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COMPLAINT
On information and belief, Plaintiff, Charlie Kessler, alleges as follows:
L NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. This action arises from Defendants’ misappropriation, unauthorized use and
exploitation of Plaintiff’s protected work, ideas, aﬁd concepts for an innovative short film
entitled Montauk, and feature film script entitled The Montauk Project (collectively referred to
herein as “Concepts”) resulting from Defendants’ unexcused breach of implied contract that
existed between Plaintiff and Defendants. '

2. Plaintiff met Defendants on or about April 21, 2014 while attending a premier
party at the Tribeca Films Festival. At this party, the script, ideas, story, and film referred to
herein were discussed and presented to the Defendants.

3. Plaintiff presented the Concepts to Defendants consistent with well-established
customs and practices of the entertainment industry and on the mutually understood condition
and bilateral expectation that Defendants would not disclose, use and/or exploit the Concepts
without Plaintiff’s permission and/or without compensating Plaintiff in the form of payments,
credit and other consideration to Plaintiff.

4. However, instead of compensating Plaintiff for his Concepts, Defendants
misappropriated, used, and exploited Plaintiff’s Concepts by producing the hit series Stranger
Things without Plaintiff’s permission and/or without compensation in the form of payments,
credit and other consideration to Plaintiff. Plaintiff did not discover Defendants use of his
script, ideas, story and film until the release of Stranger Things in July of 2016. Stranger
Things was initially sold as a show entitled The Montauk Project (the name of Plaintiff’s film)
and initially the show was repeatedly referred to as The Montauk Project, before its name was
changed to Stranger Things. Attached hereto as Exhibit “B” is a true and correct copy of
several articles revealing the initial name of the show. 4

5. Stranger Things is now in its second season on Netflix and has enriched
Defendants to the tune of millions of dollars.
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IL. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

6. On May 4,2011, a Ninth Circuit en banc panel published its decision, Montz v.
Pilgrim Films & Television, Inc., 649 F.3d 975 (9th Cir. 2011) and determined that neither
Plaintiffs’ claim for breach of implied contract nor their claim for breach of confidence were
preempted by the Copyright Act. Id. at 979-91. Accordingly, this Court has jurisdiction over
this case.

7. This Court has personal jurisdiction over each and every one of the Defendants,
and venue in this Court is proper in that Defendants reside and/or carry on business here, and
the wrongful acts of Defendant§, in large part, originated here.

III. THE PARTIES

8. Kessler is a writer, producer, and director. He is a citizen of the United States
and conducts business in Los A‘ngeles, California.

9. Matt Duffer is a writer, producer, and film director. He is a citizen of the United
States and conducts business in Los Angeles, California.

10.  Ross Duffer is a writer, producer, and film director. He is a citizen of the United
States and conducts business in Los Angeles, California.

11. [Intentionally left blank]

12. [Intentionally left blank]

13. [Intentionally left blank]

14. [Intentionally left blank]

15.  Plaintiff is ignorant of the true names and capacities of Defendants sued
hereunder as DOES 1 through 50 inclusive, and therefore sues these Defendants by such
fictitious names. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon alleges that each of the
fictitiously named Defendants is responsible in some manner for the occurrences herein
alleged, and that Plaintiff’s damages, which are herein alleged, were proximately caused by
their conduct. Plaintiff will amend this Complaint to allege the true names and capacities of
Defendants DOES 1 through 50 when ascertained. These fictitiously named Defendants, and

each of them are, and at all times mentioned were, acting in concert with Defendants, and the
3
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parties DOES 1 through 50 inclusive are sued herein individually and joined as Defendants in
this action. Hereinafter Defendant Matt Duffer, and Ross Duffer, and Does 1 through 50 will
be collectively referred to as “Defendants.”

16.  Defendants at all times herein mentioned were agents, employees and/or alter
egos of one another as co-defendants. In doing things hereinafter alleged, Defendants were
acting within the course and scope of such agency, employment and/or alter ego capacity with
the permission and consent of the co-defendants. The allegations of this Complaint are stated
on information and belief and are likely to have further evidentiary support after a reasonable
opportunity for further investigation and/or discovery.

17. At all material times hereto, Defendants, and each of them, were the alter ego of
each other, or were in a principal and agency relationship, and as such were acting with the
implied or ostensible authority of each other. On that basis, Plaintiff alleges that each of the
Defendants is the alter ego of each other Defendant in that each Defendant is but an
instrurhentality or conduit of one or more of the other Defendants in the pursuit of a single
business venture such that disregard of the separate nature of the Defendants’ corporate
organization, or other association, is necessary to prevent an injustice upon Plaintiff. In this
regard, Plaintiff is informed and believes, and based thereon alleges, that each of the
Defendants has common employees or agents, and at the time this matter arose, was operating
from the same business location, and using the financial resources of the other Defendants, and
each of the Defendants tends to benefit jointly from the transactions entered into by one or
more of the other Defendants.

