent of nondisabled

students Only 156 percent of the students with disabilities in the class of 2008 earned a

college degree within six years compared with 490 percent of nondisabled students

Trends in Enrollment Gaps



The following chart shows the difference in the percentage of students who enrolled in college

during the first year after high school graduation by subgroup Significant gaps exist across

student subgroups based on gender income language disability and raceethnicity For

example the difference between ELL and nonELL student enrollment rates has dropped from

over 30 percent to about 24 percent over the seven graduating class years The female to male

enrollment gap has been around 10 to 11 percent while the gap between students with

disabilities and those without is the largest at about 35 percent with slight increases since the

class of 2008
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Gaps in Firstyear College Enrollment Classes of 20072013

Difference in the Percentage of Students Entering College by Subgroup
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College enrollment rates are about 25 percent lower for students who are eligible for free or

reduced lunch than those who were not The income gap is slightly lower in recent years

Racialethnic gaps exist and trends differ across racial categories The gap between white

students and Hispanic students enrollment has declined significantly from 28 percent to 19

percent while the gap between white and black students enrollment has reversed its downward

trend in recent years and is closer to its historical trend of about 14 percent

Postsecondary Enrollment and Progress

The most complete picture of the progess of Connecticuts public school graduates through

college can be obtained by following the class of 2008 through six years of National Student

Clearinghouse data



Class of 2008 Postsecondary Enrollment and Progress

Percentage of the Graduates of the class of 2008
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Highlights of these college enrollment and progress statistics include

716 percent of the class of 2008 enrolled in the first year while an additional 43 percent

enrolled in the second year 19 percent more in the third year and approximately

another one percent enrolled in each of the remaining years

19 percent of students never enrolled in any college in the National Student

Clearinghouse database

235 percent of the class enrolled but left college without earning a degree

81 percent of the class were still enrolled after six years

Each year about 2 percent of the class returned after a gap in their postsecondary

enrollment



After six years 466 percent of the high school class of 2008 had earned a college

degree

This unique longitudinal look at a class of high school graduates sheds light on the variety of

paths these students take through college Nearly a quarter of students experience college at

some point but dont return within this sixyear time window The fouryear path from high

school to college graduation no longer appears to be the norm although the percentage of the

graduating class who earned a degree in four years has increased slightly from 31 percent to

33 percent from 2007 to 2010 More statewide enrollment and progress information can be

found in the statewide feedback report available at

httpllwwwsdectaovsdecwplviewaspa=2758Q=335288

Note NSC reports enrollment of students attending public and private notforprofit colleges

and universities While not all such institutions report their data it is estimated that NSC
collects data on approximately 94 percent of Connecticut students For additional information

please see httpnscresearchcenterorgworkingwithourdata


