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The enclosed menor-anduri f r om the Secreta r y of Pe f'ense , da t e d 21 .',pri1
1948, wi.t.h its a t t.a chne nt.s ( Appe dix anc .vlnex) i s circula t ed for Ln I'orraa
t i an .

H. r . LLO ?,

Joint Se cre t a r i a t .

21 Apr il 1'?/{8

TI E
'-''("· r''1·r. m O}' 'j'J- ~_: LI~ y) \.;_ ... L , ·- ...

"" , 3~c.;;r ;T;\~C OY" TI,::::: • . l~r

H "'"\. 1.

T~ ,T, 3.. C rCT.t
', [ 0-;;' T iL <II) ! ") FO.cr'. J.

'fl T JCIW:" cv- -'..... r ( ,:. S':.'AF... -.1 • 1 J "

At.t a cl ed i s a sinne d cop~ of th e 1 a pe r de fining the u l i ons o f t h e
Arned Force s a n d t he oint Chi e f s of St a f f ;jn oil. t1t t a ched also i s a '
phot ost.at i c copy of Pr e side n t Tr unan I s l e t t e r , a ppr ovi ng thi s pape r ffippendiY .

The onl; c ha nve i n the paper , as exc cu t.ed , ac e r s i n t he t h i r d line f'r-on
t.r.e bot.t om of pae;e 1 ;Ya ..;e 1 81 he re t 27, :Ihere t he vro r-ds "by di re c t ion o f the
Fr -es i.den t " ha ve b een "'dcl-' cJ .

lsi aoe3 For r es t a l

.1 I /.

April 21 , 1948

Ponor-abl,e .Jane s l or .re s t.a .L
,")€cr Gt a r ' of De f ens e
'as h.ingt.on , i; . :~ .

, . Sec ze t ar-y :

I r repl y to your l et..te r o f " ar c ') 27, 19 L~S , I have t od ay i s sued a n -:Xecu
t i ve Grd e r revoki ng e c utiv Orde r 9877, of .ruly 26 , 1947. I~ its stead , I
,J i s h ,,' 0 1 to issue t e stah~:1ent of f n c t i.on s of' L e .:.;.r ne ci For ce s an d He .Ioi .rrt
Chi e fs of Staf f !J neil vrich hc s been dr-awn up by vou and the <Ioin t hi E: f~3
of St a f f .

1 e r y s ince re I y yours ,

/ s/ H Ii_J?- _~ S . i~U .,,
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21 April 1948

m DBX

Int r odu ct ion

of' t he Armed Forces
J oi nt 'Chi ef s of Staff
United states Arny
United states Pavy and

Section I Princi ples
Sect jon II Corrnon Funct ions
'3ect i on III Functions of the
Sec t i on ' ! V .-funct i on s of the
Sect :J.on V Functions of t he

; a r-i.ne Corps
Se ct i on VI Functions. of t he Unit ed s t a t es :"lr
Se ct i on VI I Gl ossa rY'of ' Ter ns and De f i ni t i on s

For ce
•,

D' T;WDUCTION

Cong re s s , in the National Securit] Act of 1947, has de scribed t r- e bas i c
policy embod ied in t be :.ct i n the f ollowin€; terns:

"In enact i ng t his l egislation, it is the intent of Congres s
to provide a compr ehensive progra.r.l. for the future security of th e
United States; to pr ovi de for the establislli18nt of in tegr ate d poli
cies and pr oced ures for t he departments, agencies, an d f~~ctions of
t t e Gove rnne nt r elat inG to t he national security ; to provide t hree
ni l ita r y de partnent s f or t he ope r a t ion and adr.unistration of the
Arrry , the ,Tavy (including naval a vi a t i on and the United St ates Ila r-i.ne
Corps), and t he Ai r Foz ce , wi t h t hei r assigned c onba t and s ervice
conpon ents; to provide for their authoritative co ordination and
unified direction und er civilian control but not t o merge t.h cm; to
provi.de for , th" e f'f'e ct.i.v e strategi c di.r-e c t.Lon iof th e armed fo rces
and .f or t.he i,r- ope rati.on WH';0 ;r unifie d control and f'o r t l'eiJ~ i nte
[T1zt i on into an efficien t t eam of land, nava L and air forc es."

I n accor-danc e wit;, t he policy de cLa red by Congress, an d in ac co r-dance
wi th t he pr ovi s ions of th Ya tiona l Se cur it}' Act o f 1947, and to provide
gui dance for t he depar t raent s and th e joint agencies of t he Nat i ona.l Fi l i
t &.ry ':;s t abl i s [-u:l8nt , th e Secre t a ry of Defen s e , by directi on of t he Presi
dent, he r-eby pr-onul.gat. cs t .h e f'o.l l.ovring statement of t ;,c functions of tho
Ar c ed Force s and t he J oint Ch ie f s of St a f f .
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1 . There sr.all be tbe n axi n um practicahle intes:;ration of t h '-.; policies
::.nd pr ocedure s of the dopar tment s and agencies of the lJational ~fili ta y

Est.ab.l.i.s hment. . Th;.s do es no t Lrnp.Ly a ne rgin:. of .u-ned For cc s , but doe s
denand a consonanc e and corr01ation of pol i c i e s and procedur<Js througho ut
t l,c I:e.tional :ilitary Es t .abl i.shment. , in order to produc e an e f'f'e c t.Lvc , econoni
ca l , harmorri.ous and businesslike organization which will insure tho rri.Li.t.ar-y
s 0curity of the United stat es .

2. Tl f unctions stated herein s hall be carr-L ed out in such a mannc r
as to achieve thG following :

a . Effe ct i ve strategic direction of the ;',r r.w d For ce s .

b . Ope r a t ion of ;1.rned Fo r ce s und er- unifi ed co r.rnan d , wherev er such
unified comnand is i n the best interest of national securi.t.y , '

S:. ' Int.e r.r-at.i.on of the Aruc;cI For ces into an e f f i cient t c an of
l an d, navs.L, an d air f orce s •

d . Frevcntion of unncc0ssary duplication or overlapping e.nong the
::jervi cc s , by utilization of the pe r-sonnal. , int011igence , facilities ,
ecui.pmcnt , suppl ies an d servic es of any or all Ser vi c es i n al l ca s c. s
whe ru uil itary E; f f uct i vGne s s and e con on;y ,of r es our ces wi l l thereby
be Incr-eas ed ,

£. Coor dinat ion of :~rf.l(;cl For ce s opcr-at.i.ons to promot-e of'f'Lc i.ency
ane oconony and to pr event gap s in r Bsponsioility .