IV. ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS

18.  When Plaintiff conceived the Concepts for the short film and feature film, the
written format had several variations. The short film Mo_ntauk was the basis, and meant to be a
teaser for the full-length feature film The Montauk Project.

19.  Montauk premiered in the Fall of 2012, and won an award at the Hamptons
Film Festival.

20.  Plaintiff registered the Concepts with the United States Copyright Office.
4
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Plaintiff registered the short film Montauk on October 1, 2010, Registration No.:
TXu001720831; and the feature film script for The Montauk Project (previously titled Camp
Hero) on February 18, 2013, Registration # PAu003663800.

21.  The Concepts included ideas and material relating to a new, innovative, and
exciting film, The Montauk Project, that included, but was not limited to the elements set forth
in Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein as fully set forth.

22. On or about, April 21, 2014, Plaintiff, his agents, managers, legal counsel,
and/or representatives, presented the Concepts to Defendants, their predecessors, agents,
employees and/or alter egos acting within the course and scope of such agency, employment
and/or alter ego capacity, and with the permission and consent of Defendants, and all of them.

23.  Onor about, April 21, 2014, Plaintiff, his agents, managers, legal counsel,
and/or representatives, presented the Concepts to at least Defendants’ following predecessors,
agents, employees and/or alter egos, all operating within the course and scope of their agency
on Defendants’ behalf.

24.  Plaintiff presented the Concepts to Defendants consistent with well-established
customs and practices of the entertainment industry and on the mutually understood condition
and bilateral expectation that Defendants would not disclose, use, and/or exploit the Concepts
without Plaintiff’s permission and/or without compensating Plaintiff in the form of payments,
credit and other consideration to the Plaintiff.

25. [Intentionally left blank]

26. [Intentionally left blank]

27. [Intentionally left blank]

. 28.  After the massive success of Stranger Things that is based on Plaintiff’s
Concepts that Plaintiff discussed with Defendants, Defendants have made huge sums of money
by producing the series based on Plaintiff’s Concepts without compensating or crediting
Plaintiff for his Concepts.
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V. FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION - BREACH OF IMPLIED CONTRACT
AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS

29.  Plaintiff incorporates herein by this reference and every allegation contained in
each paragraph above.

30.  On or about April 21, 2014, Plaintiff and Defendants formed an implied-in-fact
contract by their course of conduct.

31.  Plaintiff presented the Concepts to Defendants consistent with well-established
customs and practices of the entertainment industry and on the mutually understood condition
and bilateral expectation that Defendants would not disclose, use, and/or exploit the Concepts
without Plaintiff’s permission and/or without compensating Plaintiff in the form of payments,
credit and other consideration to the Plaintiff.

32.  Inlight of the well-established customs and practices of the entertainment
industry and on the mutually understood condition and bilateral expectation that Defendants
would not disclose, use and/or exploit the Concepts without Plaintiff’s permission and/or
without compensating Plaintiff in the form of payments, credit and other consideration to the
Plaintiff, Defendants’ actions and conduct implied and led Plaintiff to reasonably believe that
Defendants would not disclose, use, and/or exploit the Concepts without Plaintiff’s permission
and/or without compensating Plaintiff.

33.  Plaintiff performed all conditions, covenants and promises required on their part
to be performed in accordance with the terms and conditions of their contract with Defendants.

34.  Defendants breached the implied-in-fact contract by, among other actions,
misappropriating, using, and exploiting Plaintiff’s Concepts and by disclosing Plaintiff’s
Concepts, and producing the hit series Stranger Things, repackaged as Defendants’ own
project without Plaintiff’s permission and/or without compensating Plaintiff in the form of
payments, credit and other considerations to Plaintiff. Plaintiff did not discover Defendants’
breach until the show first aired in July of 2016.

35.  Defendants’ breaches of the implied-in-fact contract are ongoing, and unless

Defendants are enjoined by this Court, Defendants will continue to disclose, use and/or exploit
6
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the Concepts without Plaintiff’s permission and/or without compensating Plaintiff.

36.  Asadirect and proximate result of Defendants’ breaches described herein,
Plaintiff has suffered irreparable damages, including lost profits, and Plaintiff will continue to
suffer irreparable damages in amounts to be proven at trial.

37.  Plaintiff is entitled to a permanent injunction restraining Defendants and their
officers, agents and employees and all persons acting in concert with them, from engaging in
any further acts in violation of Plaintiffs’ rights.

38.  Defendants’ conduct was malicious, fraudulent, oppressive, and intended to
injure Plaintiff. Consequently, Plaintiff is entitled to punitive damages.

