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THE PHILADELPHIA INGUIRER.

INING REVIEW | CcRAIG LaBAN

erge

From its location to its cuisine, a new East Falls
restaurant has gambled — and should win fans.

Us probably a smidge (oo soon 10 unleash the tomato-as-dessert
coubaa o Fan Fale- Bl o cam hataly ot chef Shanm Dotan fo
\rving,

‘Auduct

y marks virtuslly every nspoct of Verge, the intriguing new
restaurant Dolan hias created with developer Mark Sherman and |n.4
e Jay Guben. 3 Restaursat Renatesmos fsure who fou
Reatauran Schioo

"ot Jocation, T examl, Lt exacly ¢ matucal botaput. Tho i
orfice bulding & a homel dressed op with

veliow brick

that span the Sehuylil. Tranguil meals
Jbere are often puncruted fus
rumble of traffic exiting the Roosevel

S0 by ot st sceadiog ady
on the plate, say, octopus with black
hiccpads, o héitorm Tesaioas aifes
oil gelato? 1t sounds Ike 4 foolish gam
i in o eigibocton tat despilc
e promise, has yel 1o docent

e o sl & ks sk o
iairar, Bt Verge, despite ts sarly
aws, has dhe makings of Bast Fuls
ficst real dining euccess,

“This i in large part tharks (0 Dolan,
e - youcald Scruaton i who last
iwarked as executive chefat Lo Mas Per-
e Dolun, who absdoned & brel o
recr s o cop for the kiichen, trained at

T |

VERY GOOD
VERGE.
s

2156880050
Burgecning ExtFalis sy s avinin
s ambi
R cormrtaolice badng i arace
wewof Kelly Drive (andihe Route 1
Gverpasses). ariendly stall, and a taiented
youmg chal ol s xpadenart
cuting 80gs fars oot aviays wark,
i 80 e e & Kheham oo s

IENU HIGHLIGHTS Palacta ‘parchetta’,
yﬂlmnmwgmm\mw.mm
buckeheatcrepe wih figs and ham;
East Falls Hot Po, walleyed pike;
beramund gecat ‘pice-1uibhed rb eye:

late-banana napoleon;
e i ok

'WINE LIST The cellar has a small but smart
selacton of quality tabie wines moatly fro
atvary reasonable mark
Barbera st lrom Ferrars (826), e Forls
Pt noir (841), o° a crisp whit
noy, at

WEEKEND NOISE The echoay dining room
s lorribiy noisy, at 88 teciels, but 0 s (ho
outside terracs, acly raffc hita

whete steadly
o803, (Idealis 70 decibes of ess,)

IFYOU GO D rner Monday through
“Truirsday 510 10 ., Friday and Saturday
510 10:30 p.m.. Sunday 5159 p.m. Sunday
brunch 1 am.to3 p.m. Entrens
517.52250,

' Reservations accepted.

' Allmajor carcls accepted

i
evolved a m

ed sausage.
Verge. located in alkormer ofbce buiding, has a terrace with a view of the

et philosophy st suits Verpe
o o aiicl clentel — sphisticaion without auliess,
i a wllformed tatf that seems genuinly coring and enihusiasic.
When the kitchen s an the mark,  Verge's iy prescnced contengo-
vy fave offers all the convincing necess
A polona sppeticar beia ersaiiy crap lows of waren corn cbes
porced by n e ized piug of femne scented saage & delcae bock:
it crapa I fo140d i  fooener parce) sroused ah intulné g
ot chie,Kmeky Vlpilias s, e i el O Ton
JEisa aoous wae et s i1s garnish was equally
vl i i aliom-ooieced v brot led with Focae clam, cey
ieaves, and hinck garbams beans that

Several disbes needed 5o improvement. The superbly tender spice-

rubbed i e (the most expensiv eniree o reasnabe $23.50) cate
with fabulous fricd red anion rings, bacon-brajsed cscarole, and
ety goed homarate Woreesnerabice sasce tha renided 7t Vgl
ammum East Flls Hox Pot brought a mediey of perfectly cooked
seafood — swoet praswns, seared ruby tuna, and salmon — over & rumble
of perciatelli noodies hathed in a Thabsiyle peanul curry.

Dolan. aleo did a fine job presenting some loss common fish for mor

el effect. Australian harramundi — a giant perch with firm

aesn't batner other patrons.
hesichair accessisle.
W Free parking at.

Here are two oiher new suggesied sateries
Inof naar East Fall

TOMMY GUNNS.

4901 Ridge Ave., 215-508-1030,

Al oic gas stations shou'd ba convarted
Inte cheery yollow batbecue pas ke inle
‘one, Which 545 ust outsida the Main Strast

aded o starchy snap.

