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By Sarah Kleiner
CE N T ER FOR PU BL IC I N T EGR I T Y

WASHINGTON – The New 
York Attorney General’s office 
has joined Virginia officials in 
investigating a veterans orga-
nization that spends nearly all 
of the money it raises on tele-
marketing consultants and its 
own leader’s salary.

The nonprofit Center for 
American Homeless Veterans 
must give New York officials 
documents “relevant and ma-
terial to an investigation and 
inquiry, undertaken in the 
public interest, of CAHV’s so-
licitation of charitable contri-
butions,” according to docu-
ments obtained by the Center 
for Public Integrity.

Sarah Rutherford, a spokes-
woman for New York Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman, 

citing an ongoing investiga-
tion, declined comment.

The Center for American 
Homeless Veterans and two 
sister organizations run by the 
same man – retired Army Maj. 
Brian Arthur Hampton – to-
gether have raised millions of 
dollars from donors across the 
country, but very little of the 
money goes to veterans them-
selves, the Center for Public In-
tegrity reported in December.

Virginia Attorney Gener-
al Mark Herring’s office con-
firmed in February that it also 
is investigating the Center for 
American Homeless Veterans.

Hampton denies any 
wrongdoing. Federal Election 
Commission filings released 
this week show Hampton con-
tinues to pump thousands of 
dollars into his own pocket 
from the Put Vets First! Politi-

cal Action Committee, which 
he runs out of the same Falls 
Church, Va., office as the Cen-
ter for American Homeless 
Veterans and the Circle of 
Friends for American Veter-
ans.

Hampton paid himself 
$27,240 from his Put Vets 
First! Political Action Commit-
tee from Jan. 1 through March 
31, according to the FEC filing. 

Hampton rapidly increased 
Put Vets First! Political Action 
Committee payments to him-
self late last year, following a 
Center for Public Integrity in-
vestigation into his political 
and charitable operations. He 
paid himself $20,350 in De-
cember 2017 alone – more than 
three times his compensation 
in December 2016, according 
to disclosures filed with the 
Federal Election Commission. 

Schneiderman launches probes 
of Virginia-based veterans charity

By Jonathan Martin
N E W YOR K T I ME S

CASSELTON, N.D. – Here in the 
largest soybean-producing county 
in the country, a snowy winter has 
left North Dakota farmers like Rob-
ert Runck with time on their hands 
before spring planting – time they 
have spent stewing over how much 
they stand to lose if President Trump 
starts a trade war with China.

“If he doesn’t understand what he’s 
doing to the nation by doing what 
he’s doing, he’s going to be a one-term 
president, plain and simple,” said 
Runck, a fourth-generation farmer 
who voted for Trump. Pausing outside 
the post office in this town of 2,300, 
Runck said the repercussions could be 
more immediate for Rep. Kevin Cra-
mer, a Republican whose bid against 
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, a Democrat, has 
been complicated by the proposed tar-
iffs.

“If it doesn’t get resolved by elec-
tion time, I would imagine it would 
cost Kevin Cramer some votes,” he 
said.

Stern warnings are coming from 
all over the Midwestern states about 
the political peril for Republicans in 
Trump’s recent course of action, in 
which the tariffs he slapped on for-
eign competitors invited retaliatory 
tariffs on U.S. agriculture. Soybeans 
are the United States’ second largest 
export to China, and that country’s 
proposed 25 percent duties on the 
crop would hit hardest in states like 
Iowa, Kansas and Minnesota – where 
there are highly competitive House 
races – as well as Indiana, Missouri 
and North Dakota, whose Senate con-
tests may determine control of the 
chamber.

By proposing the tariffs, Trump 
has moved to fulfill a central prom-
ise of his campaign: confronting those 
countries he believes are undermin-
ing American industry. Yet his goal – 
to revive the steel and aluminum in-

dustries, thereby aiding the Rust Belt 
states that were crucial to his elec-
tion – has effectively prioritized one 
element of the Trump political coali-
tion over another, larger bloc of voters. 
That larger segment, the farm belt, is 
essential to Republican success in the 
midterm elections and beyond.

