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September 8, 2017 

To: Secretary Wilbur Ross 

Fr: Earl Comstock 

Re: Census Discussions with DoJ 

In early May Eric Branstad put me in touch with Mary Blanche Hankey as the White House 
liaison in the Department of Justice. Mary Blanche worked for AG Sessions in his Senate office, 
and came with him to the Department of Justice. We met in person to discuss the citizenship 
question. She said she would locate someone at the Department who could address the issue. 
A few days later she directed me to James McHenry in the Department of Justice. 

I spoke several times with James McHenry by phone, and after considering the matter further 
James said that Justice staff did not want to raise the question given the difficulties Justice was 
encountering in the press at the time (the whole Corney matter). James directed me to Gene 

Hamilton at the Department of Homeland Security. 

Gene and I had several phone calls to discuss the matter, and then Gene relayed that after 
discussion DHS really felt that it was best handled by the Department of Justice. 

At that point the conversation ceased and I asked James Uthmeier, who had by then joined the 
Department of Commerce Office of General Counsel, to look into the legal issues and how 
Commerce could add the question to the Census itself. 

0009834 0012756 

Case 1:18-cv-02921-JMF   Document 325-1   Filed 09/17/18   Page 2 of 2


