


































 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 
30th JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

CHANCERY COURT 

 

SUMMONS**
DOCKET NUMBER

 
CH-

Plaintiff Defendant 

TO: (NAME AND ADDRESS  OF  DEFENDANT)
Method of  Service: 

 
Shelby County Sheriff 
Private Process Server 
Out of County Sheriff* 
Secretary of State* 
Comm. Of Insurance* 
Certified Mail 
Other 
*Attach Required Fees 

You are summoned to defend a civil action filed against you in the Chancery Court of Shelby County, Tennessee. Your defense  to this  action 

must be made within  thirty (30) days from  the date this summons  is served upon you.  You must  file your defense with the Clerk of the 

Court and send a copy to the Plaintiff/Plaintiff’s attorney at the address listed below.  If you fail to defend this action within thirty (30) days 

of service, judgment by default may be rendered against y o u for the relief sought in the C omplaint. Questions regarding this summons 

and the attached documents should be addressed to the Attorney/Plaintiff listed below. 

 
Attorney for Plaintiff or Plaintiff if filing Pro Se: 
(Name, address & telephone number) 

 
 
ISSUED   of    _, 20   

Donna L. Russell, Clerk and Master 
 
 

By:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
Deputy Clerk  & Master 

 
140  Adams, Room 308  Memphis, TN  38103 

TO THE SHERIFF: Came to hand 
 

  day of   _, 20    

Sheriff 

CERTIFICATION (IF APPLICABLE) 

I, Donna L. Russell, Clerk & Master of the Chancery Court in the State 
of Tennessee, Shelby County, do certify this to be a true and correct 
copy of the original summons issued in this case. 

Donna L. Russell, Clerk & Master 
 

By:      
D. C. & M. 

 

**Submit one original and one copy for each defendant to be served. 
If you need assistance or accommodations because of a disability, please call the ADA Coordinator at (901)222-2341. 

 
Notice of Personal Property Exemption: 

TO THE DEFENDANT(S):
Tennessee law provides a ten thousand dollar ($10,000.00) personal property exemption from execution or seizure to satisfy a judgment. If a judgment

should be entered against you in this action and you wish to claim property as exempt, you must file a written list, under oath, of the items you wish to claim as
exempt with the clerk of the court. The list may be filed at any time and may be changed by you thereafter as necessary; however, unless it is filed before the
judgment becomes final, it will not be effective as to any execution or garnishment issued prior to the filing of the list. Certain items are automatically exempt by law 
and do not need to be listed; these include items of necessary wearing apparel (clothing) for yourself and your family and trunks or other receptacles necessary to 
contain such apparel, family portraits, the family Bible, and school books. Should any of these items be seized you would have the right to recover them. If you do
not understand your exemption right or how to exercise it, you may wish to seek the counsel of a lawyer. Please state docket number on list.

The Tennessee Black Voter Project, et. al. Shelby County Election Commission

Shelby County Election Commission

c/o Chairperson Robert Myers

980 Nixon Dr.

Memphis, TN 38134

J. Gerard Stranch, IV

Branstetter, Stranch & Jennings, PLLC

223 Rosa L. Parks Ave. Suite 200

Nashville, TN 37203 (615) 254-8801



 
 

RETURN OF SERVICE OF SUMMONS
I hereby certify that I HAVE served the within summons:

 
By delivering on the day of , 20 at am/pm a copy of the

summons and a copy of the Complaint to the following Defendant _

at    

By:
Signature of person accepting service Sheriff or other authorized person to serve process

RETURN OF NON-SERVICE OF SUMMONS
I hereby certify that I HAVE NOT served the within summons:

 
To the named defendant because

is (are) not to be found in this county after diligent search and inquiry for the following reason(s): .

This day of , 20
By:

Sheriff or other authorized person to serve process
 

RETURN ON SERVICE OF SUMMONS BY MAIL
 
I hereby certify and return that on the day of                                 , 20 , I sent, postage prepaid, by registered return receipt

mail or certified return receipt mail, a certified copy of the summons and a copy of the complaint in case CH-                                      to the

defendant                                                                       . On the               day of                                                                         , 20              , I

received the return receipt, which had been signed by                                                                       on the             day of _                            ,

20                 . The return receipt is attached to this original summons to be filed by the Chancery Court Clerk & Master.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this day of
 

, 20 .
 

Signature of Notary Public or Deputy Court Clerk:
 
 
 

My Commission Expires:

 
Signature of Plaintiff, Plaintiff’s attorney or other person

authorized by statute to serve process.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACH RETURN 

RECEIPT  HERE 

(IF APPLICABLE) 
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Nicole Vandewalker

From: Ben Gastel
Sent: Friday, October 5, 2018 3:56 PM
To: Pablo Varela
Cc: Berkon, Jonathan (Perkins Coie); Phillips, Linda; Young, Joe; Smith, Megan; Tischenko, Alexander G.  

(Perkins Coie); Anderson, Jacki (Perkins Coie)
Subject: Open Records Request
Attachments: 20181005155655656.pdf; 20181005155149956.pdf

Pablo, 
 
Please find enclosed an open records request that we are sending in order to fully comply with the SCEC open records 
policy. Please feel free to call me if there are any questions or concerns. 
 
