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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ADMINISTRATIVE REPCRT

& 1z .
Dr. HANS ﬁIJ{ETHE, L;723 East 36th Street, Scatile,
TWashington, advised first wet VICTCR K. Do ROSS in ' y
December, 1945, when ROSS recommended to him as atiorney. A
, ROSS performed legal services for BETHE in connection
,ﬁ - with house purchase, 20SS initiated social acquaintence-
: i ship by inviting BETHES to his home, which invitaticn was
S ~returned by BLTHE, however, no close relationship develoveda
y i ' " BETHE stills meintains friendly but not close relationship
(S o w7ith ROSSe Claims RCSS! opinions very close to Commmunist
N Party line, In February, 19L6, [0SS told BETHE that SARANT
\
-

X was working for Bell Telephone Laboratories, Ne Ye C., and
~ - was very interested in studying physics, ROSS solicited
BETHE help to enable SALRANT to enter Cornell as graduate
student. BETHE did not commit himself to any sponsorship,
) but apreed to talk with SARANT vo ascertain if qualified,
BETHE first met SARLNT, May, 1946, with RCSS re SARANT's
qualifications to enter graduste school. SARAIT not
qualified and was so advised by BETHE, BETHE recommended
o ‘ SARANT study to further qualify himself before application
o could be considered, BRTEE claims he told Head of Physics
XQ:, . Department, Cornell, that he saw no reason to recomsend
SARANT and subsequently SARANT's application refuseds
SARANT went to Ithaca, New York, fall 1946, which BETHE
- - Y . considered strange because SARAWT had no job or assurance
o  of acceptencé at Cornell., In late fall of 1946, Physics
- Laboratory, Cornell, began construction of synchrotron
and because electrical engineers needed, SARANT applied
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\<t; : for and received jobe BETHE claims synchrotron not

confidential work and SARENT had no accesc to any confidential
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DETATLS:

S
~ SV
b6
- - b7C™
data at Cornell, Only confidential informatd at . b6
oy 3 i€ NT ti ‘was on BETHE!s b7C-
which information main-
tained in two safes in BEIHE's office at Cornell, b7D

BETHE claims SARALNT close friend of

graduate student in phyvsics, Cornell, who BETHE describes
as ""close to the lefi". described as close friend
of a Professor MORRISON of Physics Department, Cornell,
and that botl and HeRRICAN
Party, Ithaca, New Yorks
January, 1950, had @ccess to combination of a safe con-

ain: confidential information relating to BETHE!s
[ | BETHE denies close b6
Telationship with SARANT, stating has not talked to bic
SARANT for over one hour during enltire time he has
known hime Explains BETHES gave present to SARANT
baby because of feeli: f obligation for free legel
service rendered by and because of acgquaintance-
ship of BETHE'!'s wife with | who
resided next door to SARANTS. BETHE denies ever know-
ing or contacting JULIUS ROSENBERG, WILLIAW PERL, JOEL
BARR, MAX ELITCHER, MORTON SOBELL or HARRY GOLD. Denies
that any approach in any menner ever made to him on part
of any person to furnish information to an apparent
espionage agent, Possibility that BETHE may have been
target of Russian espionage and given to SARANT as an
assignment in espionage ring presented to BETHE, and he
stated that SARANT did not pursve the development of his
friendship and BETHE never got impression that SARANT
wanted technical data nor did SARANT ever ask for sucli.
BETHE states his impression of SARANT is that SARANT

is "leftist in his ideology".

aatiara Ao Do ool xro
>

- RUC ~

AT SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent
and the writer,

b6

bi7C
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Dr, HANS A. BETHE, ;723 East 36th Street, Seattle, Washington,
was interviewed on July 28, 1950, Dr. BETHE has been employed as a summer
faculty member of the Physics Department, University of Washington at
Seattle.  Dr. BETHE advised that he first met VICTOR X. D, ROSS in
December, 1945, when ROSS was recommended to him as an attorney by a b6
fellow professor at Cornell,| |ROSS was engaged by BETHE b7C
to perform legal services in connection wioh a purchase of a home in
Ithaca. Dr, BETHE states that ROSS did considerable legal work in
connecvion with this matter, BETHE stated that ROSS refused to accept
a fee for his legal services in connection with this house purchase and
when asked why, ROSS stated that it would be necessary for him to charge
Dr. BETHE approximately $1,000.00 if he were adequately paid for his
services, and he knew that Dr, BEIHE did not desire to pay that large a
fee, DETHE stated that it was his impression that R0SS desired his
friendship and that this may have been the major reason for refusing a
fees ROSS impressed BETHE as being an individual who sought the friend--
ship of college professors and may have desired BETHE!'s social acquaintanceship
because of BETHE'!'s reputation az a nuclear physicist.

ROSS initiated a soclal acquaintanceship with Dr., BETHE
by inviting the BETHES to his home, which invitation was returned on
one occasion by the BETHES; however, no close social relationship developeds
BETHE stated that ROSS since has drawn up a will for BETHE and performed

legal service for BETHE's wife in dvawing up a charter for a club to aid
an Ithaca hospital in which is interested, BETHE stated that
he stillmintains a friendly, but definitely not a close relatiocnship b6

with R0OSS, stating he has nothing in common with ROSS on which to base b7cC

a close friendshipe. BETHE stated that he has paid ROSS for his legal
service in connection with this will and charter,

ROSS and BETHE, during the few times they met socially,
had violent political discussions, according to BETHE, He stated that he
and ROSS thoroughly disagreed on politics and the heated arguments he had
with ROSS left BETHE with the impression that RGSS!' opinions were very
close to the Communist Party line, He further stated it was his
impression that ROSS was politically naive, BOTIIE stated that he has no
information to indicate that RUSS is a Cormunist Party member, but does
know that ROSS has been an active supporter of vhe Progressive Party.

-3 -
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In February, 1946, ROSS told EETHE about his son-in-law,
ALFRED SARANT, who at that time was working for Bell Telephone Laboratorics
at New York City and who was very interested in studying physics. BETHE
states that ROSS asked him if he could help SARANT enter Cornell Univer-
sity as a graduate student. BETHE claims he told ROSS that he was not
in a position to commit himself to sponsor anybody, but weuld be glad to
talk to SARANT to ascertain if SARANT were sufficiently qualified to
enter the graduate school at Cornell, BRETHE states that it was not his
impression at the time that RCSS was attermpting to push him intec sponsor-
ing SARANT and that the discussion regarding ROSS! son~in-law was entirely
normasl and brought up during normal conversations. During approximately
May, 1046, BETHE first met SARANT when SARANT was brought to BETHE's
office at the University of Cornell by his father-in-law, ROSS. ELTIE
states that he talked with SARANT a® this time for a short time concern-
ing SARANT's qualifications., BETHE claimed that from his discussion with
SARANT, it was apparcnt that SARANT was not gualified to enter the
graduate school in physics and that he sc advised SARANT. Dre BETHE
advised that he told SARANT it would be necegsary for him to further
qualify himself before his apnlication could be considered inasmuch 2s
there were many better qualified students who were secking admission to
the graduate school at Cornell and that many students better qualified
than he were being refused admittance because of the large number desiring
acceptance in this field, BETHE recormended several general physics
texts for SARANT to study, but told him that his chances for admiszion
were not good,

Later, BETHE told the Head of the Physics Department at
Cornell that in regard to SARANT's epplication, he, BETHE, saw no reason
to recommend SARANT and that subsequently SARANT's applicetion was refused.
Also concerning SARANT's application, BETHE states that he received a
letter from Bell Telephone Laboratories in New York City in which the
Bell Telephone Company advised that SARANT had been an agitator in union
activities while employed at Bell Tclephone Lzboratories.

In view of BETHE!'s refusal to spoasor SARANT's acceptance
by the Physics Department at Cornell as a graduate student, he said that
he was very surprised when SARANT decided to go to Ithaca anyway in the
fall of 1946. He seaid that he considered it very strange that SARANT

-l -
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should give up a position with Bell Telephone Lsboratories because he

definitely gave SARANT no encouragement and SAR/NT had no assurance whait—

soever of acceptance at Cornell, Further, Dr. 3ETHE states to his knowledge

SARANT had no promise of any job in Ithaca when he first went there. Several
months later, which Dr. BETHE placed as approximately late fall in Hovember

or December, 1946, the Physics Laboratory at Cornell University began

construction of a synchrotron. IHe cxplained that this wmachine is used

to gencrate electrons and is in no respect confidential. ZElecirical b6
engineers were required for this construction and SARANT applied and b7C
received a position as an electrical engineer, BiETHE states thet he does

nct know how SARANT knew of this position, bul states that SftAPT used

the Physics Library at Cornell from time to time for individual study

and also was acquainted closely with one a graduate student
in physics at the University. It was Dr. BRTHE'S guess that SARANT
z heard of a possible position on this congtruction through

vas described by Dr. BETHE as "close to the left and active in the
Progressive Party".

Dr. PBETHE stated that during the time that SARANT was
employed at Cornell, the University had no confidential contracts and
that SARANT had no access to confidential data in his work on the
synchrotron, BETHE stated that the only confidential information of
which he was aware at Cornell University at this time was contained in
various documents relabing to a confidential consultant contract which
BETHE has had with the Atomic Energy Commission since the termination
of his duties at Los Alamos, New Mexico, but claims that SARANT had no
access to this information. BETHE stated that[::::::]formerly was
employed at California Technical Institute and may have had access to
classified informetion at that time which possibly could have been avail-
able to SARANT. : -

Concerning the confidential information in the possession Egc

of BETIE, he stated that all documents relating to his consultant contract
are now maintained in two safes in his oifice at Cornell University. The

combination to one safe is known only to_himself and the combination to b

the other safe is known only to himself b6
The last mentioned pombinafion uwas changed Dy order of the 7D

Atomic Energy Commission in I hut the nrevions comhination

to this safe was known to and
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both of the Physics Department at Cornell., BETHE stated thatl
v did not know SARANT and Wwag not close tol bencpringe b6
only as a graduate students | H Llj b
Ted with| [onTy bic

advised, however,

also did not probably know SARANT and wag a
as g_ecraduate student et the Universitye.

r3

b} vas close tol and both were active
n the Prozressive rarty in lthaca. He stated that this|
| was| cf the County Progressive Party at Ithaca at that
s Lime.

Concerning BETHE'!'s relationship with SARANT, BETHE

categorically denied that he had ever maintained any clooe relationship
w1tn LLFRED SARANT, stating that he had probably not talked to SARANT
for cver a total of an hour in all the time he had known him and that
the longest conversation he ever held with SARANT was during the First
meeting with him. BETHE denied ever discussing any confidential data
with SARANT and further denied that he ever centertained SARANT in his
home or was ever in SARANT's home. Ie stated he would describe his
relationship with SARANT as beine distantly ecquainted with him, [ﬁf::::]

stated, however, that hi was a close friend of

| | which resulted becausel ad taurht at 2 nurcery

school where the BETHE children had atignded and that lues b6
very rmch loved by the BETHE children. | an bicC

visited back and forth quite a2 bit and because of the Tact that ALFRED
SARANT and his wife were next-door ncighbors of the | |

had been in the SARANT home on several occasions. nrobably with
BETHE stated that his wife pitied |because

\NT was the type of woman who had extreme difficulty in managing
her household and was constantly beset with little problems, Dr, BEIHE
explained that he and his wife had given a present to the SLRANTS on
the birth of their child because of the feelipng of oblig the

Lre gal service which had been rendered b
BETHE stated that he had no idea wiat tae gift had deen

and is sure tnat the valuec was definitely not in any respect equal to
the legal scrvice rendered. He stated that his wife took care of this
matter,

Dr. BETHE denied ever knowing or contacting JULIUS RUSENEERG,
WILLITAL PERL, JOEL BARR, 1AX ELITCEER, XMORTON SOBELL or HARRY GCLD.

-6 -
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BETHE denied that any approach in any menner has ever been made to him

on the parv of any person to furnish information to an apparent cspionage
agente The possibility that Dr. BETHE me; ay have becn a target of Hussian
espionage and that his development may have been given to SARANT as an
assignment in an espionage ring was presented to Dr. BETHE. He stated

that SARANT did not pursue the developuent of his friendship and BETHE

never got the impression that SARANT wanted technical data nor did
SARANT ever asl: for such. He reiterated that he has had hardly any

;otual contact with SARANT. BETHE states that his impression of SARANT

s that SARANT is "leftist in his idgoloewM. which impression he received .
bGCahuG of SARANT's association with and a2lso because of b7C
iews, He further stated that he had no evidence to indicate

iiat SARANT was a Communist and actually hed no personal information

to indicate that SARANT even sympathized with the Communist Party and

that BETHE!s impression that SARANT was a "leftist" is based on no actual
knowledge on his part. SARANT, according to BETHE, is e frustrated type
who gives the impression that he fecls that he has never had a chance to
perform adequate with his ability; however, according to BETHE, SARAWT's
technical ability is strictly average

Dr. BETHE advised that he had no knowledge of any espionage
activities on the part of any person except what has appeared recently
in the public press and stated that he had no further information con-
cerning ALFRED SARANT,

~REFERRED UPON CCLPLETICN TO THE CFFICE OF URIGIN-
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REFERENCE:  Albany teletype to Burcau and Seattle, dated July 26, 1950.
Scattle teletype to Burcau and Albeny, dated July 28, 1950
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Oﬂ‘ice Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

g TO :MB. C. E. HEWWAQ%QPK  DATE: August 31, 1951
| . : DATE: 12-11-2008 : N
FROM : MR. E. F. EMRICH } CLASSTFIED EY 60309 /uc/TAN KSR cb i
' f@i DECLAZSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(1) i
SUBJECT: HANS ALBRECHI BATHE 12-11-2031 ib6 —
: ESPIONAGE - R ( -
' b7C —
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED r??D —
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT —
PURPOSE mgﬂpﬂ SHOWN OTHERWISE i
- . Tele. RoOI___
To recommend that the Bureau immediately open osso___

a file in the above-captioned matter and conduct an ap-
propriate investigation relative to the agctivities and
assoctates of Hans Albrecht Bethe, Projfessor in the End;ggﬁ
Deparitment of Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, oY f - /
one of the leading nuclear physicists in the United States,

To advise that Bethe was investigated prior to
April, 1947, as an Atomic Energy Act applicant @s a result
-of which he was given a @ clearance by AEC,

To further indicate that recently upon interview
Bethe has admitted his association with Emil Julzus Klaus
Fuchs, convicted Soviet agent. Also, that Bethe's name was
Surnished to Julius Rosenberg, convicted Soviet agent, through
Harry Gold, confessed Soviet agent, by David Greenglass, in
June, 1945, as a possible recruit for the espionage network
and one whom Greenglass considered as "leftist! inclined,

r;&i_ﬁunihﬁn_advzse that Bosenberg is reported to have
ed that Bethe was one of the contacts of

¢ known member of the Rosenberg espionage network
who has fled the United States.

To note that Bethe is known to have expressed his
opinion wherein he advocated ¢ free exchange of scientific
data among all scientists, Further, that Bethe is expected
to attend the International Conference on Nuclear Physics to
be held in Chicago, Illinois, on September 17, 1951. }'

BACKGROUND G
:L!/ \ D et i /W / / -
it Hans Albrec@ﬁﬁégthe’was born in Strasbourg, Germany,

én_July 2, 1906, He recevved his Ph.D, degree in science from

fthe Unzverszty of Eﬁa&ﬁﬁf:t .Munzch Germany, and was there=-
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after employed as a lecturer and teacher of theoretical
physics in Germany until 1933. From 1933 to 1935, he
resided in England, performing research work at Manchester
and Bristol, Zngland. Bethe was brought to the United
States from England as a refugee from Germeny in 1935 b6
by the faculty of the Department of Physics, Cornell b7C

XUniversity, Ithacc, New York. Since that year, he has

\been a professor of physics at Cornell University.

s

From 1942 to 1943, Bethe was connected with the
Radiation Laboratory of MIT, Cambridge, Massachuseitts, and
Srom 1943 to 1946, he served as division leader in the
Theoretical Physics Depariment of the University of
California at Los Alamos, New Mexico. Since 1947, he has
been a consultant for the Brookhaven National Laboratory
and the University of California at Los Alamos. He i8 also
Enown to have served in an advisory capacity on the highly
confidential "Lexington Project" wherein the results of-.
research on the NEPA (Niclear Energy for the Propulsion of
Aircraft) Project were developed.

Bethe is married to| | who is
reported to be the daughter of a professor in Germany who
was fomous for his work in connection with X-rays. Bethe
received his United States citizenship on February 10, 1941,
at Ithaca, New York. (116-2241)

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION

Bethe was investigated in early 1947 as an

applicant under theAtomic Energy Act for the position of

consultant at the Brookhaven National Laboratory, Long

Island, New York. His associates and acquaintances reported
{him _to be of excellent character and reputation. . It was
indicated by these~ocquaintances that they considered him strongly
anti-Nazi _and anti-Comnunist. The investigation reflected that

ethe was _not c¢losely associated with his fellow staff member:

W at Cornell University, Philip Morrison, who was alleged to have
g worked closely with the Communist Party, although no actual
q@ CP membership was ever established., At the conclusion of this

investigation, Bethe was given a Q clearance by AEC. (116-2241)
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RECENT INFORMATION

- Bethe was known to be and admitted being closely
associated at Los Alamos with one _
an acdmitted CP member who was discharged from the project .
v o as g-security risk. He glso .admitted @ close association -
Vg | with [for the University
t of California ot Los Alamos.! was reported in
1948 to be a member of vario ontzacions which were
Communist infiltrated, and to be in contact with persons
having Communist sympathies. (116-8793-14;116-22541-34)

Bethe upon interview in February, 1950, admitted he
had known Emil Julius Klaus Fuchs, convicted Soviet agent,
gince 1934, having met him at the University of Bristol,
Zngland; JSfurther, that Bethe visited him in Schenectady, New

é@%@ j York, in 1946 and at Ithaca in the Spring of 1948 or 1949,
& ' Bethe visited Fuchs in England (Harwell)during the Summer of
1948, (65-568805-326)

An article appeared in the New York Journal American
on FPebruary S5, 1950, wherein Bethe is quoted with respect to
his knowledge of the activities of Fuchs., According to one
of the press correspondents, Bethe, subsequent to his official

@vg statement as appearing in this article, commented off the
Q% o record that he could understand why Fuchs did what he did. He
R Xwas reported to be sympathetic with Fuchs' attitude because

"After all, a scientist is of the world and works for the
world,” (65-58805, Sub 4)

{

David @reenglass, confessed Soviet agent, advised
previously that he furnished the name ojf Bethe to Rosenberg
along with a 1list of scientists employed at Los Alamos. Further,
that he never met Bethe but from conversation with several of

\gthe employees had gained the impression that Bethe was "leftist"
jjinclined. These employees upon interview denied ever making

b6 such statements or implications concerning Bethe. Greenglas

b7C yon interview on July 2, 1951, advised that he furnished the

L

aname of Hans Bethe to Harry Gold, confessed Soviet agent, on

June 4, 1945, as a possible Seui uit. He
stated that, according to one his fellow
employee at Los Alamos, Bethe Was 4 Communist. e mentioned

SERET TR RN LT

that he gave Bethe's mome pursuant to a request received through




his wife who, in tura, had received her instructions from
Julius Rosenberg, convicted Soviet espionage agent, He
indicated that the list including Bethe's name was there-
after turned over by Gold to Anatole Yakovlev, then Vice
Consul of the USSR Consulate in New York., Greenglass
informed that he never thereofter spoke to Rosenberg or.
Gold about Bethe, nor _does he know whether Bethe was ever—

p

actually req;gited»intawgéplonage work. (65-5g8mnsmmt a2l
b1
[T vovooy
On April 4, 1951, edvised that Rosenberg,

while discussing Alfred Sarant, a known member of the Rosenberg
espionage network, who has fled from the United States,
indicated that. Sarnn+ .hqd o contoct din Lornell Unzuerszty whom
he mentioned as_being a (phonetic). On o

27, 1951, this same INFOTMaR ated that he was Sub-ve
sequently advz ed by Rosenberag that Sarant had two excglleric

s0 1 e | ic) and b7D |
or he =< T ThAAT RBosenhero
wasS reyerring to

both of whom were in the Physics Department afJ
Cornell Universityg. b7D

It is noted that Sargnt upon interview przor to
his departure from the United States admitted a social
acquaintance with Bethe, who sponsored his (Sarant's) entrance
into the graduate school at Cornell University. Further, it
is mentioned that there was located among Sarant's possessions
a receipt dated March ?, 1949, from the Robinson Airlines
calling for the airline's transportatzon of Phtlzp Morrison
to New York City. Sarant was unable to explain in whct manner
he obtained possession of this receipt.

During the permissive search of Sarant's home a
letter dated September 21, 1946, was located., This letter,
which was written by Williem Perl, another member of the

SECEET




f

Rosenberg espionage network, advised that he, Perl, had
heard and seen Bethe at the Physics Society meetzng and -
considered him "hot stuff.” 65-59336, NY rep 8-16-51)

Bethe is reported to have attended a conference
of the world's leading nuclear physicists which was held .
under the auspices of in Denmark during June, b7C
1951. He is also expected to aitend an International
Conference on Nuclear Physics which is- to be held in Chicago,
Illinois, during the period September 17 to 22, 1951,

OBSERVATIONS

As is previcusly indiccted in this memorandum, the
ncme of Hans Bethe was jfurnished to the Soviets by David
Greenglass on June 4, 1945, as a possible espionage recruit.
This was done under the instructions of Rosenberg, who
headed ¢ Soviel espionage network comprised of persons with
scientific background who were concentrating their efforts
to obtain confidential data pertaining to aeronauitical,
scientific and atomic energy research and development in this
couniry.

It will be recalled that Alfred Sarant, who had been
residing in the apartment at 65 Moriton Sireet, New York City,
which has been almost positively identified as the conspiratorial
aparitment which was used for photographic work on the part of
members of the Rosenberg espzonage network,mmoved to Ithaca,

New York, in September, 1946, in order to pursue groduate work
at Cornell University. Sarant, according to his own staiement,

first made the acquaintance of Hans Bethe through his fother-

in-law, Victor K. D. Ross, in July, 1946, and Bethe consented .,
to sponsor Sarant’s entrance into the graduate school at b6
Cornell University. It is noted, however, that Sarant con- bIC
tinued to pay rental for the 65 MOrton Street apartment untzl b7D
January, 1950, during which period the apariment wq,

r ortion qf time by Joel Barr, William Perl and
Barr and Perl are known to hane heen gctive members
of the Rosenberg espionage paerallel and is alleged

to have been one of the lateat recruits in thet group, according
to information obtained from

b6
b7C
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As Saraent is known to have been an active member
of the Rosenberg espionage network, it appears that his
moving to Ithaca, New York, and continuing his studies at
Cornell University may have been done under the specific
instructions of Rosenberg. It is noted in this respect
that Morton Sobell, Joel Barr-aend Williem Perl, after
having been out ojf college for several years, re-entered
a leading university to pursue scientific studies. Further,
David Greenglass upon completion of his assignment at Los
Algmos was requested by Rosenberg to enter a university to
continue his scientific training,

It is logical to assume that Sarant, by reason on
his entree to Bethe through his father-in-lcw, was sent
to Cornell University in line with the efforts of the b2
Rosenberg espionage network to penetrate the field of b6
atomic and nuclear physics research, in which field Bethe b7cC

—mns 0 Jeading consultant. It is noted that, according to  b7D
Rosenberg has advised that he made several trips

_ to visit Sarant in Ithaca, New York, in order to pick up
espionage material. It would therefore follow that such
material wes undoubtedly obtained by Sarant at Cornell
University through his contacts there,
persons as Bethe, Philip Morrison, andl

a suspected member of the Rosenberg espionage network.

