DUTA-DUCKU-DUSU

In Defence of Public-funded Higher Education

Teachers, students and karmacharis have come together to protest against the anti-education policies of
the Government. Ignoring the consistent demand for allocating at least 6% of the GDP on Education,
successive Governments have neglected and starved universities of infrastructure and permanent
appointments. Teachers have been denied promotions and pensions and contractualisation of non-
teaching employees has become the norm. This year, the Union Budget allocation to Education has been
reduced to less than 1% of the Gross National Income. Its share in the Budget spending has come down to
3.48%. The recent Government demand that the universities raise resources to meet at least 30% of the
additional expenditure due to pay revision will increase the cost of education and make it inaccessible to
most.

e 30:70 Funding Formula: Universities are now being asked to generate at least 30% of the additional
costs towards revised salaries for teachers and non-teaching staff. This money will be drawn out of
student fees. This means that average expenditure in fees of Rs. 50,000 for a 3 yr UG degree will go up
to several lakhs! This new funding formula, if implemented, will make higher education inaccessible to
most students, especially women students.

e Loans in place of Grants: The Government is asking all universities, including IITs and I[IMs, to take
loans from the Higher Education Funding Agency (HEFA), instead of giving grants as it used to, for any
additional infrastructure. While the budget allocation to the UGC has come down, the HEFA has been
given a huge allocation. Universities are being forced sign MOU'’s for this new business model under
which they will have to demonstrate a capacity for resource generation and repayment of the loan over
a fixed period of time. This will lead to commercialisation and place an unbearable financial burden on
students.

e Autonomous Colleges Scheme: The Government’s move
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e Graded Autonomy: Universities will be classified into different categories on the basis of their
rating/ranking under NAAC/NIRF, and pushed into different levels of self-financing and
commercialisation.

e No jobs: DU is already facing a huge crisis as 60% of its faculty are working on ad-hoc and guest basis.
Non-teaching posts have already been contractualised. Instead of filling up vacant posts as demanded
by teachers, reduction of posts and contractual appointments are being proposed by the Government.
This will drive out talent from the teaching profession, adversely affecting the quality of education.

e No Promotions: Teachers have been denied promotions for many years because of an irrational
promotion policy that imposed a bureaucratic and unacademic quantification of teachers’ work. There
is widespread demoralisation amongst teachers which has already resulted in experienced teachers
leaving public-funded educational institutions for private universities.

e VII Pay Revision: The latest MHRD notification on pay revision has refused to honour the principle of
parity of teachers with All India Services, thereby diverting talented students away from choosing
teaching as a career.

All these developments spell disaster for public-funded Higher Education. Eventually, students from
middle-class and economically marginalised families, especially female students, will be excluded from
Higher Education. Students, karmacharis and teachers need to unitedly fight to defend our rights. It's now
or never! Join the movement, participate in the forthcoming joint action-programmes.
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