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April 14, 2003 5 Pages Delivered Via Facsimile 01 1-41.22.791-3111

Gro Harlem Brundtland, MD, MPH

Director General

‘World Health Organization

Avenue Appia 20

1211 Geneva 27

Swilzerland

Dear Dr. Brundtland:
Attached is a copy of a fetter signed by two U.S, Senators. This [etter speaks for itself,

We will exercise every avenue available to expose the dubious natare of the “Diet,
Nutrition and The Prevention of Chronic Diseases” Report, inclading asking
Congressional appropriators to challenge future funding of the U.S.’s $406 million
contributions (including both regular and voluntary fanding) to the WHO.
Taxpayers’ doliars sheuld not be used to support misguided, non-science-based
reports which do not add to the health and well being of Amerieans, much less the
rest of the world. If necessary, we will promote and encourage new laws which
require fature WHO funding to be provided only if the WHO organization accepts
that all reports must be supported by the preponderance of science; be subjected to
4 hroad external peer-review process; complete an economic analysis of what effect
ay such report will have on the 192 member countries; and be allowed full due
pracess including WHO Executive Board endorsement and World Health Assembly
approval, These same funding considerations also will be directed at FAO.

As mentioned before, we believe this report drafted by a select group of experts shouid
not become an official WHO or FAO Report, It does not encompass the preponderance
of seience as cited in previous correspondences on March 14 and April 7. It does not
include key studies which substantially refute the WHO Report findings.

The “Advance Final Draft Copy” has not undergone due process involving the Executive
Board endorsement, rouch less approval by the World Health Assembly. Also, there has
been no broad-based, external pesr-review process 1o substantiate the group of experts’
consensus interpretation. The Report’s credibility, 25 well as the integrity of WHO and
FAQ, are at siake,
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Unfounded and misleading recommendations of this nature can have profound jmpact on
hard working sugar growers and their families, particularly in developing cemnt.ﬂes that
are the primary audiences for WHO programs. Entire industries can be put at tisk as well
as local, national and international economies. Consider developing nations where sugar
industries play an even more critical role in economic development including
contributions to education, health and welfare, a clean water supply a8 well as electrical
energy and employment. RBefore the Advance Finai Draft Copy becomes an official
WHO/BAD Report, an economic analysis must be completed, taking into consideration
the hardship it will impose on all member countries.

We reiterate our requests previously made in letters to you including: 1) bave the report
removed immediately from the WHO and FAO websites; 2) contact FAO Director-
General Dr, Jacques Diouf and request that the planned roll-out on April 23in

Rome be cancelled; and 3) request that any further “draft reports” nat be released
or publicized until a complete review of the underlying science has taken place by a
broad-based, external peer group; an ecoRCmic analysis has been completed; and

the WHO Exeeutive Board endorsement with World Health Assembly approval has
oceurred,

Finally, I would respectfully request that we be allowed reasonable time on the
agenda for the May 29-30 Executive Board meeting in Geneva to personally clarify
our position and reiterate our poinis made above. Your consideration of this
request is appreciated.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Ao Az

Andrew C. Briscoe 1l
President and CEQ

ce: The World Health Organization Executive Board
Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director General, Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN,
Jong Wook Lee , South Korea, Director General Elect, World Health Organization
World Health Organization Regional Office for the Americas, Washington, DC
John D. Negropoate, United States Ambassador to the United Nations
Riaz Khan, PhD, Director General, The World Sugar Research Organization, Ltd.
Grahat Somerville, Comité Furopéen des Tabricants de Sucre (CEFS)

Atiachment: March 28, 2003 Letter from Senators Craig ang Breaux
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Hnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Masch 28, 2003

The Hozorable Tommy G. Thempson

Secratary, U.S. Department of Health and Hurman Sarvices
Hubert H. Humplrey Buildiog

200 Indepandence Avenus, SW

Washington, DC 20201

The Honorgble Ann M. Veneman

Secretary, U.S. Department of Agdenlturs

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20250 :

Dear Emtazjr Thanpson and Secretary Venaman:

You recantly were sent a letier from a wide range of oxganizations rapresmting U.S, sugar and
com swestaner producers, as well as swestaner-using food manofacturess, who are greatly
concerned about release of 8 xeport in early March by the World Health Organization and the
U.N.'s Food and Agriculture Organization that containg misfeading inforpation regarding kealth -
s usks associzted with consumption of addsd sugars it exoess of ten percens of an individual's

daily calorie intake. A copy of the sweetener food coalition’s letter to you, sept March 20, 2003,
“is enclosed for-your reference. :

As co-chalrs of the US. Ssuse Sweetonar Canous, we are writing o urgs your prompt and
Tavorgble attention to the issues raand by these food and commodity orgauizations, Specifically,
we urge you to call upon the WHQ and FAO to sease further promotion of the joint repart :
entitled, "WHQ Technieal Report Series 916 Dist, Nutrition and The Prevention of Chranle
Liseases," which currently 1s in advanos figal draft form, There is sufficient reason to believe the
findings and recammendations ju this report have not withsteod the rigorous selentific revisw
appropriate to the normal standerds of these distinguished intoynational institntions,

