Yereh 8, 1974

The Honorable John J. Sirice

Chief Judze

U, 5. Bistrict Court for the
Distriet of Coluxbie

U. ‘8. Courthouse

¥ashington, U. €. 20001

Dear Judge Sirica:

At its meeting on Thursday the Coxmitiee on the Judieisry of the lcuse
of Representutives spreed unanimously to aubborize and dirvect me
regpeetfully to roquest that you provide the Cormittee the materinls
gelivered to you lost Friday cy the Crand Jury.

On Pebruery &, 10T7h, the louse, by & vate of 510 to I, suthorizved and
directed the Committee on the Sudiciary "to investisete fully end com-
pletely whether sufficient grounds exist for the liouse of Representa-
tives to cxercise its comstltutlional power to impeach Richerd M, fivon, -

. President of the United States of Americs." A copy. oft 'hh&t r&nmlutim*, o

{¥. Res. 803), is enclosed. e

In the floor debste that preceded the wvote on that resolution I ex- - .
plained thet the purpose of the resclution wes to empover the Commitiee
ta exercime in eny snd every case the full, original, end unqualii’ie&
investigative pover eonferred apoh the Fouse by the Constitubion.
{Corgressional Record - House, February 6, 3.9?'15 Pege ¥ 528.)

Last Fridry the Crand Jury vresented to you, as Chief Judze for the
Dletrict Court, District of Colurbie, two docunents and o brief cate.
Frior %o a&im on its resoludion, the Judiclary Comnittee pod been
informed, on the basla of publiec reports and disclosures in open courd
on the previous day that this naterdal included & two-page grasnd jury
report. These have &l) been placed under ssal by the Court. On .
Wednesday It was ststed in open court by Mr. Lacovera, Counsel o the
Specinl Prosecutor, that the Crand Jury had requested thet the figterisl
be trensmitted to the House of Representatives, as necessery to its
coxrying out its impeschzent inquiry. (Dailly Transeript, Pages 18,

19, 84 gnd 85.)
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The Honorabl

. During tha seme hearing the Special Prosecutor, by ¥r. Lacovars, a&vise&
the Court, in light of the Fresident'’s directive to turn over 4o the
House Judiciary Committee all materisls which he turned over to the
Speclal Prasecutor, that these materimls sre not necessarily cotermipal
with the content af whet the Crand Jary: has asked thia Court to trans-
it to the House Judiciary Committee, {Daily Transeript, Page 79.}

The unanimous resalution of the Judiciary Camittee reflects the
Commdttee’s view that in constituticpal terms it would be unthinkdble
12 this material were kept from the Mouse of Representatives in the
vourse of 'hhe dizcherge of its nmost ewesome constitutional respongl-
bility. .

Ou:r- Consbitution Intended that hstters of such werwhelming na:'bianal
significance as the current ongoing fmpeachment inguiry should de
decidsd on the basis of the best nvailable evidence and the fullest

© possible understanding of - the facts. Were the Jiouse to act in this
Inpeachment inquiry without having bad the cpnortunity to teke this
grand jury material into mocount, I fear that ench House member, and,
in Tact, the entire couwnbry, would experience an enormous lack of
confidence in our constitutionsl systen of goversnment. .

-'Pen&ing presenta.titm of the resulis of the impeachnen‘b inquiry,
material received by the inﬂuiry steff will be held strictly in sc~
cordance with cmfx&ewtiuity‘ procedures sdopted by the Judiciary
Cornittee on Pebrusry 22, 197h. A copy of those procedures is en-
eclosed. The Commitbtee, in adopting those procedures, has determined
that they sfford the sirictest limitation that csn be imposed respon—
gibly on materinls received by the inquiry staff, consistent with
propar diseharge of the Comxittee’s mnstitutional duby,

The Cormittee has been proceeding and will continue expeﬁitimusly : '
. with its inpeachment inquiry in & mennsr that takes fully into accownt
4he interests of individusls end the orderly conduct of other govern-
mentel processes. Central to the Cormittee's px‘oce&urez, hovever, and
o our system of governnent, is the essentiel, dominant respansihﬂzty o
end povwer reposed by the Constitutlon in the House alone. . R

Mr. Doar and Mr. Jenner bave reported to the Comittee your fquestion
of Vednesday whether it might beé feasible to defer the impeachnent
inguiry wntil after the Septexber 9 trial dete you have set- for-the
pending indictments. The Cozmittec has asked we to report to you -
that 1% 15 in no respect possible for the Committee and the House of kY
Represenﬁ&tives nov to susgend for any period of time $helr: present
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pursuit of thelr conatitutional responsibility. The House and the
Judiciary Comxittes are under s controlling constifutional chligetion
and commitment to sct expeditiously ip caxrrying out t}xeir sulem con-
stitutionsl r}uty. .

Sincefel:r',

' PETER W. RODIHG, m o
Chatrman T

Enaiosumfea
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The Honorable Peter &. Roding, Jo,
Cizirman

Comszittee on the Judiciary
Bowse 0f Representatives
Congress of the United States
Yashington, D.C.
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Dear Mr. Chairman:

- X am in receipt of your letter dated March 8, 1974
requesting, on behalf -of the Bouse Judigciary Conm*ttee,
that I provide the Committee with materials deliversd to
the Court last Friday by the June 5, 1872 grand Jury of
this district.

Y

§ As you may be awaxe, this matter is currbntly sub
“ judice. I shall be pleased 1o reply to your request
once a decision is reached by me in the near future.

| - Sincef7 .
T - /O—L/Q/./(_,
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THE WHITE HOUSE |

WASHINGTON
March 7, 1974

Dear Judge Sirica:

In the event that it is finally determined that the
report of the grand 3ury and the materials submitted to
the Court in connection therewith should be made avail-
able to the Committee on the Judiciary, United States
House of Representatives, T reguest, on behalf of the
President of the United States, the right to review the
report and other materials and to copy same if I deem
any to be relevant, It would seem that this reguest is
in accordance with the concept of fundamental fairness
.and, at least by analogy, with the statutory requirement
set forth in 18 U.S.C. 3333} (1). _

I am forwarding a copy of this letter te Mr. John Doar,
8pecial Counsel for the Committee on the Judiciary, United
ﬁStates Hotise eof Representatives, with the hope that he
will advise Your Honor that he has no objection to the
granting of this reguest.

Jdmes D. St. Clair |
pecigl Counsel to the President

The Honorable John J. Sirica

Room 2428
United States Courthouse

Third and Constitution Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C.

ce:s Mr. John M. Doar