In this respect, both CGreenalass and
have advised that Rosenberg|

b2
b6
b7C
b7D

RECOMMENDATION

In view of the foregoing, it is recommended that an

SECRET
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Espionaoge - B file be immediately opened on Hans Albrecht
Bethe and that a thorough and extensive investigation be
conducted concerning this individual to determine his
activities, associates and contacts since 1947, This
investigation should also be for the purpose of ascertaining
the ertent of Bethe's associetion with Sarant and to further
explore the possibility that Bethe may have made availgble
to Sarant the NEPA or other confidential material which

was subsequently turned over to the Soviets by members of
the Rosenberg espionage network,
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ou are aware, an tmvcsﬁgcﬁen was eoR
" comeerning Hans Albrecht Bethe prier #s April, 1947,
applicant under the Atomic Energy Aes program. # . tavesti-
gation failed to develep any information indfeating that
Bethe was engageé in espionage or ssbversive activities. .
At the conclusion of the inuvestigation, Bethe wos given @
Q clearance and has served in the suwpaeity of eonsultanid,
bosh for AEC and the NEPA (Nuclear Fmargy for the Propulsion
of Aircraft) erganization. Duriny shis entire period, )
Bethe has retained his profsesorship fn& the ?hyﬂe; Dcpar*-
: ucnﬂ at Cernell University.

Begent u\farnatwa obtained in cameeﬁak widh
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" atomic oad. nuclegr physics resesrch, in sish field Pet
consuifant. It is hoted thad, socording t
Baumbng Aag admm that he mede several trip .
T8It Sarent in Ithaca, New Yowk, in order to piek up espionage
aaterial. i‘:i woa}.d therefare faihr« tkmﬁ ma& mterid wald

'a

Lo




b6

o havc b‘ﬁ&ﬂ ebtaim@‘ by &aﬁant et L’emll Kuia:mz%y fhmagh b7c_'
~.  Ris centacts im that Ims¥itwution oug whom mm Ee‘&&e, =
_‘Pkilip mﬁm@, ané | . ‘ s
| {4 ¢his *r\e_geo‘é%- betk Frosagiass’ nmdl |
b2
b6
b7C
b7D

o »iel vf thc far;@ing, it u mggag’#@d #hat the
- A.Ibuy dwiwmﬁ 5 3 ¢R an Pspisncge - B fﬁm irn this -
- matter and Wudiw% thoro ugh czmi eshanatine. v*im%&ﬂan to '
. “determine the aetivities, aussocigtes ead condedte o Bethe
., since 1947. g the course of this iaveskigetion, the

“ertent of Be qsawiaﬁva with Serent cssidly Ferl . CES
shoudd be devdloped. It is furthbsr re #hat ar efiford o
be made to Qetermine the pesaibiMiiy of B %s Raving made S
<. evaileble "o Berant the NEPL . data: m’ ethes afidenticl -
. materiel miﬂ: F 3 tumed wafr ‘0 tiu s»ﬁw& ¥ the Rasabcrg
eapiaaag& *ﬁr, R ] . ‘ k

S _ I:t k&a Mws Ieamed that Bem fs &Wﬂng i at#and L
“the Internationsl Confevence on Muclear Fhgaies to be held tu
. Chicago, Illiaepis, durimg the pc??ed ﬂ‘iptmcr 17 through
L 22, 1951, Phw i Ay divtsion sBosld i fately furnish i'ba
" observations ok ke type. of mmm;@ + ebRsiders
should be af} & to Bethe during dis of@endancs st this o
conference. A photogreph of Beihe should m@&wml ke . e T
._naﬂe amiiam - Bhe Burean as ‘well on $he %‘i@am dzuiamm

IRt ?his m%w sheoald receive wur tmﬂiefm and
eX P4 jittew adbention and the inpegtiguiton should be assigm’d
to arperienced egenis wko are mizm m_\ e Sa#ﬁmt and
Rzueaberg aad rélui%ad cﬁzeu T

) Thz.s mvesmgamon should ‘be conducted on @ hzghly
dzsgree-ﬁ baszs zn vzew of Bethe s. pramznence zn the scwntzfzc
Sfrelds vl T T T -




TALL IH#DHI&TILH COHTATHNET:
- “HEREIN.T3 UNC LASSTFIED R
DATE . DB—"B*’-DDE BT ED"::;UI" fLE. *”DLE;"PTIT,'U

Septomder mzﬂl

o e, fJ

“o R
Py
A o SR s T
S . ] :
et UE
RO ’

o g‘ i»:em*iu, the By

o Ina}caﬂ ia b&fllgg tp
for Rysleak aw tc of e

. «Sepw:r I¥ to u, 195145

The dtomic Energy ¢ Maatssion A miviua sho¥ Ny

'ubiﬂt bas baen iuuidgd to avtend g orenody; . Tou :
| are régussied to asserdain if sudjess nﬁl ¢ n&"u& :
o conference snd inmediately advies She maogg G,[’chc and -
' the Zureocs. In the rwut sub;ng *ym ugtend hhe cou,fcmﬁpﬁ;
e yoi should fwmedtetel krn of summary o tAs

R infermation in penr [11 zubjm% to e Chicage
\3:,} Of L5, tegether wisth any cddniml Snforngdton whLeh |
Ty - you gy obssia wralotiag te Als arrengemdnis fer am[

t the VomSerance, #ig. tins pf arrival m asns of betal . R

where he wgpecits do atsy. $he Caso Offte% Bus biva oy

= instructsd 10 cabertain sidudect’s ced :Hiu during dhe = /

coa,formg, BArough spetor sad r:yu,‘!ar i Ql&tc and -

o soLrces aﬁil&blc to m»p of/tees’ R o

s m sy0as wg ful mi» addﬂ#ﬂd comgc of
the uabjwi‘ét dotivities ia wrfunud, SNe Bwreou ond the
Chicage Offiae shouid be preoxpsly Infermed &7 dhe bype o.{
ecnmw du&mfd ayd Yhe mu Jor poxr nwu*t. '

et - cat‘wp :
.4 WD‘.“me& |

’\‘e

Y

-"4‘ e "J
re-

- &7

b
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. GAC, ALBANY
nmem, i1

, <)
ARG ALURNCET BETHE
| RSFIONAGE - R

. " Remylst 9/5/51 in which you were rcqmm to immedintely
instisute an invesstigation en a highly discrest basis cmmzng the
abau-cmwmd ink{viduval. AL

. 3 lttentioa is invited te the yeport
of Special mq dated Augypet 7, 1950, at Seattle, bgc

Washington,
interview pravicusly had with subject Berkthe..

It is desired that the results of this interviev should be
mmrlyutremmyewzuuaummmtmua:m
suitable for &mnunon. ‘ ,

- EIFE:hc/Q,./

- ' ;;!L TNFORMATTON CONTATNED

HEREIN. I5 UNCLASSIFIED
T eUEZE/UC/LPADCG AR

DATE 09-29-2006 BY

September 12, 19%1

)

14

mthollrﬁds“smtmm“heutuunmluofm

GLR S

 RECUKWED - 46,

: SEP 14 1951,

=




~2. 4-41a
/ . B " I . T E L ETY I: mL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEEEIN I5 UNCLAZSIFIED

D E c o {/E{D c o P Y LATE 09-22-Z008 EY ESEE%EE;LP;DCGER
FBI, ALBANY 9-13-51 6:12 PM FIM e —
IRECTOR, FBI AND SACS, NEW YORK AND CHICAGO “
URGENT /ng%“::

0‘*‘“"~t—7b6 f—7/
b7 C

- HANS ALBRECHT BETHE, ESPIONAGE - R. SUBJECT IS ARRIVING
IN NYC SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 16 NEXT FROM EUROPE BUT MOD
OF TRAVEL NOT YET ASCERTAINED. WILL BE IN CARE OF HIS MOTHER
MRS. ANNA BETHE, CRYDERS POINT, BEECHURST, LONG ISLAND, ALL | >
DAY SUNDAY AND WILL LEAVE FOR CHICAGO THAT NIGHT PRESUMABLY
BY PLANE TO ATTEND THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF NUCLEAR

,~ PHYSICS. 1S RETURNING TO ITHACA, NY, SEPTEMBER 20. NY WAS
FURNISHED PHOTO OF SUBJECT IN ITS COPY OF LETTER TO BUREAU
FROM ALBANY DATED MARCH 10, 1950 IN FOOCASE. SUBJECT DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS - AGE 45, BORN JULY 2, 1906 AT STRASBOURG, FRANCE, -
HEIGHT FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, 190 POUNDS, EYES BLUE, BLACK e
WAVY HAIR, VERY HEAVY AND RECEDING AT FOREHEAD, HAS SLIGHT p7c
ACCENT AND 1S _VERY PRECISE IN SPEECH. SUBJECT-S I
AND CHILDREN,| AND [ ] MAY BE ACCOMPANYING HIM, NY
WILL CHECK PLANE AND BOAT ARRIVALS FOR SUNDAY MORNING AND WILL
ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE WITH CUSTOMS FOR SEARCH OF BAGGAGE. WILL
ASCERTAIN AND ADVISE CHICAGO METHOD OF TRAVEL TO THAT CITY SO
THAT ARRIVAL AND ACCOMMODATIONS THERE MAY BE IMMEDIATELY
ASCERTAINED. ALBANY 1S ATTEMPTING TO ASCERTAIN FURTHER

INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS ARRIVAL 1IN NYC.
é5 (oux..,,« 7E - //'/3

WA 6:40 PM OK FBI WA NLT  RECORDED - 14p f

NY OK FBI NYC WHL 3LR-9 iﬁnmw

CG OK FBI CG JH -

RECE I VED: 9-13-51 6:33 PM RTL /\gg?//
. \/ N

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in

5(,v/ order to protect the Bureau's coding systems.

” HM_::C 7f
HQ Coi b "HAT




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

CoP Y HEREIN IS UHNCLAS3IIFIED
DATE 08-28-z2006 BY 60322/ /UC/LF/DCG/R

Tolson
Laad
Clege
Glavin

0}) WAEHINGTON 3 NEW YORK 1 FROM CHICAGD 15 11:11 PM

Tracy

DIRECTOR AND SACS, NEW YORK AND ALBANY DEFERRED

v 6 JAlden
HANS ALBRECHT BETHE., ISR, REBULET SEPTEMBER 11 LAST. "
NS

INFORMANT ADVISED UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO HAS MADE RESERVAT

FOR SUBJECT AT HOTEL WINDEMERE, CHICAGO FOR THREE NéGHTS’_* f

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 16 NEXT. FOR INFORMATION., , - 64373 —’/Z:,;
; .

G 1R-S O—CONNOR SEP 19 1951

oy f.v2
/

/ALBANY TO BE ADVISED REGORDED - 38 Q{J
7]

\p{) TRANSHITTED TO NEW YORK BY TELETYPE _yqq1
RECEWVED: 9-16-51 1:38WFLY  RTL

outside the Bureau, 1t is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in
order to protect the Bureau s coding systems.




- ®B.1. TELETYP

LL THFORMATION CONTATHEL

HEEETIN I3 UNCLAZSIFIED
‘ DATE 03-29-2006 BY olsnaUC/LP/DCG/RW
DECODED\COPY i
Clegg
glavin
Nichols ___

N 12 CHICAGO 1 FROM NEW YORK 15 11:45 AM““

E‘ﬁn\ i'b‘% A

\D SAC URGENT

HANS ALBECHT BETHE; ESP-R. RE ALBANY TEL SEPTEMBER 13, LAST,’
“ 6:12 P.M. ONLY SHIP ARRIVING NEW YORK SEPTEMBER 16, NEXT IS (:J

| §§ SS GEORGIC, GUNARD LINE. SUBJECT NOT LISTED ON PASSENGER

j“ MANIFEST OF THIS SHIP, LIST OF PASSENGERS ARRIVING AT {DLEWILD

f% ON OVERSEAS AIRLINES NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL AN HOUR OR TWO BEFORE

S>\\ ARRIVAL, CHECK OF AMERICAN AIRLINES REVEALS THAT SUBJECT HAS
N RESERVATION ON FLIGHT 129 LEAVING LAGUARDIA FIELD, NEW YORK CITY,
QQ: - 9:00 P.M., DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME, ON SEPTEMBER 16, NEXT FOR CHI-
CAGO, THIS RESERVATION WAS BOOKED FOR SUBJECT THROUGH THE
ROBINSON AIRLINES, SUBJECT IS ALSO ON THE WAITING LIST OF
- ROBINSON AIRLINES FOR FLIGHT 30 LEAVING CHICAGO SEPTEMBER 19,
) EN ROUTE TO BUFFALO. STOPS HAVE BEEN PLACED WITH CUSTOMS TO
7 OBTAIN BAGGAGE SEARCH WHEN SUBJECT ARRIVES AT IDLEWILD. -
BUFFALO WILL BE ADVISED FURTHER OF ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY OFFICE
OF ORIGIN, ALBANY, NEW YORK WILL VERIFY DEPARTURE AND TELE-
PHONICALLY ADVISE CHICAGO OF SUBJECTS DESCRIPTION AND DRESS.

ALBANY AND BUFFALO ADVISED
NY R 12 WA RC

RECEIVED: 9-15-51 12:04 PM RCS
t)IB \gF Py §45257:@§c5€?j7535—’

AL
i \.’ SEP 19 ! r; /A%, ;
RECORDED -+ -1SEP 119 1

< - h .
1f the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated
outside the. Bureau, it is suggésted that it be suitably paraphrased in
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems.

53 00719 181

TRANSMITTED TO CHICAGO




na I. TELETYPE® —
LL INFOBRMATION CONTAINED

T s ’ HEFEIN IS UNCLA33IIFIED
DATE 08-25-z008 EBY 603ZZ/UC/ LP;DI"Lr ‘BIT

DECODED coOPY . Tolmon __

Ladd

Clegg
Glavin

gaore.
Nichols
losen
(7
offiodt
p J
fin

WASHJNGTON FROM NEW YORK 11 16 10:%2 PM

IRECTOR  URGENT oo

HANS ALBRECHfZBETHE ESP - R. SUBJECT DEPARTED NYC EIGHT TWENT

PM, EST FLIGHT OUNE TWENTY NINE AMER. AIRLINES DUE TO ARRIVE 5

)/u CH|CAGO TEN FIFTY CENTRAL STAN: TIME, NO SIGNIFICANT CONTACTS
NOTED AT NYC, CHICAGO TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED OF DEPARTURES ,

M/w/

ALBANY, BUFFALO AND CHICAGO ADVISED
NY R 11 WA AS
RECEIVED 9-16-51  11:00 PM HL

ﬁ;ﬁﬁa=a*ﬁ¢%ﬂé?ér‘¥ggﬁL

RECORDED-;\\\%{;I S 403’73’/1/5

" sep 19 1951
P
/
(v

1f the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems.

"‘j L9 3N ?"“&‘?2 """} é@ﬁ

ik %3’ i L $aday




MB.l. TE IYPEQ iy
LL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEFEIN I3 THCLASSIFIED
. DATE 08-25-2006 BY o0322/UC/LP/DCG/B
ED COPY ‘ -

‘\ Ladd

- , Clegg
& / e // Glavim ______
Nichols ___

0sen

c.

DECO

5}) WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 16 16 7:35 PM
IRECTOR “
 URGENT

HANS ALBRECH%ZEETHE ESP-R. SUBJECT ARRIVED AT IDLEWILD
ALRPORT, NYC, AT 12:15 PM, EDST, ON FLIGHT 935 OF TWA. HE
ﬁ?: WAS TRAVELlNG ALONE #ND WAS NOT MET BY ANYONE. HIS BAGGAGE
; WAS CHECKED BY CUSTOMS, HE WAS CARRYING A NUMBER OF WHITE
\" MANILA ENVELOPES CONTAINING VARIOUS MANUSCRIPTS IN GERMAN AND — __
MATHEMATICAL FORMULA. HE LEFT IDLEWILD AT 12:55 PM BY CAB AND vvc
ARRIVED AT CRYDERS POINT AT 2:00 PM STAYING WITH HIS MOTHER
AT MICHELS A BOARDING HOUSE OPERATED BY L.J. MICHELS, ALL
OFFICES WILL BE ADVISED OF SUBJECT=S DEPARTURE FOR CHICAGO

TONIGHT.

P

ALBANY, BUFEALO AND_CHfCAGO ADVISED

NY R WA 10 NRJ
RECEIVED: 9-16-51 . = 7:52 PM RTL

< 5=C f’%”//7

«eGORDED ="\ ¢55 7o 961 |
&

18
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated
outgide the. Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. .

fﬁfﬁé

L2 00T 100627




WHERE -

23T ITHPDRMATION CONTALINED DECLASSTFY ON: 25X 3.3(1)
HEREIN I3 UNCLAZSIFIED EXCEPT 12-13-2031 ' o T e
SHOWH OTHERWISE - RS —
PETRRF Y Saptenher—it; i baL
Nrwsder, P}
ALVRED FPANERANNOS RRLEY, was, _ S _
MPIONACE ~ B —~,

DATE: 1Z2-13-2006

FBI INFO. I
CLAZEIFIED B SZ ueslpSdy/diT

Neulat fuguat 29, 19I1, in the abeve-supkisnnd ebter u-ﬂf—_‘
questing osrtaln investigasion st Cornmell Unkvenalty Sohuratery o
daseraine tha asecssibllity of &5 ‘Ruslesr Toswgy Ry FMrepulaten

of Alvearaft: axd < hay sluseificd \7'151 % Sevants duving She period

af kix enpleyoarot thenm,

I

. -
4 C 5 )
A~ 0375~
OT RECORDEND

rrs
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- SELT g

ORIGINAL COFf FILED IN ¢4
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, CALL THFOER ‘TICIIJ FDIJTAIIJ‘ED ‘
. | HEFEIE- THTIHC LAS JJ;FIED C ¥
R v,DaTE DB-‘?‘Q—‘TDDE B ED‘*ZZ‘;UI’"-*LE sDLr r‘pm

.‘ &w, Albany : o ‘ | o ,, Sap‘#féﬁr e

o emecter, mer

9 " HANS ALBRECET wﬁm:' T I ST T
G wRdlgr -z o s

- Esbalat Septmber 35 1%1, in ﬁkieﬁ you. ”CNM::/ '
g #eated 4o conduct am inwstig&*btd‘a mi‘bh respae# to -t P
o aboﬁﬁeapﬁened tndiy f_‘_t,:ual. L v
‘The Bureau was rtcemﬂy furnwh“ wiﬁh a oopy
uumeation dated July 6, 1951, frek 8 A
e ho, -according to xr. Br.;aa Ls H&nn Chi L b
z$¥ington Aree Security Ofirgce; AKC, i ool id&rc 73 hc g
- highly rélicble, This let®¥r, o copy of whio‘h is. bemg SR
- atteched hereto for vaur ‘ingwrration, as well he informg= t’»
- tion of the New York affice, wos direecad to ‘
< who was formerly a| ssigmd to. the Manhattak Engi:zcwing
- District durd : p 4G is presently an attorney in Kebgrk,
- New Jeresey. is o ocentact of Mr. Lo Plant, ol
‘ mcde #ﬁia le ter avazlfzﬁgie 0 iihe Burcau. R £

. ' Iau will note thqt -b?w eamumeumon ewtaim .
‘. "geertain information concersing the 5,000 word arﬁa!g which e
" subject Bethc prepared for gubhcaﬂon in the "Smm{fw . b7Cw
fimerioan, bu‘b whzch arttcie Bes aupprca“md‘ by .UC'; L R ST

S g t% ne L cL e

o g\} Avtogmel T Ty s
des New York, (Atta gt). e T T
o /f'/' EE e Ty

I

CGLR2 .

) N
LI
[{,}) ‘cc;.'.-_' lOO 38242’7 (.S‘czentsz Amerzcan)

1,,,-;-'?“’797 R uﬁm\‘“‘“ %’%j w 5’ %0 3‘/3 "‘z’w

o S | E} vilg SEpv% 1951 i

JG‘, - new lee‘/
w

hogs ..

avin

tchols

ogen.

racy .

arbo

Lden

glmont,
jughlin
br .
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. w5 4 GHLL THNFORMATION CONTAINED
HEFEIN I3 UNCLA3ZSIFIED

S s DATE 09-25-2008 BY o0322/UCFLPS
F;/c N -fAPS'P —qu ropEes

N - o
: =

172 pew b5 file - op

Hows  F1dpech 4 Bethe

R

— (,d ¢

/




3

!LL IIIFDPH&TIDII L,DITTAII-IED ' / 3
» HEFEIIJf T}HELAEEIFIEI' S
s . DATE 09- 54 200e E‘ 5@52(2,?UC;‘1LP:"DCG.€'H

Jdly 6, 1951 _
: \ ) : R ". ‘.' a \‘

Memo tol |‘

I can give you a anlck suaning up of the Mfomation' on L'eonv'Svii'fky,' I
but this is only'of a oreliminary nature and for your i-mediate ¢ 'posps

. _ s ‘b7C
in getting some word to the ARC man.whom you know. ‘

Svirsky is listed on the maat.head “of Scimuﬁc American as llanag.lnp o
Editor. The oubli.sher is Gerard Piel, and tne Edit.gr is Donnis namgm

One of t.he contributing editors 18 Janes ‘%. Neman, who is also a

' left-wiqger and an exprart, on thv abom bomb° also a contributine editor )

to New. Repuhlic md doea a lot of leftlah wri.t.i.ng on gtom bomb questions.u

!ou wlll find him i.n Who\s V’ho. . He 'is a lawyer by profession. We havo in
our f'iles an indication t,h'=t he is or- was ‘at: one time adviser t.o

President Trmnan on atomic quest.iona, a.nd I can hardly th:.nk of & worse .

cho‘.ce.' I've followed his line ror a long ti.-ne. It. isn't actua.lly tho.

Comn‘.m‘ st. line, but it's close enouph tb it to be very dist\u'bhg. o
E -

I imaglne \{cxlab may get some of his ideas from Newman because they run :

| | s T e

pretty close. to,—'ether. oL Lo L - L ' K

Scientiric Americm runs. bo the sort of stuff vhich the %oviota wou.,.d ]\j.ko

to see in'a ponu..ar scientific Jouma.l, including left—wi'xg authors on

' atomic anergy and security quest.ions. There runs throuph nearly all t,ho ;*._'

SoPImS, BJSTROYLJ L ey ’;)/ Sotio g
L RARA DEC & i3 Lo

1ssuas 8 gmeral vein of anti-security editorial policy. Moab signihcant

' of' this aort of nateri..l is 1n the M=y 1951 i"ae, at page 3" wherq thoy
) h

deride the idea t.hat the Rosenberg-Sobell t!'ial, at which Greenglass
N

testified, dealt. w.lth real security -natters uh(.t, it, was - vj.'t:e.l t,o keeo aécrot.. .