VI. PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the judgment against Defendants, and each of them
as follows:

1. For injunction(s) ordering Defendants to stop using Plaintiffs’ concepts;

2. For an order that Defendants destroy all materials of every nature and kind in

their possession, custody or control that are based on Plaintiffs’ Concepts;

3. For restitution in the amount of the benefit to Defendants;
4. For general damages sustained by Plaintiffs;

5. For special damages sustained by Plaintiffs;

6. For lost profits sustained by Plaintiffs;

7. For Defendants’ profits;

8. For an accounting;

9. punitive damages;

10. For Plaintiffs’ costs;

11.  For prejudgment interest; and

12. For such other and further relief as the Court may déem just and proper.
111
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Plaintiff hereby demands a jury trial for all issues in this lawsuit.

DATED: April 2, 2018

VII. DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

THE KERNAN LAW FIRM

S —

S. Michael Kerhah v
Attorneys for Plaintiff
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EXHIBIT A

A science fiction story in set in the town of Montauk, New York, the location of various
urban legends, and paranormal and conspiracy theories.

A primary location for the conspiracy theories is an abandoned military base called Camp
Hero.

In the middle of the night, a young boy, Michael, wakes up in a trance like state, and is
coerced by an unknown force to leave his home, holding his plush toy dragon.

Michael walks to Camp Hero and stops at lifeless radar tower on the base. The tower has
been inactive for years, but there is a pulsating, rumbling sound coming from it. The
radar tower suddenly lights up, the sky swirls with clouds, blue lights flash, and the boy
disappears in to thin air.

A cop with a haunted past, Steve, vows to find Michael

In his quest to find Michael, Steve encounters resistance from the government, who
refuse to allow the local police to search on the base for Michael. The government’s
excuse is that there is old military equipment still on the base.

Meanwhile, there is a “shady” government ran project with a laboratory conducting
secret experiments on children at Camp Hero.

This project is called “The Montauk Project.”

Rumors of the project include: experiments aimed to create psychic weapons, and portals
to an alien world; children with enhanced thoughts and abilities; a tool called “The
Montauk Chair,” which was rumored to harness and enhance people’s thoughts and

abilities, and; a monster being created.
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The Montauk chair is metal, and resembles an electrical chair. A clear metallic helmet is
placed on the children when it is used.

The Montauk Project is rumored to have originated from the “Philadelphia Project,”
another government mission with numerous conspiracy theories, including: invisibility
and mind control.

Steve goes to Camp Hero, with two other men (Nick and Judd) who are not cops, to
search for Michael.

While entering the park adjacent to Camp Hero a figure suddenly darts in front of their
car, and Nick swerves to miss it, crashing in to the woods.

Later, while in the woods near the base the three men see Michael. When Steve tries to
approach Michael, the wind picks up and Steve is thrown off his feet. It appears that
Michael controlled the wind.

Steve chases after Michael down one of the Camp Hero State Park trails. Nick and Judd
continue down another trail.

Nick and Judd encounter a young girl and her father who appear to be from the 1970s. It
gives both men an eerie feeling.

Steve meets Anne while walking through tﬁe woods; she is producing a segment on urban '
legends. Anne has been separated from the rest of her production crew.

Nick and Judd find a mooring on the beach, and remove the top to discover a shaft with a
ladder that appears to go deep underground. Judd points the video camera down the shaft.
It appears that there is an entire subterranean tunnel system down there. A figure in

military dress is walking through the hallway.
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Steve and Anne walk to the radar tower, which begins to light up as it did when Michael
disappeared. Steve falls to the ground screaming in agony. Steve also has nosebleeds as a
result of the paranormal experience and pain.

Steve, Anne, Judd, and Nick discover a bloody handprint. They follow a blood trail to
discover a bloody arm, and then a half eaten body. The body is a member of Anne’s
production crew, and his video camera is beside him.

Steve, Anne, Judd, and Nick are unable to use their cell phones to call for help.
Something is interfering with their phones’ reception.

The video footage reveals the crew being chased by something. The crewmembers are
attacked, and a green claw enters the frame.

When Michael is upset hé can control the weather, change the environment, and cause
inanimate objects to move, including uprooting entire trees.

A portal is opened above Camp Hero, disrupting the space-time continuum.

A monster is created, and running wild, while the government agency tries to cover it up
before the monster’s existence is widely known. The monster’s is created by Michael’s
thoughts as a result of the experiments he is forced to go through. It resembles Michael’s

favorite toy, the plush dragon.
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HOME NEWS VIDEOS POTIONS PARANORMAL UNDERGROUND GAMES AUDIO STORE Q

Stranger Things Is Based On A Conspiracy Theory, The Real
Story Of The Montauk Project

NOVEMBER 11, 2017 6:00 AM - TELEVISION * STRANGER THINGS + UNDERGROUND 433 ™0
It turns out that the Netflix hit series, Stranger Things is based on a real life secret US government project, codenamed "Montauk”.
Conspiracy theorists believe scientists working on the project conducted mind control experiments.
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- u:f.]n a ten minute video posted on Facebook, Thrillist have shown the striking similarities between Stranger Things and secret government project
jﬁf’v;\/vhich was conducted between 1971-1983, deep beneath the surface in Montauk, New York.

oy

<7¥?
’ The video features clips of Christopher Garetano's 2015 film ‘The Montauk Chronicles'. Garetano spent ten years researching the mysterious
Montauk Project, which is not only the subject of his docudrama, but also seems to be the inspiration behind the hit Netflix web series.