From the still-thawing soybean 
fields of North Dakota and Kansas to 
the corn and pork farms of Iowa, vot-
ers across the political spectrum say 
the president’s attacks on American 
economic rivals could do grave dam-
age to an already unstable commodi-
ties market.

“They’re not in touch with the re-
ality of the Midwest and the impact 
that the tariffs would have,” said 
Bart Bergquist, a biology professor 
and part-time farmer who lives on 
10 acres just south of Waterloo, Iowa. 
Bergquist, who voted for Trump in the 
2016 election, added that commodi-
ties prices had already taken a toll on 
the area.

“I know my neighbors are not roll-
ing in money – they’re trying to sup-
plement whatever else they can do to 
keep going,” he said.

In Kansas, Bob Henry, who grows 
corn and soybeans in another up-for-
grabs House district near the Nebras-
ka border, said the country could ill 
afford to tangle with a market that 
American farmers rely on.

“For the United States soybean 
grower, China is the 800-pound goril-
la in the room,” Henry said. He sug-
gested that Beijing is exacting politi-
cal payback against the Republican 
heartland: “China knows who got 
Trump elected.”

After an initial round of tariffs on 
a modest share of U.S. exports, the 
Chinese have displayed a more keen 
awareness of the electoral map and 
moved to punish those industries 
whose misfortune will be felt most in-
tensely in states and districts pivotal 
in 2018.

Karl Rove, the former strategist 

to President George W. Bush, said a 
trade clash “would limit Midwestern 
enthusiasm from our base and limit 
our ability to hold what we have and 
pick up more seats.” Rove also grum-
bled that Trump “has little to no un-
derstanding of the farm coalition.”

He may have a slightly better ap-
preciation after a meeting last week 
in the West Wing with a small group 
of farm belt Republican senators and 
governors, during which two of them 
brought up the adverse effect that tar-
iffs on exports could have in the mid-
term election, according to officials 
briefed on the conversation.

Trump used the session to direct 
a pair of his top economic advisers to 
reconsider whether the United States 
should join a free-trade pact with 
a group of Pacific nations. But just 
hours later, he signaled on Twitter 
that he was unlikely to reverse course 
on that agreement, the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership.

Instead, there are already whis-

pers, in Washington and in agri-
culture states, that the president is 
risking a replay of President Jimmy 
Carter’s grain embargo on the Sovi-
ets, which contributed to the massive 
losses Democrats suffered in 1980.

Indeed, after a year of seeing 
Trump only muse about pulling out 
of NAFTA and being stymied by Con-
gress in his attempt to slash the Ag-
riculture Department’s budget, there 
is now a sense in the farm belt that 
Trump’s yearning to punish China 
could inflict real economic and politi-
cal damage on his own political base.

“This is the first time it’s in your 
face, especially to us in the Midwest,” 
said Ed Schafer, a Republican former 
governor of North Dakota who was 
agriculture secretary under George 
W. Bush.

North Dakota is not simply an-
other red state where Democrats are 
bound for extinction. There is an en-
during populist streak here, dating 
back to its mistrust of distant bank-

ers and millers in Minneapolis, Chi-
cago and New York. To this day, the 
state retains a state-controlled bank 
and mill.

“We’re Republicans until it comes 
to subsidies for farmers,” said George 
Blank, only half-jokingly, as he sipped 
coffee with a half-dozen fellow retir-
ees at their daily breakfast-and-bull 
session in Casselton’s Country Kitch-
en.

And, Blank noted, “everything 
drives on ag in this state.”

Recalling his years running a con-
struction supply business in a state 
where 1 in 4 jobs is agriculture-relat-
ed, he said: “When the price of corn 
went down that impacted us greatly.”

Now, though, soybeans have be-
come the go-to commodity, said Van-
essa Kummer, who farms 4,000 acres 
with her husband and son near Col-
fax, N.D.

“It has become our cash crop and 
the most reliable crop to go to,” she 
said.

