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T. Bennett #271

On 9/5/17 at 02:14 hrs. | observed a gold vehicle with no lights on quickly driving eastbound on Maple Street,
the vehicle then entered the PD parking lot. The driver quickly exited his vehicle and began waiving his arms at
me. | asked the male if he was okay, and stated | noticed he didn't have his lights on. The driver, Tamir Bryant,
stated his girlfriend, Jaila Gladden, had been kidnapped. Bryant showed me text messages on his phone at the
same time that | notified Dispatch that | was at the PD with a walk-in (02:15 hrs.)

Bryant stated the last time he saw Gladden was around 23:30 hrs. when she told him she was going to the
store for some medicine. Gladden posted a Snapchat video walking around what appeared to be a large store
(possibly Kroger or Walmart, given the time of day she was there) two hours prior to this. Gladden is seen
wearing a fluorescent green NIKE shirt. Bryant showed me his text messages where Gladden shared her location
with him at exactly 02:00 hrs. He was asleep, but woke up to see the shared location on his phone. He asked
Gladden why she was in Atlanta, per her location. She replied "kid napped"”. Bryant told her to "stop playing" and
she responded "In god" (Bryant advises she meant On god, meaning she was being completely truthful). Bryant
stated at this point he immediately notified her roommates, who he was with, and they came to the police
department together. Gladden sent two one word texts in the time that Bryant was driving to the police
department saying "knife" and "scared". | instructed Gladden to find out if she knew anything about the car.
When she replied, she stated "mine". Bryant described her car as a green 2000 Honda Accord with a Carroll
County tag. At this point, | contacted Dispatch because we had received a call earlier in the shift that sounded
similar to this situation. 1 was unable to find this vehicle under the victim s name, but one of the roommates

supplied Reception with her own ID because she had gotten a ticket in Gladden s car. Gladden s vehicle was later
identified as a 1999 green Honda Accord bearing —

At 23:59 hrs. on 9/4/17, Dispatch gave out a call of suspicious activity where a witness stated a female was
approached by a black male, as she exited Kroger, who appeared to have something in his hand but they weren't
sure. The male and female got into a vehicle together, but the female was hesi et in the car. The green
sedan then left the area going Northbound. The caller provided a partial tag of | was backing up another
officer on a traffic stop in the Kroger parking lot when this call was given out. | did not see this interaction occur,
or any vehicles in the area as | pulled in. |, and other officers, checked the area but did not see the
aforementioned car. It was later determined that this was Gladden, based on Kroger s surveillance cameras.

Gladden was in fear for her life based on her text messages. More than once she stated she didn't want him to
kill her, and she was worried that if he saw police lights he would do it. Bryant was checking her location every
few minutes, and | was updating Dispatch so that they could update Atlanta PD. No calls were made to Gladden's
cellphone because Bryant feared for her safety. Gladden stated she did not know the man, just that he got her
outside of Kroger. She then began quickly texting that he was going to rob Kroger, might possibly put her in the
trunk and that he had said he was headed to Michigan. At this point Gladden s phone was showing at a corner of
Monroe Drive NE and Montgomery Ferry Drive NE. There is a Kroger (1700 Monroe Drive NE) at this location.
Gladden then stopped reading text messages, and stopped responding at this point. Contact was made with staff
at this Kroger, and confirmed that an APD officer was at the store but did not confirm seeing a green Honda
Accord. Inv. Sheffield #llll arrived at the PD and asked to speak to Bryant. | followed them upstairs to the
Interview Room, to keep updating other officers and Dispatch if there was any updates on Gladden s
whereabouts.

Approximately 1 hour passes since Gladden's last contact. | was assisting Sgt. B. Hitchcock Il while Bryant
was still in Interview Room #1. Several look outs were given to surrounding agencies, parents were notified,
Gladden s cell phone was pinged and her vehicle was in the process of being entered as stolen. Bryant burst out
of the interview room saying he has Gladden on FaceTime around 04:00 hrs. | spoke with Gladden briefly to
confirm she was okay. She stated that her car was "busted". | then asked her to hand her phone to the officers
that were out with her. | spoke with Ofc. Wadsworth #illiof APD Zone #2. Wadsworth advised that the unknown
male suspect fled the scene and they were actively looking for him. | could hear the officers give out a BOLO for a
black male with a beard wearing a black shirt, jeans and a "bucket emoji hat". Wadsworth called back later and
provided their case number 7/l and advised that the victim had been raped so she was being
transported to Grady Hospital. | shared this information with Inv. Sheffield as he was already on his way to
Atlanta. Wadsworth went on to say that they had located the vehicle "hiding behind a church". The vehicle then
takes off and appears to get confused about his location. During the chase, Gladden s vehicle strikes several
other vehicles and the male suspect fled on foot. APD officers then made contact with Gladden. Gladden had told
Wadsworth that the male just got out of jail and she did not know his name.

| escorted Bryant downstairs where he notified his friends, and then they all left the police department.



Ofc. Hernandez notified me that the suspect had been ambling around Kroger s parking lot for an extended
period of time prior to kidnapping Gladden. Because of this, | contacted Carroll County Jail to provide me with a
list of bearded black males who had been released in the last 24 hours who may have a black shirt and a emoji
bucket hat in their property. | thought it was possible he had walked from the jail to Kroger and was waiting for an
opportunity of some sort. The Jail provided me with only one black male released in the last 24 hours, named
“. He had a hat in his property, but no further description of it, and a short goatee-style beard. |
attempted to make contact with the book-in officer and the arresting officer with negative results. | was unable to
determine if Il could be the suspect. Ofc. Hernandez stated per the video, the male appears to be darker in
complexion than . His book in sheet is attached to this report, but i} was not entered as a suspect
based on the lack of connection.

At this time | turned the case over to Inv. Sheffield and Hitchcock for further investigation.
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