FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 1, 2017

A broad group of Maine community groups, faith leaders and advocacy organizations
issued the following statement in response to President Trump's executive orders that
target Muslim immigrants and refugees:

We are community organizers, ministers, rabbis, imams, lawyers, and teachers. We are
mothers, fathers, grandparents, sisters, brothers, and friends. We were born in Somalia,
Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq, Mexico, the United States and other
countries. We are all in America for different reasons, and we are all here for the same
reasons.

We were born here. We came to get an education. We were recruited to work in American
industries. We came because our homes and our towns were burned to the ground. We fled
threats against our lives and the lives of our families, because we cooperated with the
American government or spoke out against corrupt leaders or have the wrong political or
religious beliefs.

Some of us may speak differently, dress differently, or pray differently than you do - just as
French Canadian and Irish immigrants before us did - but we want the same things.

We are here because we are trying to live the best lives that we can. Because America offers
the promise of safety, of freedom, of hope, for ourselves and for our families. This is the
American dream.

President Trump’s executive orders are everything the American dream is not. They are
meant to drive fear into people’s hearts. They are meant to divide our communities and
turn neighbor against neighbor. They value the religious beliefs of some over others. And
they ignore the lessons of history, which teach us that when we make policy based on fear,
not fact, we always look back in shame.

President Trump’s executive orders have already caused chaos and confusion. They have
left families divided by oceans. They have left our Muslim brothers and sisters feeling
alienated and unsafe. And they have called into question our president’s commitment to the
Constitution.

Today, we join together to call on Maine’s elected leaders to do everything in their power to
put a stop to these unconstitutional policies. The very fabric of our nation is at stake.
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