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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. All transactions and events giving rise to the claims set forth herein took place 

in Yavapai County, Arizona. 

5. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter and is a proper venue. 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 
 

6. At all times relevant to the allegations herein, SOLDWEDEL and MAGANA 

shared a primary residence together at 1369 Divinity Drive, Prescott, Arizona 86301. 

7. During the time period from approximately November, 2016, through March, 

2017, MAGANA had the apparent ability to cause harm to SOLDWEDEL. 

8. During the time period from approximately November, 2016, through March, 

2017, MAGANA prepared meals for SOLDWEDEL at their Primary Residence. 

9. During the time period from approximately November, 2016, through March, 

2017, and thereafter, SOLDWEDEL had physical symptoms of poisoning, including but not 

limited to abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, anxiety and confusion. 

10. After experiencing symptoms of poisoning, SOLDWEDEL submitted to 

toxicology testing.  The toxicology test results were reviewed by a renowned expert in the 

field, Ernest P. Chiodo, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., M.S., M.B.A., C.I.H. 

11. Dr. Chiodo provided a report of his findings dated September 7, 2017, 

attached hereto as Exhibit “A.”   

12. As indicated in Exhibit “A,” Dr. Chiodo found that in the portion of 

SOLDWEDEL’s tested hair from approximately November 29, 2016, to December 27, 2016, 

the thallium level was 77 ug/kg which is 15.4 times higher than the reference level. 



 

 3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

13. As indicated in Exhibit “A,” Dr. Chiodo found that in the portion of 

SOLDWEDEL’s tested hair from approximately February 7, 2017, to March 8, 2017, the 

thallium level was 29 ug/kg which is 5.8 times higher than the reference level. 

14. As indicated in Exhibit “A,” testing of water from SOLDWEDEL’s homes in 

Hawaii and Arizona did not reveal the presence of Thallium. 

15. As indicated in Exhibit “A,” SOLDWEDEL has no known environmental or 

occupational exposures to thallium. 

16. As indicated in Exhibit “A,” Dr. Chiodo found “[t]he presence of thallium at 

15.4 times the reference level during the November 29, 2016 to December 27, 2016 time 

period and 5.8 times the reference level during the February 7, 2017 to March 8, 2017 time 

period along with his lack of occupational or environmental exposure to thallium causes me 

to opine that there is a strong probability that [SOLDWEDEL] has been intentionally 

poisoned with thallium.” 

17. As a proximate result of the actions of MAGANA as alleged herein, 

SOLDWEDEL has suffered damages in an amount to be established by proof at trial as 

necessary, in an amount not less than Eighteen Million Dollars, ($18,000,000.00). 

COUNT 1 
CIVIL ASSUALT WITH INTENT TO CAUSE HARM 

 
18. SOLDWEDEL incorporates each of the allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 

through 17 above. 

19. Upon information and belief, during the time period from approximately 

November, 2016, through March, 2017, MAGANA intentionally and knowingly added 

dangerous toxic substances to meals she prepared for SOLDWEDEL at their Primary 

Residence. 
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20. Upon information and belief, the dangerous toxic substances MAGANA 

intentionally added to meals she prepared for SOLDWEDEL at their Primary Residence 

include thallium and lithium. 

21. Upon information and belief, MAGANA was aware of the dangerous toxic 

properties of thallium and lithium at the times she intentionally and knowingly added 

dangerous toxic substances to meals she prepared for SOLDWEDEL at their Primary 

Residence. 

22. Upon information and belief, SOLDWEDEL’s physical symptoms of 

poisoning from approximately November, 2016, through March, 2017, and thereafter, were 

caused by the ingestion of meals having dangerous toxic substances that were intentionally 

and knowingly added by MAGANA. 

23. At no time did SOLDWEDEL consent to MAGANA adding dangerous toxic 

substances to meals MAGANA prepared for him. 

24. Upon information and belief, MAGANA added dangerous toxic substances to 

meals she prepared for SOLDWEDEL at their Primary Residence with the intent to inflict 

injury to SOLDWEDEL. 

25. Upon SOLDWEDEL being informed he tested positive for the presence of 

thallium at 15.4 times the reference level during the November 29, 2016 to December 27, 

2016, time period and 5.8 times the reference level during the February 7, 2017, to March 8, 

2017, time period, he has continuously been in, and remains in, reasonable apprehension of 

immediate bodily harm that such presence may further cause. 
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26. Upon information and belief, SOLDWEDEL’s reasonable apprehension of 

immediate harm described herein was caused by the intentional acts of MAGANA alleged 

herein. 

27. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered physical injuries including permanent 

injuries. 

28. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered extreme mental anguish and physical 

pain. 

29. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered economic losses and injury including 

medical expenses and a diminishing of SOLDWEDEL’s income earning capacity, all in an 

amount to be determined by proof at trial as necessary. 

COUNT 2 
CIVIL ASSAULT WITH INTENT TO CAUSE DEATH 

 
30. SOLDWEDEL incorporates each of the allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 

through 29 above. 

31. Upon information and belief, MAGANA added dangerous toxic substances to 

meals she prepared for SOLDWEDEL at their Primary Residence with the intent to cause the 

death of SOLDWEDEL. 

32. Upon SOLDWEDEL being informed he tested positive for the presence of 

thallium at 15.4 times the reference level during the November 29, 2016 to December 27, 

2016, time period and 5.8 times the reference level during the February 7, 2017, to March 8, 
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2017, time period, he has continuously been in, and remains in, reasonable apprehension of 

immediate death that such presence may cause. 

33. Upon information and belief, SOLDWEDEL’s reasonable apprehension of 

immediate death described herein was caused by the intentional acts of MAGANA alleged 

herein. 

34. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered extreme mental anguish. 

COUNT 3 
CIVIL BATTERYWITH INTENT TO CAUSE HARM 

 
35. SOLDWEDEL incorporates each of the allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 

through 34 above. 

36. Upon information and belief, during the time period from approximately 

November, 2016, through March, 2017, MAGANA intentionally and knowingly provided to 

SOLDWEDEL at their Primary Residence, meals she knew or had reason to believe included 

dangerous toxic substances. 

37. Upon information and belief, during the time period from approximately 

November, 2016, through March, 2017, MAGANA intentionally and knowingly provided to 

SOLDWEDEL at their Primary Residence, meals she knew or had reason to believe included 

dangerous toxic substances, with the intent of having SOLDWEDEL unknowingly ingest the 

dangerous toxic substances therein. 

38. Upon information and belief, MAGANA intentionally and knowingly 

provided to SOLDWEDEL at their Primary Residence, meals she knew or had reason to 

believe included dangerous toxic substances, with the intent to inflict injury to 

SOLDWEDEL. 
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39. At no time did SOLDWEDEL consent to MAGANA providing meals with 

dangerous toxic substances to him. 

40. Upon information and belief, during the time period from approximately 

November, 2016, through March, 2017, meals having dangerous toxic substances 

intentionally and knowingly provided by MAGANA caused harm to SOLDWEDEL. 

41. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered physical injuries including permanent 

injuries. 

42. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered extreme mental anguish and physical 

pain. 

43. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered economic losses and injury including 

medical expenses and a diminishing of SOLDWEDEL’s income earning capacity, all in an 

amount to be determined by proof at trial as necessary.  

COUNT 4 
CIVIL BATTERYWITH INTENT TO CAUSE DEATH 

 
44. SOLDWEDEL incorporates each of the allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 

through 43 above. 

45. Upon information and belief, MAGANA intentionally and knowingly 

provided to SOLDWEDEL at their Primary Residence, meals she knew or had reason to 

believe included dangerous toxic substances, with the intent to cause the death of 

SOLDWEDEL. 
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46. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered extreme mental anguish. 

COUNT 5 
INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

 
47. SOLDWEDEL incorporates each of the allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 

through 46 above. 

48. Upon information and belief, the conduct of MAGANA alleged herein was 

extreme and outrageous. 

49. Upon information and belief, the conduct of MAGANA alleged herein was 

intentional or reckless. 

50. Upon information and belief, the conduct of MAGANA alleged herein caused 

SOLDWEDEL to suffer severe emotional distress. 

51. Upon information and belief, as a direct and proximate result of MAGANA’s 

conduct alleged herein, SOLDWEDEL has suffered extreme mental anguish. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, prays that for each count against 

defendants, and against each of them, this Honorable Court: 

A. Award Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, general damages for medical and related 

expenses in an amount to be determined by proof at trial. 

B. Award Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, compensatory damages. 

C. Award Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, damages for severe emotional distress and 

mental anguish. 

D. Award Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, damages for pain and suffering. 

E. Award Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, punitive damages. 

F. Award Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, interest as allowed by law. 
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G. Award Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, attorney fees and costs incurred in the 

proceedings.  

H. Award Plaintiff, SOLDWEDEL, any such other relief as the Court deems just 

and proper in the circumstances. 

DATED June 22, 2018. 

       KATZ & BLOOM, P.L.C. 
 
            
       /s/Jay R. Bloom   
       Jay R. Bloom 
       Attorney for Plaintiff 
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