In Stranger Things a secretive government project, under the guise of the Department Of Energy, is conducting experiments on children with
psyonich abilities, at their secure facility known as the Hawkins National Laboratory.

The real life version of the lab was at Camp Hero State Park and was formerly known by the name Montauk Air Force Station. Now derelict, its
located on the eastern end of the South Shore of Long Island.

https:/iwww.higgypop.com/news/stranger-things-montauk-project 177
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According to the filmmaker, the Air Force base had the most powerful radar dish in the world, but conspiracy theorist believe that this huge
transmitter was used as part of a dark project which experimented with mind control on the general population.

What makes conspiracy theorist think there's more to this military base than a radar station? The rumours began to circulate in the early 1980,
two men who claimed to have been stationed on the base started to recover suppressed memories of their time there.

Preston Nichols and Al Bielek claim they were brainwashed after being discharged from the army and had their memories of the base removed.
According to their stories, Camp Hero hides a massive, subterranean laboratory.

It's in these underground labs that top secret experiments were rumoured to be conducted. Initially the mind altering technology was tested on
the locals, who reported experiencing strange dreams, head aches, and claimed that animals were behaving strangely.

Just like in Stranger Things, it's said that children played an important role in Montauk's experiments. They were often mistreated, pumped full
of hallucinogenic drugs, and their personalities were removed, making them a blank canvas ready to accept mental programming.

Al Bielek then worked with the children to enhance their psychic abilities and teach them skilis like remote viewing for the purpose of spying, and
even how to manipulate their surroundings using psychokinetic powers.

The experiments weren't just limited to the human mind, Preston Nichols, who has degrees in parapsychology, psychology, and electrical
englneerlng, claims that the base was also involved in experiments relating to time travel and teleportation. He also claimed that government
@searchers at Montauk had made contact with alien life and were using extraterrestrial technology in their tests.

O‘r)e such alien device was known as the "Montauk Chair" and was said to be able to manifest thought into physical reality. A powerful psychic,

like a real life version of Eleven, would sit in the chair and think of inanimate objects which they would try to conjure up into our reality.

foord

iy

trike in Stranger Things, there are claims that the real life experiments managed to summon a creature which caused havoc and ultimately shut

&Bwn the project. Montauk's version of the demogorgon was nicknamed “Junior".

The whole story of the Montauk Project is retold in Christopher Garetano's docudrama adaptation, which pre-dates Stranger Things and is
available to buy or rent online now. Check out the trailer below...

Watch The 'Montauk Chronicles' Official Trailer

https://iwww.higgypop.com/news/stranger-things-montauk-project
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MONTAUK CHRONICLES : RELEASE TRAILER

You can buy the film on DVD or Blu-Ray through the projects official website and Amazon, or you can watch it online by renting it here.
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Montauk Chronicles [Blu-ray]

The Montauk legends were told around crackling camp fires and
secret gatherings, for years, before they became popular around the
world. 'Montauk Chronicles' is the first motion picture to examine the
Camp Hero legends and the phenomena that surrounds them.

Some say, that between 1971 and 1983, deep beneath the Camp Hero
air force base, there were bizarre and brutal experiments conducted
by a clandestine organisation, from another world. Now, hear the
story from the very men who claim to have been there.

Movie maker Christopher P. Garetano examines the paranormal

legends, illustrates them as cinema as the alleged survivors tell their
harrowing tales.

BUYITNOW ®

Spotted all the 80s references in Stranger Things yet? Check out our Stranger Things Episode Guides, test your knowledge in our Stranger

Things 2 quiz and read our A to Z of Stranger Things 2.

https://www.higgypop.com/news/stranger-things-montauk-project
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'm Steve a digital content producer with 20 years experience creating videos, podcasts and website features for some of the biggest media

brands in the UK. I'm how responsible for my own online catalogue of quirky creations.

I'm probably best known for my YouTube channel, HiggypopUK where | make weekly potion videos which confuse, excite and entertain.
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tina donvito | OCTOBER 23. 2017

Gaten Matarazzo went from part-time pizza boy in New Jersey to full-time pop
culture sensation in the blink of an eye.

