


Undergraduate Education in the School of Arts and Sciences, which recommended the change to
the Council of Undergraduate Deans. That Council endorsed the idea and recommended that we
implement it. We are very grateful to Student Registration and Financial Services for making it
happen quickly enough to be enacted this fall.
 

The second change is a rule limiting the number of Course Units (CUs) for which a student can
register in a term to 7.5 CUs. In addition, the undergraduate deans of all four undergraduate
schools have agreed to jointly enforce a maximum credit load of 5.5 CUs (6.5 CUs for dual degree
students and seniors who need more CUs to graduate on time) during advance registration for all
undergraduates.

The reasons for limiting the number of CUs are to:

encourage thoughtful academic planning and deliberate decisions on what courses to take
each term to fulfill a student’s goals;
promote wellness and reduce the stress and anxiety of carrying too large a course load; and
prevent students from registering for more courses than they intend to complete which limits
the course options for other students.

Students should be aware that different schools and programs have different rules governing
the courses that may be declared Pass/Fail and different processes for requesting exceptions for
CU limits. We encourage students to discuss these matters with their academic advisor if they
have any questions about these new rules.

We are grateful to the academic leadership of the undergraduate schools and to the students
who have worked with us to identify these and other improvements. We look forward to your
continued partnership in implementing new ideas that help us sustain a vibrant culture of student
success and wellness.
 
 
Wendell Pritchett, Provost
Beth Winkelstein, Vice Provost for Education

249 S 36th St 
Philadelphia, PA | 19104 US
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