Please keep us advised of your responss to the sweetsner pradusing and foed processing
coalition's request for your uxgent aftention to thiz matter,

Lary E. Criig k
, United States Senator wUnited States Senator
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March 20, 2003 Delivered Via Facsimile 202-690-7203
3 Pages Toral
L’ Oniginal - Hand Deliverad
The Honorable Tonuny 3. Thompson
Secretary of Daparient of Health and Horman Services .
Hubert . Hamphrey Building
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201
Dear Mr, Secratary:

As you may knaw, on Mareh 3, 2003, a group of selected solentists operating Juintly with the
World Health Organization (WHO) and Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations {UN) prematurely released o “Advance Final Draft Copy™ of & teport tifled “WHO
Techuical Report Serdes 816 Dist, Nutrition and The Prevention of Chromie Dissases.™ This
unoficial report was announesd in e official WHO press stateaen and was posted on fhe WHO
website, accompanied by an inconspicuous disclatmer of muthority stating:

This veport containg the collective views of an inernational group of experts and does ot
represent the decisions or the stared policy of the World Health Orgetization or of the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ) of the United Natlons. :

These “collective views™ were widely repartad as an “official” ‘WHO recommendation by the
press, misleading the public to belisve thers 3 a health zisk in consuming more thary 10% of an
individual’s daily caloric fntake from added sugars. This recomumendation is Sawad and without
sepport by the preponderance of peer-reviewsd soience. We beliove the WHO and FAQ hava an
obligation a8 zespected organizations to follow proper sclentifie proiocol and promors true
seience-besed recommendations.

The group of exports’ faihire to follow intemationally acegpted standards for external peer
seview prior to publication not only raises questions wegarding the scientific staading of the
experts’ conclusions, but chiwllenges tha raport’s legitimaoy es well. Of hundreds of studies
available regerding sugars, enly eleven citations were credited hy the experts to support thelr
“view.” One of the eleven is an antiquated 1970 citetion. Tust last September 2002, our swn
Nationa Insdwse of Medicine (TOM) peleased a report in which 279 published studies wera
reviewed for the chapter on dictary sugars and sterches, The JOM review shawed that dit
quality is unaffected unti] the intaks of added sugars exceeds 25 % of dafly celories, Itis
Iraportant to nate, the [0M report was not even acknowledged in the WHO repurt.

We also me conoerned with the group of experts’ reasohs for widely reporting their “views™
before subjecting fhem to extemal solentific raview. Furthermorz, the group of axpésts’ “views”
wera posted on the WHO website, encowraging the public and press fn assume it wis based on
the totality of scientifie evidence and accepted by the WHO Exscitive Board, In fact, it was not
ovan reviewed or approved by the WHO Eyeougve Board.
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Studies indieste that physical activity plays an important role in the fight againat abesity.
However, there was limitad sefivence to the benefits regarding the sssential mole of physical

o~ activity in reducing the onset and severity of obesity.

While we appland WHO and FAQ in their concemn regarding the obesity arisis, well itended but
ynfounded recormendations of this nature confuse the public, mislead the press and generally
forestall the science-based sohufions wa al] ssek. Thay also place the eredibility of both WHO
and FAQ in jeopardy, thereby reducing public canfidence and trust in both organtzafions,

Farthermare, misguided attempts to address & serious yroblem cn pui entire indusiries af risk as
wall as local ecomomiss and thedr sommunities, Consideration should be given fo developing
nations whose Sxming and food industries play un even more critical role in economic
development fncluding employment and cantributions ko education, health and welfare, clean

water supply, and inexpensive energy.

Mr. Secretary, your personal intervention in this cireurastanee wil] be greatly appreciated.
Xf 1o actian i taken, the draff of this mivguided recommendation becomes an official WHO
policy when it is officially rolled-out in Rome by WHO and FAO on Aprfl 23, 2003.
Therefore, time is of the essence in responding.

We urge you to contact the WHO Director General Dy, Gro Harlesmn Brupdtiaod, iucoming
'WHO Directoy General Dr. Jong:Wook Lee, and FAQ Director-Gieneral Dr, Jaeques Douf
and reguest thet the “Advance Final Draft Copy” be removed from the WHO webnite and
w o farther publcity ocenr, Including eancellation of the Aprl 23 joint roll-ont, vntil 2
complete review of the underlying scicnce hay taken place by 8 broad-based, external peer
gronp and the WHO Executive Board has approved the document.

Such actions and steps will help prevent further confusion emong American consumers ghout
mutrition and will serve to reinfores what the administration has embraced — ¢ strony, seiance-
baged mnrition end physlcat fitness policy coniributing to healthy Hfestylas,

Sincsrely,

Com Refiners Association
Internationel Dairy Foods Association
Nattonal Cotn Growers Assoeiation
Snack Food Asgociation

The Sugar Assaciation

Wheat Foods Coungil

U.S. Couneil for Internafional Buginess



