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“The fod stamp program pro
videa nutrition 1023 million

edy Americans. hai of thein
chikdren, helps families weather
thie recession by helping put food
o0 the table while employment s
being sought and is so well-Lar-
feted] that almost all is benefits.
foloouselulda ivinga r be-

W e paverty line.

Yaur July 15 edlorial ihened
e program (6.8 “rat bl
L.xp-rvr- money. It cited 4 New

(Food stamps for needy

Letters

The Star welcomes short,
concise fetters

30,000 In stumps. The
ot wis that wntil there

nlmim Quilty 1o -elhnl i hinise
S

‘iamps are & shart e remedy
\urlhw In fnanctalcrst: more
than h

ure ]
thieves and con artisis who rip
ol the program, [nxpayers
shauld be skeptical of maney pat
into ft. Bt the fact tht the of -

fender wis caught shows agents
in the feld are sharp enough 1o
‘Senvationalizing und general
unseru

pulous few o refheet poorly on the
masl direct ani elfective program
faalleviate hunger far those in
ieed I unaie wrd unforfunate.
s never before (his
progrm help Hoosices feed
themaelves and thelr children
The recessian hias pushed food

xhr ymm ‘within seven

Dottt 31 pereent o
pu-m..n
ﬂm!llplullm
ey with childeen: 09,4 preent
e white: 91.1 percent have
three or fewer children and the
ity of participants have jobs
with incomes paying less than
1 he families” basic
needn Thowe are facts.
In & elimate devaid of re
bt with real
and pereefved barriers to escape.
1t's o surprise (hat in some

high-
eal lovels since 1983 The most
rocent (icreanes |n prticipation
appear heaviest among families
with children. In most case, the

As an clementary school
teacher | wan disappoinied in
your July 20 Chiideen’s Express,
[ have always paricipated in the.
Newspaper in Education program
and eneouraged my pupls 1o read
Chitdereir's Express.

Afler seclng @ whale page e
voled {a encomraging youg peo-

o0 tecept (heir homosexualily
ave decided 1a longer (0 use
The Indianapoiis Star i teach
newspaper educalion

Your implies Mluls that |m [
year-ald having a ¢
tencher of the same sex means.
Hat chido gy o leabian s
‘absurd. Every child at some gaint
dhuris
he or she admires and looks up
10. Your stary also unfortunately
encourages children a think
they're gayar Iesblan if they have
i close relationship with a child
of the sme sex. o wander aur
South are canfissed

1 anly peay that mast parents
i G IRk o article
hefore Hheir chikdren were en

\canrage o calf he Gay/iesbian

rade school s eacher | Es

cy In @ pragmalic underground
mnumy Sieps to minimiee dis-

hanest persony” abiliy fo exploit
Ihe pragram must be taken. But

‘Express’ on homosexuality

Vouth Hothine, which encourages
e 10 “wocept their homasex-
wality” Insteal of reassaning
them that they are fot
KAREN

PENCE
Indisnapolis

Free gay ‘ad’

Life has enough heartache
and sarrow (hal we need nol self
Anflict mare.

“The arficle in Children's Ex-
press on July 29 was tolally bi-
ased toward the view Lhal homa-
wadty ik acceptable
lifes:

L-mll\ly et

Ran aca e LT TR

these abx

The pork in a hlghwav funding hl]l

tarty in August the federal
higwray bl was et bach (o
i Ol et b e -

Beirices and have 18 coplae by
hey .u..u....m- e guline

tan % cen 10 pay for
803 b o wl- barrel pro-

Clans spending our tax maney f
y speetal nterests in theie

™ he

‘context %0 that the program » cf-

fectiveness in providing for the

eedy is nol threatened
LENA

Using mostly new terrain. it
wnikd devastale sensitive envi-
ronmeral oreas along it entire
ot and damage the eeosomies
and nkcry of many ) et

e condemond bnd s b
cal roads ey

i I Limeskont
e colimnlen . o p 10
1 billion of limesione reserves i
eurrenily progosed routes are

Propeaents claim this high-
wary weaikd be ane leg of o wrum-

aak tispayers (o pay for It with
Increasest Luses while neglecting
oiber needed programn i i
sgtalbie eslershi.

Exinting bridgen and roads
throughott ndiana ae bl n
mm repur. Makin st hess 16

Tough time in ﬁelds

Your front page arfice and
pietiure about drousght Juby 31 beft
& seriously wrong im|
The picture is 0ol one of com
rrneks m 4 cob

They are kernels that some-
‘how eccasionally fofm on a com
tassel. In the picture the tassel
splkes are ciearty visible.