3. It is e ssent i a l that there be f ull utilizc:.tion and ex pl oi t a t i on
of t r.e weapons , t cchn.lr-uos , and i ntrinsic cupabi Li t i.e s of each of the:
Ser vi ce s in an y mi.Li.tarv situation wher-e this vr i.Ll, contribute e f'f' ect.LvoLv
to t hc att.s.ini:l,;nt of oV0 r al l r ri Li.t.az-y obj ectives . In uffe ct i ng t his, .
col l a teral a s w<::ll as pr-imary functions will bo a s s Lgn cd , It is r c cogn.izcd
that ass i r-nmcnt of co Lla t.e. r-aL f'un ct.Lons nay <estab lish I'ur-t.hc r justification
for stated forc e r ,;quircn ents , but such a s sc.gnncn t shal.L not be used as
t.he basis for oat.ab l.LshLng ,a dditional f'or ce r(;c!uiru:'lGnt 3 .

4 . Doct r inc s , nroc cdur-es , arid pl ans cov ori ng joint operations an d
joi n t exe r c i s e s shall be j oi.nt.Ly prepared . Pr'Lria ry r esponsibility f or
dovc. Loprnerr t of certain doc t.r i n c s and p r-oc cdur-es is hcr-ei.n oft .cr- assign ed .

5 . Tcclmological dcve.Lopn cnt s , v a r La t.Lons in the avail ability of
nanpowcr an d natural r esources , chunging e conorri.c conc i t i ons , and chang e s
in the, world politieo-nili t.ar-y s i t uation raay dictate the desirability of
changes in t he present a ss t gn men t o f s pe cific functions and r esponsi
bi l iti e s t o t h0 individuJl 3c. r vice s . This d(:;tcrnination nel t he i ni t i a t i on
of Implement .i.ng action are t he r8sponsibi~ity of t he :3€. cr e t C'.r;' of D<.:; fen se .
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t.•. Cener-eL

As prescribed by higher a ut h or i t y .and und er tl£. gc rie r a l direction ot
th e ~oint Chiefs of St nf f , the arnod forC8s shall cond~ct operations wh8ruver
and 'sLcne v \.; !' nccc.ss.u-y for thl: following purposcs s

1. To support and de f'cnd the Cons t.Lt.ut.Lon oftlH:; Uni.t .ed stat es a grdns t
&11 eneMies , fQreign or domestic.

2. To nain t.aan , by timely and effective mi.Li, t ary act.i.on , t.h., security
of t ; (; Uru.t c. d StL,tes, its poss ossions and a r ea s vital to its Ln t .cr-es t.,

3. To uphold cmd a dvanc o th ,; ~ational policies and intl:rests of the
Un.i.t e d States.

4. To safc ,:,;u;::l.l"d the .int.crna.l security of the United St8.t"S.

1. In accor-dance witt, i;ui d;::m E from the Joint Chi.e I's oJ7 Stafi", to
pr-epar-e f'or ce s and to es t abl i sh l'.;.~s "rV L:S of (; c uipf1c;nt and supplies for the
ef'f'e cti.v e pros ecut.Lon of war end t,o p'l.an for t.he expansion of' : peacet.Lne
conponcnt s to rne e t, tho no c ds of wa r ,

2. To n ai.nt a.ln in r (:; 'ldinesf. nob i Lc r-escr-ve forces, properly orgnnaz ed ,
t.r-ai.ned, and c qui.ppe o for on pl.ovnr.n t in ene r-gen cv ,

3. To provide; adccuat e , til ie Ly , arid r-e Li abl,e intelligence. for u ce
within the Vat i on ':'..l Jfi l i t Cir y : st £lblis ncnt .

4. To org~niz~, train, ~nd CqLUp forcas for joint operations.

5. To conduct r (;sGC'.rch, t o doveLop t actic s, t.cchn.i.cue and or-gani.zat.ion ,
and to devcLop and procure vlU c p::' ns , cq uipmcrit., a nd s uppl ie s e s scrrt.ird, to
the fulfillment of t.he f'unc t i or.n hc r <; i w ,f t c r assignud, each Ser-v i.co co or-cti.
nat i.ng 'llitL th e ot.he.r-s in 0.1],. . ' .1..atters of joint conc ern.

6 To develop, g-n-r-i.son , supply, equip, and mai.ntai.n bases and other
Lns t.a.l.Lat.Lons , to include Li.nes of cormunLcatd.on , and to provid e administra
tive and logisticel support of [ ll "force s and base s ,

7. To provide, C'..S directed by proper aut hc r-i.t.y , suc h f'or-c os , nilitary
rri.s s i.ons , a.nd de t achnen ts for s er-vicc in foreign co unt.r-ios a s nay be r e
wired to support t he n at.Lona l, Lrrt er-e st.s of the Un.it e d states.

8. As directed by proper :..u t hor i ty, to assist in trdnin!o~ and equipping
the nilitary forces of for(;i~D nations.

r

..

,

9. Each Service to assist t.he others in the nccompl.Lshment of t.he i r
functions, LncLudd.ng the prov i s ton of pe r-eonne.l , intelligence, trnining,
f'ac i.Li.t.Les , ecudpment., supp.Li. e s , r.nd services as may be de t ermi.ne d by proper
authority.

