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March 16, 2018

Ms. Tracy Reeve
City At torney
City of Por t land RECEIVED
Office of the City At torney ^  ^  ^  j'-^
1221 Southwest  4th  Avenue !vl/~<' L " '""

Por t land, Oregon 97204 At torney's Office

Re: Por t land Harbor  Super fund Site, Por t land, Oregon

Dear  Ms. Tracy Reeve:

I am wr it ing on  beha lf of the U.S. Environmenta l Protect ion  Agency, Region  10, Office of
Environmenta l Cleanup (EPA), to in form you  ofEPA's proposed schedule for  consent  decree
negot ia t ions to implement  the 2017 Por t land Harbor  Super fund Site Record of Decision  (ROD). As you
may know, EPA selected the remedy for  clean ing up the r iver  por t ion  of the Site on  J anuary 3, 2017. As
a  par ty EPA has iden t ified as poten t ia lly responsible for  the cleanup cost s, we a re providing you  with
informat ion  to help you  prepare for  negot ia t ions to set t le your  liability a t  the Site. This let ter  will a lso
provide you  with  EPA's plans for  cleanup work it  expects to accomplish  over  the next  couple of years.

Shor t ly a fter  the ROD was issued, members of the th ird-par ty a lloca t ion  group told EPA tha t  they
needed upda ted da ta  and informat ion  to br ing more cer ta in ty to the scope and cost  of the cleanup in
order  to complete the a lloca t ion . Since the ROD ant icipa ted in it ia l post -ROD baseline sampling, on
December  19, 2017, EPA entered in to an  administ ra t ive set t lement  for  pre-remedia l design  baseline
sampling (Pre-RD Agreement ). In  addit ion  to the Pre-RD baseline sampling, remedia l design  is
underway a t  the NW Natura l/Silt ron ic Project  Area  and RM 1 IE  Project  Area .

Under  the Pre-RD Agreement , a ll sampling and field work is scheduled to be completed by the end of
2018. The Pre-RD Remedia l Footpr in t  Repor t  is scheduled to be submit ted to EPA in  J anuary 2019 and
the dra ft  Pre-Design  Invest iga t ion  Eva lua t ion  Repor t  will be submit ted to EPA by May 2019. Data  from
the Pre-RD sampling work will be repor ted in  month ly progress repor t s and da ta  summary files to EPA
after  da ta  va lida t ion  and da tabase management . Throughout  the negot ia t ions for  the Pre-RD Agreement ,
the par t ies represen ted tha t  the sampling and other  tasks included in  the Sta tement  of Work would be
sufficien t  for  the a lloca t ion  group to complete the a lloca t ion .

Given  the May 2019 schedule for  complet ion  of the pre-RD sampling, EPA plans to in it ia te consent
decree negot ia t ions by issu ing Specia l Not ice Let ters (SNLs) for  fu ll per formance ofRD/RA a t  the
Por t land Harbor  Site by the end of 2019. To our  knowledge, the a lloca t ion  process has been  underway
since 2009. Over  the next  two years, EPA expects tha t , in  addit ion  to a ll of the exist ing informat ion  tha t
suppor t s the ROD, the a lloca t ion  group will use the da ta  ga thered under  the Pre-RD Agreement  as it
becomes ava ilable in  month ly repor t s. Addit iona lly, the a lloca t ion  group will a lso be able to use the da ta
ga thered for  other  remedia l design  act ivit ies as it  becomes ava ilable.



If you  a re not  cur ren t ly par t icipa t ing in  the a lloca t ion  process, we encourage you  to contact  the
representa t ive below to see how you might  join  the process a t  th is stage.

Brace White
Bames & Thomburg LLP
One Nor th  Wacker  Dr ive
Suite 4400
Chicago, IL 60606-2833
(312)214-4584
Bruce.White@bt law.com

EPA's willingness to defer  consent  decree negot ia t ions un t il the Pre-RD work is done is premised upon
significan t  and substan t ia l cleanup work proceeding a t  the Site immedia tely. EPA expects tha t  remedia l
design  of sign ifican t  por t ions of the site will be completed or  near ly so by the end of 2019 so tha t
remedia l act ion  a t  hot  spots can  begin  immedia tely upon  fina l en t ry of consent  decrees. In  addit ion  to the
remedia l design  effor t s tha t  have begun, EPA wants remedia l design  to be sta r ted a t  severa l addit iona l
a reas in  2018 and 2019 and will be reaching out  to par t ies to begin  tha t  work.

If there is sign ifican t  delay in  complet ing the Pre-RD sampling work and/or  the a lloca t ion  process, it
should not  be assumed tha t  EPA will extend it s consent  decree schedule. EPA a lso reserves the r igh t  to
revisit  our  consent  decree schedule should the situa t ion  change.

If you  have quest ions or  concerns about  t imeline set  ou t  above, you  can  ca ll me a t  (206)553-7660, or
have your  lawyer  ca ll Lor i Houck Cora , Assistan t  Regiona l Counsel a t  (206)553-1115.

Sincerely,

Davis Zhen , Manager

Site Cleanup Unit  2
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