
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION 

 
CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA, )   
 )    
 Plaintiff, ) 
 ) 
 v.  )  
 ) 
COOK COUNTY OFFICE OF THE ) 
PRESIDENT, ) 
 )   
 Defendant. ) 

 
COMPLAINT 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA, by its undersigned attorneys, 

LOEVY & LOEVY, and brings this suit to overturn Defendant COOK COUNTY OFFICE OF 

THE PRESIDENT’s refusal, in willful violation of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, to 

comply with CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA’s Freedom of Information Act requests for Cook 

County Commissioner Bridget Gainer’s county emails regarding her political action committee.  

In support of its Complaint, CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA states as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Pursuant to the fundamental philosophy of the American constitutional form of 

government, it is the public policy of the State of Illinois that all persons are entitled to full and 

complete information regarding the affairs of government and the official acts and policies of 

those who represent them as public officials and public employees consistent with the terms of 

the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”).  5 ILCS 140/1. 

2. Restraints on access to information, to the extent permitted by FOIA, are limited 

exceptions to the principle that the people of this state have a right to full disclosure of 

information relating to the decisions, policies, procedures, rules, standards, and other aspects of 
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government activity that affect the conduct of government and the lives of the people. 5 ILCS 

140/1. 

3. All public records of a public body are presumed to be open to inspection or 

copying. Any public body that asserts that a record is exempt from disclosure has the burden of 

proving by clear and convincing evidence that it is exempt.  5 ILCS 140/3. 

4. Under FOIA Section 11(h), “except as to causes the court considers to be of 

greater importance, proceedings arising under [FOIA] shall take precedence on the docket over 

all other causes and be assigned for hearing and trial at the earliest practicable date and expedited 

in every way.” 

PARTIES 

5. Plaintiff CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA (“CPM”) is the FOIA requester in this 

case. CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA serves the public interest by creating and delivering diverse, 

compelling content that informs, inspires, enriches and entertains. Through a broad range of 

media platforms—such as the nonprofit radio station WBEZ 91.5fm—it connects diverse 

audiences in its service area and beyond to one another. It helps them make a difference in our 

communities, our region, and our world.  

6. Defendant COOK COUNTY OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (“CCOP”) is a 

public body located in Cook County, Illinois. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

7. Cause the Effect Chicago PAC is a registered political action committee with the 

Illinois State Board of Elections.  A true and correct copy of the Statement of Organization is 

attached as Exhibit A. 

8. Cook County Commissioner Bridget Gainer was the Chairman of Cause the 

Effect Chicago PAC. 
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9. Katie Sabo, a former employee of the Cook County Board of Commissioners and 

aide to Gainer, was the Treasurer of Cause the Effect Chicago PAC. 

10. Cause the Effect Chicago PAC was formerly known as “Off the Sidelines 

Chicago.” 

JULY 20, 2018 FOIA REQUEST 

11. On July 20, 2018, CPM requested “any and all correspondences, written or 

electronic, that contain the key words ‘Cause the Effect’ or ‘Off the Sidelines’ and were sent by 

Cook County Commissioner Bridget Gainer or any of the following employees of the Cook 

County Board of Commissioners: Margaret Cox, Katie Sabo, Abin Kuriakose, Michaela Vargas, 

Marty Malone.”  A true and correct copy of the request is attached as Exhibit B. 

12. On July 31, 2018, CCOP responded to the FOIA request by asking for an 

extension to August 3, 2018, stating that the request was unduly burdensome, and asking CPM to 

agree to narrow the request.  A true and correct copy of the response is attached as Exhibit C. 

13. On August 2, 2018, CPM agreed to narrow the request to only search for records 

from January 1, 2015 to the present. 

14. On August 3, 2018, CCOP told CPM that the County Information and 

Technology Department has identified approximately 88 records and that Commissioner Gainer 

has identified approximately 3,000 records. 

15. On August 10, 2018, CCOP produced 88 responsive records subject to redactions 

based on FOIA Sections 7(1)(b), 7(1)(c), 2(c-5), and 7(1)(f).  A true and correct copy of the 

response is attached as Exhibit D. 

16. None of the 3,000 emails that Commissioner Gainer identified were not produced 

on August 10, and CCOP has not provided a proper denial of that portion of the request. 
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AUGUST 1, 2018 FOIA REQUEST 

17. On August 1, 2018, CPM requested “any and all correspondences written or 

electronic, between the Office of the President or its employees and Cook County Commissioner 

Bridget Gainer or her staff since July 19, 2018 regarding [Dan Mihalopoulos’s] Freedom of 

Information Act request to the Office of the President file on July 20, 2018.”  A true and correct 

copy of the response is attached as Exhibit E. 

18. On August 9, 2018, CCOP produced nine responsive email records subject to 

redactions based on FOIA Sections 7(1)(b), 7(1)(c), 2(c-5), 7(1)(a), and 7(1)(m).  A true and 

correct copy of the response is attached as Exhibit F. 