10. Le:ch .service to support operations of the other-s ,

11. E<. c11 Service to ccor-di.nat.e operations (including adruni.st.r-ative ,
logistic~l, trcining, and conbat) with those of the oth8r Services as necessary
in the bast intorests of t.he United 3t<'..te s . ,.,

12. Each Service to dot e rrai.ne and provide th o means of cormuni.cnt.i ons by
wh.i.ch command ~dth .i.n the S8rvice is to be ex cr-c i s ed ,

13. To refcr al l nat.t cr s o f st.rnt.egi,c siGnificanc e; to the Joint Chiefs
of -Staff.
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Sect i on III Funct i.on s of tho Joint Ch i.e fs of st[!.ff

A. Generr.L

The Jo i nt Chie f s of Staff, cons i.stdnr; of t he Chi .f of Sta f'f , U. 3.. Ar my ;
t h : Ch.ic.f of rTavc,l Ope r at i.ons ; t.he Ch.i.e f of ,': t . ff , U. s . Ai.r For ce ; and t he
Chid of .'Jt :lf f to t.ho Connander-d.n-Chi.ef , i f there be ono , a re the pr.inc ipaL
nUi t.ar-y advi.s e r-s to the President and to the .secretary of Def ense .

e B. ?-E5",_c ific

Subject to t h(;; .::.uthority and dir<Jction of' the Fresident and t h" Sccre
t ar y of Def'cns c , it shrd.L be t he duty of t.he Jo i nt Ch.i.e f s of Staff :

1 . To pr-ep a r-e st rategic pl.ans and to provide f or the st r-at. eg.i c dire c
tion of t he Armed Forces , to LncLude the ge neral d'i.r-ect.i.on of r:1l conbat
ope r c.tions .

2 . To prepar-e joi nt Log.i st.Lc pl.ans and to assiE n to the militc.ry Ser
vices logistic r esponsibilities in accord"nce with s uch plans .

3 . To prepare integrated joint pl.ans for military mob i.Li.aat.Lon , a nd to
r eview maj or- nat. c r-i.a.l r-equi. r cn en t.s and personnel qua .Li.f' Lc at.Lon s and r-equir c
mcnts of the i\r nr:d Forces in t.he lif;ht of st.rr.t.er.ic and logistic pl.ans ,

4 . To pror.lUlgfl.te to the inclividual depnrtmcnt s of the Nat i.one.L Hi l i
t ETY Es t .ab.Lishmen t g e ne r-al. po l.Lc.ic s vind doctrines in ordo r to provid e guidance
in t he pr'cpar-at i.on of their r espective detaile d p l.nn s ,

5. As dire r:ted by proper 'J. ut hor i t y , to pc·.rticipLtb in the prcpar-at.i.on
of comb.in c d p.Lans f or r u.Li.t.a r y a c t.i.on in conjunction "lith the a rmed forces
of other nations .

6 . To estc.bl ish unified commands in str:ttcgic ar-eas when such unified
coornands ar-o in t.he i nt ere s t of nat.Loria I secur-Lty , and to aut.ho r Lze comman de r-s
thereof to es t.cb.Li.sh s uch subor-d.i.nt; te unifi ed commands as may be ne ce s sary ,

7 . To de s Lgnat.c , a s ne ceasnr-y, one of t.he.i.r member-s a s t heir exe c ut i.ve
agent f or :

a . it unified COJ'I[1£,nO ;

b . Ccrt ai.n oper-at i.ons , a nd s pcci.i'Lcd ccnrv nd s ;

c . Th e dcveLoprnen t of special tactics , t .e chrd.quc , and cqudpnent ,
excGpt a s otherwise provided herei n ; nnd

d . The conduct o f joint t.r a.lnlng , except a s othe rwise provided
herE:in .

8 . To dct. errni.n e what means are r-coui.rvd for the exercise of uni.f i e d
• • comnand , [>.nd to a s s i.gn to individual member- s the; responsibility o f pr-ovi.cd.ng

such means .

9 . To ? ppr ove policies and doctrines for :

,. . ,Joint opcr-at i ons , inclUding joint :unphibious an d a i.rbornc
cper-at i.ono , and f o:!' joint train i ng.

b . Coordinating the e duca t i on of members of t he ~rned For ce s .

10 . To r'e commend to the Secr etary of De f'cnsc the a s s i.gnment of pr-irna r y
re sponsibility fOl on y function of t hc Armed For ce s r-coui r i.ng such dct.e rmi.na
t i.on ,
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11. To pr-e p".r 0 ,:no subn i t .t o the. lk cr e t i r y of jlbf€n sL , .for.'his 'i nf or
nat i.on and cons Lder-a t .Lon i n f' ur-n.i s ldng Eui dnn ce to t.he T1e ?<:',r t n <;n t s fo r pr-epar a
t i on of th~ir nnu l budget ary 8 s t ij3at~ s and i n coordin2t ng t has0 bud gets; : ..
a st.at.cnent. of n i.Li. t.ar y r eq ui.rr.nc nt. s 1:'/ l1 i ch i s b e s ed upon agr-eed strategi c
cons.i.der-at.Lons , joint o utJ. .:i..n \ ;0. 1' plans , a nd cur-rent, nat Lonal, s cc ur t t y c~)r.lnit-
ne nt s , TIiH .s't a t.ement ' o f TUC' ui l"ene nts ' ah..Ll, I nckude : t asks, p r i or i t y of .
t a sks ,: fo rce ':r c qu:Lr 8InUnt s ;· e nd E;cnc r'd strato[;ic' g'ui d tcnc.e conc c rnl ng deve lop .
mon t, of !:lilitc. ::' T Ln s t a 'LLa t.Lon s and base s, 'equippi ng and na i ntai ni ng the miii .
t ':T J7 f or ce s , and r-e scnr-ch and de veLoprncn t and industrial mobi.Li.z at don prc gr-ans ,

12. To pr ovide Urri.t .cd States r-cpre s ent.at.Lon on t he ~filitar T Stc f'f COI'1f.1.it
t o", ofth(j"- Uni.t.od :.', a t i on s', in ac cor-den cc with t he provisions of the Ch3.r h r
of t hG Unit ed !2t ioi1S and r tprusent.:'.tion on other pr-oper-Ly a ut.ho r-Lzc d mi.Li t.ary
staffs, bo ards, councils, and rus ai.ons ,
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Tho Il.Lt.cd 3tdcs Army includ os land conba t and s orv i co f'or-c e s an d
such .w i.at.Lon and w :~ter tr r.msport as uLy be: organic t.hcr-ei.n , It is org~~nizc;;d,.

tr[1.ined,,<~nd cqui.ppod prinnrily f or pr-ompt and sust.e.Lnc.. d combat, op er-at.Lons
on l~nd. Of the thre o n~jor J0rviccs, t h Army h~s primnry interost in all
opur.';.tions on Land, GXCGpt in V :OSG opc r ntd.ons ot.hcr-vi s e nssi[n(jd herein.

fA. Prir.lc.ry Funct.Lons

1. 'Po .cir[~nn1ze, 'tre.in, nd cqui.p Arny forcc:s for t.he conduct of pr-ompt
:'.no aus t.r.Lned .con ba t ' opvr.:'ltions on Larid , Spr..cific::ll;r: :

e.• To dof'uat urrun~' Land forces.

b. To s oi.z c , occupy, and dc f'cnd l ::nd r.rc>. s ,

2. To organize, t ra.in , and equip Arn;y 0.nti(,il~cr :~ft '.: r t i l lo r y units •.

3. To or-garri.zc and equip, in co or-dlnatd.on vr.i.t.h ttl.;: o thor Ssrvic6s, and
to provide Arny forces for joint an phd.bi.ous «nd adrbornc operations, a nd to
prov.i dc for t he tr<:d.nine of such forces in ::tcc or d,....n cc vl i t l, policies and
doc t.r-Lnc s of t he Joint Chid's of Staff .