Best, 
 
Ben Gastel 
Branstetter, Stranch & Jennings, PLLC 
The Freedom Center 
223 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, Suite 200 
Nashville, TN  37203 
P: 615.254.8801 
F: 615.255.5419 
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From: Pablo Varela
To: Ben Gastel
Subject: RE: Open Records
Date: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 4:06:22 PM
Importance: High

Ben,
 
Thank you for your email; however, it will not be possible today.  Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. sec.
10-7-503, the voter registrations would be public records; however, pursuant to subsection (a)(5)
information made confidential by state law shall be redacted prior to the document being made
available for inspection or copying. Tenn. Code Ann. sec. 10-7-504 states identifying information
such as addresses, telephone numbers, social security numbers and any other information that
could reasonably be used to locate the whearabouts of an individual are confidential.  Those
documents are not currently redacted, therefore it is not possible for anyone to inspect them under
an open records request at this time.
 
Best Regards,

 
Pablo Adrian Varela | Attorney at Law

40 South Main Street
Suite 2210
Memphis, TN 38103
Direct 901.435.0177 | Tel 901.525.1455 | Fax 901.526.4084
pvarela@harrisshelton.com
 
For the firm’s policies regarding email communications and confidentiality, please visit
http://www.harrisshelton.com/disclaimers/.
 

From: Ben Gastel [mailto:beng@bsjfirm.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 2:49 PM
To: Pablo Varela
Cc: Berkon, Jonathan (Perkins Coie); Alex Agius
Subject: Open Records
 
Pablo,
 
Following up on our conversation, Alex Agius (cc’d here) is on the ground in Memphis and would like
to come to the SCEC as soon as possible to review the voter registration forms that were rejected by
the SCEC. Alex is not a lawyer and no lawyer will accompany her. Can she come today? If not, when
can those records be ready for review/inspection?
 
Ben Gastel
Branstetter, Stranch & Jennings, PLLC
The Freedom Center
223 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, Suite 200

mailto:beng@bsjfirm.com
mailto:pvarela@harrisshelton.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__linkprotect.cudasvc.com_url-3Fa-3Dhttp-253a-252f-252fwww.harrisshelton.com-252fdisclaimers-252f-26c-3DE-2C1-2C2-5FjYt7jRiuIR6EeCyR1uF2EyVWq3eXOZE74lGI0DNAbv7TR4RZO61bv4jCjEMgU-2D5aC8-5FzhVSMKD3ImdRiXjtSNbc-5FkAYjslH6sEkkoTemM2-26typo-3D1&d=DwMF-g&c=XRWvQHnpdBDRh-yzrHjqLpXuHNC_9nanQc6pPG_SpT0&r=71nReWH9OPn9N6U2-QtweONLnXXTZOLA5gY0aJLOJwU&m=JIbzu709tdukX0iZl7MOocJdEVG01j8IT0nDqC158qg&s=G_tzCd3zDt9oRb2s5ugpdXR-hEr1798ptqa1gBhNBJo&e=


Nashville, TN  37203
P: 615.254.8801
F: 615.255.5419
 
 
 

IMPORTANT: This communication from the law firm of Branstetter, Stranch & Jennings, PLLC is covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521, and contains information that may be confidential and privileged. Be advised that
if you are not the intended recipient(s), any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited. Please notify the
undersigned immediately by telephone or return e-mail.

IRS Circular 230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS and other taxing authorities, we inform you that
any tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for
the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any taxpayer or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party
any transaction or matter addressed herein.

This message is intended for the named recipients only. It may contain information protected by the attorney-client or work-product
privilege. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this email. Please do not disclose
this message to anyone and delete the message and any attachments. Thank you.
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Issues: 
9th District, Civil Rights, Government Reform, Judiciary,

registration applications are invalid

 

WASHINGTON – Congressman Steve Cohen late yesterday
sent a letter to the Shelby County Election Commission about
its procedures for processing applications following the
Commission’s assertion that 55 percent of the voter
applications it had received were invalid. Congressman
Cohen is a senior member of the House Judiciary Committee,
which oversees the Voting Rights Act. A copy of the letter can
be found here. 

“When an election commission tells you that the majority of
voter registration applications it has received are invalid, that
begs serious questions,” said Congressman Cohen.  “Our
nation has an ugly history of voter suppression, especially
when it comes to African American voters, and we need to
ensure that voting rights are protected.  Mindful of what’s
going on in Georgia, where 53,000 registration applications
are being held up – 70 percent of which are from African
Americans  -- we must ensure that no Tennessean’s right to
vote is compromised.” 

Specifically, Congressman Cohen asked the Commission: 

What is the Commission doing to ensure that all
applications are processed before early voting begins
on October 17, 2018? 
What is the Commission doing, if anything, to inform
eligible citizens, whose applications are incomplete,
what is required for them to complete their
applications? 
What is the Commission doing, if anything, to inform
felons who have filed applications to vote, and who are
eligible to have their voting rights restored, what is
required for them restore their voting rights and
complete an application to vote? 

                                                                                                 
                          ###
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Phone: (901) 544-4131
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