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July 25, 2017
The Honorable Chuck Grassley The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
Chair, Committee on the Judiciary Ranking Member, Committee on the
U.S. Senate Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510 224 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Feinstein:

In the six months since his inauguration, President Trump and senior officials in his administration
have regularly defied norms and broken protocols that previously operated to ensure the
impartiality and independence of federal law enforcement,’ including taking actions at times that
have concerned the Senate Judiciary Committee.”

Last week, as a result of your Committee’s scrutiny of nominees to serve as United States
Attorneys, another breach of traditional norms and practices that have previously insulated
Department of Justice prosecutors from political influence came to light. It has been reported that
Mr. Trump personally interviewed Jessie K. Liu in connection with her potential nomination to
serve as the U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia, a personal contact that no other current
nominees to serve as U.S. Attorney reported to your Committee.”

In light of the critical importance of ensuring that federal criminal law enforcement activities are
mmpartial and free from any appearance of political influence, traditionally the President has not
directly interviewed candidates to serve as U.S. Attorney. This historical practice symbolically
maintains the important separation between politics and federal prosecution decisions.

Mr. Trump’s personal intervention and interview in connection with Ms. Liu’s nomination not
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only breaks with this historical practice, but also raises particular concerns i light of the
jJurisdiction for which Ms. Liu has been nominated. The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of
Columbia 1s not only the largest federal prosecutor’s office, but its jurisdiction over the nation’s
capital means it handles many high-profile, politically sensitive cases' and extends to most potential
wrongdoing by federal officials during the Trump administration.

That Mr. Trump chose to break protocol in connection with the nominee to serve in this sensitive
office also raises concern in the context of Mr. Trump’s reported efforts to seek assurances of
loyalty from other federal law enforcement officials, including former FBI Director James Comey,’
and what might be viewed as a larger pattern of attempted interference by the Trump White
House with the investigative priorities of the Department of Justice.” The public is left with serious
questions of whether Mr. Trump appreciates the historical independence of the Department—a
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subject of serious concern for the Committee just a year ago,” and his meeting with Ms. Liu raises
significant questions regarding what assurances or guarantees Mr. Trump might have sought during
that conversation.

In light of this context, American Oversight, a nonpartisan organization dedicated to accountability
and ethics in government, calls upon the Senate Judiciary Committee to hold a public hearing—
before moving forward on Ms. Liu’s nomination—during which Ms. Liu can fully relate her
conversation with Mr. Trump and provide assurances that the president sought no untoward
commitments from her in connection with her potential nomination. In an open hearing, senators
should ask Ms. Liu to fully describe any and all interactions she has had with Mr. Trump
connection with her nomination, including any efforts by Mr. Trump or White House staft to
mfluence the mvestigative priorities or actions of the Office of the U.S. Attorney for the District of
Columbia. Indeed, given the president’s ongoing efforts to influence Department of Justice
mquiries, the itegrity of the U.S. Attorney’s Office requires Ms. Liu to recount her conversation
with Mr. Trump and reveal whether he attempted to solicit a commitment of personal loyalty, and
provide assurances that her nomination was not conditioned on any pledge either to initiate or not
to mitiate any particular investigation, as well as steps she will take to protect her office from
improper influence.

Sincerely,

L ANSEIRE S

Austin R. Evers
Executive Director
American Oversight

"Hanna Trudo, FBI Could Leak Clinton Email Investigation, Grassley Warns, POLITICO
(Apr. 22, 2016, 10:33 PM), http://www.politico.com/story/2016/04/hillary-chinton-emails-chuck-
grassley-fbi-leak-222345.