4. To dev cLop , in coor-d inat.Lon wi.t.h t h.: othcr- S,::rvicus, t.ac t.Lc s ,
tLichnir'u <.:, f).nd eq ui pmu nt of' i nterest to t.hc Ari:lj' for anphf.bd.ous opcr-at i.on s
ind not provided for in Sc ct.Lon V, parag r-cph A 4 c".nd parngr aph A 11 c.

5. To pr-ovd da An o:cg :~ni z<:ltion capahLc of furnishing ade qui t.c , timely,
ano r cl.Lab.l,c .int. e.Ll.Lgcnce for the a rny ,

6. To provide:: Arny :Corces it S rl:qui1'8d for thu dcf8nsu of the United
st,"'l.tos ng:c.i n s t a i.r a t tack , i n accor-danc e wi t h joint doct.r-i.ne s p..nd procedures
pprov(;d by t hc Joint Cbic.:fs of Staff.

7. To provid e for ces, n.s d.i r-e ct.cd by proper c.ut.hor-Lt.y , for occupat.Lon
of torritorios abro .id , to LncLudc initial ost. c.hLdshnent, of illlibr~r €~overn

ncnt pending tr::'.nsfur of this r-cspons tb l Li.t.y to othur ,:. ut bor i ty ,

8 . To dcv:..lop, in coordination wi t h t ho N':'.vy , t hc Air I'o r cc , '::.nd the
I fftrin Corps, the doc t r i.ne s , pr-oc odur- r.c , o; nd couipncrrt cnpl.oycd by Army and
; h r i n u f'or ccs in a irbornc opci-ctLons , The; Arny sh al.L h cvc pri mnry interest
in t.h e devc.L oprx.rit o f t.hc s c v.Lr bor ric do c t r i ne s , pr ocedur-es [:no c qui.pmeut
wl .Lch a r c of common i nL:rest to the Ar ny a nd the ;.{o. r i nc Corps.

9 . To I'orruil.at, c doctrinos and pr-oc edur-es for the. organization, eo ui pp
Ing , trr..inin[:, and ompLoymcnt. of f'or ccs opcrut Lng on l and, a t division LcveL
:md above, Lnc Lud i ng division corps, army, nnd gc:n u rr.~l r-c scr-ve troops, except
that t h e f'ormuLatLon of dcct.r incs J.n d pr-oc edur-es for t he or-g nnf.z.atd.on ,
oqui ppi ng: , tr,,,,-ining, a nd crip.Loymr.n t of : arinc Corps units for P.ffiphibious
ope r-rt ions sh ul.L be n function of tho llcpartncnt of the NE:V:/, ccor-d.in r.... ting
a s r equired by p<;..rngl' f',ph A 11 .£" Suction V.

10. To pr-ovi de s uppo r t , [L S d.irc ct.od by Lig hc r a ut.h o r-ltv , for t he follow
in7 act.Lv.i.t.L e s ,

a , Tho ."tdL1ini .3 t r .'"\ t i on r.nd op :~ rr tion of tho Pannma Ctn:11.

b. f1i vcr :" 11d h r.rbor pro,j ... c t s in t .hc Unit dd St:1t ,~ s , its t err.i..torius,
nd possessions,

c. Ccrtrin ot t er civil c tiv tiu 3 pr us cr i bed by l aw.

B. Collc,tercl Functions. TIlu f'or-c c s devcl.op. d and trr.incd to perform t:JC
pr.imar-y functions set forth r.bovc shr-Ll, be cmpl.oycd to support and s uppl c
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Dent the ot.h cr ServicE:;s in c .:.,rr~'ing out t ht i r pr-imar-y functions, whore and
whenever such pr.r-t.Lc Lpat.Lon '!; ll r csult in Lncr- ea s cd ef' f c ct.i.vene ss n d will
cont r-Lbut« to the acc ompl.Lshment of the ov er all nilitc.ry objectives . The
J oir.J.t Chiefs of st<:.ff 'nenber .o f the Ser v.i.cc hav.ing pr-Imary r-csponsfbj.Ll ty
f or function shall be the cgLn t of the Joint Chiefs of SL:,.f f t o pr-esen t,
t o th .t body the rcquir cncnt s for and plr.ns f or tho orapl.oymcnt of al.L f'or-c e s
t o crcr ry oOu t 't : c function . Fe shal l f',l so be r-c spons Lb'Ie for pre s enti.ng t o
t r ", J oint Chi e f s of SU~ff f or f'LnaL dec.i.si.on any di sagr-c cmcnt. vr i. t.h i,n th o
f'Lc.Ld of his prll:l'-ry r .::sponsibility which hc s not be en r esolved . Thi s sh .-LI
not be construe d t o prevent nny n enber of th e Joint Chief s of. s tu f f from
prc s ent m g un i.Lnt. cr- r Ll.y .iny iSSUE: of dd s ag r e emcrrt wi tl: anot.hc r Se r-v .i.ce ,
Cc r t: in spe cific coLl.e.t e r-aL functions of the Ar ny :;:r8 listed b e.L ow:

1 . To int \:: rdict en emy sea and a i r pow<.;r ..nd ccnnumcut i ons t.hr-oug h
oper-. tions on or f r on Lerid ,

2 . To provide f'or cc s ,'m d cqui.pmcnt for ,~nd to conduct controlli:d mlno
field ore r~tion s .

8-

•

-

'
~ ,~·. 

-


,~ 
" '
 

' ~
 

· 

-




· .