Over the 20 years of my farms-

Youth Group. saying incdfect.
“Call the hotline andt we'll ell
you where 10 meel homasex-

wnpum The Indlanapolis

Starh por
Toward he youlh o o commu:
ity and. indced, our society as 3
whole.
MARK, KRISTEL NOVOTNY
Fishers

o Gulf of

s sueh would have narions
nificance. A quick glance at an

i il e that sever

e iy
R n et i e
waulkd o moee good for mere peo-
e thart one more massively ex-

rhllll. theouigh Ind
Toargue that i

Curbing

u.yur William Iludl\ul'll! et

connect
of our inner-cit ks rllh

‘::‘mﬂn ’T.;.nr

mall Downtawn. Dorothy Priros-

park vandalism

pensive, I
‘Bloomingtan

vandalism as an excuse for re-
ducing service in the parks stll
further, We need to light candles,
not curse [he darkness.

g experience | have seen a great b
- ey's July 21 articke conneied Near Eust Side
. the negictof our N:::ﬂ:?l:’; Community Organisation Inc.
1o prosi Indianapoils
die of those kernels. i there s 8 o el ey
sports rvents. i
We have made the expendi- ﬂnﬂﬂl ]‘my
ek 1 et I:':‘"""h':”‘ Jam tired of hearing about
e e e iner. N Wl and lacks can't gt
S along. There are a Iot of us who
heee sons — that is overcoming  Cify parks now. do get alang, And we don't have.
w-hl;---ﬂdt"h'ﬂl‘m Hudaut mentioned the “hap- 1o lry mm ither.
zucchinl plants shriveied afier  €um water fountain pictured you may be black or
g about & dazen squash. ALLEN J. LINDLEY e article. He has picked an ex- whu mumm appicr than
T have pul nine pints of sweet Westfleld  cetient example of a major failure  you If you are a bigot. Il 1
corm n Uhe freezer when there A 10 management by the paks o longer because of less stress and
0 30 Dogs and victims The fountain bas [l have o ko more friends.
penis. and so forth. been vandalized three times this  What |am really tired of are
| staned farming for mysell 0 |think W'sasad sicofal-  year whiles who are scared every time
1934, using three blind horses fairs when a fund is set up for 8 &nﬂyhblmlwlummn— they see a yaung black man in
and same okd equipment that was  dog named Tramp o have several o sddress the problemof  their neighborhond or blacks who
ought from a farmer. Those et we canea come . B o prevent vandalsm raher ik o youe white who
ws. {oo. but during  with money for  statefund to — than continue to waste scarce listens to rap music and has a
o ey haircut
an B0-acre farm and eapyed real |t ahways amazes me to see Let bur o
here poople’ . Van-  instead of dvided.
patches n my overalks 'ROBIN L. OVERBECK dalism is one part of tha can- MERRY HOLLIDAY |
|.-1-d:-n¢:ummand Indisnapolis e Il seems punilive 1o use Indianapolls

Where's (e bee? Dis

ying herd-like

Preserving ranges where cattle roam

spla
hinking, (ypical of the media e, cablc
(rlevision's Ted Turner — having already

Innovatian fywoo
Minute” and colorization of okl Bogart s
— brings his formidable powers af trivial-
tzation 1o eealagical issucs.

e recenily awardeel a prize for the best
pugands novel, (hus es-
Lblishing  new but dublous genre of Amer
ean fiction. Now he has launched  range
st el g these bovines
as land-destroyers.

Spuaking vecently ta the National Aud:
bon Soclely, Turner announced he 18 ban-
wing cattle from his Mootana ranch,

I them with 7.000 bison, Cattle, he said,
..n..mu.m.mn o deserts by overgrazing,
parenly Turser (hinks bufalo are in-
rnpnmr of wuch coologenl (rllnl‘! Bl this.
Is onaense. They can do as mich dumage
s eatihe, ghvers the chance.Indeed, Turn
e e e Irom Yellwnione Park
where averly ataindant elk and beson have
alrady caten) almost cveryibing thal phots-
synihenizes,

VET mku
g o splendid o por
Tl ntn Dutlons, Trashing catlle
W ransuniing bsession amang_granala
munchers Bul this posturing (s more abot
Ulllﬂimﬂl; conformism than about eeolo-

aken, Tuener Is do-

g conks damage some: ranen, ex-

i populaiionn of wildde do.greaier

e on public lanids set ashle for preserva:

tn, Usng tevih ke Weedeaters. deer and
n matonal parks 10 s rups, And

b may be. saving

be

n
both i|uhllr and pmqn lanids cannot
accomplished by evicting herbivores.
e i s good for range, st as deer
and catle nieed grass. w0 grass needs deer or

axpory

Lo, whichs hekd (hal water belongs (o (hase:
who wun the siream banks. But wherras
riparian laws kept waler in sreams. prior

Ied 16 the system of darms.

