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The following resources and obscure public records are among the best places to look for
information about how dark money groups are spending money in elections and who funds them.

Issue One’s “Dark Money llluminated” project, with profiles of the largest dark money groups and a
searchable, sortable, online database featuring more than 400 unique dark money donors. Methodology.

OpenSecrets.org allows you to search data on dark money spenders and over 4.9 million ad records.

Business records - for LLCs, nonprofits and corporations
e Charitable solicitation records - NC, FL, NY, CA, WV (among others) require lots of information.
e State-level business documents - annual reports often list directors.
e IRS Form 1023/Form 1024 applications for tax-exempt status

IRS Form 990s
e |RS exempt-organization business master file can help you ID the EIN of a dark money group
IRS tax exempt organization search
Foundation Center/Guidestar.org
CitizenAudit.org
ProPublica’s Nonprofit Explorer
Pro tip: Request 990s from the organization itself and ask for a (redacted) Schedule B, which
shows amounts each donor gave (while redacting the donors’ names).
o In person request: Response required same day
o In writing request: Response required within 30 days
e List of past nonprofit dark money donor organizations and when their next Form 990s are due

Ways to find nonprofits’ receipts and grants (which are reported on Schedule | of IRS Form 990s)
e CitizenAudit.org - you can search for any word, phrase, or number across multiple Form 990s (!)
e OpenSecrets.org Nonprofit Data Search
o Center for Public Integrity's Nonprofit Network search tool

Other good ways to look for money flowing into dark money groups

e LD-203 filings for contributions from lobbyists (House version search / Senate version search)

e LM-2 filings by labor unions with Dept. of Labor - search “payer/payee” field

e FEC expenditure data - search “recipient name” field

e Voluntary corporate disclosures (often posted annually on their websites)
o Center for Political Accountability-Zicklin Index - tracks corporate disclosure policies
o CPA’s TrackYourCompany.org search tool - search by “recipient” for 2015-2017
o Center for Public Integrity database of 2012 corporate disclosures

Other good ways to look for money flowing out of dark money groups
e OpenSecrets.org FCC political ad file data - search any word or phrase across all documents
Online political ad resources from Facebook, Twitter, Google
ProPublica’s archive of political ads on Facebook
Spending reported to the FEC (also tracked by OpenSecrets.org and ProPublica’s itemizer tool)



https://www.issueone.org/dark-money/
https://www.issueone.org/dark-money/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vpImNT1tSNoBWpSIg7Hx_gqG85hcM70CJ_5DtPcIYBI/edit#gid=0
https://www.issueone.org/dark-money-methodology/
https://www.opensecrets.org/outsidespending/summ.php?cycle=2018&chrt=V&disp=O&type=U
https://www.opensecrets.org/ad-data/
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-organizations-business-master-file-extract-eo-bmf
https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
http://foundationcenter.org/find-funding/990-finder
http://www.guidestar.org/
https://www.citizenaudit.org/
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eaFZxArDo_HTjSogUyZ2EA7vtlDQ3ZZqv1Z1cRvU24Q/
https://www.citizenaudit.org/
https://www.opensecrets.org/dark-money/
https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/search-the-nonprofit-network/
http://disclosures.house.gov/lc/lcsearch.aspx
https://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=lobbyistselectfields
https://olms.dol-esa.gov/query/getPayerPayeeQry.do
https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?data_type=processed&two_year_transaction_period=2018&min_date=01%2F01%2F2017&max_date=12%2F31%2F2018
https://politicalaccountability.net/index
http://www.trackyourcompany.org/search.html
https://publicintegrity.org/federal-politics/top-u-s-corporations-funneled-173-million-to-political-nonprofits/
https://www.opensecrets.org/ad-data/
https://www.facebook.com/politicalcontentads
https://ads.twitter.com/transparency
https://transparencyreport.google.com/political-ads/library?hl=en
https://projects.propublica.org/facebook-ads/
http://www.fec.gov/
https://www.opensecrets.org/outsidespending/summ.php?cycle=2018&chrt=V&disp=O&type=U
https://projects.propublica.org/itemizer/
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