Gaten Matarazzo is no stranger to the spotlight. As a child (which
was not too long ago) the New Jersey native starred in Broadway’s
Les Misérables and Priscilla, Queen of the Desertbefore snagging the
role of Dustin in the hit Netflix series Stranger Things. The show, a
Spielberg-esque mix of childhood nostalgia, sci-fi and 80s throwback,
sees a ragtag group of kids nosing their way into government
conspiracies when their friend Will goes missing. It’s back for a

second season October 27.

What’s not commonly known is that the show was originally titled
Montauk and set on Long Island’s East End. Rumor has it that the
idea for the series was based on alleged government experiments
conducted there including telepathy, clairvoyance and time travel—
although the show’s creators, brothers Matt and Ross Duffer, haven’t

confirmed the conspiracy theory.

Matarazzo said he might have preferred shooting on Long Island but
logistics forced filming to take place in the warmer year-round locale
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of Atlanta, in turn changing ue setting of the story to Indiana. In any
case, the Duffer brothers brought Matarazzo’s charm and humor to
the lovable Dustin, along with his real-life condition of cleidocranial
dysplasia, which affects the development of the bones and teeth. The
15-year-old wrote this into his character, yet managed to keep his life

normal as the show became a sensation.

Related Content
The Mayor Star Dishes on New ABC Show

What was it like growing up as a child actor on Broadway?

I started when I was nine and spending so much time around adults
made me grow up pretty quickly. I have tried really hard to remain a
normal kid in spite of my very grown-up extracurricular job. One of
my favorite things to do at the Palace Theater [where Priscilla was
staged] was give my friends and family backstage tours and tell them
about the Palace ghost stories. That was a lot of fun. I would love to
return to Broadway in the future, there’s something magical about
performing on stage in front of people. Knowing that you don’t have
the safety net of being able to stop and start over if you make a
mistake is exhilarating!

How have you adjusted to fame after the first season of Stranger
Things was such a breakout hit?

It’s a big adjustment going from being an anonymous kid to being
very recognizable. I call fame the F word. It's not something I ever
wanted for myself but I think we all try to make the best of it. My life
at home is still pretty normal. I take out the garbage, play video

games with my brother and hang out with my cousins.

How does your character develop this season? Also, Will’s back

with the gang, will that change your dynamic?

In season two you’ll get to see a little bit of Dustin’s home life. Yowll
see his room, meet his mom, stuff that we didn’t see in the first
season. Now that Will is back, I think all the kids in the group are
trying to help him get over what happened to him in season one. It’s
obvious to us that he’s not the same kid he was before he went
missing. And we’re all sort of dealing with that.

How has cleidocranial dysplasia (CCD) impacted your life and

career?

I have a pretty mild case, the only things that were an issue were not
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losing my baby teeth on tizuc and having to deal with looking
younger than I am. I actually think having CCD helped me in my
career. I was small for my age, which helped me land roles in
theater. It was a pretty amazing thing that the Duffer Brothers wrote
my condition into the show. There were very few people who had
ever heard of cleidocranial dysplasia and my career has helped
bring it to the forefront and get people talking about it. It has also
helped us with raising awareness and starting CCD Smiles, a charity
that’s going to help educate, advance research and provide financial
assistance to kids who can’t afford the procedures necessary to give

them awesome smiles.

Tell us about your relationship with your cast mates.

It’s pretty close. I already knew Caleb McLaughlin and Sadie Sink,
who will be joining the cast in season two, because we were all
performing in Broadway shows at the same time. At the beginning of
season one when all of the kids met each other for the first time, we
clicked immediately. We get together as often as we can and when
we are together we have the best time! Even our siblings are part of
the family.

Speaking of family, yours owns Matarazzo’s, a pizzeria in Egg
Harbor City, New Jersey. Do you still work there?

Once in a while when my schedule permits. I like working in the ice
cream parlor and sometimes Pop will let me help him make pizza.
Almost every day people call the pizzeria asking if I am there or if I
will be coming in. There are people who drive from all over to come
and say hello. Sometimes they’ll send fan mail for me there or leave

little gifts for my Pop to give me. It’s always a nice surprise.

Did you know Stranger Things was originally called Montauk and
set on Long Island?

When I auditioned for Stranger Things the project was still called
Montauk.11oved the idea of possibly shooting on Long Island
because it’s pretty close to home in comparison to LA or Atlanta
where we eventually ended up. I think it would have been difficult to
shoot on Long Island in the winter, so my guess is that’s why we
ended up moving the production to Atlanta.

Last December, I attended a charity event at Oheka Castle and I was
so impressed by the beauty of the hotel and the grounds. I'd love to
go back and visit the beaches on Long Island.
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l Rocktopia to Bring Musical
Fusion to Broadway

Hybrid theater performances
incorporating rock and other musical
forms aren’t necessarily new on
Broadway. But Rocktopia, an
upcoming touring show ...

i What to Watch On Netflix
This October

October brings changing leaves,
pumpkin spice and, gladly, new
content on Netflix. As we all ease out
of summer and into ...