)

canals. visducts and dilehes that makes the

West w1t b ey, Wihout ekt appo,
imperial Valley would

Alston Chase
Alﬂle West is de-watered,  pration California’
many m saalle than 56

B lumpllnl.

qu tan, s recy-

lvoomm ending grazing altogeth-

er can bkl 1o rapid rseticaton, Lands

{eft untrampled by hoas develap a
crust 50

a waler-
s thal (he sail absors ess

 Meslco demonstraies how much dam
.'m.u lack of grazing can do. Off-lmits (o
Ceattle for morethan 15 years. Servilleta js
Fapidly wrning (o desert. Meanwhile, pas-

1ures just outside (e refuge — which have

been graged continuously — remain

healthy, In 1948 | was with & group of 50
‘biologists

US, Fish and Wikdlife Service wha

mly e.uuum In most Western

priar appropriation
lmnmw«mwm-ﬂup-
1o commercial use. This meany
ean drain erecks dry and cilies may divert
waler great distances o fill
bu those wha want waler kept in sireams

Killing most life in them.

THIS PERVERSE rule was
the last century o encourage
velopment. I replaced ancient

grinsps: anothier would perm

[l deperimess i chin it o i
et reform, oppased by many hide-
bound ranchers. slowly

government can sive nature. they fulminale
on public lands — an issuc
Congress.

— and
ignory waler rights — a reiorm process
roquiring paticnd lobbying in stale capitais.

I they really wanted to restore the West
o pristioe beauly. ey would seek 1o pro-
et in-stream flow. OF course, this. might

The lost opportunity
for lack of a comma

By JAMES J.

A classified ad appeared in
The Globe lasi Apeil. Il read:
“Wanted: Tall, respectable wid:
wer. 50-65. For: Pretly respect-

The writer's art

wwain? Or wies she

able widow, 53, g

T et off sever ‘marks
al tratns of mz'uu Was pret. are road placed
Iy an advert of degree. modify-
o “reapectable’s o was 210D the highway of

an independent adjec- our communication,

five medifying “widow'? Was
LB Ry Rking ot "m“"" The uses of the period, thit

seribing herself? Would @ re-
speetable widowes be nlerested
i someane who was only peetty
respectable?

Yeu wer whal 4 comma can
ST Winl ch ot x
have been ksl by the
respetable widow. OF for i
matier, whal an oppariunity
may have been gainett We shail
never ko,

Not long afler | came across
that intriguing o, o reader sent
me an essay by Pieo lyer (hat
togeared ia Tune mmum v
eral yean o was
headed, I lm- e
ble Comma.* The writer had o
splenid metipha

“PUNCTU
the rmad signs placed
highway o aur communicalion
A peeiad has the nblinking
finality of a rexl light
s b fashing yellow IghL that
asks s only fo siow down; and
The ambcio . lop o Ihat
ul:u\nmnmlly o
it

It always i a mistake 1o ride
the harse of metaphor until the
sbeed breaks down. but we might
look upon parentheses and

s a8 delours 1o gt ove

ar ararul. The collin Is 4 barricr
neross the raad. The apostrophe
what? A sign hal indicates
a diviced highway?

The art af punciuation ought
Yo b lhe smplest of al e arts

prose compesitian. Nothing

' Tealty, D 1. et s
amines the excepiions lo. ihe
rules, the mare 1 becomes evi:
dent that the rules. are rubber-
band rules. They streich

What Is the primary purpose
W s 1 contriby
. a5 In ihe maiter of

contribates 10, ease 1 reading

uncampramising red IIght. are
too plain 1o requice explication,
A coughe of (ine polnts; I @ par-
enthetieal ;mnue i part of i
senience. the period
autaide. If the_parenthetica
phrase stands alane, the period
e innide. Examplen:
SHE THOUOHT (hat she
gould never recognize Tom
ast seen B at age 4]
(Sarah had [t seen Tom ot
4

why
m.ulml of the Senae. Why W
ible 1o balance the bud-

rw “The question s a0 longee
why, but when. This is all the
;,...s.;.; direetor could say? Will
youi kindlly avk Bim 1o return

ihis duplicitous fushion?”*
e editors of ihe Chitago
Maniial of Siyle tike o sensible
view of (he comimi, Asde from &
few (ixed rules, “the use of the
comma b matly 3 mater ot
euse of

ng s the end In view,
hrow 11 0 commn
e rrader needs 10

i serial comms 1%

mare easlly stated than appled.

In general. f theee are three or

more elements in i series. sepa-

rate cach of them by @ commi

i \Il\(\m\ﬂlﬂ[um toma

ery, avociulas, spring an-

fons. carrol ops, and Roquefort
cheese. In my own writing | o

to leave out the final camma

whenever It pleases me. This Is .

Judgment call | see 1 paint 1
the rule-book comma after
| would rush on 10 the,
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