Press Release
(for immediate release)

Release Them Now!

We strongly condemn the motivated hounding of human rights defenders
across several states and demand for their immediate release

New Delhi, August 29, 2018

The Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS, Rajasthan) condemns the mala fide allegations
and the coercive use of state power, in the arrest/raids of Sudha Bharadwaj (a civil rights and
labour lawyer from Chhattisgarh; presently teaching at the National Law University, Delhi); Gautam
Navlakha (former President of Peoples’ Union for Democratic Rights and a journalist); Anand
Teltumbde (human rights activist and management professional, writer, civil rights activist and
political analyst); Father Stan Swamy (80-years-old human rights activist based in Ranchi);
Varavara Rao (77-years-old poet and prominent activist) and senior activists Arun Ferreira and
Susan Abraham.

The Pune police in a series of raids and arrests on the 27th and 28th of August 2018,
deliberately pinned serious allegations on these activists for the Bhima Koregaon incident, ignoring
the main role of the Hindutva leader Sambhaji Rao Bhide and his associates in initiating violence. A
few months earlier, Surendra Gadling (a Maharashtra civil rights and trade union lawyer), Rona
Wilson (an academic and activist involved in the Committee for the Defence of Political Prisoners),
Prof. Shoma Sen (Nagpur University), Sudhir Dhawale (activist and publisher) and Mahesh
Raut (activist and former Prime Minister Rural Development Fellow) were also armrested in
connection with the Bhima Koregaon incident. So far all the arrests have been made citing baseless
allegations and reflect a prejudiced targeting of people who have had the courage and the
intellectual rigour to question the miscarriage of law and the violation of constitutional rights. They
are well-known academics and human rights defenders, who have defied all odds and the possible
pall of violence imposed by unlawful majoritarian fundamentalist forces. Given the absence of any
credible evidence, these arrests are clearly a part of the political conspiracy to silence any dissent
and critique of the party in power.

We also strongly condemn the attempt to mislead people through the deliberate use of the
term “‘Urban Naxals’ both by BJP politicdans and those in the media, who are acting in tandem with
the government to create a media trial. This is an attempt to construct a hostile citizenry prejudiced
against those working for the poor and marginalised with a carefully-choreographed media trial.

We are in fact proud of the academic and intellectual history of India from the time of the
independence movement, and laud those who have expressed their views without hesitation. They
have been a crudal support for those impacted by violence and disarimination, even at a cost to
themselves. They have used non-violent means and avenues available through law and the
Constitution to defend the rights of the poor and marginalised. This harassment is a blatant attempt
to prevent the intelligentsia from raising their voices against injustice, oppression and exploitation.
It is a prelude to making sure that the space for dissent and democratic expression is dosed, and
even the threats to the Constitution go unchallenged. The people of India must realise who is really
trying to undermmine the Indian Constitution and its values.
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It is the duty of all citizens to voice their support for those who work to amplify the voices of
the voiceless. We demand that the BJP governments both in Maharashtra and at the Centre stop
targeting human rights workers for narrow political gains. The (mis)use of such repressive legal
instruments, makes a mockery of the rule of law, and will have very grave consequences for the
Indian polity.

In solidarity,
Aruna Roy, Nikhil Dey, Shankar Singh for MKSS Rajasthan.

For more information, please contact:
Amit - 9873522104

wH fasfa
gy faram wifa dre

WIS BAHATAT B BRA 2T H!

T IE T H WS- AR W & Fhatrd 29 A1 WaTen &1 $dt f2 S ¢ A 37! i fwg &
Wi HE

T2 fZeetl, 30T 29, 2018

wgy fam oI HT1eA (TR [T WRET (SHTHTe 1 a8 adie 317 adwe | el & e[
fafy sy § foifern), Tiew Fae@n (PUDR & U4 3144 31T &), AFE ddda8 (THagsR Ud Zfed
FraFal, WAy faees, Fas Ud Terias favees), Wit ©F @it (71 & 80 FHig "anaan ),
TR TG (77 A B2 7d TH-HH BEIAE Bwat), 37 afts Smifae Seeal ST B v GoH ST
W I AgiAATE ST 3 I /e $1 en 2 e 2

A ® & 27 317 28 A F1 QU1 Qe 3 TR BIUNT & A2 29 SESATH] T T A
TR 3 W Biema § g2 e F fore St seman @ waiE m wwe | g -and dar aniei 0 2 o e
et 1 femn wer o it #1 gt aw e 1 21 39 @ A uee, g mefem (Ene # 22
T 3R AFATISR Jel & abie), A e (ifee i it afegl &1 99m & fore 4 afifa &
[ZE), WIS A 6 (AT fafaeer), iR v (9 vd aMiias sdal) A e TEed
EfA® FrdEal s gd WaH wHT AT A Har) O 36 aw i Siema 9e F 261 39Td g9
firmm @ o wan a1 3pft a% 3 A e Jgfars it & s w & E A 2 fF @ am
TS 1 & B A1 I1 B & Teld SHMTe & [T ATaTA I3 B 818 J1 difed &941 78d 2 3¢ JTH-
FHF Ao A 1 w21 A B A AR SR SR s edl, Pias 3 e 2 A agaes A
FZataEl g Berd 9 @ T & fEene gi arwa 9 @2 g0 81 99 yiers & 9 3 @t & (Eens w6
fauerTg wga 1 78 € a1 g1 Tl 3 WareAT 51 38 914 &1 56d a1 & 6 S i @i 3 il 2 &
faeTE HaTe W2 6T 31 3761 A1 1 3% TAaS 9299 & ded BErd T |
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o T 3 it 3t S 3wt g wred T S 2 F e SR & St 3 T
F 30 FTER | 43 Wt F wy e v iz gaer S Rl e #of w9 Fer e #) gt
wifzar Zaer & A TGl 17 dfdl & (T B9 B a7 A & =elTE GaTag 317 i Bt B BIer bt
AT R

T A1 1T B AT F 29 & 59Y 8 # Il T -9 5nR A i afeE uim mwE 2 AR eI
it ST B werE B 9 AEG € I 2@ afee @ wdse e St & e o s faem e e s g 31
it B aore | fEan o e F @ @l $ aga weg et 21 3 & 3 s afiel o we i Efem
& 2L H W BE A AR R W aE @il & forg S e @ 9 3ud At Fiva 32 =@ e ad
1| 37 F B W AR WATEd ST FGM™, 901 31 3 & s Aan I5H a1 @ &1 3% B UF
I BIPIPT 1 T2 UF B 2 OH AR A B ot wfaig afn ewaitie afterfa £ of ot
w o s siv w@faam @ dzn @ mart #1ft gEE A &S ueE F A #5192 g9 2 e B
AT ATHE YT & WU 31T 30E Jedt B TGS FE W AT #)

o & T AR B A 2 76 2-3mara St 1 drar B I3H a1 OF @l B wee & forg 3 amr
AT | 79 W Hd £ 6 wamme v F2 B vy e sy gt e wet F o 3w ar eafien
FrABAta B FeET I 92 B 3 B B! TR P IHAE J IH T@ B I Wt AT R— B
FfE WIATY T B 30 i aftomy e ug ged 1)

e
areom T, Ffae 2, vie g vd worgy feam oifdm st & it |t

s JraEd & fFo oad i
o 98735 22104
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