
U.S. Department of Justice 
        Office of Information Policy 
        Suite 11050 

1425 New York Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC  20530-0001 

 
 

Telephone: (202) 514-3642 
 
          August 31, 2018           
 
          
Ms. Carrie DeCell 
Knight First Amendment Institute 
   at Columbia University 
314 Low Library 
535 West 116th Street 
New York, NY  10027 
carrie.decell@knightcolumbia.org 
 
Mr. Trevor Timm 
Freedom of the Press Foundation     Re: DOJ-2018-000135 (AG) 
601 Van Ness Avenue       DOJ-2018-000288 (DAG) 
Suite E731        DOJ-2018-000289 (ASG) 
San Francisco, CA  94102      17-cv-9343 (S.D.N.Y.) 
trevor@freedom.press       TAZ:JMS 
    
Dear Ms. DeCell and Mr. Timm:    
 
 This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated October 10, 
2017, and received in this Office on October 11, 2017, for records concerning restrictions 
imposed by statute, regulation, or the First Amendment on government surveillance targeting 
members of the news media or otherwise implicating the freedoms of speech, association, or 
the press.  This response is made on behalf of the Offices of the Attorney General (OAG), 
Deputy Attorney General (ODAG), and Associate Attorney General (OASG). 
 
 By letter dated July 31, 2018, we provided you with a partial response, and advised that 
we were processing additional records which were either recently referred, or required 
additional consultations.  Our review of the remaining material containing records responsive 
to your request is now complete.     
 
 I have determined that fourteen pages containing records responsive to your request are 
appropriate for release with excisions, some on behalf of the Office of Legal Counsel, the 
National Security Division, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, pursuant to Exemptions 1, 
3, 5, and 7(E) of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1), (b)(3), (b)(5), and (b)(7)(E).  Exemption 1 
pertains to information that is properly classified in the interest of national security pursuant to 
Executive Order 13526.  Exemption 3 pertains to information exempted from release by 
statute, in this instance 50 U.S.C. § 403-1(i)(1) (currently at 50 U.S.C. § 3024(i)(1)) (National 
Security Act of 1947).  Exemption 5 pertains to certain inter- and intra- agency 
communications protected by the deliberative process and attorney-client privileges.  
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Exemption 7(E) pertains to records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, the 
release of which would disclose certain techniques or procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions.   
 
 Finally, please be advised that because we located material that originated with the 
Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR), we have referred that material to OPR for review.   

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement 
and national security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2012 
& Supp. V 2017).  This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements 
of the FOIA.  This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be 
taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 

 If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Jean-David Barnea of 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York at (212) 637-2679. 
 
 Sincerely, 

  
  Timothy A. Ziese 
  Senior Reviewing Attorney 
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