1 •

;rithin the Depar-tment. of the Nel'vy , ns si gne d forces Inc.Lud c the'
en t.Lr e topc r-a t i ng forcos of the United 3tntcs :T vy , including nava'l, av i.a
tion, and tho Unitod st r:tcs HIJ.I'inc Corps. 'I'hesc f'o r-co s [:1' 1;; orwmizod,' .'
trf'.ined, rmd equipped . pr-i.mardIy for pr-ompt an d sus t ",in8d combr.t opcrat i.ons
o:.t S8 r:.nd for p.i I' and Land oper-at.i ons incid l;nt t he r-c to , Of the t.h r ec
m:jQr Services, the Navy has pr-Imnry i nt erest in .:l11 opera t d.on s r'.t s ea,
ex ce pt in thos e: op crr..tions ot.he rwi.s c a sai.gn c d he rcLn ,

A. Prir.lnry.Functions

1. To orgr..nize, tI'n.in, ::.end equip NDVy and Ho.. r i nr;.; For-c e s for t.h e
con duc t of pr-ompt and sus t.rrine d conba t opcrrrt i one c t se~, including
operntions of sen-b~scd ni r c r nf t 2nd their lo..nd-b~sed n~v~l 2i r ca~poncnts.

Sp,-, c ifi c p.lly :

n. . . To sc uk out and dcst.r-oy enemy naval, forc es and to suppr-ess
enemy sup. conne rca.

b. To grri.n and m i.nt.a.iri g <.. no r0.1 S (; suprens.cy ,

c. To control Vlk,l s e a. re('., s:=;nd to pro teet v i.t a; S8 e. line s
of c~~Junicntion.

d. To e s t a bl i sh an d na i.nt.rd.n Locn.l superiority (including a d.r )
in an r0a of nnv21 opcr~tion 3 .

e . To s c i.z e <end d cf'end advan c ed navel, b2.3(;S i.1J1d to ccn duc t such
l C'.nd-ope r ntdon s as may be es s en tdiL to the prosecution of a naval.
cunpa.i.gn ,

2. To conduct cd r opcr-a tdons as nUC CSSf'.ry for t ee a ccompLi.shment,
of ob je.ct ives in a naveL c nnpai.gn ,

3. To or-gan iz e and equi p , Ln coordination vii t.l: the ot.h c r Sor v i ces ,
and to provide I~i'.v-3.1 forc es, including Navr.L cLo sc ai r support forces,
for the conduct of joint (l1:1pLi bious opcr-at i ons , end to be r esponsible
for the artph Lbi.ous t r e in ing of til l r'or-c e s as .1. s s ).gn6d for joint amphi bi ou s
opcr-rt i ons in n ccor danc c with t.he policies e.nd dcc t.r-i nc s of the: <Toint
Chiefs of ,str:.ff.

4. To develop, in coorrtirmt.Lon with t.h e oth er 30rviccs, t.h ., doc
t.r-mc s , proccdurc s , .ind e ou.ipmont of nave.L f'or ce s for amph.i.bi.ous opcrx ,
t.ions , ::c nG t.ho doctrines and pr'oc c dur e s for joint anphi.bLous opcr-ot.Lons ,

5. To furnish a de qua t e , timt;ly, nnd rt.li[-1 bl<. intelligence fo r the
:-'JaVJ' and j. ~.:'. rin,; Corps.

6. To be r'c s pon s i.bl.o . for n rivr.L re connai. s aancc , a n t.Ls ubma r i no "J.? r
f'ar- e, t.ho pr-ot. e ct.i.on of s hi ppi n g , .md for nine 1 'ly ing , including t.he ni l'
aspe ct s t.he rl. of •

7 . To provide nil' tr::." sport es s entLr-L f or n .vval. operations.

8 . To provide s \J 2.-b s ed e i.r dc fensc .md t he ser--bes cd r:w::'.ns for
coord.lnrrt.ing control f or defens e f.Lg .'d n s t :J.ir ,.....t t.ack, coordinating with
th e ot hlir Services in n o. t t!,;l'S of j oint conc ern.

9. To provide n-iva'l (including n::vd r:.ir) forces .5 r\.- cuir l~d for
t.he duf' en sc of the Unitud St3.t E:S e.g ,!'.i n s t 'li r ;:,t t l,ck , in ac cor-d ance with
joint doctrine:s nd procedures pprovGd by the Joi4t Chiefs of 3t~ff.
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10 . To furnish ;:.Gr ii.! l pho t.og r ....iphy ::s ncccaaar;r fox nr.va'L a nd V;l r i nu
Co r ps operations .

11. To maf.nt.nin the Uni ted 8t;>.te s La r-i.n c Corps, wh.i.ch s i.e Ll, Lnc Lud e
L ind combat a n d sorvice for-c es and such av iat ion a s !C12 y be or gr'.ni c therein .
I t s specific functions e re :

:1. . To provid e Fleet : fc.. rim For ce s of combi ncd a r ns , t c gc t hor
wi t h supporting pi r cODponants, for se r vi ce ~ith th f leo t in t he
s eizure or def'cnse o f ::! dvr:n co d navaJ, base s ;'tnd for th o conduct of
such L and operations A.S !.1."-y be easen t i.a L t o t.h e pros ecution of s:
n .ival, c.inpru.gu , Thc.s« f'unc t.Lon s do not cont. crnpLat. c t he cr-e at i.on of
a se cond Land J. r Y.lY.

b . To pr-ovLd « det achmen ts :..nd org:-n i z .:ltions for se rv i.cc on
ar Dt>d ve sa el.s of the Navy , a nd securi t~, de t .".crJ:wnts f or th e; pro t e c
tion of n nvaL property i:~t nc val, st. atd on s [o nd base s .

c . To dev el op, in co ordinntion with the- Arrny , Lh r ~l ['.vy, an d
t he u r Force, the t1.ctics, t.cchn i.oue , -:'.nd eq ui. jmorrt en p 'Loye d by
12nding forc s in Y.lphibio u s ope rat ion s . Ths j rin c Corps sh~ll

have pr-imary i nt l-r (;st i.n t. re devc Lopnerrt of t hose La nd'i.ng f'orcc
t r.c td.cc , t.c chn i quc , rnd c oui. pueut wl.Lch cere.- o f COOI:J.on Lntcr-es t t o
t he ltrn3 :.nd t.h-. Ha r i ne Corps •

.£ . To tr:d.n a nd oqui.p , ? S r equired , . 'ilr i n c; Forccc f or a i r bo r ne
o c r-at.Lon s , in coordination wl t.h t.ho i'.r n y , the Navy , .nd the Ai r
i"or co i n a cco r-dance wi th policies a nd doc t r lne s o f' vt.he .Jo'irrt Chie f s
of 3t : .f' f",

e . To dcvcL op , in coordinati on wi t h th e Ar l'ly , t.he Nr.vy , and
t he Ai r For-ce , doctrines, pr-oc cduros , .md oqui pmerrt of interost to
t he J·h r :i.n o Corp s for ai.rborn r. ope r ations ;>!lC1 not p rovi de d f or in
Section IV, p~rngr2ph A 8 .