Read More
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This June

TAGS: broadway, netflix, tv

f Like 26 Y Tweet

What to Watch On Netflix

It’s not about quantity for Netflix this
June; it’s all about quality instead.
The need to soak up some sun
takes precedence ...

Read More
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Ep. #51 - What If Stranger Things
Really Happened? - Montauk Project

£ October 24,2017 / & The What If? Podcast / [ Uncategorized

—— ==

What If Stranger Things Really
Happened? - The Montauk Project

Part one of a special two-part series on the myths, legends, and true(?) stories that inspired
Stranger Things. We're focusing on The Montauk Project, an alleged secret government program
that carried out human experiments in an underground base on Long Island, NY between 1971
and 1983. Get ready for stories of time travel, dimensional portals, psychic spying, and
interdimensional bigfoot, and how they all tie into Netflix's hit show.

437

.

<30
2ard

ol
L8
e

S

http:/Avhatifpodcast.com/stranger-things-montauk-project/ 1/6



4/2/12018

What If Stranger Things Really Happened? - The **~-*auk Project

.

VP‘ODC/E\\S'T
)

SPEMCER WIRTH-DAVIS 6\’; RYAN KO",’PENUU

MENU

Ep. #51 - What If (RS
00:00:00 I

Stranger Things was sold under the waorking title Montauk, and before producers switched the

setting to a small town in Indiana, season one was going to take place at the eastern end of
Long Istand. The Duffer brothers based Stranger Things, at least partially, on “real” stories
(some more real than others).

MK Ultra is specifically referenced a couple times in the show, and it is implied that Eleven's
superpowers are the result of MK Ultra experiments. MK Ultra was a very real CIA program that
ran from 1953-1973. The military was seeking mind control substances, or a type of truth
serum to convince prisonersto reveal secrets during interrogations. Part two of this episode
focuses on MK Ultra.

This part focuses on the Montauk Project. The Montauk Project is never directly referenced in
Stranger Things, but the concept of kidnapping children for secret experiments, and of
manifesting monsters from another dimension that get loose and wreak havoc on an

unsuspecting town are almost certainly borrowed from Mantusk Project legends.

The Montauk Project (1971-1983)

Aliegedly, the United States government conducted a series of secret projects at Camp Hero
on Montauk, Long Island. Their purpose was to develop psychological warfare techniques and
exotic research realting to time travel.

Some of the strange activity spilled over into the town of Montauk as well. There were reports
of snow in the middle of August and hurricane force winds that came out of nowhere. People
reported thunderstorms, lightning, and hail under unusual circumstances. Montauk citizens
also told stories of animals coming into the town en masse and sometimes crashing through

the windows.

According to Preston Nichols, the U.S. government kidnapped more than 100,000 people,
mostly young men, for use in human experiments. There was also a portal that allowed one to
travel throughout space and time, a device that allowed psychics to physically manifest objects
from their minds, and an abundance of secret alien technology.

The Montauk Project stories come primarily from three men: Preston Nichols, Al Bilek, and
Stewart Swerdlow. Preston Nichols claims to have worked at Montauk. Al Bilek took a very
different route to Montauk. His story actually begins with the Philadelphia kxperiment. He and
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What If Stranger Things Really Happened? - The Mantauk Project

book, "Whether you read this as science fiction or nonfiction you are in for an amazing story”.
Either way, it's clear that the story influenced the Duffer Brothers when they wrote Stranger
Things.

Have an idea for an episode? Share it with us here.

Liked it? Take a second to support The What If? Podcast on

Patreon!

ﬂ. BECOME A PATRON

Ep. #50 - What If There Are Artificial Moon Ep. #52 - What If Stranger Things Really
Structures? Happened? Pt. 2 - MK Ultra

Leave a Reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Comment

Name *

Email * Website
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CASE NUMBER

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM AND
STATEMENT OF LOCATION
(CERTIFICATE OF GROUNDS FOR ASSIGNMENT TO COURTHOUSE LOCATION)

This form is required pursuant to Local Rule 2.3 in all new civil case filings in the Los Angeles Superior Court.

AW N

. Step 1 : After completing the Civil Case Cover Sheet (Judicial Council form CM-010), find the exact case type in
Column A that corresponds to the case type indicated in the Civil Case Cover Sheet.

Step 2: In Column B, check the box for the type of action that best describes the nature of the case.

Step 3: In Column C, circle the number which explains the reason for the court filing location you have

chosen.

Applicable Reasons for Choosing Court Filing Location (Column C)

. Permissive filing in central district.

. Location where cause of action arose.

. Class actions must be filed in the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, Central District.

. Mandatory personal injury filing in North District.
. Location where performance required or defendant resides.

. Location of property or permanently garaged vehicle.