R}

@

‘The theme 13 that tbe atom bonb is S0 comolex that no inrﬁnaual could do mu

harn by revealing a detail.

VoA S S -




CEANN Co . . R L :
. B ) P 3
7 wo .o o . i .
. . e S .
N :

: — T b6l‘"
Memo to - July.6, 1951 | o Lyc R

. . : . .. b6
- T ~ b7C

N ) . i . N . - s

"Amor_\g"-'l\eft,-vd.ng authors ar.e:. the British| B very excited “}_Jﬂ*

" arguer for the idea that atomic information should not. be aeére_t-,_ and

a Commie;’ I’believe°| |formerly of PM, andTn | /-

et

hY
|:|for another left-wing group,| | who was the discovarer

. of carbon ll. and the inventor of a new process for making iron 55, -

.a very conoet,ent atom scient.i.at. 'ho ‘was a contact with Russian spiea;

- t.here vms testimony that, he t.aught. at a sebret echool fot, :

. revolution - I'd be fairly sure he was a party mevnber' Janes R. Neman, -

. contributing edltor, already mmtioned, reviews things frequently from

the left.—wing anti-secm'ity standpoint,| | part.y-li.ner on

atomic energy and aecrecy, Hans Bethe, who was against, the H bo'nb de-

'velomant and holds t.hat our best and orooer defense against Conmuntsm
13 prosoerit.y, and he: alao attacked separatism and a\mra-nat.ionalium, S
_which are weys of expressing the aupoort of the "One VJorld" idea and

"~ that everybody should - share the bomb and ot.her atomic energy 3ecret _

.mat.ters, Russian-bom,

* who .was in Lentngrad and is now at George waehington University. ‘

< &.nother writer is ‘l'heodor Rosebury, bacterioloncal warfere expertg and
cloae in on aecret information of a most important sort..: He haopens also "

A\ S
to, have Ueen on cu'e Board of D:I.rect.ors for some yeare. ._ : L

/

Thia Lnfomat.ion about mthora 13 not complete but. Just a qu.ick curvcy, s
, . as we did not _have a fall’ ﬁle of back n\-bera to vm-k wit.h, b\tb onl: a feu.

The Walter Gellhom %ok a long and ctudied attack upon eecurlty nmcedurcs, '
received a veu favorable review. - B ‘ )

~ Lo -0 N

.negarding'the Fm’:hs caee (which( really provéd’_y.m,.sém{iruy should be ’




~

bé

Memo t .= July 6, 1981 ~ b7C 3,

'greatly tigttened and should have teen ¢ glteﬂcd in the paat\ trey took

the ground th&t thut ‘case wes proof that secrecy wes futile and imaossi?le

~vdth hundreds of . thouoands of neople worklnt on a hi gtly iniricste scien-

tiffe Job. B

SVirsky ves fired fror.fhé'World Téleéfrm;tec:u:o nf his lefteving qlaniing

of &an educational’qolhmn which he ran. Must have been pr ity band becaure

the_hewspapers ﬁeie_yery much scared of o fight wiCL the flewepzyper Cuild

,and'the NLRB at that timg.f.Theh he went to\Tine's staff; along-with”a

léro" of Niqman fellows at,h&rvard.<' o I L

f
‘Caroline Hnrx fron_.he ¥ rld Telegrnm. He was a member of tho left-wing

GfbﬁP in the Newaaper ulld and on & Co~witt~e for t%e clectinh of a

“John T. McMenus, Radi Fditor of PM end a formor Eadio Editor nf Tine,

\

and Présidenf'of;i' New York Newqpaner (aaiid in lQL,, WMo wae a candidate

» P ' -
of the Comuie gro) 1n‘the_Guild. Svirsky was also a sLockholder'ln-Pm.\ g

«

891rsky,wis ¢h  f edltor of 8- book celled Your NPWap?N“r’ xhkc* nlays up’

Aleft-wing regbrters as doing a good Job and at*nck* xxvht~91ng reporte

i

N

as’supprew ng or diqtorting the news. - Tne book 2180 imo_ios th-t tie

hiighi—wi ers whoopbd up our dislike of Ru351a and’ North Korru and he;ved

Vv

,incite s tb war. The other authors of t. iq book vere other mewburs of e

o

N

Wy h”reapect to one ibsue"or Scientific Ancrican, a 5,070-word article by

Bethe was aunnressed on account of four tech ulcnl paragﬁanhs,’by order of

© the AFC - April 1950. .In one =tory on this inciders, Bethé'wés'idenﬁifiad

asfﬁnéitime #hief{éf ;heoretical physics at Los Alanos". Three thousand

-ty

‘copies already run of f were burned, type was melled down, and every galley

,proof'anéfscript 1mpouﬁded.
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DECLASSIFIED BY e032Z/0C/LFP/DCG/RN
ON 09=-29-2006

R

65-60393 |
¥IA LIAISOR
b6
b7C
Date: October 23, 1951
To: Atomic Emergy Commission
Building T-3 ‘
28th and Constitution Avenue, N, #,
¥Yashington, D, C,
Attention: Cantain John A. “aters
Director
Diviston of Security
L From: John Edgar Hoower, Director

Tedercl Burecu of Investigation

Subjeet: HANS ALRRICHT RETHE
ESPTONA0E « B

reference is mode to my leiter of September 18,
1951, in the abovtucuptioncd matter wherein your Cbnniaaton
was furnighed with certain additional tnformation concerning
Dr, Hans Albrecht Bethe, You were advised at that time
that in view o” the additional allegations as to Or, Bethe
a further diescrecst investigation was being inctituted by
this Burecu for the purpore of detsrmining the extent of
his aszociction with Alfred Epaminendas Sarant, cnd hia
possible connection, if cny, with the activities of the
espionage parallel which wae operated by Julfus Zosenbersg,
o6 conyicted Soviet es2plonage agent,

There is being transmiited herewith for r
informction ¢ copy of the report ef Special Agent |
dated October 10, 1951, at New Iork City,

w, You will be kxept advised as to any pertinent
g&i develonnenta in connection with thir ‘nvestigation.

Attoch&oat o Jxvjﬁ
EFE: de dmd x‘

«rm&fir{) wsa |

VLo Kg 4%
o\'\\clﬂvw
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ALI; INFORMATION C OHNTATHED

STANDARD FORM 1{0. 64 B ~e 0 IH I3 UNCLASSIFIED
S 09-29-2006 BY ol322/UC/LF/DCG/RN

0]]&66 Memo’amdzmz UNITED STATES GOVEh

.

Director, FBI 2 PATE: 90T 1 0 1957

g FROM : SAC, New Yorkg

suBJEcT: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE
ESPIONAGE - R

Reference is made to the report of SA
| |dated October 10,1951, five copies of ;;;;;:;;3

encl <2d herewith. : g

P As per the request of Albany, arrangements were
ma-'€ to have the subject's baggage examined by Customs on his

~¢~rival from Europe. When the subject arrnﬁis baggage// ;

was examined by Inspector| i Number n P

‘- presence of SAS an H{s

baggage consisted of personal items of clothing and four white
manila envelopes containing various manuscripts in German and
mathematical formulae. This material was photographed and
translations of the manuscripts in German were made by the .

Translation Unit of this office.

: b6
} The translation reflects that the manuscripts bi7c
fhg> were entirely personal and contained nothing of interest.
opies of the manuscripts together with & summary translation bE

ﬁﬁ\’ of each are being submitted herewith. Copies of the Wmc
s v formulae are also being submltted to the Bureau and A any. vd
W ~
[y New York is not in =a p031t10n to judge the nature

q‘a‘» of thls material and it is suggested that the Bureau could b6

B

have the same examined either at the FBI Laboratory or through 1ic

liaison with the Atomic Energy Commission. The Bureau
?& advised that New York will have this material examined by @
“x, 4 lof Columbia University if it so desires. A
‘q‘\% , A photo record film is also being transmitted to 'c&
Ly H
.lnfj < £
: ("'if“vﬁhcs. (6@)
% R T Albany (68)
\? Ns . -
gAH tas b
- 6 1% R
5 1563 “..ﬁl‘M‘J\
et ﬁ‘(' ;};”
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATION

ITDCGERW

¥Form No. 1 . . . ‘
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ALBA‘NY } = ? NY FILE NO. 65 15836 MS .
REFORT MADE AT Fri . DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE RERORT MADE BY '
NEW YORK ocr. 1 0 1951 9/13 16 26 ﬂ/
TILE : . . S CHARACTER OF CASE
HANS ALBRECHT ,BE_THE o | ESPIONAGE - R’
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: B }Subgeet arrived International ﬁgc
' - Airport,. NYC, via TWA on 9/16/51, ‘
travelléd to his mother's home
at Cryders Point, Long Island,
o S and left L%*Guardla Airport,
- , o ~ 9:30 p.m., via American Air Lines,
ACINCY I - S enroute to Chicago. Interview

F. RIC'HA- L L5 % yith DENNIS FLANAGAN of “Seientific -
*“"‘/%5—4— American" and Dr. JOHN R. DUNNING
BA\ f Columbia Unlversity set forth

DETATLSe .. on September 16, 1951, a check was
N : ' maintained of all flights arriving at
A d§°/ : International Airport,  New York City,
Vq$v ' - - : commencing with the first Trans World
, JV ‘ Airlines flight at Ts 15 a.m. The '

4& . © . ‘subject arrived at 12:15 p.m. on Flight

\ .
% ‘ ?&  93-A of Trans World Airlines. He was
W
g u\ va - travelling alone and was not met by anyone.
| \” ¥ Al ' His baggage consisted of one metal hand-
I ,ﬁjﬂV‘ el bag and one canvas zipper-bag. His :
v f'zgtm o ~ baggage was checked through Gustoms.
. 24‘1,"‘2}\;" i Og; - " . ; ‘ ’ R ; : .
O “Bg;l. "UBn  BETHE left Tdlewild Alrport at 12:55 p.m.;
{ \v | oA %@%»~ 427@ travelllng by taxicab, and arrived at
W C Ik A ENCLOSURE ‘
- AI;P;‘:&IE;}A;% oy DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
D _ V 7/, oy, =
A 4 CEFLIZT5 -5
COPIES OF THIS REPORT "k’ ’ 0eT 11 1951
5~ Bureau (Enc. 1) ' Y I
L - Albeny, (Enc. 1) | ~ ) e

2- NW |

B

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS. CONFIDENTML REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED, TO YOU BY EF
AGERGY 70 WHICH LOANED. ‘ THE F8I AND AE NOT TO BE DISTRIBM OUTSIDE O
. # v. 8. covznnnsur pnmrme orrice a-59255—l .

i o ST e v o b
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NY 65-15836

: “ Cryders Point gt 2:00 p.m. —He staved at a boarding house
o named Michels, by|

H
5

' . It is noted that Cryders Point is a small section _
X in Beechurst, consisting of about ten homes in a private Ty
!4 location on a private road. : . b7C

The subject travelled by taxicab from Cryders s
+*  Point to La Guardia Airport, and left on Flight 129 of American
Air Lines at 9:30 p.m., enroute to Chicago. p1e

T LY IR
" On September 26, 1951, DENNISKANAGAN, Editor < U
Y~ of " ciqntlflc American," was interviewed by o
<t sA] ind the writer. P
. : <
FLANAGAN stated that he met BETHE in connection " 3
with~an_article of BETHE'S whichf was published by the . ’;
{  "Sclentific American.” FLANAGAY explained that he had been = e ;
by advised by a friend, one EUGENERRABINOWITCH of the Staff of 34- L7
3 the "Bulletin of the Atomic Sclentlsts," that BETHE had written®
an article on the hydrogen bomb. FLANAGAN advised that the =2
"Bulletin of Atomic Scientists’ is published in Chicago by =
the Fmergency Committee of Atomic Scientists and has a circu- §
lation of about 15,000 copies per month. He also advised that j
RABINOWITCH was a Professor of Physics at the University of Py
Illinois and was a co-editor of the "Bulletin." RABINOWITCH &,
suggested to FLANAGAN that the "Scientific American™ might  pem
Like to publish BETHE'S article. FLANAGAN advised that he &~
read the subject's article and BETHE gave him permission to %% .
have it published. 23 «
— \
FLANAGAN said that, when BETHE prepared the %% i
;n't:.cle, he had it mimeographed and circulated about twenty éﬁa 1
#0ples among his friends and among other people it 3&»@ ;
. BETHE sent one copy of the article to =5 R 4’
one of the Cive members of the Atomic Energy Commissiom %3 -
n the article was sent td he was away on vacation o8
\ﬂld not see it until the ™Sclentific American” had set up 8 <&
s Y

N .fﬁ% JLICATIONS INDUSTRY
\ 8ETHEEMPLOYED BY 4 j3n ) 73
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the article ld run off about 5,000 copies. The article

was sent to on a personal basis and, as a result, it .

was not examined by any other member of the Atomit Energy jigc
Commijssion durin absence, FLANAGAN stated that,

when read the article, he felt that it contained

certain material which should not be published. FLANAGAN

advised that the Atomic Energy Commission destroyed the

printing plates on the article and confiscated the 5,000 B
copies of the magazine that had been run off. FLANAGAN (
stated that none of the original copies of the magazine which
was published in April, 1950, was delivered to the news stands.

FLANAGAN stated that he talked with BETHE about
deleting the objectionable passages and they made several
deletions. The Atomic Energy Commission then approved the
article in its corrected form. ‘

: FLANAGAN advised that the article was a non-

technical article on why BETHE did not want the United States
to manufacture the hydrogen bomb. FLANAGAN stated that, since
the article was not technical, it did not occur to BETHE that
the information was not generally known. FLANAGAN stated that
BETHE opposed the manufacture of the hydrogen bomb because he,
BETHE, felt that this country could get by with the atom bomb
and that, in manufacturing the hydrogen bomb, we would have !
to manufacture fewer atom bombs. FLANAGAN stated that he - = f
believed that BETHE'S feelings were of a technical nature !
rather than =a politlcal nature. j

e S Y

FLANAGAN made available a copy of the April,
1950, issue of the "Scientific American," and photostatic
copies of the article by BETHE were prepared, one copy of
which is being forwarded to the Bureau and Albany as enclosures

herein.

FLANAGAN stated that he believed that BETHE had ‘ j
been cleared for classified work during the war and that - o
he did not know his political beliefs.

' On September 27, 1951, Dr. JOHN R. DUNNING,
Dean of the School of Engineering, Columbia Unlversity, New York




e B R S
*’;’; « x .\ b : ‘!‘E !' " +
: 5'f;§j
,Clty, was interV1ewed by SA and the writer.;ﬂ'

Dr. DUNNING- stated that he was familiar with the

'“501entific American,"” and belleved ‘that it is the- foremost

"maga21ne of 'its type in the country. He -stated that it is-

‘not a "left-wing magazine" and, as ‘a matter of .fact, takes *b7c
}no polltical pos1tion.t : . S

Dr. DUNNING stated that he was famlliar with the

' “c1rcumstances -surrounding-the publication of the subject's.

‘article 'in the "Scientifie American,” and believed that the

facts were the same as those mentioned by DENNIS FLANAGAN,
He stated that any. further inquiries in this regard to. establlsh

y the - 01rcumstances ‘of- the. publlshing ﬁf_thg_axtigl@_ggulgjbe .
-confirmed by discussing the samé wit ‘ of,

'"the Atomic Energy Comm1851on at Washlngton, D. Cay

" .. Dr. DUNNING stated that he knew Dr. | BETHE and “that -
he thought that BETHE had exerclsed "poor judgement" in publish-

"ing the.article. He stated that he did not belileve that BETHE'S‘

opposition to.the development of the: hydrogen ‘bomb._ was caused -

by any disloyalty to the United States. - He further. stated that.

Dr. BETHE -is a very .capable sciéntist and is playing a. foremost a

- part: today in the development of the hydrogen ‘bomb.

'ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU (1)

1 - Photostatlc copy of artlcle by HANS A. BETHE ‘
which appeared in - the “Scientiflc American"'v“

: ENCLOSURE TO ALBAVY (l)

e

l - Photostatlc copy of article by HANS A. BETHEV‘”
'j which appeared in’ the "801ent1flc Amerlcan“'

- REFERRED UPON' COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - -
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The Hydrogen Bomb:

In which the technical and strategic discusston of last

tssue is continued, and a proposal is made for a first

step 1oward the international control oj atomic weapons

AST month Louis N. Ridenour pub-
lished an article on the hvdrogen
bomb in this magazine. The dis-

cussion is continued in this second arti-
cle because of the tremendous impor-
tance of the issuce. Ridenour described
the essential parts of the theory of the
nuclear reactions in the hvdl()"cn bomb,
and also discussed the lll\c]v cﬂccts ()lr
the bomb on our military seenrity. |
agree entirely with his view that the cre-
ation of the H-bomb makes our country
more vulnerable rather than more se-
cure. It remains for me to discuss two
things: On the technical sidel 1 shall try
to cle ul!\' the many misconceptions that
have ucpt into the discussions of the
H-bomb in the daily press. On the po-
litical side, T wish to take up the moral
issuc and the meaning of the bomb in the
cenceral framework of our forcign rela-
tions.

Evervbody who talks about atomic
energy knows Albert Einstein’s equation
15 Mc*: wiz., the energy release in a nu-
cicar reaction can be calculated from
the decrcase in mass. In the fission of
the uranium nucleus, one tenth of one
per cent of the mass is converted into
energy; in the fusion of four hydrogen
nuclei to form helium, seven tenths of
one per cent is so converted. When these
statements are made in newspaper re-
ports, it is usually unp]u,d that there
ought to be some way in which all the
mass of a nucleus could be converted
into cuergy, and that we are mucly
waiting for technical developments to
ke this practical. Needless to say, this
is wrong. Physics is sufficiently far de-

by Hans A. Bethe

veloped to state that there will never be
away to make @ proton or a neutron or
any other nucleus simply disappear and
convert its entirc mass into energy. It is
true that there are processes by which
various smaller particles—positive and
negative clectrons and mesons—uare an-
nihilated, but all these phenomena in-
volve at least one particle which does not
normally occur in nature and therefore
must first be created, and this creation
process consumnes as much cnergy as is
afterwards liberated.

All the nuclear processes from which

EDITOR'S NOTE

The author is responsible only
for the statements that appear
in the text of this article. The
illustrations  and the  captions
that accompany them were plc
pared by the cditors. The infor-
mation contained in the illustra-
tions was compiled on the basis
of previously published material.

energy can be obtained involve the re-
arrangement of protons and neutrons in
nuclei, the protons and neutrons them-
sclves remaining intact. Hundreds of
experimental investigations through the
last 30 years have taught us how much
energy can be liberated in each trans-
formation, whether by the fission of
heavy nuclei or the fusion of light ones.
In the case of fusion, only the combina-
tion of the very lightest nuclei can re-
lease very large amounts of ecnergy.

When four hydrogen nuclei fuse to forn
helium, .7 per cent of the muss is trans-
formed into encrgy. But if four helinm
nuclei were tused into oxygen, the mass
would decrease by only .1 per cent; and
the fusion of two silicon atoms, if it ever
could occur, would release less than .02
per cent of the mass. Thus there is no
prospect of using elements of medium
atomic weight for the release of nuclear
energy, even in theory.

HE main problem in the release of
nuclear energy in those cases that we

an consider seriously is not the amount
of energy released—this is alw ays large
cu()m_,h—l)ul whether there is o mecha-
nism by which the release can take place
at a sufficient rate. This consideration is
almost invariably ignored by science re-
porters, who seem to be incurably fas-
cinated by 5 =Mc®. In fusion the rate of
reaction is governed by entirvely different
factors lrom those in fission. Fission takes
place when a nucleus of uranium or phu-
tonium captures a neutron. Because the
neutron has no electric charge and is not
repelled by the nucleps, temperature has
no important influence on the fission re-
action:; no matter how slow the neutron,
it can enter a uranium nucleus and cause
fission. In fusion reactions, on the other
hand. two nuclei, both with positive elec-
tric charges. must come into contact. To
overcome their strong mutual electrical
repulsion, the nuclei must move at each
other with great speed. Ridenour ex-
plained how this is achieved in the lab-
oratory by giving very hl!_,h veleitics to
a few nuclei. This method is very ineffi-




cient because it is highly unlikely that
one of the fast projectiles will hit a target
nucleus before it is slowed down by the
many collisions with the electrons also
present in the atoms of the target. There-
fore the energy released by mlc]c wr reac-
tions in thesc laboratory experiments is
always much less than the energy in-
vested in accelerating the particles.

The only known way that cnergy can
be extracted from light nuclei by fusion
is by thermonuclear lc.mtlons, i.c., thosc
which proceed at exceedingly high tem-
peratures. The prime example of such re-
actions occurs in the interior of stars,
where temperatures are of the order of
20 million degrees Centigrade. At this
temperature the average energy of an
atom is still only 1,700 clectron volts—
much less than the energies given to nu-
clear particles in “atom smashers.” But
all the particles present—nuclei and elec-
trons—have high kinetic energy, so they
are not slowecl down by colhdmg with
one another. They will keep their high
speeds. Nevertheless, in spite of the high
temperature, the nuclear reactions in
stars proceed at an extremely slow rate;
only one per cent of the hydrogen in the
sun is transformed into helium in a bil-
lion years. Indeed, it would be catastro-
phic for the star if the reaction went
much faster. .

The temperature at the center of a
star is kept high and very ncarly con-
stant by an interplay of a number of
physical forces. The radiation produced
by nuclear reactions in the interior can
escape from the star only with great dif-
ficulty. It proceeds to the surface not in a
straight line but by a complicated, zig-
zag route, since it is constantly absorbed
by atoms and re-emitted in new dirce-
tions. It is this slow escape of radiation
that maintains the high interior tempera-
ture, which in turn maintains the ther-
monuclear reactions. Only a star large
cnough to hold its radiations for a long
time can produce significant amounts of
cnergy. The sun’s radiation, for example,
takes about 10,000 years to escape. A
star weighing one tenth as much as the
sun would produce so little energy that
it would not be visible, and the largest
planet, Jupiter, is already so small that
it could not maintain nuclear reactions
at all. This rules out the possibility that
the earth’s atmosphere, or the ocean,
or the carth’s crust, could be set “on
fire” by a hydrogen superbomb and the
carth thus be converted into a star. Be-
cause of the small mass of the bomb,
it would heat only a small volume of
the earth or its atmosphere, and even
if nuclear reactions were started, radia-
tion would carry away the nuclear energy

much faster than it developed. and the
temperature wonld drop rapidly so that
the nuclear reaction would soon stop.

H thermonuclear reactions are to he
initiated on carth, one must take into
consideration that any nuclear energy
released will be carried away rapidly |)\

radiation, so that it will not be posslblc
to keep the temperature high for a long
time. Therefore, if the reaction is to pro-
ceed at all, it must proceed very quickly.
Reaction times of billions of years, like
those in the sun, would never Tead to )
appreciable energy release; we must
think rather in terms of millionths of
sccond. On the other hand, on carth we
have a choice of materials: whereas the
stellar reactions can use only the ele-
ments that happen to be abundant in
stars, notably ordinary hydrogen. we can
choose any clements we hl\(. for our
thermonuclear reactions. We shall ob-
viously choose those with the highest
reaction rates.