Dolin has vy of occasionally fuse-
ing 100 much with s food, adding per
ups e oo may clever s, A v
1y duc) shone: wih spic
ineapple gliee was o delight unti [ bit
into something stale and cunchy be-
neath the ginger flan (these wer home
mado coconut-milk *rico erispies”). An

appwtizer of busts brought e oot
ransormed iy numerous variations
and colors — shingled like erimson
cards and minced o gohden beet ar-

by o memornblo Maytug biue cheese-
eake.

intsrouing dishos could bivy
cooked, The tofu “scallapy

iurve boon an oye-opeaing vegetaring — percl
ruccess had (he (ol discs ol been

"
i Cramenshicsorn scpesath wowd Exst Falls Hot Pot has priwns, una and salmon over
noodies with Thai-styls peanut curry.

frmretod
- peach xauce, hush puppies, an
brased mustard greens, gave me @ pleasant
Hasbback to chi in the Great
ex
Tbe wine selection will bo familr (0 anyone
Wwho shops a1 Moor Pennsauken,

i s o begortad B Verge's ks i
olesalcr. The list s fillcd with good value
Trom mail Baropesn prodscers, 'wih sty
under 440, but stops shy of anyhing particular-
Ty special. Dolan says simply that few custon-
era bave yet 10 show much interest in pricier
wines
oadir haw sy 41y ey 9 ut wiaions
for moutt Vet Pty obnf T
) haa cruied

trom abustery

’Ill:ﬂ
aci
an napcleo (ny personal avorie) e bor
rowed from bis daye 3t Smman o

e decen, mpecaly e pulud ark.

LS
East Falls, 3510 Scotts Lane,
::bru-nn. This iriguing bakery cafn

Wiy compie T ATt gt wortn
vl sspecialy ot 1 cruslyloves

iEh 7@ losd beaiitiil bt more
consistontthan the past
Wisitact Saptomber 2004

Tho Bell Key
EEXR superior. Rare; et fne-dining
andards,

R Ecculare: Exco nsvary catsgory

s hard 10

o seared

ten
But iy of Verge's imperfect dishos b 100 muany

vmiook B e b -ﬂllpk op i
reaches that fragile threshold where the savory mime fn mwest — the tom
‘melon,

. 1
ol vt proferred the soppene groochi e amale, bt ey
e moreskivel Tt in # ety lnnmm puree spor slivers of
iutty grean cerlgnaln alives. Thi oxtall rotto had wa Unappeting gray
Inua a3 e of el e and homemade DO Ehpa, Bt he

avos, combined with ataks of dark chocolate iaaigroe, was soulluly

h. Mare lol v bene but they were
F63cioun Bonecheess, ong remtadies t m- ‘o tendier | 4

JC ight sound. Jazzed with  scoop of vivackous bl srbet, his s what
Doln refers 10 as “a real Verge dess
Liko the rostaurant itself, iK% & daring gambic with nice odds.

Mast Suncey. G Laan revews Wasningion Scuare

usta gratinwed benesh & swoet gactic sauce

IDRINK

Sicilian

could recapture sum-
mer i 8 boctle? Tey this
sun-Kissed wine from
ol O
ke Fom inslin, 8
hite_ Sicilian

this rich wine fearure;
ninorals and haros

pe.

Ritner Street

continued from M2 Marker, which since 1925 has

few blocks west, between iath and fah Iy Carmen Commoroto, 7, sl n jcon
Streets, n

Contact 2159542682 or.
P i receet wosk ot hyiign philly corn/craigalian.

2 down-home
el — i st
of 5t hops aod

lezs he began stuffing 30
years ago.

The oid butcher-shap
meat hooks are

and
Fans of russied potsines emerge
while I'm there, and soups and gz
and sruffed meat
va!ssb\'lmlmmrl and trays of
haked ziti and the chicken meathala

I vy Good: Intervsiog, with
above-average facd.

X Hiormies
Mo ball: Poar.

gL hdeencancesocmped o e
Fiien's s e bl o

LA F STENME?. ey s Sl Pholageeghcr
ori

igus cheesesteak
s i, Ametls, eooets s

¥ soarked!
storm, and a lean and beely Black 2 secret ingredient, are among the specialties.

witn

rulls in extracting
Erays of the tomato s they sl Iy the  up the ateep Woaden st 1o where she on, 8 socrt Ingraent thet Azt saveacly
square. band-forms the asl go0d, almost  she uses — that o competitor deh.
Sy ot ko o8 L iomas Crab My gaces? It & pinchs af Ritner Stroet
brushing nhm comts of Japanese o
wash to

is roasting pork in the bread ovens, hand

carving it to order — so it retains the D\m Centact colurmist Aick Nicho's s 205850.2715

fexrure — for $2.25 pork sanduwiches. e aaT ‘o michals@philyrous.com. Aead his moon:
The linchpin of the biock. though, s John's 1 detect a subtle flavor [ cant put my finger  work &1 N30 phily. CoMMoanishos.
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