12 . ';'0 provid e forces, C'.0 directed by propor a ut hor i ty for the
cs t.abki.shncrrt of mi.Li.t.ar-y g ovc r nncnt. , pe nd i ng t.rr.ns f'er of tl .is r e sponsi
bility to ot.he r z.ut.r.o r-i ty ,

D. Coll.:'.tl:r'll Functions . 'Ihe force s dcve Lopcd ren d tr;cim.d to pc r-f'orm
t.hc prin.:. r~..- fun ctions set fo r t h a bo ve skll be emp.l.oyo d t o s uppo r t and
suppLemcrrt t.h c othc r 3 €rv icGs in cr~rr:!ing out t heir pr i.n r.ry f'un ct.Ion s ,
v1hcr,; and whc ncv vr suer p'Ttj.cir .::t:i..on Hi l l result in Lnc r-ea s cd c f'f'c c t.Lvc
ness ::>.nd vriLl. contribute t o the a ccompl i shne rrt of the: ov e r-c.Ll. rriLi t.cr-y
ob j e c t.ivc s • . The .Io i rrt Ch.ief's of -3t :.:ff n.:nb\.- t o f t.he .Se r vi.ce h~lvin!; pri
[1[,r.y r-e spons i.bj.L i t y f or a functi cn shaLl, be t hc [,ge nt o f t.hc J o int Chi e f's
o f :3te.ff t o pr-os orrt t o that. body t he r-cquirc m.n t s for an d p,lans f or t he
cnp.Loymerrt o f <:: 11 fo r ces t o cr.r-r-v ou t the function . He 3ho.11 al.so be
r cs pons ib.Lc f or prcscn t.Lng t o th~ .Joirrt Chie f s of ·st.:lff f or rind dec i.ai.on
any dis :lgr : "P.lcnt . ithin t h!; field of hi c. pr-Lnarv r-cspons i.bi.Li.t.y wh i ch has
not been r-c so Lved , 'Ih.i s she.LL not be con s t.rucd t o prevent ::n y ncmbc r
of the .Joi.nt C11 1" f 5 o f St .1f f f'r-on pr e s cntirig uni.Lat.e.rr LLv anv Ls su.. of
di s :.'.g r(;(jr.li.mt vlith ..n ot.hcr' S ~~ rvicc . Curt::..in specific c olL~:t c~,;).l function s
of the !' ~avy .md ; f.':ir::!.n", Co r ps a re Li.s t e c1 bel 0\'1 :

1 . To Lnt. crdi.c t ene my Land and ~L i r pov c r and cornmunLcat.L on s through
opcr~tion t S t .

2 . To conduct cLos .. ['. i r suppor-t f or 1 .:1.l1d opc r-ut.i.on s ,

3 . To furnish ,"E.: r ial phot og r-aphy f or ca r- t.og r-aph i c purpos us .

4 . To be pr(lp;:~r~d t o p;~rticip.: .t () in the ovc r ;:l l <:: i r •.;f fo r t <:'.s
diructcd by the .Joint Chie f s of .St ::1.f f .
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, .
The United st.:'.t(.s Air F01~ce includes e.i r corno r.t and se r-vi.ca T o rcc s ,

It is or'gcni.z cd , trained, nd c q ui.ppc d prir.l!,ril;r for prompt ,.nd sust.aanc d
combat, ope r at. Loris in t .hc ai.r . Of t hc t hr(;;.. rr j or .se r vi ce s , ' the Ai r For-ce
has priI:li" .r~ Lnt c.r-e s t in r. Ll, ope r-r.t.Lons in t .ho 2.i r, ,;x c"pt in t hos u op ... r a
t ions othcr~i~c ns sign~ d h~r in . .

e A. Prirw.r? Funct ions

1. To or-gnn .lze , train ond eq ui p Jd r ForCE:; forces for th e conduct of
pronpt and 's us t ".i n',:; d c omba t opor-r -t i.ons in tho o.i r . S;x.cifict.lly:

a . To be responsible for dcfansc o f th~ Unit 80 st~t cs g in 8t

,"'. i r ;:tthck in acc or-dance with th..; policies end pr-oc edur-es of the
Joint Chitfs of St o.f f .

b . To gD..in :'.nc n c.int a.in E;8nc) r L'.1 n.i r suprcna cy •

• c . 'Po de f'e a t. cncny r.i r f orces.

• d . To cont r ol vit ~l ir r0a. s •

<:; . To \....s t·i.bl ish l oc al r.Lr s upcr-i ot Lt.y ex cept a s ot.hervd.se :: s s i nG d

h,:;roin .

2 . To f ornulatu j oint doct.rInc s nd proc cduro s , in coordin.:::.tion nith
t he othcr .) (.rvicc s , for t hc dc f'cn sc of the Un Lt cd St[~t cs 2g ..'.inst £:i r
at tack , e nd to provid e tho Ai r Fo r-ce units, f'nc i.Ld.t.Lcs , r.n d c qu.i.pmcn t.
r quired t h&rcfor .

3 . To be r esponsible f or s t r ....tugi c ·.lir vl[,r f re .

4 . To organi ze r.nd ccui.p l\.ir For ce f'o r-ccs for joint nnph i.bf.ous e.nd
a i r bor ne op er-r.t.Lons , in coordination v;i t h t.h o o the r Services, and to pro

J vide for thr,ir tr.:'.ining in . cc ordnnc \.... lNi th policiGS "nd doc t.r-iri cs of t.hc
Joint Chi~fs of 3t~ff .