The reaction rate depends first of all.
and extremely sensitively, on the product
of the charges of the reacting nuclei; the
smaller this product, the higher the re-
action rate. The highest rates will there-
fore be obtainable from a reaction be-
tween two hydrogen nuclei, because hy-
drogen has the smallest possible charge
—one unit. (The principal reactions in

BLAST EFFECT of present and propesed atomic
weapons is projected on a map of New York City and
the surrounding arca. A uranium homb sct off above the
ScIENTIFIC AMERICAN office in midtown would cause se-
vere destruction within a radius of a mile (small circle)

hydrogen bomb 1,000 times more powerful would
causec severe destruction within 10 miles (large circle)

FLASH EFFECT of a hydrogen homb 1000 times more

powerful than present hombs would he relatively grea-

er than its blast effect. The Hivoshima homh caused
fatal burns at distances up 1o 4,000 to 5,000 feet (small
circley . A hydrogen homb would cause fatal hurns at
distances of 20 miles or move (large cirele) , The inhabi-
tants of Chicago and it suburbs could thus be wiped out.
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H+ H — Hi+¢ 1.4 mev
® + & — 8+-

l

100,000,000,000 years

H+H — He*+hv | 20 mev
Pt+o — B+~

H:+ H' — He*+ hv 5 mev .5 second
L+oe—§ +
.05 second

H2 + H2 — He'+n 3.2 mev
2+ —®+o0

l

.00003 second

H2+ H? — W+ i 4 mev
S+ —®+e

.00003 second

H'+ H? — He*+n 17 mev
P+8 — 8 +0

.0000012 second

H+ H' — He*+n+n | 11 mev
F+H— L +o+0

"=

THE NUCLEAR REACTIONS involving the three isotopes of hydrogen, HY,
H* tdeuterinm) and H* ttritiom) itlustrate a fundamental consideration in
making a hydrogen bomb. The reactions are at left, the encrgy released by
cach is in center. the time required for cacl iz at right, The reactions in-
volving the heavier izsotopes of hydrogen proceed at a much faster rate.

20
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stars are between carbon, of charge six,
and hydrogen.) We can choose any of
the three hydrogen isotopes, of atomic
weight one (proton), two (deuteron) or
three (triton). These isotopes undergo
different types of nuclear reactions, and
the reactions occur at different rates.

The fusion of two protons is called the
proton-proton reaction. It has long been

. known that this reaction is exceedingly

slow. As Robert E. Marshak stated in his

“article, “The Energy of Stars,” in the

January issue of this magazine, the pro-
ton-proton reaction takes 100 billion
years to occur at the center of the sun.
Ridenour pointed out that the situation
is quite different for the reactions using
only the heavy isotopes of hydrogen:
the deuteron and triton. A number of
reported measurements by nuclear
physicists have shown that the reac-
tion rates for this type of fusion are
high.

A further variable governing the rate
of the reaction is the density of the ma-
terial. The more atoms there are per unit
volume, the higher the probability for
nuclear collisions.

it is also well known, as Ridenour
noted, that the reactions would require
cnormous  temperatures. Whether the
temperature necessary to heat heavy hy-
drogen sulliciently to start a thermonu-
clear reaction can be achieved on the
earth is a major problem in the develop-
ment of the H-bomb. To find a practical
way of initiating H-bombs will require
much research and considerable time.

HAT would be the effects of a hy-

drogen bomb? Ridenour pointed
out that its power would be limited only
by the amount of heavy hydrogen that
could be carried in the bomb. A bomb
carried by a submarine, for instance,
could be much more powertul than one
carried by a plane. Let us assume an
H-bomb releasing 1,000 times as much
cnergy as the Hiroshima bomb. The ra-
dius of destruction by blast from a bomb
increascs as the cube root of the increase
in the bomb’s power. At Hiroshima the
radius of severe destruction was one
mile. So an H-bomb would cause almost
complete destruction of buildings up to a
racius of 10 miles. By the blast effect
alone a single bomb could obliterate al-
most all of Greater New York or Moscqw
or London or any of the largest cities of
the world. But this is not all; we must
also consider the heat cffects. About 30
per cent of the casualties in Hiroshima
were caused by flash burns due to the
intense burst of heat radiation from the
bomb. Fatal burns were [requent up to
distances of 4,000 to 5,000 feet. The
radius of heat radiation increases with
power at a higher rate than that of blast,
namely by the square root of the power
instead of the cube root. Thus the H-
bomb would widen the range of fatal
heat by a factor of 30; it would burn




people to death over a radius of up to
20 miles or more. It is too easy to put
down or read numbers without under-
standing them; one must visualize what
it would mean if, for instance, Chicago
with all its suburbs and most of their in-
habitants were wiped out in a single
flash.

In addition to blast and heat radiation
there dre nuclear radiations. Some of
these are instantaneous; they are emitted
by the exploding bomb itself and may
be absorbed by the bodies of persons in
the bombed area. Others are delayed;
these come from the radioactive nuclei
formed as a consequence of the nuclear
explosion, and they may be confined to
the explosion area or widely dispersed.
The bombs, both A and H, emit gamma
rays and neutrons while they explode.
Either of these radiations can enter the
body and cause death or radiation sick-
ness. It is likely, however, that most of
the people who would get a lethal dose
of radiation from the H-bomb would be
killed in any case by flash burn or by
collapsing or burning buildings.

There would also be persistent radio-
activity. This is of two kinds: the fission
products formed in the bomb itself, and
the radioactive atoms formed in the en-
vironment by the neutrons emitted from
the bomb. Since the H-bomb must be
triggered by an A-bomb, it will produce
at least as many fission products as an
A-bomb alone. The neutrons produced
by the fusion reactions may greatly in-
crease the radioactive effect. They would
be absorbed by the bomb case, by rocks
and other material on the ground, and
by the air. The bomb case could be so
designed that it would become highly
radioactive when disintegrated by the
explosion.  These radiouctive  atoms
would then be carried by the wind over
a large area of the bormbed country. The

radiouctive nuclei formed on the ground

would contaminate the center of the
bombed area for some time, but prob-
ablv not for very long because the con-
stituents of soil and buildings do not
form many long-lived radioactive nuclei
by neutron capture.

Ncutrons released in the air are finally

captured by nitrogen nuclei, which are
thereby transformed into radioactive car-
bon 14. This isotope, however, has a long
half-life—5,000 years—and thercfore its
radiouctivity is 1(,L1t|v<,]v weak. Conse-
quently even if many bombs were ex-
ploded, it is not M\L]y that the carbon 14
would become dangerous.

THE decision to proceed with the de-
velopment of hydrogen bombs has
been made. 1 believe that this decision
scttles only one question and raises a
hundred in its place. What will the bomb
do to our strategic position? Will it re-
store to us the superiority in armament
that we possessed before the Russians
obtained the A-bomb? Will it improve

our chances of winning the next war if
one should come? Will it diminish the
likelihood that we should see our cities
destroyed in that war? Will it serve to
avert or postpone war itself? How will
the world look after a war fought with
hydrogen bombs?

I believe the most important question
is the moral one: Can we who have al-
ways insisted on morulity and hunmn
decency between nations as well as in-
side our own country, introduce this
weapon of tota]l annihilation into the
world? The usual argument, heard in the
frantic week before the President’s deci-
sion and frequently since, is that we are
fighting against a country which denies
all the human values we cherish, and
that any weapon, however terrible, must
be used to prevent that country and its
creed from dominating the world. It is
argued that it would be better for us to
lose our lives than our liberty, and with
this view I personally agree. But 1 be-
lieve this is not the choice fucing us
here; T believe that in a war fought with
hydrogen bombs we would lose not only
many lives but all our liberties and hu-
man values as well.

Whoever wishes to use the hydrogen
bomb in our conflict with the U.S.S.R.,
cither as a threat ov in actual warfare, is
adhering to the old fullacy that the ends
justify thc means. The Ll]Ltcv is the more
obvious because our conflict with the
U.S.5.R. is mainly about means. It is the
means that the U.S.S.R. is using, both in
dealing with her own citizens and with
other nations, that we abhor; we have
little quarrel with the professed aim of
providing a decent stundurd of living for
all. We would invalidate our cause if we
were to use in our fight means that cun
only be termed mauss slaughter.

We believe in personal liberty and
human dignity, the value and irmpor-
tance of the individual, sincerity and
openness in the dealings between men
and between nations, prosperity for all
and peace based on mutual trust. All this
is in great contrast to the methods which
the Soviet Government uses in pursuing
its aims and which it believes necessary
in the “beginning phase” of Communism
—which by now has lasted 33 yeurs.
Regimentation of the private lives of all
citizens, systematic cducation in spying
upon onc’s friends, ruthless shifting of
populations regardless of their personal
ties and plc[ucnus, inhuman treatment
of prisoners in Yabor camps, suppression
of free speech, falsification of history in
dealing both with their own citizens and
with <>thu nations, violation of promises
and treaties and the distorted interpreta-
tions offered in excuse of these viola-
tions—these are some of the methods of
the U.S.S.R. which are hateful to the
people of the Western World. But if we
wish to fight against these methods, our
methods must be cleun.

We believe in peace based on mutual
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trust. Shall we achieve it by using hy-
drogen bombs? Shall we convince the
Russians of the value of the individual
by killing millions of them? If we fight
a war and win it with H-bombs, what
history will remember is not the ideals
we were fighting for but the methods we
used to accomplish them. These meth-
ods will be compared to the warfare of
Genghis Khan, who ruthlessly killed
every last inhabitant of Persia.

HAT would an all-out war fought

with  hydrogen bombs mean? It
would mean the obliteration of all large
cities und prob:ll)ly of many smaller ones,
and the killing of most of their inhabi-
tants. After such a war, nothing that re-
sembled present civilization would re-
main. The fight for merc survival would
dominate everything. The destruction of
the cities might sct technology back a
hundred years or more. In a generation
even the l\now](,d"c of technology and
science might (hmppc ., bccxmsn. there
would be no opportunity to practice
them. Indecd it is likely that technology
and science, having l)mught such utter
misery upon man, would be suspected
as works of the devil, and that a new
Dark Age would begin on carth.

\We know what ph\ sical destruction
does to the moral values of a people. We
have scen how many Cermans, already
demoralized by the Nazis, lost all sense
of morality when during and after the
war the bare necessities of life, food.
clothing and shelter were lacking, De-
mocracy and human decency were emp-
ty words; there was no reserve strength
left for such luxuries. I we have learned
any lesson from the aftermath of World
War H, it is that physical destruction
brings moral destruction.

We have also learned that prosperity
is the best shield against communisin wnd
dictatorship, and in this knowledge we
have poured billions into Western Eu-
rope to restore her economy. This gen-
crosity has won us more friends than
anything clse we have done. But after
the mext war, if it were fought with
atomic and hydrogen bombs, our own
country would be as grievously  de-
stroved as Europe and the U.S.S K., and
we conld no Tonger afford such gencrosi-
ty. It would be cveryone for himself,
and everyone against the other.

It is ironical that the U. S. of all
conntries should lead in developing such
methods of warfare. The military meth-
ods adopted by this nation at the outset
of the Sccond World War had the aim
of conscrving lives as much as possible.
Determined not to repeat the slaughter
of the First World War, during which
hundreds of thousands of soldicrs were
sacrificed in fruitless frontal attacks, the
U. S. high command substituted war by
machines for war by unpmtcctul men.
But the hydrogen homb carrics mechani-
cal warfare to ultimate absurdity in
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defeating its own aim, Instq\d Of sav-
ing lives. it takes many more lives; in
place of one soldier who would die in
battle, it kills a hundred noncombatant
civilians. Surely it is time for us to re-
consider what our real intentions are.

One may well ask: Why advance such
ar vumcnt> with reference to the H-bomb
and not atomic bombs in general? Is an
atomic bomb moral ‘ln(l a hvdrogen
bomb immoral, and if so. where is the
dividing line? I believe there was a deep
feeling in this country right after the war
that the use of atomic Tombs in Japan
had been a mistake, and that these bombs
should be eliminated from national arma-
ments. This feeling. indecd, was one of
the prime reasons l(n President Truman’s
offer of international control in 1943.
\We know that the negotiations for con-
trol have not led to success as vet. But
our inability to eliminate atomic bombs
is no reason to introduce a bomb which
is a thousand times worse.

When atomic bombs were first intro-
duced, there was a general feeling that
they represented something new, that
the thousandfold increase of destructive
power from blockbuster to atom bomb
required and made possible a new ap-
proach. The step from atomic to hydro-
gen bombs is just as great again, so we
have again an equally strong reason to
scek a new approach. We have to think
how we can save humanity from this ul-
timate disaster. And we must break the
habit, which seems to have taken hold
of this nation, of considering every
weapon as’just another piece of ma-
chinery and a fair means to win our
struggle with the U.S.S.R.

HAVE reviewed the moral issues

that should deter us from using hy-
drogen bombs even if we were sure that
we alone would have them, and that
they would contribute to, our victory.
As Ridenour explained. the situation is
rather the opposite. We can hardly ex-
pect to have a monopoly on hydrogen
bombs. If we ever had anv illusions
about this, the events of the past few
mmonths should have destroved them.
The U.S.S.R. has the atomic bomb. She
was undoubtedly helped in her efforts
by the secret information she received
from Klaus Fuchs, which presumably
included many of the vital “secrets”
of our project. But knowing how a
group of scientists put the bomb to-
gether would not by itself enable a na-
tion to make one. If Fuchs had ¢ given his
information to Spain, for instance, 1t
would hardly have been understood,;
would pruum.lbly not have been ubcd
and cven if used it would almost cer-
tainly not have led to success. T he prime
u,quuum,nts for the job still are a group
of highly capable scientists, a country
determined to make the weapon and a
great industrial effort. We know now, if
we ever doubted it, that the U.S.S.R.
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has all of thesc. For the Soviet sciéiitists * untold destruction but no decision. T

the information must simply have re-
solved many doubts as to which steps to
take next and saved a number of costly
and futile parallel developments.

Their. obvious competence will pre-
sumablv again bring success to the Rus-
sians w hcn they tlv to develop the H-
bomb. Yet their decisions and their suc-
cesses are not mdependcnt of our own.
Our decision to make the H-bomb, which
showed that we considered the project
feasible, mav well have prompted them
to take the same decision. For this rea-
son 1 think that our decision, if taken at
all. should have been taken in secret.
This became impossible. iowever. when
the advocates of the H-bomb used pub-
lic statements as a means of excrting
pressure on the President. 1f the Russiang
were already working on the H-bomb
hefore our decision, thev will now have
increased their effort.

It is impossible to predict whether we
or the Russians will have the hydrogen
bomb first. We like to assume that we
shall. I so, [ refuse to believe that the
U. S. would start a preventive war. That
would violate all the fundamental be-
liefs of this nation, and that these beliefs
are still strong is shown by the history
of the past l()m vears: d]l‘houﬂh we had
a monopoly of the atomic boml) we did
not start a war. Clearly, then, the time
will come when both the U.S.S.R. and
this country will have H-bombs. Then
this country will be much meore vulner-
able than the U.S.S.R.: as Ridenour ex-
plained. we have many more large cities
that would be inviting targets, and many
of these lie near the coast so that they
could be reached by submarine and per-
haps a relatively short-range rocket. [
think it is theretore correct to say that
the existence of the hydrogen bomb will
give us military weukness rather than
strength.

UT, say the advocates of the bomb,
what if the Russians obtain the
H-bomb first? If the Russians have the
bomb, Harold Urey argued in a speech
just before the President’s decision, they
may confront us with an ultimatum to
surrender. I do not believe we would
accept such an ultimatum even if we did
not have the H-bomb, or that we would
need to. I doubt that the hydrogen
bomb, dreadful as it would be, could
win a war in one stroke. Though it might
devastate our cities and cripple our
ability to conduct a long war with all
modern weapons, it would not seriously
affect our power for immediate retalia-
tion. Our atomic bombs, whether “old
style” or hydrogen, and our planes would
presumably be so distributed that they
could not all be wiped out at the same
time; they would still be ready to take
off and reduce the country of the ag-
gressor to at least the same state as our
own. Thus the large bomb would bring
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believe that “old-fashioned” A-bombs
would be sufficient to even the score
in case of an initial Soviet attack with
H-bombs on this country. In fact, be-
cause of the greater number available,
A-bombs may well be more effective in
destroying IC”’ltln].ltC military targets,
mcludnw plocluc tion centers. H- boml)s
after all, would be useful only against
the largest targets, of which there are
very few in the U.S.S.R.

So we come finally to one reason, and
only one. that can justifv our building
the H-bomb: namely, to deter the Rus-
siuns from using it against us, if only for
fear of our retaliation. Our possession
of the bomb might possibly put us in a
better position it the U.S.S.R. should
present us with an ultimatum based on
their possession of it. In other words, the
one purpose of our development of the
bomb would be to prevent its use, not to
usc it.

11 this is our reason, we can contribute
much to the peace of the world by stat-
ing this reason openlv. This could be
dnnc in a declaration, either by Congress

w by the President, that the U. S. will
never be the first to use the hydrogen
bomb, that we would employ the weap-
on only if it were used against us or
one of our allies. A plc(l% ot this kind
was proposed in a press statement by 12
physicists, including myself, on Feb-
ruary 4. It still appears to me as a prac-
tical step toward relief of the interna-
tional tension, and toward freedom from
fear for the world. The [)ledgc would
indicate our desire to avoid needless
destruction; it would reduce the likeli-
hood of the use of the hydrogen bomb
in the case of war, and it would largely
climinate the danger that fear of the
H-bomb itself would precipitate a war.

If we do not make this pledge, the
hydrogen bomb would almost surely be
used. Once war broke out, our military
leaders would be blamed, in the absence
of a pledge, if they did not immediately
initiate a full-scale hydrogen-bomb at-
tack. But if such a pledge existed, they
would be blamed if they did use the
bomb first. To be sure, the pledge might
not be relied on by our adversaries, but
at least it would create a doubt in their
minds and they might decide to wait
and see. Perhaps they would not wish to
provoke the certain use of the bomb by
dropping the first one. Moreover, if thcy
started a war, they would pxobably hope
to capture our country and to exploit
its wealth rather than to conquer « heap
of rubble.

We have proposed unilateral action
rather than an international treaty on
this pledge. We have done this because
negotiations with the U.S.S.R. are known
to be long and frustrating. A unilateral
pledge involving only this country could
be made quickly, and it could not again
lead to the disappointment of a break-
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down of negotiations. On the otlhcr hand, .0000001
we certainly would not want to exclude
a pact with the U.S.S.R. on this subject.
This might be the first point on which
the two countries could agree, and this
in itself would be important.
Obviously the pledge can only be a 000001
‘ first step. What we really want is a :
workable agreement on atomic energy,
1s part of our efforts toward a lasting
peace. Much has been said in the last

¢ few weeks about new negotiations on
b atomic control. Opinions vary from that

of Senator Brien McMahon, who pro-
posed to spend $50 billion for rehabili-
| tation of war-devastated countries in-
cluding the U.S.S.R. in exchangé for an
atomic settlement, to that« of Senator
. Millard Tydings, who declared that an
atomic settlement would not be accept-
able to this country unless it was coupled
with general disarmament, which he has
advocated for a long time. Both of these
viewpoints, and those of many other
Senators, show the desire of this coun-
try for some agreement. At the same
time there are persistent reports, clearly
indicated in recent dispatches from the
New York Times correspondent in Mos-
cow, that the Russians might like to
negotiate. It seems to me that too much
is at stuke to miss any such opportunity.

ON the other hand, President Truman
voiced the fears of many of us when
i he stated recently that there is no se-
curity in agreements with the Russians
' because they break them at will. He re-
ferred to the agreements of Yalta and
Potsdam in 1943. Since then we have
learned much about Soviet methods, and
the Russians have found that we do not
retreat as ensily as they apparently im-
agined in 1945. This more realistic mu-
tual appraisal makes it much more likely
that we could now come to arrangements
which neither side would regret after-
ward. Obviously in any negotiation
each side must be willing to make con-
cessions and to consider primarily pro-
posals directed ‘to mutual advantage
rather than superiority over the other.

The situation in atomic energy hus
changed, both because of the Soviet de-
velopment of the A-bomb and because
of our decision on the H-bomb. To leave
atomic weapons uncontrolled would be
against the best interests of both coun-
tries. If we can negotiate seriously with
the U.S.S.R., the scope of the negotia-
tions should probably be as broad as

i
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greatly eased even if we could agree | ! i

possible. But the situation would be
only to eliminate the greatest menace to 1000 ' ! e e ‘
civilization, the hydrogen bomb. 20 30 40 50 15 100 150 200 ‘

Hans A. Bethe, from 1943 to 1946 THE TIME REQUIRED for the nuclear reactions between deuterons (M-

chief of the theoretical physics nuclei) and cach of the three hydrogen isotopes is plotted against tempera-
division at the Los Alamos Sci- ture. The vertical coordinate is in seconds; the horizontal coordinate in
entific Laboratory, is professor millions of degrees Centigrade. Deuteron-triton reaction proceeds {astest.
of physics at Cornell University. Sun’s temperature is 6,000 degrees at surface, 20 million degrees at center. ‘
|
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Oﬁ‘ice Memoz%dum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
‘/// TO : Mr. A, H.'gl; |

DATE: October 23, 1951

Tolson, i
Ladd
Clegg
ALL THFORMATION CONTAINED Glavin
Nichols

suBJECT: HANS ALBRECHTNE ! : HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED hiohols —
- . DATE Q9-29-z006 BY GUIZZ/UC/LP/DCG/RN  tracy ;
ESPIONAGE -~ R Harbo,
Belmont,

Mohr

PURPOSE: ' : " Tele. Room____
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FROM H l\ﬁro Cu

Nease
Gandy

|

To recommend that the attached photostatic copies of a
s chart and mathematical formulae found as -a result of the baggage
search of Bethe at the time of his return from Europe on Septembe]
16, 1951, be examined by AEC to determine the nature and importan
thereof.

\/

DETATLS:

Dr. Hans Albrecht Bethe, concerning whom the Bureau is
presently conducting a discreet investigation, returned from BEurope
on September 16, 1951. At the time of his arrival at the Port of
New York a customs baggage search was made of his possessions and
photostatic copies of various manuscripts, letters and mathematical
formulae were obtained by the Bureau.

Inasmuch as Dr. Bethe was not interviewed concerning these
documents the New York Office has suggested that the Bureau may desize
to have a chart and various mathematital formulae examined by AEC ir .
an effort to determine the exact nature and importance of these docu-
ments.

RECOMMENDATTION :

N To recommend that Liaison make the attached photostatic
copies of a chart and mathematical formulae available to AEC for an -
appropreate examination with the request that they promptly advise
the Bureau as to the exact nature and the importance of these documents.
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B ﬁice Memm'zzdztm

ZT_o R DIRECTOR FBI
AT oM ;- SAC; CHICAGO-- .