Midwest farmers 
warn of GOP losses 
over Trump’s policies

New York Times 

China’s proposed tariffs on soybeans – a retaliatory move against President Trump’s trade policies – would hit 
hard in Iowa, Kansas, Missouri – and here in Casselton and other parts of North Dakota.

SELLING OUT TO
THE BARE WALLS!

GREAT $500,000
STORE CLOSING SALE!

STORE CLOSED UNTIL FRIDAY TO MARK DOWN PRICES!

- THE REASON FOR THIS GREAT SALE -
After many years as one of the area’s premier home furnishings destination,
we have made the decision to CLOSE OUR STORE, located at 4203 N.
Buffalo Street in Orchard Park, and SELL OUT THE ENTIRE STOCK TO
THE BARE WALLS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE! At the conclusion of this
great sale, I will be concentrating on an in-home design service. This will let
me continue to serve my customer’s interior design needs. OUR STORE IS
NOW CLOSED TO MARK DOWN PRICES on entire stock of floor
samples, warehouse inventory and accessories. OVER $500,000 of home
furnishings by Comfort Design, Friendship, Best, Country Value
Amish, Four Seasons, Uttermost Accessories, Johnson Casual,
Bertanie, Area Rugs, Window Treatments and more will be sold at
LIQUIDATION SALE PRICES! NOTHING WILL BE HELD BACK! Prices
will be plainly marked on sale tags. We will open to the general public on
Friday, April 20th.

© Lynch Sales Company 2018Permit# N/A

4203 N. Bu�alo Street • Orchard Park, NY 14127

SPECIAL
SALE HOURS!

Friday 10-6 • Saturday 10-6
Sunday 12-5

Mon 10-6 • Tue 10-6

TERMS OF SALE
- ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE.

- NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES.
- CREDIT CARDS WELCOME.

- DELIVERY AVAILABLE.
- FINANCING AVAILABLE OAC

Excludes prior sales, back orders and other offers.
All advertised items subject to prior sale. All merchandise sold “as is.”

SAMPLE OF FANTASTIC SAVINGS!

SALE BEGINS FRIDAY AT 10 AM!

Sofa by Best
Wing Back Recliner by Freindship
Mirrored Console
Folding Screen
Slant Back Cupboard
Etagere
Corner TV Cabinet

MSRP $1,542
MSRP $1,719

MSRP $939
MSRP $593
MSRP $987
MSRP $337

MSRP $1,850

NOW $925.88
NOW $999.88
NOW $437.88
NOW $171.88
NOW $489.88

NOW $97.88
NOW $547.88

B
U

-1
40

89
92

B
U

-1
40

71
05

* 3.00% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit (HELOC) during the 12-month
introductory period. O�er is available for new applications submitted beginning February 20, 2018. Interest rate will
be �xed at 3.00% for 12 months. After the 12-month introductory period, the APR is variable and is based upon index
(Prime Rate as published in The Wall Street Journal) plus a margin and is subject to change as the Prime Rate changes.
After the introductory period, rate reduction of 0.25% applies if borrowermaintains autopay from a Lake Shore Savings
deposit account. The rate will not vary above 15% APR or below 4.00% APR. As of March 1, 2017, the HELOC rates have
ranged from 3.75% to 5.75% APR. Higher rates may apply due to increases in the Prime Rate or due to a lower credit
score. Lake Shore Savings will pay all closing costs on HELOCs between $7,500 and $300,000. HELOCs less than $7,500
require borrower to pay all closing costs. For HELOCs ranging from $300,000 to $453,100, the following is paid by the
borrower: appraisal amount above standard ($225), mortgage tax on amount above $300,000, and non-standard fees
for a HELOC such as attorney fees or title insurance. If you cancel the HELOC within three years, you must reimburse
us for certain fees. These fees will generally total between $660 and $4,500 (for a HELOC up to $453,100)
plus non-standard fees, as applicable. HELOC is subject to credit approval and program guidelines.
Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required.
Consult your tax advisor for details on the tax deductibility of interest. See an employee for more details.