5. To furnish cLo se conbr.t i:'nd Log i.st.L ce.L "'.. i r s uppor t to t ho ': rny ,

t o LncLude ::i r lift , s uppo r t , end r ceuppl.y of a.ir-borne opcrat i ons , r.eri2.1
pho t ogr-aphy , t .-:ctic f>.l r cconnaf.s sanc c , ::-:nd i nt urdiction 0 f e ncny Lr.nd
povur 1.nd cormuni.cr.t.i.ono ,

6 . To pr-ov .i.dc :'.i r transport f'o r- the (.r: : c d For ce s ex cept ,<',s ot herwisc
r.s s i .znt.d .

. ...

) .

7 . To provi de Ai r For-co f orce s f or Lrnd bised ~ir dc f'c i s e , coord:i.
nr.t Lng wi th thL ot.hc I' Sl.r vico s in f. 'n. t t cr s of j oin t concern .

8 . To de velop , i n coor-di.n c t i.on wi tt, t h.;;: o t hc r S0,3 r vi c(.s , doctrines ,
pro ccdurcs , and cc ui.pnc ut f or c Lr- de f'ens c f'r orn Land n.r0~. s , Ln c.L udi.ng the
contin~nt2.1 Unitud St ~tc s .

9 . To provi.de :".n or0 '1.niz ltion c "'.p<hl, c, o f furnishing -0.dcr,u:lt u , tinuly ,
r.nd r elb.blu Lrrt c.l l i.gcnce f or t.h c l1.i r For ce ,

10 . 1'0 f ur nish ':::.8r i <'1 photography fo r c t.rt og r r- ph l.c pur posc s ,

11. To dcv cLop , in coor-dinat.Lon ni t!: tho ot he r Ser vi ces , t.actLc s ,
t.cchnique , and cqui.pncnt of i nt",r \.: st to th \;; cU r .;brC8 for t'lr.'lphibi c us
opc r a t.Lons en d not provided I'or in S",c t ion V, p::.r,.g r.:-.p : it 4 a nd par-agr-aph
A 11 c .

12 . To dev cLop , i n coordinntion wi t h the ot.h c r ::iervicl:s , doct r-incs ,
pr ocedures , an d equi.pnerrt crtp Loyud b3T .u r For ce f'o r-cc.s i n c:i r bor nc o}J<.l r .::
ti ano .
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B. Co)l .~::!,,:}_. x~cti..9_n s. T1I c f or c e s dcvr. I oped md tr.:.in<:;d to perf or m
t J.U pritP.r2" f un cti on s SGt for t h above. s haLl, be enpl.oy ed t o support a rid
supp.Lcnent. the o t he r Se r v i ces i n ci':rrying out t heir pri riar-y functions,
wherG nd whenever- s uch pr.r-t.Lc i.pat i on Hi ll r c s ul.t. i n Lncr-e r.s c d c f f e c t i v e-
ne s s a nd v:i l l cont. r-Lbut.e t o the a ccon pl.i.s bne rrt of t he ov cr -seLl, nilit ,-tr~T

ob jc c t.Lvus , Th E; Jo i nt Chi e f s of 3t.:: ff n cnbc r of t.hc S,-, rvi c hav ing pr i
f.JL:.r3T r e s ponsibi.li t y fo r t; function s ha l.L be t he c:.gent of t he J oint Cl.Lof's
of St r,f f t o pr-es cnt, t o t.hat b ody t he r-e qul rx.ncn t .s f or a nd plrms fo r the
cn pl.oynerrt o f ,-'.11 f or ces t o c C'.rry out tr:c f uncti on. I-1 e s hc.l.L r Ls o be
r-c spon s .i.bl.e f or prc s ent.Lng t o t.h e J oint Chie fs o f st <-.f f f or f'Lnal, de c i s i on
any d is' gr<.; ..JI10n t wi t h i n th0 fidd o f his pr i J:li'. I'J' r e s ponsibili t y vihi.ch has
not been r e s o.Ived , ':'h i s s ha.l.L not be c onst rucd t o pr-eve n t, t.n: ncnbe r of
t h e ,Joint Chi.cf' s of St £'.f f f'r-ori pr-es cnting un i.La t .cr-a.l.Ly any iSSU0 of d i s
c.gr c c.I1<.:mt l/li th n othc r Se r v i ce . C<:.rto.in specific col 1 \t 8r .11 functions
of t he Ai r For-ce. c.re list,,;d b cl. owr

1. To intcrdict en euy sea power through c.i r ope r a t ion s .

2 . To conduc t ant.t oubnar ine Ylr:rf; .rc and t o prot e ct s hi pp ing .

3 . To con du ct c....:ir ir,l rrin c.l.a y i ng ope r- nt i.ons ,
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=)l; c tion VTI..;. rclos s .:'.. r v of Terris ::,nd )c finiti ons. , .,..t . .

TI1 ,,: uSU0..1 and r.ccept .e d dofinitions nnd Lnt.cr-pr-et. r t d.ons of the {'ng:Li sh
Languc.g .. , ," s c ont.a .i.ncd in : b stG r IS Ecw I ntcrn,.tiOlv:l Dictiont,r' ' (Une..bri lls cd):,
:1.rc~.pplicr.b lt: t o this document. , 0XC0pt t.hat f or pur po ses of cl :'.ri ty and
t o ens ur-e t: connon und crat nndi.ng of its Lnt. ent , cGrt r..in i'Jord3 2.nd p\1 r.:'..se

ru d~ finud sp~cificRlly ns follows:

!~i r D~fcn:w Al l no..".Qurus des igne d t o nul.Ld f y or r educ e bh o 9f fi;; c tiv0
n3S8 of the! nt t .:l ck of hostile c. il~crt.ft or gui dod rri s s f.Les ",. f te r t.hoy ,':0 1' 0

irbo rn(; •

Ai r Su'ur i or i t y . Th:'.t degrc -.; of c[cp:lbility ( preponder-an ce in n oreLo
,<:nd' r.1:'.t 8ri~1 oTo~ air force oVE.. r ' ano thcr whi ch pc .rrni. ts the conciuct of

• o. i r ope r-at.Lon a by th e; f'o r rne r at c. gi ; en tine. r.nd pl r.co \'/i thout prohi biti ve
int t;rf",r cnc c by the opposing cd r forc e.