. SUBJECT: ", 'HANS ALBRECHT. BETHE -

" INTERNAL SECURITY - R j B

- 'ESPIONAGE - R

UN ITED STA ‘ 'S GOVERN ME‘N T

: fi DATE Nbvember 2 1951 -Q;?

o L
. .7 ALL IHFUPﬂATIDH CONTATNED (if”Y{a‘"‘“

© . HEREIN -I3 UNCLASSIFIED NS
' DATE- 09-29-2006 BY dedd’ULeLPaDFb*FH

Re Bulets to Albany dated 9/5/51 and 9/11/51 New York

L S -'A+'11 05 D M. Central S:
A SA 4. SA|

o teletype dated 9/16/51 ‘and’ Chlcago teletype dated 9/18/51

.tember 16," 1951
observed ﬁhe;

.+ . - subject, as Identified from a photograph, arriving at
© 1 . Municipal Airport .on ‘American Air Lines, Flight 129.
.- making return reservatlons, which were ascertained by -the

Affer:gf] aeT¢i“

Air Lines to.be Flight 120 departing Chicago for Detroit at -
2:40 P. M., Central Standard Time, on September 19, 1951, and
for Fllght 716 from. Detroit to Buffalo, New York, departing

“his 1uggage.

Detroit at 5:05 P. M. on September 19, 1951 BETHE obtalned

‘On September 19, 1951 SAl

|observed BETHE

L departing Chicago from the Municipal Airport on Flight 120
”v1a American Air Lines at 3: 15 P. M., Central Standard Tlme.

. The schedule of the International Conference on Nuclear Physnm
réflected ‘that BETHE was listed as a participant in a 2 P. Muxbic
. ‘session of the conference on Monday, September 17, 1951, ‘and -
.~ as one who would give an auxillary paper at a session at L
'2 Po M. on September 18, 1951. .

" b7D

~_On §eptember-25,‘1951,
, Physics Department at the Tnstitute for N

Stndiea. Tinjversity of. Chicago.

uclear -

, advised SA

‘that he attended

about half of .the sessions or the Tnternational Conference on’
Nuclear Physics held in the institute from September 17 to

September 22, 1951,

tated that he is acquainted with-”

 BETHE but only had one chanee to talk with him during the

_ conference.

He ‘stated that ds far as he could judge BETHE

is a reasonably loyal person:who is. among the advisory group.

of the "Bulletin of Atomlc Sclentlsts." |
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. Oﬂice Memgémdﬂm UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ;. DIRECTOR, FBI , DATE: November 30, 1951

%U ROM : SAC, ALBANY (100-12000 ;
. | HLL INFORMATION CONTAINED 2=/
. & HEREIN I3 UNCLASSIFIED =
LE/DCG/RW

Vo UBJECT:
L. JECT: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LF

{ . ESPIONAGE - R
3
/// The Bureau was previously advised that a report would be subxﬁitted
in this matter by this office by November 15, 1951. It was not possible to

submit a report by this date. Investigation in this matter is continuing and
it is expected that a report will be submitted within the next two weeks.
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| FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT \

"o ATBANY

DECLAZSIFIED BY e03ZZ/U0C/LP/DCGARN

ON 09-29-2008 - ‘
FILE NO, X
_ CPM
REPORT MADE AT .- DA'll':AVg:EN PERIOD FOR ‘WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
W C J 10/24,,253
il BUFTAIO, NEW YORK 12 /6/5_ n/29/51
/ TITLE - ._,- “CHARAGTER OF CASE
-=// . @ oL Aﬁmv‘vy »
/ : HANS ALBECHT BETHE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

[

-,

. 'hxi.}- Wy .-n)}w.. )

By

D PO
Tt L el end. «.u...,-,‘

V 7_ -

o ._,__,_

- =y

ESPIONAGE ~ R

\Q\a \

GENCY Jeo? - 9T I_Unjxe:;siI:y Physices Dept,
Eﬁg Rwﬂ")l/-.. :’15—— '

Lo
Sawai

to Dr. BETHE at %r&%ﬂoRo@. .

om Sept., 1947 to July, 1948,
dvises a safe maintained in BETHE!s office used
P FORWaL Z- for storing all confidential material in p0839331on of
Y o _— BETHE during thi iod, She and Professors BETHE, :
? \5\ MORRISON and had access to this safe., SARANT .
&« and| |did not have access to safs} however, they b6 2 =
(;\ ~ worked under the direction of Dr. BETHE er safebrc |, &
O - kept in outer office of] This D7D 2 %
W @bw safe used to store confidential material belonging to “ ]
\Jf’ tfb Dr, BETHE only in emergencies, , ;; . |
7 : , Bop
N - RUC - e
DETAIIS :

A SIDE FOR.
\\‘!n:\AT \QN-

I

iy

VER
»‘3

oy

ADD. DS

nF
L

ve
S!&:'u

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

the following individuals connected with the Physics Department of the
University knew the combination of the safe and had ready access to it

PECIAL AGENT
IN- CHARGE

jaodvised tnat she was the
to Dr, HANSBETHE who was connected with the

Physics
Department of Cornell Unlvers:l:by in Ithaca, New York, from September, 1947
to July, 1048,

—[FE-}‘., 'z

Dur:.ng the time that she worked in this capaclty,l:l'-
stated that a file cabinet with a combination locking device was

maintained in the office of Professor HANS BETHE, In addition to

o
v

1 - New York (Info,) -
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wr

or HANS BETHE, Professor Pr%mm and
At this tlme, MORRISON an ere b6

connected with the staff of the Physics Department, She stated definitely ¢
that she knows that these three individunls had access to the safe because

she remembers all three of them onenine the safe at various times during the
period of her employment asg Dr, BETHE,.

BETHE bnd MOFRIGON had apccess to this safe both Pefore and alter the
.eombination was reset by

She recalls distinctly that the[ff%?fffff
resetjffszff%fr or November, 1947 by Professor

stated that all confidential papers in the
possession of Dr, BEINE as a result of his connection with classified projects
of the U, S, Government, as well as some of his personal papers, were kept

in this safe and that Professor MORRISON kept some material, the identity

of which she did not know but presumed it was personal material, in the second
drawer from the bottom of this safe, [was unable to specifically
identify any of the confidential documents which were maintained by Professor
BETHE in the safe in question,.

Relative to the project known as NERA, she stated that the

phrase NEPA is vaguely familiar to her and ¥ quite confldent that
while employed as a she took some on this HOWb
ever, she could not Tecall any specific detal er taking

this or any other pro;ect{::::;:::;::pere subsequently burned, T not
recall anything about a ILexington Report and could give absolutely no

information concerning it,

Relative to. ALFREB-SARANT and she gated that to
the best of her knowledge, these individuals did not have the combination to
this safe and she cannot recall ever having seen them opening the safe or
being in the immediate vicinity whgon the cafe was opened by any other individual,
She added, however, that SABANT and to the best of her knowledge, were
doing graduate work in the field of Physics undep the direction of Dr. HANS
BETHE and that it appears to her that SARANT and were in very close
contact with BETHE as a result of their research projects, She was unable to

[ffff:ffy information as to whether or not the research projects conducted by

and SARLNT were in any way connected with the confidential work with b6
which Dr, BETHE was engaged in from time to time as a result of his position b7C
as Coordlnator in the Physics Department, She explained Dr, BETHE'!s position b7D

that the Physics Department itself was under the direction o
and that the Nuclear Research Branch of the Department was under

the direction of a from about April, 1947,  Dr. BETHE's position
was that of a Coordrmamvtor petweenm tne Physics Department itself and the Nuclear
Research Branch of the Department, A

V2




BU 65-2090

was unable to state whether or not Dr, HANS BETHE
ever took any of the other members of the Physies Department into his confidence
in connection with the classified projects on which he was working or whether
or not the others even knew of his confidential work for the government;

stated that to the best of her knowledge, all
classified material, whether it be connected with the Atomic Research Commission
or any other government department, was alwﬁys kept by Dr, BETHE in the safe
maintained in his office except that on occasions when mail was delivered tP°
Dr, BETHE‘S office, no one would be present, at which time the mail would bizg
individuals who were employed in the office of
Upon receipt of this mail by one of these employees,
1t wyould jmmediately be put in the safe ma he outer office of
| ere it would remain untili or Dr, BETHE would
either take the mail directly from this safe and ont it in Dr, BETHE's safe
or until the time that some employee o | office would remove
the mail from this safe and bring it directly to either her or Dr, BE
[:jf:ifijf time it was then placed in the safe in Dr, BETHE!s office, |
hdded that these occasions were very rare and that on none of these
occasions did she ever have reason to believe that the mail was opened
or tampered with before it was delivered to either her custody or the
custody of Dr, BETHE,

Wﬂs—unahln—iT give the names of any individuals
who mpy have been employed as_z to Dr. BETHEI
rﬁﬁﬁm‘sﬁﬁ“J

vhom she believes | anﬂ
TeTTeveS| in tha% position, 7
She did state, however, that individual by the name of
[ [was for a time employed as the| in
iee but that she never, to the best of her knowledge, nad dong
ﬁlfar Dr, Bﬂlﬂ“’ She alaen halioyes that a woman only known To her as
ms employed i pffice and that a |
was one [Tut that none of these, to the Post of her Knowlcdgo,
had ever performed Kuties to Dr, BETHE nor did they have access
to the safe maintained in Dr, BETHE!s offiec,
plso stated that for some reason or other, the E?C
neme of ROSENBERG is familiar to her and that she has heard this name and for b7D

some reason, connects it with her duties at Cornell Universitv. However. she
could not state whether it was in connection with her
to Dr, BETHE or whether it wes the name of 4 5
Department, She could not give the first name of this 1nd1v1dual and stated
that the full name of JULIUS ROSENBERG meant nothing to her whatsoever. She '
also stated that the names of WILLIAM PERL, HARRY GOLD and DAVID GREENGLASS
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BU 65-2090

are unfamiliar to her and that she has never heard these names in any
connection whatsoever while she was cmployed at Cornell University,

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN




BU 65-2090 : *

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

stated that she 1ntends to leave

Rochester, New York immediately and that in ; o
she can bé contacted at her future residence b6
| | b7C
' b7D

This report is being submitted in this case pursuant to
directions contained in Albany letter to the Director (Bureau file 65-59242)
dated September 28, 1951, in the case entltled WALFRED EPAMINONDAS SARANT,
was,j ESPIONAGE ~ R",

One copy of this report is being furnished to New York
for information purposes in accordance with the instructions contained in
the commmication deseribed immediately above, :

REFERENCE 3 Albany letter to Director dated 9/28/51.
Buffalo letter to Director dated 10 18/51
New York teletype to Buffalo dated 10/22/51,




Bt ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

Cond ce: Mr. Beli

g‘ :"i HEREIN IS UHCLASSIFIED
Br. e:::i'i'n DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/RW
_— e UL . B
' 4 Nr, Jahn ' .
Xr. Belmont '~ December L, 1951

. é% Ar. Rosen ,

/!

'/ HARS ALBRECHT N

BATIONAL SCIENCE FPOUNDATION
ACT - APPLICANYT

PURPOSE

‘ !o request the llpienago Sutxon to prepare a
memorendum reflecting the information in Bureau files for dis-
somination to the National Science Foundation on Hans Albrecht
Bethe, whoe is the msubject of an espionage investigatiem,

» DPREAILS
A request has been received from the Natiomsl Seience
Foumdation for an indices check of Pureau files on Nans Albrecht
Bethe. Bethe is tho subjeet of an active ssplomage lavestigation
entitled, "Nans Albrecht Bethe; Intermal Seeurity - R, EBapionage - R
and is bdeing reported in Bureau file 65-60393.

According So am agresment with the Eatiomnal Science |

Poundation, results of name checks are to be prompily fummished ithat i
ageney for the purpose of determining whether or met & baeckgrounmd

investigation is te be comdueted,

RECOMMENDATION
That the Esplonage 3ntiexs prepare a blind memerandum
uttiu forih the information 6o bo disseminated to the Natiomal -
Science Foundation. ; | {‘ |
: . 3
WiKJ:pd , | %j o
eezl/65-60393

. . 5 .
Tol , . )
olson . '4 - ‘-
Ladd )1‘ Ty
Wichols, ™~
Belment, s / \, ~
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) "D.!J;'TE 09-29-2006 BY o0322/UC/LF/sDCG/ ’RTuT;_

/ e ‘ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ;[ !
l .

‘fji) ;;x- | .
PM ﬁgﬁ 2 B

®

|, DYFECTOR, FBI.,..i.\. URGENT 3 |
A ) © P@W
b6

HANS ALBRECHT BETHE, ESPIONAGE DASH R. REPORT PRESENTLY B

FBI, ALBANY 12-6-51

» y b7c“
PREPARED IN THIS MATTER, AND SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY WEDNESDAY NEXT, 5‘@,
| o

END : .+
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f»mmsnmmmwrﬁf'" i
" NATIONAL SGIRNCE rn&xaarzo[
Acr - Af?%#?i!ﬁ_’_.z o

T &%;vd@namend %naﬁ the attag&c& blan& NG
cantaining sformation as appearangﬁ Rbuleea ra gt
to Hare 4 "c@ht Ectho be made aant :
-Secience K¢
. requea#.<~

e furtkar recommend. that oopies q{ this meuon
.randum be §¥ut1ar1y nade avotleble to xa:taiuntftﬁﬁarney

R Ih the attached neunranduaAfvnnulr. Sosma o
'Eczmont 4% was requesited thot pn epprepricie bloal
rondum. 3& prepared setting Lforth avciladle inforphei
Bufiles relotive to Hans Alhrecht Bathe, uho isiiFe

. the subjeot ¢f an espioncgs investigation, It was indtea

. that this bJaBk membrandum wes to be furmiqhed t. the
National Sotenoe Foﬁndatian pa#aun»t ta thﬁ ?squest of :
arganiaattanf ' : , ]

f&g a#tached ncuarandan eﬁu),"
infnrmattnn a8 well as cvailable subvereive data ¢
“ Bethe o8 way obiained as a result of ok AZd inv
1 (116-2841) end the imvestigation oondieted in
fosenberg related cases, 4All of the inforagti
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ALL INFOFMATION CONTAINED

—_— __ . S ‘ HEFEIN I3 UNCLAZ3IFIED
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-~ Tz

__DATE 09-29-20068 BY c03z22/UC/LP/DCG/RW

B MEW YORK (65-158%) ———
nmm, 7Y (65-60%93) . \

HARS ALBRECHT BETHE
ECORDED - 61 mxm R

05-£0393 |
/ 37 Izrm 10/10/51 mmmmh&c coples of various
manuseripts containing methematical formules and suggesting that the

_ MWW“MMWWMNWW

nmmushmswmmmm
gmgmmwwmﬁ-am 0
Avwonic Energy Com-
mission, Weshingten, B. €. The Buress is in reseipt of the following
 yeport as & resuld of this exmminetion by the ANC:

meﬁ,a&m yeported that he could
mmmuwwmmnﬂm
Be indicated that the notes were wlassified studies of the
seattering of charged particles by mnclel snd that he could
et find axy yreferenge %0 classsified epplicetions. le
explsined thet the papers weres working ndes on an “wbomis
collision” probles yavbedly conserming "potential scattering”
of g waldistion. Tha bulk of the notes convmrned attewpts
1o unfepstand and evaluste certain "matrix slemenis” wvhich
mst be calsulated for somparisen with expewinental vresults.

mmuumwmmm

The Albeny Office ia requsted to expadite the submission
of 168 inftial vaport in this case containing all of the available
information comerning subject Bethe and any infermxtion developed
o8 & yesult of the inwestigaticn by tbhat aftice 4o daxte. This
report should be in a suitable form Tor dissesiostion.

4 : cer Albeny (100-22000)
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. R 2 NEFORMATION LDIITAIIIIED
I3, UHELASSIFIE[ P
% 09-29+-20060 BY gQ3£Z/UC/LE/DCG/RT

%ﬁw Memamﬁdwm "UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

grANDARD FORM No. 64

TO : MRe A. H. BELMONT %/LL/// pATE: December 6, 1951
X
FRoM : V. P KEAYX/fJ
susjsct:  HANS ALBRECHT BETHE - R —
ESPIONAGE - R &\% o

rrrrr

Reference is made to New York letter to the Bureau - farvo_____
dated October 10, 1951, in the above captioned matter, e

Referenced letter reflected that the subject's Heuse
baggage was examined by Customs upon his arrival from Eurcpe. ™
Among the materials observed were several pages of mathemati-

cal formulae. Copies of these pages were made and forw?;%iiy

to the Bureau. Y. Uuzz

On October 2, 19?JMIMLLAQ_MJML_(|
turned these copies over to
~ Atomic Energy Comm1331on, for a~determination to be b6
“ma y the AEC as to the 1mportance of the mathematical formul’c,

On November 30, 1951, these copies were returned to
N |with the follow1ng explanatlon by AEC:

"The material was given to

| | 0Office of Classificationr_gn_thQhan_il;_ﬂ95l,
for review. On November 26, 1951,
reported that he could not find anything in the notes
containing Restricted Data. He indicated that the
notes were unclassified studies of the scattering of
charged particles by nuclei and that he ¢ould not find
any reference to classified applications. He explained
that the papers were working notes on an tatomic
collision? problem probably concerning !potential
scattering' of gamma radiations The bulk of the notes
%/& wkconcerned attempts to understand and evaluate certain
f 'matrix elements' which must be calculated for compari-

j@y %b/son with experlmental results."
ACTION:
o Tigosl
Ly o It is recommended that this memorandum, with its
4 &ﬁtachments, be routed to the Espionage Unit. o

/14%‘

ATTACHMENT S
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SUBJECT:

Fv8 .

rﬂaiaranca1ls made to the attached report of
_ dated December 12, 1951, -

ﬁw Memo&%d%m

UNITED STALE

ALL INFOEMATION CONTAINED
HERFEIN IS5 UHCLAISIFIED EXCEFT 12 2 /81 -
) DATE: / 1 / 2

DlI‘eCtOI’, FBI. " WHERE ZSHOWH OTHEEWISE

SAC, Albany (100-12000) R
HANS ALBRECHT éBI‘HE, S p, ' m??@? TR PROCE
ESPIONAGE - R ﬁ@ -

. This rpport is being given a security classificat‘on oﬁ

Weeret! due to information set forth concerning NEPA
and also due to the possible inyolvement of subject in

~ Soviet espionage.

Information obtained Prov was not
1ﬂ(‘111d(3d in th-da ronart | U 7. S S S N Y7 S 4 ¥ TLI T ) nntod +hat

JPCLASIIFY OH: ZSm ».‘-3:1:'

S 'GOVERNMENT

bl

(3]

bl

'

@;SJANH

As per Bureau instructions, information obtained from
this source cannot be disseminated.

It will be noted that subject has admitted close
association and fricndship with EMIL JULIUS KLAUS
FUCHS. It is believed that it might prove of possible

benefit to have FUCHS interviewed through the Burecautls .,
liaison rupresentative in Dbondon, England.

It will be noted hat. as set forth in the interview with
subject!s present she
maintains information In tThe safes located at subjectts
office pertaining to the receipt and diupOOition of
cla351fieq information and material

It will be noted thdt| lwas 1nturv1ewed at
her residence since it was not thought advisable to
interview her in subjectls office, As a consequence, gg,

PFM: hmm RECOZLED WZ@J@@*’{%O; / Z /

Encls ‘\\ T‘\.

ce: Albuquerque (FnR g &1 DR E?ﬁﬁm .) ,
Boston (Encl.) ENDEXES- 4; %ewéfubencls.) :
Buffalo §Enc1 ;§65 2090; New York (Encls. )§65-15836)
Chicago {Encl,)(65-3617 Washington Field (Encls)
Baltimore (Encls.) o ‘ 2 '
Los Angeles (Encls.) - ° ,W
_ g

hy

i i\;} N}- i@ be. 'y ¢ o»f feide -

LA

b7C
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Letter to Director

' RE: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE, ESP, - R

these charge-out and inventory records were not avail-
able, and again, it was not thought advisable to ask
her to produce such records at %ny p]ace other than\
her office. : :

Accordlngly, it is suggested that the Bureau arrange
with NEPA and/or AEC to have one of their representatives
inspect the contents of the safes in subject'!s office

- for the purpose of obtaining all informédtion contained

therein with reference to the recelpt and disposition
of classified documents and material,

nave been set forth to'
at UCLA, and also to

Tt will be_ncted fhat leads

interview

interview

Laboratory of Nuclear Studies, Cornell University.

The files of this offif ain no derogatory i
tion identifiable with who is a potential

Hesignated as a facility by the AEC, The

Bureau 1s requested to advise Los Angeles and Albany
‘whether it is-desired that these persons be interviewed.

N

be
b7C
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09-29-2006

F'EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
s 2000 SECUMTY DFORIATIONY - SESRETcw

REPORT MADE AT . - DATE WHEN J PEmoD FOR wn-ncn MADE REPORT MADE BY

MADE 15__1 20 Ui - ' b6

ALBANY, N.Y. . | 15,10/ 12073, 5/; 2 mL/| | | Lok 7c

12/5 :1 . CHARACTER OF CASE

HANS ALBRECHT BETHMGFNCY | ESPIONAGE - R
FE . » waCTD. -—-———-—-——""‘"“"‘ J Sy
: - REPLE-EG U N - -
SYNOPSIS OF EACTS: Subject, N&; T SCIENTIS 6, who was engaged in
the constructlon of- the Atom Bomb at Los Alamos, New Mexico,
has been employed as Professor of PhySLCS, Cornell University
since 1935, and presently resides at 209 White Park Road,
Ithaca, N.Y. Information obtained through a permissive search
of the residence of ALFRED SARANT, Ithaca, N.Y., on July 21,
1950, reflected subject -sent a glf upon the birth of SARANT'S
child on December 4, 1946, SARANT identified subject as an
zindividual whom he met through his father-in-law, VICTOR K.D.
SROSS, Ithaca attorney, and who was unsuccessful in galnlng
«rSARANT's admission to .Cornell Graduate School. Subject, in an
#.interview on July .28, 1950, advised that SARANT was introduced
‘“to him by ROS3 as a progpective graduate student in February
£41946, but that he did nit intercede for him for admission to
L>Corne11 since he lacked the necessary qualifications. Subject
~denied being close friend of SARANT and denied that SARANT
t.ever attempted to obtain any confidential information frowm hiwm.
Subject when interviewed after the arrest of EMIL JULIUS
KLAUS FUCHS, admitted friendship and association with FUCHS.,
In two 1nterv1ewa at that time, subject furnished conflicting
-information concerning a meestine with FUCHS in Schenectady,
N.Y. on has advised that JULIUS
w_ROSENBERG, i1 turnishing intormation to him .concerning -
identified subject as one of ontacts
in Ithaca. DAVID GREENGLASS has admitted furnisning subjectls o
Jpame fo HARRY GOLD as a possible Soviet Espionage recruit, Fn:}_g
June 4, 1945, "ROSENBER@&. accordine to DAVID GREENGTASS and

SEE ‘REVERSE SIE FOR
T

A4

£
fite

*

ﬁé@lﬂ%éya
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and [ hdvised that ROSENBERG made two_trins to Trhaca
to pick up information from his -contact,
NEPA, nuclear energy for the propulsion of aircraft, iz a
project undertaken by the government in 1947 - to determine

the advisability of using atomic power in aircraft. has b2
advised that subject has been a consultant on this project b6
and has had in his possession various confidential reports b7cC
paértaining thereto. Investigation reflects subject has b’7D

two safes in his office at Cornell University for the maintenance
of classified wmaterial and documentu. No information developed -
indicating that SARANT had access to this material. Present

and former secretaries of the subjcct interviewed concerning

the manner in which classified information hz, been handled

by subject In an interview on July 28, 195.. subject furnished
informatlon at variance with 1nformat~on fu;nished by prcesent
Secretary concerning her access to classified material in, his
possession. Investigation reflects subject attended International
Conference on Nuclear Physics- at University of Chicago from ‘
September 17 to Septewmber 19, 1951. No significant contacts
noted. SubJect wrote an article on the Hydrogen Bomb in the
April 1950 issue of "Scientific American” and publication was
stopped by AEC on grounds that it contained classified informa-
tion. In a corrected article, subject,though critical of

Russia, stated that the U.S. shcould néver be the first nation

to. use the Hydrogen Bomb. During the prov1ouo investigation

of subject, associates described him as a loval American

and no derogatory information developed. | |

Iﬂﬁ.ﬂdﬂiﬁﬁd.&hﬂf he knew subject while at Corpell Iniversity.
forger employee of SARANT and |

| advised they recall no close, associatfon

between subJect and SARANT, Subject not identified by informants b7D
as active in Communist Party activities at Cornell University.
Correspondents and telephone contacts of subject cet forth. -
Information pertaining to background, including natura¢Jzatlon

data, educatlon, cmploymunt and descrlptlon set forth.
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DETATILS:

1t st e

L. BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION

Duang a permissive search of the residence of
ALFRFQXé;RANT RD #1, Cayuga Heights,Road, Ithaca, New York, in
- connedtion with the investiéation of the JULIUS ROSENBERG espionage
network, on July 21, 1950, there was located oy Special Agents.
| land the writer a photo album with the name
| [Pecember 4, 1946, Ithaca, New York, on the ITBSTOE
cover. ~This book wag identified by ALFRED S%RANT as a book
preparzad he hig in celebration of the birth of their son,
| lon The contents of this book included
a [1st .of individuals who gave presents when the child was born.
A review of this list reflected that BETHE and his wife gave a
ift of silver.