7. Location where petitioner resides.

8. Location wherein defendant/respondent functions wholly.

9. Location where one or more of the parties reside.

10. Location of Labor Commissioner Office.

11. Mandatory filing location (Hub Cases — unlawful detainer, limited
non-collection, limited collection, or personal injury).

A B C
Civil Case Cover Sheet Type of Action Applicable Reasons -
Category No. (Check only one) See Step 3 Above

Auto (22) O A7100 Motor Vehicle - Personal injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death 1,4, 11
e
2: 2 Uninsured Motorist (46) 0O A7110 Personal Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death — Uninsured Motorist | 1, 4, 11

O AB070 Asbestos Préperty Damage 1,1
Asbestos (04)

Ze O A7221 Asbestos - Personal Injury/Wrongful Death 1, 11
o O
g E Product Liability (24) O A7260 Product Liability (not asbestos or toxic/environmental) 1,4, 11
a®
-_— D
"’E" a O A7210 Medical Malpractice - Physicians & Surgeons 1.4, 11
= Medical Malpractice (45) 14 11
= 2 0O A7240 Other Professional Health Care Malpractice v
" (=)
2L
g 5 O A7250 Premises Liability (e.g., slip and fall) 14 11
& o Other Personal . I ‘ T
W& g Injury Property O A7230 Intentional Bodily Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death (e.g., 1.4 11
g S Damage Wrongful assault, vandalism, etc.) 1‘ 4' »

Death (23) O A7270 Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress 4 S

O A7220 Other Personal Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death 1.4, 11

LACIV 109 (Rev 2/16) CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM Local Rule 2.3 .
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Kessler v. Duffer et al.

CASE NUMBER

A B C Applicable
Civil Case Cover Sheet Type of Action Reasons - See Step 3
Category No. (Check only one) Above
Business Tort (07) O A6029 Other Commercial/Business Tort (not fraud/breach of contract) 1,2,3
E- h =4
o2 Civil Rights (08) O A6005 Civil Rights/Discrimination 1,2,3
g =
o § Defamation (13) 0O A6010 Defamation (slander/libel) 1,2,3
53
= =4 Fraud (16) 0O A6013 Fraud (no contract) 1,2,3
g S
o= ,
25 . ) 0O A8017 Legal Malpractice 1,23
¢ o Professional Negligence (25)
a- g 0O A6050 Other Professional Malpractice (not medical or legal) 1,2,3
S
Z 0O
Other (35) O A6025 Other Non-Personal Injury/Property Damage tort 1,2,3
= Wrongful Termination (36) O A6037 Wrongful Temination 1,2,3
[}
E
3 O A6024 Other Employment Complaint Case 1,23
a Other Employment (15)
“E_l O A6109 Labor Commissioner Appeals 10
O A6004 Breach of Rental/Lease Contract (not unlawful detainer or wrongful 25
eviction) !
Breach of Contract/ Warranty . . 25
(06) O A6008 ContractWarranty Breach -Seller Pilaintiff (no fraud/negligence) !
(notinsurance) O A6019 Negligent Breach of ContractWarranty {no fraud) t2.5
@ A6028 Other Breach of ContractWarranty (not fraud or negligence) 12,5
§ . A6002 Collections Case-Seller Plaintiff 5,6, 11
> Collections (09)
S O A6012 Other Promissory Note/Collections Case 5, 11
© O A6034 Collections Case-Purchased Debt (Charged Off Consumer Debt 5,6, 11
Purchased on or after January 1, 2014)
Insurance Coverage (18) O A6015 Insurance Coverage (not complex) 1,2,5,8
O A6009 Contractual Fraud 1,2,3,5
Other Contract (37) O A6031 Tortious Interference 1,2,3,5
O A6027 Other Contract Dispute(not breach/insurance/fraud/negligence) 1,2,3,8,9
Eminent Domain/Inverse . . .
Condemnation (14) O A7300 Eminent Domain/Condemnation Number of parcels 2,6
>
T
g Wrongful Eviction (33) O A6023 Wrongful Eviction Case 2,6
&
_,;‘,5 O A6018 Mortgage Foreclosure 2,6
_r_“‘z Other Real Property (26) 0O A6032 Quiet Title 2,6
ﬁ} O A6060 Other Real Property (not eminent domain, landlord/tenant, foreclosure) | 2, 6
o,
‘:.;;_ Unlawful Deta(?;a)r-Commermm 0O A6021 Unlawful Detainer-Commercial (not drugs or wrongful eviction) 6, 11
yoes @
=
S T ]
*3 Unlawful Det?:l;gr Residential O A6020 Unlawful Detainer-Residential (not drugs or wrongful eviction) 6, 11
a
32 Unlawful Detainer- )
O A6020F Unlawful Detainer-Post-Foreclosure 2,6, 11
E Post-Foreclosure (34)
:5 Unlawful Detainer-Drugs (38) | O A8022 Unlawful Detainer-Drugs 2,6, 11
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A B C Applicable
Civil Case Cover Sheet Type of Action Reasons - See Step 3
Category No. - (Check only one) Above
Asset Forfeiture (05) O A6108 Asset Forfeiture Case 2,3,6
z Petition re Arbitration (11) O A6115 Petition to Compel/Confirm/Vacate Arbitration 2,5
2
> ;
& O A6151 Writ - Administrative Mandamus 2,8
g Writ of Mandate (02) 0O A6152 Writ - Mandamus on Limited Court Case Matter 2
_g, O A6153 Writ - Other Limited Court Case Review 2
Other Judicial Review (39) 0O A6150 Other Writ /Judicial Review 2,8
c Antitrust/Trade Regulation (03) | O A6003 Antitrust/Trade Regulation 1,2,8
o
g Construction Defect (10) 0O A6007 Construction Defect 1,2,3
3 Claims '”"°('Z'(;‘)9 Mass Tort | 0 Ag006 Claims Involving Mass Tort 1,28
o.
g
o Securities Litigation (28) 0O AB035 Securities Litigation Case 1,2,8
2>
[ Toxic Tort . .
o
_% Environmental (30) O A6036 Toxic Tort/Environmental 1,2,3,8
>
(<4 Insurance Coverage Claims .
a from Complex Case (41) O A6014 !nsurance Coverage/Subrogation (complex case only) 1,2,5,8
O A6141 Sister State Judgment 2,511
s« 0O A6160 Abstract of Judgment 2,6
§ % Enforcement O AB6107 Confession of Judgment (non-domestic relations) 2,9
':‘5’ ] of Judgment (20) O A6140 Administrative Agency Award (not unpaid taxes) 2,8
3
:f-, ‘S 0O A6114 Petition/Certificate for Entry of Judgment on Unpaid Tax 2,8
O A6112 Other Enforcement of Judgment Case 2,8,9
RICO (27) O A6033 Racketeering (RICO) Case 1,2, 8
w 2
3 £
b %— O A6030 Declaratory Relief Only 1,2, 8
[ =4
% § Other Complaints O A6040 Injunctive Relief Only (not domestic/harassment) 2,8
@ = (Not Specified Above) (42) | 0 A6011 Other Commercial Complaint Case (non-tort/non-complex) 1,2,8
s 2
o 0O A6000 Other Civil Complaint (non-tort/non-complex) 1,2,8
Partnership Corporation .
Governance (21) O A6113 Partnership and Corporate Governance Case 2,8
L3
oy O A6121 Civil Harassment 2,3,9
3 g O A6123 Workplace Harassment 2,3,9
D =
T = O A6124 Elder/Dependent Adult Abuse Case 2,3,9
S B Other Petitions (Not pendent Adult Abu
‘fm _ Specified Above) (43) O A6190 Election Contest 2
e >
S 0 O A6110 Petition for Change of Name/Change of Gender 27
O A6170 Petition for Relief from Late Claim Law 238
O A6100 Other Civil Petition 2.9
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SHORT TITLE:

Kessler v. Duffer et al.

CASE NUMBER

Step 4: Statement of Reason and Address: Check the appropriate boxes for the numbers shown under Column C for the
type of action that you have selected. Enter the address which is the basis for the filing location, including zip code.
(No address required for class action cases).

REASON:

01«2 03.04.05.06.07.08.09.010.011.

ADDRESS: .
9663 §anta Monica Blvd., Suite 450

CITY:

Beverly Hills

CA

STATE:

ZIP CODE:

90210

Step 5: Certification of Assignment: | certify that this case is properly filed in the Central District of
the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles [Code Civ. Proc., §392 et seq., and Local Rule 2.3(a)(1)(E)].

Dated: 4/2118

= H L] —

(SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY/FILING PAF{TY)

PLEASE HAVE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS COMPLETED AND READY TO BE FILED IN ORDER TO PROPERLY

COMMENCE YOUR NEW COURT CASE:

1. Original Complaint or Petition.

If filing a Complaint, a completed Summons form for issuance by the Clerk.

2
3. Civil Case Cover Sheet, Judicial Council form CM-010.
4

Civil Case Cover Sheet Addendum and Statement of Location form, LACIV 109, LASC Approved 03-04 (Rev.

02/16).

o

Payment in full of the filing fee, unless there is court order for waiver, partial or scheduled payments.

6. Asigned order appointing the Guardian ad Litem, Judicial Council form CIV-010, if the plaintiff or petitioneris a
minor under 18 years of age will be required by Court in order to issue a summons.

7. Additional copies of documents to be conformed by the Clerk. Copies of the cover sheet and this addendum
must be served along with the summons and complaint, or other initiating pleading in the case.
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