Air Supro!:t:-~cr Thr..t degr-e e o f a i r s upo r-i.o r-i t y whe rein the oppos i ng
'~ ir forc e is Lnc.ipabl.e of c f f oc t i v i: interfc.rcnc c::.

l\.r.1phi bious Opc r :\t ion. &'1 a t t .rck Lau nc hed f'ron t e 3C o. by navn.l, and
l anding for ce s cmbr. r-kcd in ships or crift i nv olving a L:.nd i ng on Q hos t i.Lc
8 ]-'01'(;. An r'.l"1phi bi ous opcr-at.Lon incl ude s I'i.naL pr-cpar-at d cn of th ", ob j c ctiV0
<'.rc , f or the Land mg a nd ope r-ct.Lons of n-vril , ai r nd g r-ound ulf)r.u:: nt s in ov er
vctc; r novencnt a, a s s au.Lt , !".nd mut.uaL support. An amphi. b .ious o p<;; r ':'.t i on n:1Y
pre ced e t: 1?rgc-sc 2.1(; l and opc r nt.Lon in whi ch ca so it be con es t.he <-,.Mphibious
ph o.sc of c. joint rn r:h i bi ous ope r ct.L on , Aft 0:: l' t l, ,,- t r oops arc Lr.nded and
firm )' e s t.ab.li.shcd r,shorE:: t.ho opcrr.t.i.on be come s f.'. Lr.nd opcrit.Lon ,

..

'.

•

nt i s ub.0 r in0 Opt:ro.tic:ns Opc r-at i.ons contribut ing to t h o conduct of
a nt.Lsubnar-Lne v!nr f :crc •

Ln t i s ubr.1-". r i ne: hrfr re Op0r:o.t ion s co nduct cd cg r.Ln s t s ubnar-i.ne s , their
supporting f'or:c8S~"nd opc r-at .i.ng bnse s ,

BQs", :~ Locr.Li t.y fran '.'Ihi cb operat ion s ,".r e pr-o j cc t.e d or supp or-t-ed •
LlY bo pr:~ccd':; d by descript i ve wor-d such a s "a.i.r-" or "subncr-i n u'' , whi ch

.ind'i cat.e s pr.irar.ry purpose ,

Close ,;,ir ,'3uI)por t Th 0 r,t L '.. ck by :li r cr :lf t of hostile gr ound or nr.vaL
t r..r gcts vrh.i. ch a r'c s o cLos c t o f'r Lnc d.Iy fo r ces a s t o r ecui r e d <.:te.i lcd inte
,3:r ::t i on of ~nch ".i r rri.s s i on '..ii t h the fir e 2.nd no verncnt of thos e f'or-ce s , :

Function s rresponsi bil i ti -:.: s, i:li s i ons r.nd t:~sks.

In coordin::l.tion '. ,ith In con sultution vr i.t h , Tl .Ls expression means
thr.. t ngcn c.ie. s "coor'dl nnt.c d v/itL" shal.L v Ttici; (.t u : ctivcly ; th 6ir con
cur-ron co shall be s ought; and t .hat if con currenc e; is not obt.eine o, t h«
disputed tetter s h..-'.l l bo r-e f'er-r-e d to the next hd.gher 2.ut h or ity in wh i ch e.l l
p:orticipo.nts hr.vo Cl voic e .

J oint As use d in t his pape r-, r.nd gc ne r-oLl.y anong the Arnl:l d Fo rce s ,
connote s ctivitiGs J oper~tions, organi zat ion s , ut c . , in which clcn en t s
of 1':101'6 t.h r.n one Servic...: of th(j :.\To.tion r:l Hi l i t !'.r ,' Es t.a b.l.i shrncnt. par-t i.c Lpt t e.

l.:.i l i t;try A t ern used i n its bro~ch; st sen se meaning of or pert.adrrlng
to W[ \ r 0 :' t he 1'.ff r::. i rs of vm.r , "Jhe thc i Arny, l'I,''.v~r or .lli r For-cc ,

~T,:c v l C:' FP'[ ~,ipn An opc r r.t .Lon or c:. connected scr I us of opcr-a t.Lons
conducted cascnt i -i.Ll.y by nnv a.L f orce s including t:11 sur f ace sub-surf::cE:,
2i r , 2.!:tpt i bious , Clnd }h r i nc s , f or the pur po se o f gn.i n i ng , extcndin!i, or
r.1a int~ining control of tho sc~.

Opc r~:. tion A nilitn.ry i1 ct ion , or t he c 'rrying out o f 2 r:li l it:.1. ry
mssi Oll, strr_t \,;gic, t Clctic[l.l) survic,-" tr..-dning, or e.dn i ni s t r nt i v0 ; tho
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pr-occ S s of c ,-n~ryin [,: on conb r.t on Land , on sl:n, or in t:-'0 ;:; i r , including
riov cucn t , s upply , t:tto.ck, defense; nd maneuver-s ne udcd t o gai,n the
obj cct.Lve s of ny batt.Lc or carnp.:lign.'

';tr:~t t; gic Ai r ()P c r .t iof1 s :dr oper- ct.ion s co nt r i but i ng t o t he conduct
of strc'.t c[;ic ai r ,w :rfD.r <::

st r:~ i c ',t ! r Ai r cOfJb~t nd s uppo r t i ng oporqt ions design ed
t o effo ct , t h ro ugh t he systeD~tic 3ppl i cGt i on of f orce t o s elected s~ri<::s

of vit .l t::rge t s , the progr e ssi ve destruction r.nd disintc;grc,tion of the
en emy s v !'!.r-fl::'Jdng cr;p::.ci t;;,r t o 2. po i n t whe r-e he n o Longer' r-e t a 'irrs the c-<.b i l i ty
or t.he wi.Ll, t o Vf{'.g : lj/ ,J.r. Vit r.'.l t;crguts f'L". : LncLud c key ncnufr.c t.ur i.ng systGflS,
s ources of r ['.H f1.::. t (; :ciL l , criticnl u at.e r.i r.l , s t ock pf.Le s , povJ.:r systens ,
tr ''Dsport .tion syst. cn s , c orm urri.c c t Lons f ,~ciliti ; s, conc cn br-at.i.on s of unCOD-
n .it.t.c.d cLcn cnt.s of .... ncny a rmed f'o rccs , key c.gr i cul t urnl a rca s , :md other
s uch t nrgct systcns.

/S/ Janes For-r c at r.l
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