[ When ALFRED SARANT was 'interviewed concerning the

persons included in the list of donors, he identified subject as .
an individual whom he first met in Ithaca in July, 1946, having b2
been introduced to him by his (SARANT's) father-in-law, VICTOR bE
K.D.OX0SS, an attorney in Ithaca. At that time SARANT was b7C

desirous of entering Cornell University as a graduate student in  b7pD
Physics and he requested BETHE, whom hé identified as a leading
nuclear physicist on the Cornell faculty, to svonsor his entrance
o ‘Cornell He stated that BETHE was unsuccessful in arranging
for his admission to Graduate School but that subsequent to this
meeting he maintained a 'social acquaintance with Dr. BETHE.
According to SARANT . one of the chief reasons why he moved to
Ithaca from New York City in September, 1946 wag to attempt to

- gain entrance to Cornell zs a graduate student.

b7D

- Albany Cenfidential Informant
I | nas advised that on June &, 1046
ATLFRED SARANT advised that he was then employed by the Bell '
Telephone Company in New Y.rk City but that he expected shortly

to receive a research fellowship to "the eminent atomic physicia¥)

7 Dr. HANS BETHE of Cornell University Graduate School'. \&\

During the permissive search of the SARAMRE—mociIdonca
on July 19, 1950, there was located by Special Agent

'
- -
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St 3, U
a letter dated September 21, 194'§;§ag;;saed to and ALY
and signed, YBILLY, ind ALsare ALFRED and NT b
and BILL Was,ldcntlchu oy ALFRED SARANT as WILLIAI In
this 1etter ERL states: "I heard and saw BETHE at' the pmys s0C.

meeting. He's Hot stuff all right.

b6

/LQKLALE&EQJ/ARANT fled the Uﬂwted States, entering Mexico °'C

at Hermcsillo, on August 9. 1950 and his present whereabouts are
not known, has been questioned concerning the degree
of assoclation pbefween her husband and subject and she furnished
substantially the same information as her husband, that he met
subjcct through her father, VICTOR K.D. ROSS, who has subject as
one of his clients, {or the purpose of attempting to gain admission
fo the Cornell Graduate School, ) -

Dr. BRETHE was interviewed on Julv 28, 1080, by
Special Agents| lana| | while
he was employed as the summer faculty member of the Physics
Department, University of Washington, with residence at 4723 East
36th Street, Seattle, Waohlnguc He advised that he first met
VICTOR K.D. ROSS in December, 9&5 when he was recommended to him
as an attorney. He engaged ROSS to perform sertain legal services
in connection with the puirchage of a home in Ithaca. ROSS refused
to accept a fee, stating it would be necessgary for him to charge
Dr. BETHE approximately $1000.00 as adequate payment and he
realized he did not desire to pay that large a fee. BETHE stated
fhat it was his impression that ROSS desired his friendship and
that this may have been the major reason for refusing a fee,

b6
biC

ROSS initlated a social acgquaintance with Dr. BETHE
by inviting the BETHES to his home, which invitation was later
returned on one occasion. However, no social relationship de-
veloped. BETHE sbtated that ROSS has since drawn up his will and
performed legal services for his wife, in drawing up a charter for
a club to aid an Ithaca Hospital, in which she is interested. Pay-
ment was rendered for such services. According to Dr. BETHE,
during the few times they met socially, -he and R0OSS had violent
polltlcal discussions leaving him with the impression that ?OS“’
opinions were very close to the Communist Party line.

Ead Tl
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In February, 1946, ROSS told BETHE about his son-in-law,
ALFRED SARANT, who was then employed at the Bell Telephone
Laboratory in New York City and who was very interested in
studying physics. ROSS asked him if he could help SARANT enter
Cornell University as a graduate student. He told ROSS that he
was not in a position to commit himself to sponsor anybody but
that he would be glad to talk to SARANT to ascertain if he were
sufficiently qualified to enter Graduate School. According to
BETHE, these remarks by ROSS were brought up in casual conversation.
In approximately May, 1946 BETHE first met SARANT when ROSS
brought him to his office at Cornell University. In a short
"discussion with SARANT he learned that he did nob have the
gualifications for a graduate student in physics and he so advised
him. He told SARANT that it would be necessgary for him to
further qualify himself before his application could be considered,
and recommended several general physics texts for him to study
but told him that his chances for admission were not good. Later
BETHE told the head of the Physics Department in regard to .
SARANT's application, that he saw no reason to recommend him and ..
the application was refused.

BETHE continued he was surprised in the fall of 1946
to find that SARANT had moved to Ithaca, giving up his position
at the Bell Telephone Laboratories when he had no assurance
whatsoever of acceptance at Cornell. He was never admitted to
Graduate School but did gain employment as an electrical engineer
in the construction of the Cornell Synchrotron. BETHE advised
he never maintained any close relationship with SARANT, stating
that he had probably not talked to him for over a total of an
hour in all of the time that he knew Rim and that the longest
conversation he ever had with him was during their first -meeting.

- .
Wk MESUUBETHE denied ever discussing any confidential data
with SARANT and further denied that he ever entertained SARANT
in his haome or was ever in SARANT's home. He stated. however,
that his was a clogse friend of
which resulted because | |had taUghT A= Tmrssiy
school where the BETHEE children had attended and that
was very much loved by the BETHE children.| [and

visited quite a bit and because of The ract cthnat the SARANTS..

e
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were next-door neighbors of the Mrs. BETHE met and
visited the SARANT home on severdl cccasions. Dr. BETHE explained
that he and his wife had given a present to the SARANTS on the
birth of their child because of the feeling of obligation for the
free legal service which had been rendered by VICTOR K.D. ROSS.
He added that he had no idea what the gift had been but was sure
that the value was definitely not in any respect egual to the
legal service rendered. Dr. BETHE depied ever knowing or confatiymg
JULIUS/ﬁOSENBERGy WILLIAM PERL, JOEI/ BQRR i | MORTON p7c
YSOBELL, or HARRW{GOLD. He denied that any approach in any manner
had ever been male to him on the part of any person to furnish
information to an apparent espionage agent. He stated that
SARANT never pursued the development of his friendship and that
he never gained the impression that SARANT wanted technical data,
nor 'did SARANT ever ask for such. He concluded that SARANT is a
frustrated type who gives the impression that he feels that he has
never had a chance for performance adequate with his ability.
However, BETHE added that SARANT's technical ability is strictly
average. '

IT. CONNECTION WITH SOVIET ESPIONAGE

On February 14, 1950, after the arrest of EMIL JULIUS
KLAUS/ﬁbCHS in England on charges of espilonage activity on behalf
of the Russian government, subject was interviewed by the writer
at his office in Newman Laboratory, Cornell University. Subject
advised that he had been a close associate and friend of FUCHS,
having first met him at the University of Bristol, Bristol,
England in 1934 - FUCHS was a graduate student and subject a
research assistant. Subject stated they did not become too well
acquainted at this time and fthat this period of association
lasted for only half a year, Subject stated he belileved he next:
saw FUCHS on a visit to England durlng a trip there in 1936 or

1938.

SubJject advised that in 1944, he was in charge of
the Theoretical Division at the Los Alamos Atomic Project; Los,
Alamos, New Mexico. . This Division performed the calculations ™ g
beforehand as to how the atomic bomb was to be made and assemblpi
and how it would work, During this period, FUCHS Jjoined the gfoup

/

-5- .




AL 100-12000

at Los Alamos and worked under subject from the summer of 1944
until January, 1946 when subject left the project.

Subject stated that he next saw FUCHS in June or July,

1946 while he, (subject), was employed at the General Electric
Company, Schenectady, New York. FUCHS was on his way back to
England and stopped to see subject. Subject recalled that their
main topic of conversation was an accident that had occurred atv
Los Alamos when a Dr, SLOTIN was killed by radioactivity when a
reactor "ran away". It was subject's recollection thatf::::::] b6

rom Boston came to Schenectady to meet him but subject b7C
advised that he did not meet her and does not know her name.
He believed that FUCHS remained in Schenectady only one day.

Sub ject stated that since this meeting he saw FUCHS
two other times, one occasion was in England during the summer
of 1948 when subject spent a day and a half at Harwell. He talked
to FUCHS, as well as several other scientists and FUCHS showed him
around and told him something of the theoretical work being done
there, Subject stated that he was under orders of the Atomic
Energy Commission not to talk on restricted matters and that con-
sequently the conversation was strictly one sided. During the
spring of either 1948 or 1949, FUCHS visited subject at his
invitation in Ithaca; FUCHS had come from England to attend ' .
Declassification Meetings in Washington, D,C, Subject advised
that, as he recalled, FUCHS stayed one day and their main topic
of conversation was nuclear reactors and declassification. Subject
stated that again he was under orders of the Atomic Energy
Commission not to discuss any restricted information.

At the conclusion of this interview, subject stated
he never had any reason to suspect FUCHS of espionage or even to
consider him pro-Russian., Subject added that to his knowledge
FUCHS never attempted to elicit any confidential information from
any of his co-workers. Subject remarked FUCHS' arrest came as a
complete surprise to him,and he felt that he does not know whom
he can ever trust since he always regarded FUCHS as absolutely
loyal and trustworthy.
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On April 17. 1950. subject was again interviewed
concerning FUCHS by SA | This interview
took place at the Knolls ATomic Power Laboratory, Schenectady,
New York. It will be noted that in the previous interview,
subject stated he saw FUCHS at Schenectady, in June or July, 1946,

that it was his recollection that] |from Boston came

to Schenectady to meet BFUCHS but that he, (subject), did not b6
meet her and does not know her name. In this second interview b6
subject stated that sometime in May, 1946 he received a letter b7C

from FUCHS stating he would like to stop for a visit prior to

his return to England. He stated that he must have advised

FUCHS to visit him at the General Electric Company in Schenectady,
Upon recollection, he stated that he was at the General Electric
Company from June 17, 1946 to July 10, 1946. Records of that
company reflected FUCHS visited subject on June 25, 1946,

Subject advised that on the day of his visit, FUCHS
‘arrived alone around noon and that FUCHS planned to, and did meet
his[____ lin-the afternoon. Subject further advised that he is
guite positive Fhat FUCHS also saw| | and
[ Wwhile at Gencral Electric, Late In the
afternoon, according to subject, both he and FUCHS left the
plant and walked uptown wherc they met| lat a drug
store. He believed that they either had dinner or a light lunch
together and that 1t was his recollection that after eating FUCHS
and.hisg:::;:;]took a train for Boston and he returned to the
Van Curler Hotel, where he was then residing. Subject stated he

resided at this hotel for about a week after his arrival in
Schenectady on June 17. 1946 and when sub-1let a house
at | he moved in with the |and stayed

there until his departurc on July 10, 1946,

Since it had been vreviously ascertained from

that d
= o ; Trom June 20, 1900 to AUgust 9, 1946 to| i
E:uﬂ&s:lof Rochester, New York and since General Electric
ompany reccords reflected that FUCHS visited subject on June 25,

1946, these facts were brought to subject's attention. He then
advised he felt sure that FUCHS and his[____ |had accompanied
him via bus to where 1t wags quite possible

-
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they had dinner. SubJject then recalled that FUCHS had expressed a
desire to stay overnight for an extra day's visit at Schenectady,
but that histi::::]was'quite anxious to return to Bostcn as soon
as popsible to see her children, who had been left in someone's
care. He then stated that FUCHS and hls[:::::]took the night

b6

train to Boston. b7
On Albany Confidential Informant |
ed

of unknown rellabIlity, advised that JULIUS ROSENBERG (donvi
Rugaian eapionage agent), in furnishing information pertdini

to | stated that[____ |kad a con
University whom ROSENBERG conce referred to as

(phdnetic). On _fpril ladvised that ROSENBERQG hiad
ain discussed| [with him and mentioned that
i3d two excellent Irjends (in fhe college) namely; Professors

(phonetic) and* ory In discussing this above
Inrormation with the Informant —10, 1951, it was ascertained

that these jnd"jyii.dua”s n'novﬁoeﬁtzonod are identical with
and )" thc Physics Department of Cornell

University. It should bpp—leaec—taodas ,hat gubject's name is b2
pronounced phonetically b6
b7C

On July 2, 1951, DAVIﬁVEREENGLASS a confessed. . Soviet »7D
espionage agent who is now 5prv1ng a 15 year sentence for :
conspiracy to commit espionage against the United States, advised
SAY Jand | | that he furnished the
name of Dr., HANS BETHE, anong others, to HARRY GOLD on June 4. 1945
_as a possible Soviet espionage recruit. He stated that

, had advised him that BETHE was a Communist, DAVID

E. S stated that he never met BETHE, who was then (in 1945)
connected with the Atomic Energy Project at Los Alamos, New Mexico
as was GREENGLASS.

#i: "o o ¥GREENGLASS related that his instructions were to
_furnlsh the names of prospective recruits to his contact; however,
under no circumstances was he to follow up by contacting the
individuals. He stated that he never spoke to JULIUS ROSENBERG
‘or HARRY GOLD again about BETHE, and does not know whether BETHE
was actually recruited to do espionage work. _GREENGLASS stated
that his instructions were received from his |

(&)
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a_confessed_ SOVLet“cspwonagc agent who in turn had received
these instructions from-JULIUS ROSENBERG. GOLD gave the list in
‘which BETHE's name was included to ANATOLE A AYAKOVLEV., then Vice
Consul of the U.S8,S8.R, Consulate in New York City. GOLD is a
sclf-confessed former Russian esplonage agent currently scrving a
thirty- ycur prlson sentence,

III._ ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING JULIUS ROSENBERG'S
. POSSESSION OF INfORMATION PLRTAINING TO THE '
“NUCLEAR PROPULSION OF AIRCRAFT AND REPORTED
TRIPS MADE BY HIM TO TTHACA, NEW YORK

- DAVID GREENGLASS, mentioned previously, has advised
that in either March or October, 1948, JULIUS ROSENRERG told him
that he had the mathematics for "an atomic motor" for an airplane.
Confidential Informant has reported that ROSENBERG claimed to
have received highly confidential data pertaining to the nuclear
propulsion of aircraft. Information will be set forth
subsequent section of this report concerning theffNEPA A Nuclear
Enprgy for tha PPOpU]SLOH of} anCPaft) Project.

S i e s ki o

b2

It was set Lorth previously in this report that by ESC

their own admissimsubJect and ALFRED SARANT were personally

b7D
acguainted. It was also reflected that JULIUS ROSENBERG identifiea
subicet tT Confildential Informan as one of

_ On Albanv Confidential Thfnrmghd |
advied that JULTIS ROSENBERG had |

On [xlbany Confl(.«l e dnl Ted oo o]
advised that JUTTUS BOSENBERT had confide

b2
b7D
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b2
b6
b7C
biC

It will be noted that ALFRED SARANT previously advised

SA and the writer that he moved into his home on
CayUga Heignts Road, Ithace in February, 1949, This would then
place the ftrain trip sometime subseguent to February, 1949,

~10-
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, It will be further noted thatlf believed
to be themof the automobile used in The second Grip tO
Ithaca, purchased, according to Bureau of Motor Vehicle Registration
records in New York City, a new 1949 Buick convertible from the
Glidden Buick Corporation of New York City on May 14, 1949. This
“would then place the automoblle trip sometime subsecquent to .
May 14, 1949.: '

At the time of his trial in U.,S. District Court,
Southern District of New York, DAVID GREENGLASS testified that
JULIUS ROSENBERG met him early in June, 1950 and told him thathhe
had Jjust come back from upstate New York, where he had seen some .
people. GREENGLASS in his testimony placed thisg contact b
ROSENRERG sometime between June 4, 1950 and June 15, 1950.

U.S. Weather Bureau, New York City, advised b2
Sal hat during this period there would have been ¢
two dates when a person could have driven from Ithaca to New Yorkpic
City in a continual rainfall; the latter half of June 3 and the b7p

early hours of June 4, and the period extending from 9:00 AM
June 10 to two to three A.M. June 11, | advised that
the June 10-11 period (a weekend) was the more probable possibility.

IV. INFORMATION PERTAINING TO NEPA (NUCLEAR
' ENERGY FOR THE PROPULSION OF ATIRCRAFT) AND
SUBJECT'S ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS AND
- MATERTAL PERTAINING THERETO

" b7D
A, 'Information concerning NEPA,

o The follow] information was obftained from Albany
Confidential Informant

‘Commencing in 1947, a project was undertaken to -
determine the feasibility of using an atomic power plant in aircraft. -
This project was known as NEPA (Nuclear Energy for the Propulsion
of Aircraft). In May of 1947, an initial report on this study ‘
was issued and was known as NEPA Technical Report No. 4., This
report could be considered to contain the basic mathematics in
developing atomic energy for alrplane propulsion.

~11- ' s
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y In 1947, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
commenced an exhaustive study of thlo problem and its work in
this regard was commonly called the eXLngton Project"., On -
September 30, 1948, the results of th 1s 'Lexington PrOJect” were
published in a report known as therLGX¢ngton Report. (LEX.P-I)"
The appendix to Chapter III of thls report contained the basic
mathematics for the sclution of the problem of the appllcatlon of
nuolear energy in an aircraft power plant.

B. Investlgatlon concerning subject's access to classified
documents and material pertaining to NEPA,

Albany Confidential Informant referred to above,
‘has advised that subject was furnished with numerous progress
and completed reports pertaining to the NEPA project,.and. that.a
number of these documents were receipted for BV one |
who: it 1is understood is identical with
the present] |[to subject.

. This informant furnished the following information
of pertinency concerning the various NEPA reports that have been
in subject's possession,.

b2
DATE COPY DATE DATE g? -
TITLE ISSUED NO. ASSTGNED RETURNE 7p
b7C
b7D

It will be noted that Albany Confidential Informant
of known reliability, has advised that NEPA No. 4 report,
assigned to subject, was actually a proof which had been submlttcd
for consideration and final approval prior t¢ publication This
informant also advised that Copy No. 34, which was an abridged
edition of the report, after the more highly classified portions
had been deleted, was sent to subject on June 6, 1947.

~1P-
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To continue with information furnished by a
1 |Was |to subject, prior to the latter
part of 1948 whenl _ [was employed 13_3h;£_ﬁ0$1t10n.,—Thls
informant indicated that both| b had Treceived
clearance from the Atomic Energy Commission to handle classified
material; however, this informant stated that subject had ancther
furing the year 1948, whose name was unknown to the
ATomic Energy Commission and who had not been cleared to handle
AEC material. It was further learned that subject maintained
NEPA material in the same safe as AEC material assigned to him
prior to October 20, 1949, when NEPA supplied him with a separate
safe for thelir information and documents. It was understood
that, according to NEPA's instructions, no one was to have access-
to this safe with the exception of Dr. BETHE and a number of NEPA
officials who were actively participating in the project.

According to Confidential Informant[___ | the AEC
required a periocdic inventory from those persons having classified
AEC materials, which inventory is supposed to set out the identity
of all persons having access to that material. Informant advisedps

SL;hat per these inventorv records, as of July 11, 1947, Drs. PHILIb7C

ORRLSON and Ias well as subject, were [dsted b7D
o access Lo this LRC data, Further, that in 1948, |
fand were listed as having access

thereto, »
| |Corne11

University, was interviewed concerning the manner in which clas-
sified documents are kept at Cornell University. He advised that
any professor having classified.documents must safeguard them
according to existing instructions of. the particular branch of
the government to which the documents apply. He added that there
is no central depository for such documents or classified infor-
mation nor is there any central record of documents on inventory
or charged out by any particular professor for his personally-
assigned safe.

stated that any classiflied information
or documents assigned To subject would necessarily be kept by

subject in a safe assigned to him. | Ftated that he knows

-13-
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fthat subject has classified information in his possessionjbtf:ffft

-he himself is not aware of the nature of- such informaticn.

added that he has come to know Dr., BETHE quite well since

, has been at Cornell, and that he regards him as an ultra-
sincere, straightforward individual and that he has never had any
reason to question his loyalty or integrity. | lstated
that he has talked with subject concerning PHILIP MORRISON, who
'is one of his associates in the Department of Physics, and: has
gquestioned him concerning MQOBRISON's preported Communist
affiliations. According to [subject in these
conversations, though maintalning that MORRISON is not a Communist,
has expressed his own personal opinion concerning Communism which
created a definite impression in mind that subject is
strongly opposed to Communism,

Cornell
University, upon inTerview D he writer, iturnishced substantially
the same information as did | He stated that each
person having classified informacion 1s responsible for taking b6

appropriate safeguards for this information and that the security pic
officer, and the University, in nc way dictates to an individual b7D
or controls him in the manner in which he is to keep classified
documents assigned to him.