COUNT I – JULY 20, 2018 FAILURE TO PRODUCE RECORDS 

19. The above paragraphs are incorporated by reference. 

20. CCOP is a public body under FOIA. 

21. The records sought in CPM’s FOIA request are non-exempt public records of 

CCOP. 

22. CCOP violated FOIA by failing to produce all of the responsive records to CPM’s 

FOIA request and by improperly redacting the records that were produced. 

COUNT II – JULY 20, 2018 WILLFUL AND INTENTIONAL VIOLATION OF FOIA 

23. The above paragraphs are incorporated by reference. 

24. CCOP is a public body under FOIA. 

25. The records sought in CPM’s FOIA request are non-exempt public records of 

CCOP. 

26. CCOP willfully and intentionally, or otherwise in bad faith failed to comply with 

FOIA. 
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COUNT III – AUGUST 1, 2018 FAILURE TO PRODUCE RECORDS 

27. The above paragraphs are incorporated by reference. 

28. CCOP is a public body under FOIA. 

29. The records sought in CPM’s FOIA request are non-exempt public records of 

CCOP. 

30. CCOP violated FOIA by improperly redacting the records that were produced. 

COUNT IV – AUGUST 1, 2018 WILLFUL AND INTENTIONAL VIOLATION OF FOIA 

31. The above paragraphs are incorporated by reference. 

32. CCOP is a public body under FOIA. 

33. The records sought in CPM’s FOIA request are non-exempt public records of 

CCOP. 

34. CCOP willfully and intentionally, or otherwise in bad faith failed to comply with 

FOIA. 

WHEREFORE, CPM asks that the Court: 

i. in accordance with FOIA Section 11(f), afford this case precedence on the Court’s 

docket except as to causes the Court considers to be of greater importance, assign 

this case for hearing and trial at the earliest practicable date, and expedite this 

case in every way; 

ii. declare that CCOP has violated FOIA; 

iii. order CCOP to produce the requested records; 

iv. enjoin CCOP from withholding non-exempt public records under FOIA; 

v. order CCOP to pay civil penalties; 

vi. award Plaintiff reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs;  
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vii. award such other relief the Court considers appropriate. 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

/s/ Matthew V. Topic 

____________________________ 

Attorneys for Plaintiff  
CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA 

 
Matthew Topic 
Joshua Burday 
LOEVY & LOEVY  
311 North Aberdeen, 3rd Floor 
Chicago, IL 60607 
312-243-5900 
foia@loevy.com 
Atty. No. 41295 
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Exhibit A
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Exhibit B
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Exhibit C

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

7/
20

18
 1

2:
10

 P
M

   
20

18
C

H
13

89
1



FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

7/
20

18
 1

2:
10

 P
M

   
20

18
C

H
13

89
1



FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 1
1/

7/
20

18
 1

2:
10

 P
M

   
20

18
C

H
13

89
1



Exhibit D
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On Aug 1, 2018, at 7:12 PM, Dan Mihalopoulos <dmihalopoulos@wbez.org> wrote:

Cook County Office of the President
ATTN: Legal Department

 Laura Lechowicz Felicione
 Special Counsel and FOIA Officer

118 N. Clark Street, Room 537
Chicago, IL 60602

 VIA Email:FOIA@cookcountyil.gov 

Dear Ms. Lechowicz Felicione:

This is a request for public information under the Illinois
Freedom of Information Act (the "Act"). Please provide
any and all correspondences, written or electronic,
between the Office of the President or its employees and
Cook County Commissioner Bridget Gainer or her staff
since July 19, 2018 regarding my Freedom of Information
Act request to the Office of the President filed on July 20,
2018.

We understand that the Act permits a public body to
charge a reasonable copying fee not to exceed the actual
cost of reproduction and not including the costs of any
search or review of the records. Please provide us with an
estimate of any charges that may be incurred in fulfilling
this request. However, we request a waiver of all fees for
this request. Disclosure of the requested information to us
is in the public interest because it likely to contribute
significantly to the public's understanding of the operations
or activities of state government.

I look forward to receiving your response within five
business days, i.e. before the close of business on August
9, 2018, as required by the Act.

Please confirm receipt of this request. 

Exhibit E
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If you have any questions, please contact me
at dmihalopoulos@wbez.org or cell (312) 404-8670.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely,

 

Dan Mihalopoulos

Reporter, Government & Politics

WBEZ 91.5FM/Chicago Public Media
 

 

 

Dan Mihalopoulos | Reporter, Government & Poli�cs 
 T @dmihalopoulos Edmihalopoulos@wbez.org P 312.893.8581 C312.404.8670

WBEZ 91.5 Navy Pier | 848 East Grand Avenue | Chicago, Illinois 60611
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Exhibit F
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