.ko the Director. Phvsics

Efffffffﬂt, Cornell University, and]| |
of the Nuclear Laboratory, Cornell University, advised
that since 1947 the following individuals have been employed by
Cornell University as secretary to subject..

employed in-1947. She came originally
from New York City and was last known to be employed at the-
American Institute of Physics, 57 East 55th Street, New York City. -

| |employpd in
1047, Ag of March, 1951, according to Cornell University rebords,
3 residi ith her husband at |
| where he was employed by the Westinghouse -
Electric Company. . ’ L
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____ : __IempIloyed by subject in 1948, b6
is now married and her last name is[:%f::;:j She wasg last known p5c
to be residing someplace in Hawaii, er home addregss on Cornell p7p

Il i<z o £ 17 vw\cords is Shown as

has been employed by
subiccet fvyom TOOY To date ang she presently resides at]|

was interviewed by SAS| [ and] |
on October 15, 1951, | pdviscd that she 1s :
currently employed as a| | Industrial Engineering Department

Columbia University, New York CITy. She indicated that she was.
previously employed by the American Inotltute of Physics, 57 East

55th Street, New York City. _ b6
: b7C
stated that from April 1. 1946 until  b7c
May 14, 1907, she was employed as a | leor ‘
the Physics Department af Cornell University During this periocd
she gerved as a to both Dr. HANS ﬁ@BLTHE and | |
who wWere of the Nuclc%r Studies School at
Cornell University. ¢ indicated that | PReft Cornell

University in February, 1947 to continue his work with the Atomic.
Energy Commissiocn on a full-time basis and that he is now at the
California Institute of Technology.

lurther advised that there were two
safes, one In the olffice of| fnd the other in the office
of Dr. BETHE at Cornell University, which were used to keep
classified AEC documents. For clarity these safes will be referred
‘ he No. 1 safesywhich was maintained in the office of
| and the No., 2 safe, which was later mawntalncd in the
off'ice of Dr, BETHE.

Concerning the N». 1 safe| kurnished
the following information. She stated that this was the safe -
in which the very important AEC documents were maintained and that//
there was a stenographic notebook maintained in the safe, which was

Y
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used for charge-~out_purvoses, She stated that when she came to
Cornell University] furnished her with a combination
of the safe on 2 piece of papel, and thereafter she committed it

“to memory and destroyed the piece of paper by burning it. She

stated that]| |was the only person who knew the
combinaticn of the No. 1 safe at that time and he must have
forgotten part of the combination because he relied upon her
memory for the combination.

| |stated that she pagsed this combination
3 b6
on tol in Februapv. 1047 e

fndicated that | [ had become her b7D

and she later succeeded her as thel [ She
irned that she passed this combination in writing tq |

|]and advised her that she should commit the combina¥ion TO

memory and thereafter burn the piece of paper on which the

combination had been eecorded Sho funthaor odyigsed that

jhacd joined the staff in either

September or October, 1946,

I Igtated that upgnl Ir“:r:nar’fn*rﬂm

he furnished thp—ecmhination to the No. 1 safe to
who was successor as one of Tno|

o e Nuclear Studies Laboratory at Cornell University.

further advised that] _ |
would keep BSome OI Nis con idential materials in the No. 1 safe;
however, on any occasion when he might desire these materials,

she would remove them for him and after he had complcted the use

of the materials she would return them. to the safe. She advised
that the anix ofther nerson who would keep anything in the No. 1

safe was who is thel |
She stated ThoTl who 18 & [and & )

ac ac e Jjob of or some similar

TITICO POSITION ot Los Alamos and| Tcalled that

during the period she was employed as
a_special courier came from Los Alamos and delivered TO
|2 quantity of classified material which was allegedly

To be used as a continuation of the position whichl
had formerly held at Los Alamos., She stated that
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gave her this package of < r safe-keeping in the No., 1
safe. She indicated thati iould from time to time
come to her and request these documents, and thereafter she would
remove them from the No. 1 safe and ould usually
take them to the office of her husband, which was approximately

150 feet or so down the hall froq |office, where the
No. 1 safe was kept. i

stated that would sub-
sequently return the documents to her to be replaced in the safe.
However, she stated that there was no accounting of these

documents and she never knew the exact number of documents which .
were maintained in this paokage.

Concerning the No. 2 safe, [furnished
the following informaticn She stated THat TH1s Sarec was obta:nea
during the winter of 1946 to hold classified materials which WLPe
sent from Los Alamos to Dr. BETHE. She explained that Dr. BETHE
was on a committee which reviewed materials in order to decide bE
whether they should be declassified.’ She stated that there were pic
congiderable classified documents sent to Dr BETHE by recisteredb7p
mail from Los Alamcs. She believed that one was
employed at Los Alamos and that he would receive the qocunments,
upon declassification,from this committee. She indicated that
there was no chargé-out record kept in this safe while she was
employed as departmental secreétaryv .

Concerning the combination for this safe, she stated
that upon cbtaining the safe. which was government property as
was the No. 1 safe, | lset the combination and recorded
it on a piece of paper for her to commit to memory and thereafter
this piece of papep—uwas bhurned, She stated that she passed this
combination on to in Februarv., 1047 and she does not
recall that anyone &lsc ovher that hnd
herself knew this combination.

furnished the following information
ertainine to NWEPA. ohe stated that Dr. BETHE,| lana

a research assistant at Cornell Universit weve
all consultants to the NEPA project, She stated that had

-
s
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formerly been_connected with the Los Alamos atomic project as were

Dr. BETHE and| | She recalled that all three of these
men had on various aecasions, made separat s to New York

City to see al [(?) who wa bf the Fairchild
Airplane and Engine Corporation, with offices at Rockerfeller bE

Plaza, New York City. She indicated that this individual would ¢
on occasions come to Ithaca, New York via his private plane to  p7p

consult with Drs. BETHE, | She recalled taking
dic n the early stages of the NEPA project for Drs. BETHE
and copies of which were maintained in the No. 1 safe. be
She stated that these letters were sent registered mail. b7C

. b7D
~ |tated she could not recall any progress
reports during tThe period she was employed as the

| hnd stated that "the NEPA project from the outset was
considered to be something fantastic and was just a matter which
you might Jjoke about". She stated she had later learned that
the idea of NEPA had considerable merit and it 1is her undvrstandlng
that today it is, or will bo a successful venture,

I identified various photographs of[::]
| | as an individual who was either a graduate
student or a graduate assistant in the Physics Department during’
the period shb was at Cecrnell University. She stated she possibly

had met | the |who would call e
for| |at Rockefeller Hall. She indicated that Rockefeller. : \
Hall housed the Physics Department and the laboratory at Cornell '

-~ University (this was before the construction of Newman Hall, the /
new ‘laboratory for nuclear studies at Cornell). ,\Q
{

|stated thatl |did not work directljiee
under Dr, BETHE; however, she stated the Graduate School was a !
well-knit, close organizatlion and almost everyone in the departmeé
was known to everybody else. She stated they often attended
socials and receptions at various faculty members homes and they
had ample opportunity to become known to one another. She stated

that to her knowledge, did not have access to either the
NoO. 2 safes afore-mentioned, and she has no knowledge
that may have had any access to material which Dr. BETHE
maintained. : -
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Concerning WILLIAM PERL, failed to
identify the various photographs of him which were exhibited to
her. However; she stated she recalled reading about his arrest
in the New York newspapers. She stated it was very hazy in her
mind, however, she cannot definitely place where, but there was b°
something about PERL or PERLE in Dr. BETHE's papers. She statedkﬁg
1t was possible that Dr. BETHE had corresponded with someone by ..
the name of PERL. , b7D

It should be here noted that when subject was inter-
viewed by the writer on February 14, 1950, concerning his
association with EMIL JULIUS KLAUS FUCHS, he advised that FUCHS
was one of the scientists who had come to the United States from
England to work on the atomic energy project at Los Alamos and
that this group of scientists had been under the direction of

| [of the University of Birmingham. It _is
possible that this may be the individual referred to by

Photographs of ALFRED SARANT, | |
1 | and various other individuals connected with the-

ROSENBERG esplonage group were exhibited tof [Lthout
effecting identifications. , N

/ - 0n October 15..1951 | |te1ephonically
advised Special Agent | a :

'Dr., BETHE may have obtained the combination for the No, 2 safe .,

at the time she furnished the combination to | She -
stated that Dr. BETHE had access to this safe inasmuch as it -.was
in his office and he would help himself in obtaini;g_dggumgnt&_j :
from this safe., She also advised that at the time ‘

furnished her with the combination of the No. 1 safe, héﬁreset,;/

the combination, and there 1s a quéstion in her ' whether
at the time he physically passed the safe op—tc
he passed on the combination of this safe to . She stated

| has reluctant to accept the re§ponsibiliby,of the No. 1
safe and this accounts for the guestion in her mipd as- to : X
whether he actually.receiVed the combination from ‘
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: also advised that filed the
ecessary forms for her To obtain clearance TO handle the
classifled docunents in the No. 1 safe at the time of her employ-
ment in April, 1946. She stated she does not know whether she
ever rececived any clearance, inasmuch .as there was no apparent
investigation conducted pertaining to her clearance, In this b
connection she also advised that she had no knowledge of whether ..
| had clearance to handle classified documents. 7D

[was interviewed on November 16, 1951 by SAS|
|advised she is
ot cmployed OLhET That a8 aj lZnd Tthat her|

| |is now working as an | !at the Atomic
Fower Division, wesvinghouse Hlectric Company, Bettis Fileld, -

Homestead, Pennsylvania.

[cated that she was employed as al |
in the Physics Department at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York,
frm%f%fffE]October, 1946 until June, 1947, during which period

her was a student in Mechanical Engincering at Cornelil
Universgity., She said that she scrved ag an | |
fhe regular| [for the major
part of this employment and eventually replaced] | when
the latter left about April, 1947. According tol |
the Physics Department hired another |
shortly after] |Left. Howover, she Was ol The Opinion
that this was only a temporary appointment since was only

of high school age.

f stated that her job consisted of taking
dictation and typing correspondence and reports for all membcrs
of the Physics Department, numbering about 10 faculty members in
all, as well as occasionally doing some typing for a graduate
/student. However, she was principally occupied handling
|duties for Dr. HANS BETHE, co-

TIrccror of che deporement atong with] later -
succeeded by . According tol , _she
was officially employed as an| [out

was in effect a | to Dr. BETHE and his

3
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ficcordingly, she had limited contact with]
[and-otTher members of the faculty.

pointed out at the outset of the interview
that she had had no previous experience and no particular
aptitude for technical subjects such as nuclear physics, and
that therefore she seldom had any real understanding of the
papers or dictation handled by her or even took an interest in
this correspondence. She adviged that she was aware that a b6
considerable amount of atomic energy research was being conductedb/c
- by members of the Physics Department but she had no recollection 7P
;. of a "Lexington Reporf! or anv other specific documents or
v projects. Moreover] |stated she did not know the
significance of the term "NEPA" or have any recollection of
regsearch work at Cornell relating to the study of nuclear energy -°
ffor the propulsion of aircraft.

She did recall, however, that on a few occasions the
department had received registered maill, presumably containing
classified AEC dccuments from Los Alamos, New Mexico and Washington,
D.C. It was her belief that this mail had always been addressed
to Dr. BETHE and that it was carefully sealed and stamped with.
"Confidential” or similar markings. She advised that in those
cases where she had received this mail, she had kept 1t under her
personal observation or stored safely in her desk until she was
able to turn it over to Dr. BETHE personally. ' :

recalled that fhe Physics Department
maintained two sales, one 1 of fice and one 1in

Dr. BETHE's office. She adviscd that, To the best of her
recollectlon, she nevcer had access to the safe in| |
office and furtfher that she had no knowledge of the gsecurlty
measures relating to this safe, the persons who had access to it,
or the contents thereof. -

Concerning the safe which was kept in Dr, BETHE'S
ice. stated that only Dr. BETHE and
| had direct access to this safe, inasmuch as—Ttmey werc
the only persons who knew the combination. She stated that
she never had the combination to this safe herself and advised
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that whenever she desired o gain enfrance to the safe, she had
to ask either Dr. BETHE or | to open it for her.
She stated that the only reason she ever had to go into the
safe was to make deposits or withdrawals from the department's

petty cash fund which was kept in the safe. : b6
: b7C
_ Wher| |waS'again questioned regarding her b7D
claim never to have had the combipation to Dr, BETHE's fe '
articularly in view of] btatements that[:t:::]

was given the combination on a slip of paper and asked to
commit it to memory), she stated that although she could not be
positive of this statement, in view of the lapse of time involved,
she definitely had no recollection of ever having the combination
or of opening the safe herself.

advised that she had no recollection
concerning the specific contents of the safe other than it
contained the petty cash box, as well as a number of documents
and papers which she presumed were classlified and which probably
included the correspondence Dr. BETHE recelved from time to time
from AEC. She advised that she cannct remember any specific
security measures, such as a charge-out book or periodic inventory,
which might have been in effect with respect to this safe. It was
her belief that Dr. BETHE and| [ccasionally
opened the safe for other members of the Taculty or graduate
students fo allow them to take out specific reports or documents
which they wanted to study.

|advised that she could not remember what
measures 1f any, Dr. BETHE employed to safeguard this material,
and she said that 1t may have been necesgsary for the person -
charging the document out to remain in Dr. BETHES office while
reviewing it, although she was not sure of this. She had no
knowledge whatever concerning the possibility that some of the
documents_charged out in this manner may have related to the NEPA
project. [pointed ocut that the safe was in fact kept
in Dr. BETHE's private office which was adjacent to the office in
which her own desk was located, and that Dr. BETHE's office had

a private entrance which was frequently used by faculty members
ancd graduate students.  She stated that in view of these
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circumstances, 1% was not always possible for her to know who was
visiting Dr. BETHE or what may have transpired in his office
with respect to the safe.

stated that her office wag shared by another
| | who - oddly enough - was not affiliated

in any way with the Physics Department but who was employed by

a professor, name not recalled, who had something to do with

student affailrs at Cornell.

T should be here noted that' |mentioned
above,is tol |

Cornell University. | [fs g [oT physIics. | [
[ ]has been contactcd by bthe writer ond she advised she shared

an office wit! for a very short time only and that she
has absolutely mno Knowledge concerning the work performed by
Dr. BETHE, his activities, or the material contained in his gafe,
or any other safes in the Physics Department, | hdvised
that though a of physics, | lof e
the Faculty, devotes 9% of his time TO The duties involveu with

- PR ) : e T \ _ b7C
this position rather than the dutles of a professor of physics. 40

Photographs of WILLIAM PERL were shown to| |
who failed to identify PERL either by description or wname, A
photograph of ALFRED SARANT was fthen shown tol who

appeared at first not to recognize the subject but alter a
moment'!'s hesitation stated she had a vague recollection oE:fffﬁng
him at Cornell., Moreover, the name SARANT was famlliar to

who advised that she definitely associated this name with
Cornell. However, she could not place the subject specifically
or recall the circumstances in which she may have met SARANT.

I A _photozranh vﬂ hs immediately
recognized by who belleved that he had been a graduate
[fffffff:jﬂ.phySlcs at Cornell during her employment there. However;

lname was not familiar to her and she could not furnish -
any specific information regarding him. :
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was intevruieowsd by QA

[on November 29, 1951. a
ladvisced that Sre wag
the fo Dr. HANS BETHHE who was connected with the Physics
Department or Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, from

September, 1947 to July, 1948,

' | Etated that during the time ghe worked
in this capacilty, , a fiie cabinet wlith a combination :
locking device was malntained in the office of Professor HANS b6
BETHE. . In addition to herself, the following individuals o7
connected with the Physics Department of the University knew the
combination of the safe and had ready access to it. These
individuals were Professor HANS BETHE, Professor PHILLIP MORRISON
and| At this time, MORRISON and

fere conncctead with tne staff of the Physics Department.

She stated definitely that she knows that these three individuals
had access to the safe because she remembers all three of them
opening the safe at various times during the period of her SN
employment as| |te Dr. BETHE. T&j\‘

She recalls distinctly that the cophination of fthe

cofo wao maced dun_(October or November, 1947 by
| BETHE, herself and MORKRISON had access To
is safe th before and after the combination was reset by

r_ stated that all confidential papers in
the possession of Dr. BETHE as a result of his connection with
classified projects of the U,S. Government, as well as some of
his personal papers, were kept in this safe and that Professor
MORRSION kept some material, the identity of which she did not
know but presumed it was personal mateprial. in the second
drawer from the bottom of this safe. |was unable
to specifically identify any of the coniidencial documents which
were maintained by Professor BETHE in the safe in guestion,

Relative to the project known as NEPA, she stated
that the phrase NEPA 1s vaguely familiar to her and that she is

guite confildent that while employed as g she took some
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dictation on this project. However, she could not recall any
specific details. After taklng dictation on this or any other

project, her notes were subsequently burned. She did not
~ recall anything about a L zington Revnort and could gilve
o “bs01utbly no information concerning 1t.
{ =2
‘ . Relative to ALFRED SARANT and | she
stated that to the best of her knowledge these indivicuals
did not have the combination to this safe, and Dhe cannot recall

ever having seen them cpening the safe or being In the immediate
vicinity when the safe was opened by any other individual,.

She addefd, however, that SARANT and to the best of her
knowlcdge, were doing graduate work in the field of Physics
under the direc tioh of Dr. HANS BETHE, and that it appears to

her that.SARANT qnq::;;::]'wefo in very close contact with

BETHE as a result of their rescarch projeets. She was unable to
%VL any information as to whether or not the research grojects
cgnducted oj and SARANT were in any way cnnncﬂtpd with

e confidential work in which Dr' BETHE was Lnga@cd.from

ime to time as a result of his positicn as Co ordinator in. §$C
ﬁhe Physics Depurtmenc he explained Dr. PETHE's position b7D
. /by stating thaf fhe Phvales Department itself was under the
“ . [direction of nnd that the Nuclear Research
: L /' Branch of the Dopartment wag under.the direction of a |
\% from about April, 1947. Dr., BETHE's position was that

I cr a Coordinator between UheﬂPhy81C% Department.itself and the
+Nuclear Research Branch of ;Mé Department. S ‘

was unable to state whether or not Dr,
HANS BETHE ever tTook any of the other members of the FPhysics
Department into his confidence in connection with the classifie
projects on which he was working or whether or not the others
even knew of his confiugntlﬂl WO”k for the goverment

e e e e e

Etated'that to the .best of her knowlea*e -
all classified material, whether connected with the Atomic
Energy Commission or any other government department, was _
always kept by Dr. BETHE in the safe maintained in his office, !
except that on occasions when moil was addressed to Dr. BETHE's
office,and no one was in 1t, the mail would be e

F R T ——_—E
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deldueved £o oma of fhe Iadividuals employed in the office

of Upon receipt of this mail by one of
these cmployees, 1t would immediatelw he nnt in the safe
maintained in the outer office of Mhere it would

remain until she herself or Dr. BETHE would elther take the

mail directly from this safe and put it in Dr. BETHE's gafe

or until some employeec of |office
.would remove the mail from this safe and briug 1t direccly to
either her or Dr, BETHE, at which time Jt was then placed in theg ..
safe in Dr. BETHE's office. acded that thes bID
occasions were very rare, and chat on none of these OCC&SluDS :
did she ever have reason to believe that the mail was oppnod

or tampered with before it was delivered to either her custody or
the custody of Dr. BETHE.

was unable to give _the names of any
individuals who may have peen cmploved as gl [to Dr.
BETHE outgide of herself. whom she helileves preceded
her, and whom she be ichs succeeded her in
that position.

She stated, however, that an indiviﬂual_hz_iqe name
of was for a time employed as the in
Profiessor- MORRL3ON's office but thatl never, to the -best .
of her knowledge, had done hﬁfﬁés for D° BETHE. '

She also belleves that s woman known to her only 2 Was
emploved inl office and that a | to
| has onel | but that nelc or These, to

the best oI her knowledge, had ever performed duties .
faDr. BETHE nor did they have access to the gore maintained in
Dr. BETHE's office. :

also stated that for some reason or

other, the name of ROSENBERG is famillar to hey and that she has
heard this name and for some reason connects 1t with. her duties

at Cornell University. However, she could not utﬂFL__hﬁﬂhﬁrT

it was in connection with her official duties as a

to Dr. BETHE, or whether it was the name of a student in the Physics
Department. She could not give the first name of this individual
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and stated that the full name of JULIUS ROSENBERG meant nothing
to her whatsoever. She also stated that the names of WILLIAM
PERL, HARRY GOLD, and DAVID GREENGLASS are unfamiliar to her,
and that she has never heard these names in any ccnnection

whatsoever while she was employed at Cornell University. b6
, v b7C

b7D

Lmq interviewsd by

the writer at her residence]
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|advised that she h .8 served as subject's
at the Laborﬁtwry of Nuclcar Studies at Cornell University since
Septemrer 13, 1948 She stated that, although this laboratory was
off1CLally opened on October 1, 1948, several of the offices
began functioning priocr to that date, She added that she has
never been employed in Rockefeller Hall, which is the main
phnysics department hall. :

, tated that when she first began employ-
ment at the Laboratory of Nuclear Studies, subject was On sab-
batical 1leave during the first semester of the 1948-1949 school
year and during this period was teaching at Columbila University
in New York City._ As a congequence, though her position called

for her to be his| | she had no connection with subject .
ofher than typing up from time to time certain manuscripts whic .
he sent her. _ , _ b7D

stated that when she first began this
employment Therc was one safe located in subject's office. This
safe contained all classifiled documents and information in the
possesslon of the staff members of the nuclear laboratory. She
stated that she did not know the combination of this safe until
after subject's return to Cornell in February of 1949. She added
that it was about this time that she received clearance by the
Atomic Energy Commission. Upao subicefi's return, he gave her
the combinaticn to the safe. stated that while
subjeect was at Columbia University, any mail of a classified
nature which he would have received would have been directed to

him in Rockefeller Hall, where jf would have been held in, the
safe in that building under the [of | |
| |to the DleCtuf of’ the Physics Department.

Etated that during the period from ‘ /
September, I[008 to lrebruary, 1949, the following individuals

on the Cornell faculty may have had access to thig safe: -

Professors PHILIP MOBRTSON,

| and dded, however, that she
do€s not know who, 1f any, of the foregoing individuals had the
combination to the safe.

_08-
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stated that from February, 1949 to the
present she has had access tqg and has had the combination of,
this mafe, which was given to her by Dr. BETHE. She stated that
the combination has becn changed from time to time by subject.
She further stated that prior to June, 1950, no inventory was
kept of 1its contents, the only record being the receipts for
material recelved. She adyiszsed that such receipts are maintained
in the safe. According to since June, 1950 she has
maintained a record bock of all material entering the safe which
shows date of receipt, date of document, description or refercnce,
copy number, sender, classification, and date of Transmittal.

v With further reference to this safe, stated
that she knows that for a short time subsequent to February, 1949
PHILIP MORRISON alsc knew the combination. She stated, however,
that he has not had the combination for well over a year since

it was over a year ago when he removed all material assigned to
him and returned a2ll classified documents. She stated that witbé
the exception of MORRISON she is certain that no one has known 27€
the combination of this safe since February, 1949, b7D

: stated that sometime in late 1949 or
early 1950, subject rcceived a second safe which was furnished
him by NEPA on a loan and was for the exclusive use of NEPA
documents, All documents pertaining to NEPA that had been kept
in the_other safc were removed by subject and placed in this second-
safe. [stated that she maintains a record of the
receipt® Or all material which has been placed in this safe since
1950 and that since the receipt of the safe, only she and subject
have ever known the combination,.

| | advised thaf lis known
to her as a former graduate student and she stated she is absolutely
positive that he never had access to either safe, -

' |[stated that she was never acquainted with
ALFRED SARANT, and she failled to identif'y a photogreph of him as
ever having been a visitor in her office. She added, however,
that she has seen his name on records maintained at the nuclear
laboratory as a former employea.
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was shown photographs of JULIUS ROSENBERG
and WILLIAM PERL, and she stated that these imdividypals are nct
known to ‘her. She further stated that nnd

|are unknown to her.

When questioned concerning the identity of subject's

L////"Lexz'mgton Report' is familiar to her and that this was part

|prior to her employment, |stated that he
et o | |during the summer oI 1903,

: When questicned concerning the identity of NEPA
documents in the possesgion of subject, she stated that the
' 7

of the material which was moved from the first safe at the timé®
of the receipt of the sccond safe from NEPA. She stated that gzc
subject returned this report to NEPA in September or Octcber, 179¢.
She advised that she is not able to identify any other reports
pertalining to NEPA by name or report number.

During the ccurse of this interview,
described subject as one of the finest men that she has ever
known. She stated that the development of the atomic bomb has
been a source of worry to him since he reallzes the terrible
potentials of the bomb when it comes to killing power. She stated
that she has heard him remark that he is not in favor of the
development ¢f the hydrogen bomb since he cannot see any use to
which it may be put other than the destruction of mankind.

| |stated that subject appearcd.to be quilte
hurt when the article that he had written for theScientific
American' in the April, 1950 issue resulted in the AREC destroying
the issues of the magazine that had already been printed containing
this article. According to subject told her that he
did not think that he had included any restricted or classifiled
information in this article. She stated that since that time
he has been particularly careful in matters pertaining to security.

stated that she considers subject both a-
foe of Communism and of Russia, and that she is of the sincere
cpinion that he is for America "first, last and a2lways'.
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Information was set forth earlier in this report

rggnggzning]an interview had with subject by SAS| |
and on July 28, 1950, when he was
guestioned concerniig his relationship with ALFRED SARANT, AT

the time of this interview, subject stated that during the time

that SARANT was employed at Cornell, the University had no
confidential contracts and that SARANT had no access to confidentilal
data in his work on the Synchrotron. BETHE stated that the only
confidential information at Cornell University ot this time, b6
of whieh he was aware, was contalned in various documents b7C
relating to a confidential consultant contract which BETHE had

with the Atomic Energy Commigsior since his termination of dutlos
at Los Alamos, New Mexico,but he claimed that [SLRANT had ao
access to this Lnf@umwtwon BETHE stated thay
formerly was employed at Califcrnia Technical Institutg and may
have had access to clagsified information at that time Whlbh
possibly could have been avallable to SARANT.

Concerning the confidential information in his
possession, subject statcd that all documents relating to his
consultant contract were maintalned in two safes in his office
at Cornell University, He stated that the combination tce one
safe is known only to himself and the combination fo the othen
safe 1is known only to himsell and to hig i
(this individual is identical witH Ererred
to above). Subject advised that the last mentioncd combination
was changed by order of the Atomic Energy Commisslion in January,
1950 but that the previous combination to this safe was Known o
nd Professor MORRISON, both of the|

cparctment at Cornell. Subject stated that] I):t’obab]]31_:.1.:1.:1___|
not know SARANT and was not alose tof [ knowing b6
only ag a graduatce student sub ject further stated that| | b7c
his preseunt also probably did not know SARANT
and was acgquainted with only as a graduate student at
the University. Dr. BETHE sdvised. however, that Professor
MORRISON was close td and thet he knew both were
active in a minovrity political parvy in Ithaca, of which MORRISON
was Chairman at that time. : - ,

It will be noted that the information furnished by
subject with reference to the safeg in his office 1s at variance
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with information received from his 1t
will be noted tha hdvised that shc Knows The
combination of both safes in subJect's office, whereas he advised

that she only knows the combination to one sgafe and that only
he himself kaowg the combination of the other safe.

V. ATTENDANCE AT INTERNATTIONAL CONEERENCE ON
NUCLEAR PHYSICS, UNIVERSITY O ChHICAGO,

SLPTEMBER, 1051

Conf'idential Informant hdvised in| |
that subject had been invited to attend the International
Conference on Nuclear Physics, sponsored by the Institute for
Nuclear Studieg of the Unilversity of Chicago from September 17
to 22, 1951.

On September 12, 1951 to
the Director, Department of Physics, Cornell University, advised
that subject had been in Europe during the summer but it was her

understanding that he was returning to the United States on . o
September 20th and would be in Beechhurst, Long Island, on that .
date. ) b7C
' ' b7D
Records of the Tthaca Pogt Office refliected no change
of address for subject. | | advised

that his records reflected the subject had instructed all mail
received by him during the summer months be dellvered to the
Nuclear Laboratory at Cornell University.

~ Albany Confidential Informand of known relia-
bility, advised that subject maintains a checking account at the
First Naticnal Bank of Ithaca but that records of this bank
reflected no change of address for subject during the summer of

1951,

This informant advised that a review of subject's
checking account reflected that the last_ifem in fhe account was
a check dated August 9, 1951, payable to i n
the amount of $510.00. This check, which bore subject's signdture
wag cashed at the Bank of Manhattan Company in New York City.

The foregoing information was furnished by[::::}ith'
the distinct understanding that it would not be made public

- except following the issuance of a subpoena in a proper case.
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Laboratory of Nuclear sStudles, Cornell University., advised on

September 1Uth that subject was returning to the United States

on Scptempner 16th and that he would arrive in Ishaca, New York

on September 20tr. It was | IunderstaJdirg that he would
2y for one day. Sceptember 16th, with his mother, Mri, ANNA

ETHE, Cryder's Point Beechurst, Long Island. | ndded

“That he had learncd hat subject would leave Nzv York for CthubO,

‘Sunday night, September 16th, to attend the Iaterrnat.ional

Conference on Nuclear Phyozco.

to the Uean of the Faculty,
Cornell Unilversity, advised that she had learned that during

the first week in September, 1951, subject was in Germany and his
wife was in Switzerland. She added that he was returning to _
Cornell University on September 20th after attending the conferﬁgyﬁ

of nuclear physicists in Chicago, Illinois. bE

. . ) . ‘ ' b7¢

Alvany Confidential Informand | of known 7D
reliability, advised that subject arrived at the International

Airport in New Ycrk City at 12:15 PM, on Plight 93-A of Trans-
world Airlines on September 16, 1951. This informant advised
that subject was traveling alone and was not met by anyone, and
that his baggage consisted of one metal handbag and cne canvas
zipper bag. Subject left the Idlewild Airport at 12:55 PM,
traveling by taxi cab and arrived at Cryder's Point at 2: OO PM,
stopping at a boarding house named MICHELS. Informant stated
that Cryder's Point 18 a small section in Beechurst, Long Island
consisting of about ten homes in a private location on a private
road. Subject traveled by taxi cab from Cryder's Point to
LaGuardia Airport and left cn Flight 129 of American Airlines

at 9:30 PM, September 16th enroute to Chicago.

Albany Confidential Informant of known
reliability, advised that subject arrived at tThe Chicago
Municipal Airport on American Alrlines Flight 129 at 11:05 PM,
Central Standard Time, September 16, 1951, After making return
rescrvations, which were ascertained to be Flight 120, dcparting
Chicago for Detroit at 2:40 PM, Central Standard Time, on '
September 19, 1951, and for Flight 716 from Detroit to Buffalo,

/

~33-




AL 100-12000

New York, departing Detroit at 5:05 PM, on September 19, 1951,
subject left the airport. It was ascertained by this informant
that subject stayed at the Hotel Windermere, 1642 East 56th
Street, Chicago from Septembep—lhth to’SeptemBer 19th, 1951.
Albany Confidential Iaformant’ of known reliabllity, advised
that subject made no telephone calls while staying at the Hotel
Windermere and also that he received no mail during the period
of his stay there.

The schedule of the International Conference on
Nuclear Physics, University of Chicago, reflecved that subject
was listed as a participant in a 2:00 PM session on Monday,
September 17, 1951 and as one who would give an auxiliary paper
at a session at 2:00 PM on September 18, 1951.

S

On Albany Confidential Informard
of known reliability, advised that he attended about half of the
gsesslions of the International Conference on Nuclear Physics
held in the Institute for Nuclear Studies at the University of
Chicago from Septomber 17 to September 22, 1951. Informant
stated that he is acquainted with subject, but had only one chancep,
to talk with him during the conference. He stated that as far ;
as he could judge, subject is a reasonably loyal person who is ¢
among the advisory group of the "Bulletin of Atomic Scientists".pb7p
Informant's impression is that BETHE is somewhat conservative,
seems to have a very firm belief in democracy, and seems to think
that the people of the United States can decide guesftions
correctlv Informant statedl |

fnformant stated he did not know whom
SUDJECC concaceed at the conference, but. he did know that he
ningled with 2 number of delegates, Informant added that he

On | Albany Confidentilal -
Infcrmand of known reliability, advised that he first knew
sub jectl |
Informant stated |

’
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that subject spoke at the Conference on Nuclear Physics and
that his remarks were purely scientific and were discussicn of
some evnariments which had been reported on by| |

on the preceding day.

Informant stated that subject is a man of broad
interests and capabilities and that he considers him loyal to
the United States. He stated that he did nnt see much of subject
at the conference and did not know with whom he was in contact,
but did recollect that he did not see him during the last few
days of the conference., Informant added that he observed no
activity indicating anyone was trying to obtain classified
information and observed no breaches of security during the-
conference,

{___QDJ, Albany Confildential
Informan Jof unknown reliability, advised that|

that he considers subject to be

ST 1Call, T stated that subject had given a
lecture at the Conference on Nuclear Physice at the University,
of Chicagol b6

b7C
b7D
an| Albany Confidential |
Informant . _of known reliability, advised

| 2nd had visited

with delegates on a number of soclal occasgions, at which time he

observed no breaches of security. This informant could furnish ‘

no specific information concernlng subject's activities at the ,
conference,

0 Albany Confidential
Informant| !of known reliability, advised that although he

did not meel subject at the Conference on Nuclear Physics, he

did have a social contact with various delegates to the conferencé
and that he had observed no breaches of security or attempts = ~
to obtain classified information. .

’
/

Albany Confidential Informant advised that sﬁbject

~departed from Chicago at the Chicagc MunicIpal Airport on .
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Flight 120 via American Airlines at'3:15‘PM, Central Standard
Time, September 19, 1951.

Albany Confidential Informant of known
reliability, advised that subject arrived at Buffalo, New Yorkbz
from Chicago, Illinois via American Airlines, Flight 716 at LD
approximately 8:12 PM, Eastern Daylight Saving Time, on
September 19, 1951. Subject immediately took a taxi to the
Lehigh Valley Railroad and boarded an eastbound train, departing
at 8:55 PM. It was ascertained that subject was going to
Ithaca, New York, where he wculd arrive at 12:45 AM, Eastern
Daylight Sav1ng Time, September 20, 1951. This informant
advised that subgect's baggage consisted of one large leather
case, dark brown with light tan trim,and an overnight bag, either
canvas or leather, . the color of which was a brilliant red.

VI, INFORMATION-CONCERNING ARTICLE WRITTEN BY
SUBJECT IN THE APKRIL, 1950 ISSUE OF THE
"SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN"

Reference was made previously in this report to an
article written by subject in the April, 1950 issue o -
"Scientific American'". Albany Confidential Infarmantﬁ:ffi] of
known reliability, recently furnished information received by
him from Albany Confidential Informentl |of unknown
reliability. Confidential Informanf in referring to the
"Scicntific American’, stated that it runs to the sort of Ltufs"
which the Soviets wiuld like to see in a popular scientific
journal, including left-wing authors on atomic energy and security
guestions. There runs through nearly all the issues, a general
vein of anti-sccurity editorial policy and the most significant
of this sort of material is in the May, 1951 issue at Page 33, B
where they deride the idea that the ROSENBERG-SOBELL tPlTl at
which GREENGLASS testified, dealt with real security matters that
it was vital to keep secret. The theme is that the atom bomb S
is so complex that no 1nd1v1aual could do much harm by rchﬂllng
a detail.

This informant went on to report that the magazine
used information received from various left-wing authors and

\
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makes particular refercnce to subject, who, according to this
informant, was against the H-bomb development and holds that our
best and proper defense against Communism 18 prosperity. This
informant advised that subject also attacked separatism and
supra-nationalism, which "are ways of expressing the support of
the one world idea and that Lbevbﬂdy should share the bomb and
other atomic energy secret matters"

‘2 /4’7/)'/“/

Y .
QV This informant further advised that the April, 1950
N issue of the '"Scientific American”, contained a 5,000 word b
v article by HANS BETHE, which was suppressed,on account of four P7C
QL technical paragraphs, by order of the ARC. Informant reported that
~ in one story on this incident, BETHE was identified as "war-time
2 chief of theoretical physics at Los Alamos' According to this
b informant, 3,000 copies already run off WCPL burned, type was
; melted down, and cvery ralley proof and script imp ded. The
e "Scientific American", through its editor, GERARDKPIEL, attacked
%Eh the AEC decision and ant to some trouble to drum up scientific
B opposition to the AEC's policies on securify in a way fully
g consistent with the editors genceral opposition to effective
9 security policies. Further, according to this informant, the -
&?} Federation of Amcrican Sclentists Jolned the protest, attacking
ﬁF{A attempts to restrict secret information and ridiculing the idea
o that "security lies in blind secrecy”.
S On September 26, 1951, DENNIS ”@LANAGAN. Editor of
Z<h the "Spientific imewican' was intervicwed by SA|
ia @ and SA | TLANAGAN stoted he méT SUBJEct In
¥ T connection with an awticle of BETHE's which was published by
T the "Scientific American". TFLANAGAN explained that he had been
§; advised by a friend, one EUGENE RABINOWITCH, of the staff of the

"Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists" that BETHE had written an
article on the hydrogen bomb. FLANAGAN advised that the
"Bulletin of Atomic Scientists” is published in Chicago by the
Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists and has & circulation_of
about 15,000 copies per month., He also advised that RABINOWITCH
was a professor of physics at the University of Illinois and was
co~editor of "The Bulletin". RABINOWITCH suggested to FLANAGAN
that the "Scientific imerican” might like to publish subject's
article. FLANAGAN advised that he read the subject's article and
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BETHE gave him permission to have 1t published.
FLANAGAN said that when subject prepared the article

he had it mimeographed and circulated about twenty coples among
his friends and among other people to have it cleared. He sent

ohe copy of the article td | one of the five
members of the Atomic Energy Commission. When the article was
sent tc¢ he was away on vacation and did not see it until

the "ScIentiric American' had set up the article and had run off
about 5,000 copies. The article was sent to[_____ Jon 2 personal

basis,and as a result it was not examined by any other men
the Atomic Energy Commission during absence., When

finally read the article he felt that 1T contained certain
material which should not be published. FLANAGAN advised that
the Atomic Energy Commission destroyed the printing plates on

the article and confiscated the 5,000 copies of the magazine that
had been run off. FLANAGAN stated that none of the original
copies of the magazine which was published in Aprill, 1950, was
delivered to the news stands.

FLANAGAN stated he talked to the subject about dalcﬁjcg
the objectional passages and they made several deletions. The
Atomic Energy Commission then approved the article in its corrected
form. FLANAGLN advised that the article was a non-technical '
article on why BETHE did not want the United States to manufacture
the hydrogen-bomb. FLANAGAN stated that since the article wag
not technical, it did not ocecur to subject that the information

was not generally known., According to FLANAGAN, subJect opposed
the manufacture of the hydrogen bomb because he felt that this
country could get by with the atom bomb and that in manufacturing
the hydrogen bomb we would have to manufacture fewer atom bombs.
FLANALGAN stated he belleved subject's feelings were of a technlcal
nature rather than of a political nature, -

FLANAGAN made available o copy of the April, 1950 issue .
of the "Scientific American" and in the first paragraph subject.
in referring to apevious article, written by one | |

stated that he agreed entirely with his view that the crcation of
the H-bomb makes our country more vulnerable rather than more secure,
Subject goes cn to state that he will discuss the hydrogen bomb
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both on the technical side and on the political sideg and that on
the political side he wished to take up the moral issue and the
meaning of the bomb in the general framewcrk of our foreign
relations.

The following is quoted from the section of this
article devoted to the moral issue involved in the construction
of the hydrogen bomb: "I believe the most important question
is the moral one: Can we who have always insisted cn morality
and human decency between natiocns as well as inside our own
country introduce this weapon of total annihilation to the world. ,
The usual argument heard in the frantic week before the Prcskdent's
declsion and fregquently since 1s that we are fighting against a
country which denies all the human values we cherish and that any
weapon however terrible must be used to prevent that country and
its creed from dominating the world. It is argued that it would
be better for us to lose our lives than our liberty and with
this view, I personally agree but I believe this 1s not the
choice facing us here. I believe that in a war fought with
hydrogen bombs we will lose not only many lives but all our
liberties and human values as well.

"Whoever wishes to use the hydrogen bomb in our
conflict with the U,S,3.R. either as a threat or in actual
warfare is adhering to the old fallacy that the ends Jjustify the
means.a The fallacy is the more obvious because our conflict
with the U,S.S.R. is mainly about means. It is the means that
the U.S.S.R. is using both in dealing with her own citizens and
withoother nations that we abhor. We have little quarrel with
the professed aim of providing a decent standard of living for
all. We would invalidate our cause if we were to use in our fight
means that can only be termed mass slaughter. ' ‘

"We believe in personal liberty and human dignity,
the value and importance of the individual, sincerity and openness
in the dealings between men and between nations, prosperity for
all and peace based on mutual trust. A1l this is in great contrast
to the methods which the Scviet Guvernment uses 1n pursuing its.
aims and which it belicves necessary in the 'beginning phase!
of Communism - which by now has lasted thirty-three years.
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Regimentation of the private lives of all citlizens, systematic
education and spying upocn one's friends, ruthless shifting of
populations regardless of their personal ties and preferences,
inhuman treatment of prisconers in labor camps, suppression of free
speech, falsification of history in dealing both with thelr own
citizens and with other natiocns, violation of promises and treaties
and the distorted interpretations offered in excuse of these
violations - these are some of the methods of the U,3.3.R. which
~are hateful to the people of the western world but if we wish

to fight against these methods, our methods must be clean.” b6

b7C

Later in the article subject states: "So we come
finally to one reason and only one that can Justify our bullding
the H-bomb: namely, to deter the Russians from using it against
us 1if conly for fear of our retaliation. Our possession of the
bomb might possibly put us in a better position if the U.3.8.R.
should present us with an uvltimatum based on their possession of
it. In other words, the one purposc of our development of the
bomb would be to prevent 1ts use,not to use it. If this is our
reason we can contribute much to the peace of the world by stating
this reason openly. This could be done in a declaration either by
Congress or by the President that the U,S. will never be the first
to use the hydrogen bomb, that we would cmploy the weapon only if
it were used against us or one of our allies.”

On September 27, 1951, Dr. JOHN R. DUNNING, Dean of
the School of Engineering. Columbis University, New York City.

was interviewed by SA lnd 54

Dr. DUNNING stated he was ramiliar with the "Scientific American”
and believed that 1t is the foremcst magazine of its type in the
country. He stated that it is not a "left-wing magazine'" and as
a matter of fact takes no political position. Dr. DUNNING stated
that he was famliliar with the circumstances surrounding the
publication of the subject's article in.the "Scientific American'
and believed that the facts were the same as those mentioned by _
DENNIS FLANAGAN, IR

Dr., DUNNING stated that he knew Dr. BETHE and that he
thought that BETHE had exercised "poor judgment"” in publishing
the article. He stated that he did not believe that BETHE's
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opposition to the development of the hydrogen bomb was caused by
any disloyalty to the United States. He further stated that

Dr., BETHE 1is a very capable scientist and 1s playing a foremost
part today in the development of the hydrogen bomb.

On September 24, 1951,
in Charge of Research, Cornell University, was interviewed b
the writer as reported previously. During this interviewJ::%::]
stated that he had heard of the difficulties which arose
over subject's article written for the "Scientific American'.
However, stated that hewas naot scauainted with and had
not read tThe article in question. did stated that he
has read the "Scientific American' oIT and on for several years
and that in his opinion, by no stretch of the imagination, can it be
considered "left-wing'. He stated that he has always thought that
the magazine attempts to keep itself free from political gquestions
and issues. ' '
: . b6
b7C

VII. MISCELLANEOUS INVESTIGATION AND INFORMATION

A. Results of previous invegtigation

The following investigation mas caonduefed by SA

bn April 7 and 8, 1947.

| of the University, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York,

stated that he was personally acquainted with Professor RELHE and
had known him since he first arrived at Cornell in 1935. |
asserted that BETHE was of excellent character and reputation, and
that he was considered a very distinguished member of the Cornell
faculty and as_being one of the outstanding theoretical physicists
in the world. [::::f:]stated that he had never heard any criticism
or comments in any way derogatory pertaining to BETHE's political
beliefs or sympathies, pointing out that, on the contrary, BETHE

was a German refugee who was regarded as being strongly anti-Nazi,
anti-Communist, and anti-totalitarian, being strongly pro-American
and pro-democratic. E::::::gstated that BETHE is one of the most
“emotionally pro-American naturalized citizens he has ever met, and
stated that he has no doubt but tnat BETHE is entirely loyal to
the government of the United States. He added that BETHE's reputa-
~tion concerning politics was that it was very conservative, that he
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seldom expressed himself on political matters, and was inclined to
leave such matters to officials of the government charged with
the responsibility of policy-making with respect to the United
States and implementation of sclentific development.

off the Deparfment
of Physics, Cornell University, stated that as a member of the
staff of the'thsiCs Department; BETHE"is under his administrative

supervision. stated he has known BETHE ever sincé he firgt
arrived at Corne in 1935, and that he has the highest regard for» t
him from the standpoint of his ability.s ~entleman, and as a - b°
loyal and patriotic American citizen. Eff:f:ﬁstated that at no P7C
time has he had any cause to suspect or in any way question any

of BETHE's activities, associates or conduct. He pointed out

that BETHE 1s, in fact, a German refugee and that he fled from
Germany to this country because of his disscresment with the Nazi
philosophy ruling Germany at that time. stated that BETHE
has frequently expressed himself as being anti-Nazi, anti-Communist,
and anti-totalitarian and very strongly pro-American and pro-
democratic. |added that he knew that BETHE is concerned over
the present aggressive political tactics of Russia, and that he

feels that it is the responsibility of the United States to curb
Russia in order to protect democracy and freedom throughout the
world. With respect to the disposition of atomic materials and

the construction and disposition of atomic weapons tated
that BETHE is inclined not toéxpress himself on su .

Dean CARLETON C, MURDOCK, Professor of Physics and
Dean of the University faculty, advised that he had known BETHE
and had been associated with him since his arrival at Cornell in
1935. Professor MURDOCK considered BETHE to be the highest type
of gentleman from the standpoint of character and reputation, and
an intensly loyal citizen of the United States. MURDOCK described
BETHE as being typically a "pure scientist" and that he occupied
himself almost entirely with scientific research and did not _
associate with any individuals outside of his field. MURDOCK .~
stated that BETHE seldom makes any statements or comments of a
political nature, and when he does e ig criticizing Communist and
like philosophies and expressing himself in favor of democracy
and Americanism, According to MURDCCK, BETHE is grateful to<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>