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nnamy, then it wnulﬂ ba vary diffiqglt to argue fhat %he_?ﬁi

cal structure reating on such a foundation is haaicallgranbmﬁxgﬁs
‘oisg democratid one, no matter how weak. Because the CPI(ML) is s0

completely wrong in its understanding of both the economy and the

gtate, their revoluticnary strategy to combat this state is corr-
espondingly flawed. It remains the task of Indian revolutionaries
to develop an appropriate revolutionary strategy that can lead to

vigtory.
Since India is not semi-feudal it is wrong to see the Indian

state as representing above all the domimation of so-called "feu-

dal" landowners in the countryside. The Congress is suppossd to
be the party of this landlord cless. It is extremely difficult

for any serious student of agrarian relations to accept that ihis
is the case in presemt-day India. But even in pre-Indspendence In

-diz, the Coneress did not represent the class of big, so-called
vfoudal" landlords. This is what our first article aims to show,

and in doing =0, it in effect eriticises the political and proge-
‘ammatie perspectives which follow from the theoretical chardeter-

isation of Indiz as feudal or' szmi-feudal.In the next issue we

‘will present the final article in the series on this subject,whi—

¢ch will show why present-day agrarian relations are clearly capi-
talist.
ﬂhé Baﬁﬂna article is on Poland. The greﬂt workers' mover




Etn‘l:ﬁitlﬂ oF :Eelaﬁd S r'ot pUSE.‘LblF' to even siggest confiden-
Ty let 2iome dictate, what - tectics 2nd strategy must be 2d-
:_.a:p,tﬂlﬁ ‘to achieve this end, But the diresction of the dynamic musth
“be mede ¢lear %o all. The central axis of the struggle today is
1:,313 ;ﬂzga.niaetiﬁn, extension znd centrelisstion of the self-menag-
ement warkers councils which will lay the indispensable founda-
tign for the decisive political showdown with the buresucracy, Ww-
hieh can be postponsd but not ulsimately avelded, Before that the
proletariat must try to achieve the most fevoureble shiffs in the
relationship of forces that 1t pan, The increasing institutional-
igation of workers' control will enable the existing dynamic to
gather greater and greater momentum. The development of revoluti=
onary pﬂlit;cal perties and formations which can pose the gues-
ﬁfi?"t'ﬂ.'-ﬁ?ﬂllt 2l power mosw shar, ly will then become &n inerse-
singly urgent need. The ongoing struegle by the Folish workers
has _m-g-.mnnmntuuﬂ;;- ingeed global implicativns, It deserves the

- Dne reader criticised aur presentation of Michasl Kidron's ar
:.:hu,-,ﬁl.g m atatﬁ ca.p;talimn in the 1:-151: dssue becauae GUr own &t‘b- -




¢ fffHEMgntﬁllam ﬁﬁat ia giviqg fuegs-tnftﬁaﬁe pe Hiﬁ?’ﬂﬁ'j

i is. It ig therefore the responsibility of re ﬁ&uﬁiwnﬂaﬂﬁﬁr *d
ta give a gmu.{nel,,r sceialiat perspective to this pan-Arabism, i
such as the struggle for a socislist federation of n&ah=nﬁxiﬂ&§1,,
of which Palestine would form a pars. This is a complex issue wh-
jch needs to be discussed in the future. ik -
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CPERATION DEMOLITICHN
I the morning of July 23, 1961, the Maharashtra Bovernment un
—expectedly commenced Operation Demulition. In six hours it ruth-
lessly demglished 18C0 kutcha huts housing roughly 10% of Bombay‘®s
eetimated 206,000 pavement-dwellers. Mgst of them were deported to
their 'mative places' by buses speeially commandesred for this pu-
rpose. Even pregnant women were not spared snd at least one new-
Bern baby died in transit. 'n.fl-'-l".]:,ﬂ_‘__'{ evicted soomany =6 gqoickly, Mr,
Antﬁiay and his echorts were cenfident of r&piﬂly.campieting:the
operation, :

But the PUCL (Feoples Union of Civil Liberties) filed a peti-
tion in the High Court aszinst this evietion-com-demolition and
sbtained a stay order temporarily halting the operation. The state
government and its supporters gave a number ¢f justificetions for =
the ruthless exercise, all of which were false. Some said these '
n&muctuxﬁs~un ths p&vemants were an unhygainic H&yﬂsnweﬂ and




The I‘Eﬂl reasﬂn fur Operation Demolition ia not difficult £
' '.am.. Thﬂ Ilaharash‘sra gﬁvernment wants to solve the prﬂ’blem

13-,3.? mnzhrng the entry pfepoar migpants and +hus preaerﬂ‘ﬂag. L
city primamlv for the rich and the well-tao-fo. As part of th\isﬁ
stratesy it wants tc evict many of the ponr who have alresady se-
ttied in the city-- hence Operaiicon Bemolition. This kind of the
mk;u;g E€ven gops against the government's own Regional Developmen
‘Plans in not frying to uncerstand why so meny pecple in the maﬁm—‘
politan eities of India have %o make pavements their homes, let
‘alone coing something to saolyve this housing problem. ,r
It ig well known that around 80% of the urben population of
India is &t, neer or Lelow the poverty line. Despite sig;n-iﬁ'i-aé:il’ﬁiﬁ' :
industrialisation, there has been no significant urbanisaticn,
The proporticn of pecple living in the countryside and in the ci- :
| ties is Toughly what it was 70 years ogo. Though pressure to lea
'-’“_'E' thﬂ wﬂlﬁg‘ea hag hu’llt up, the higz urban arsas are nat a B‘t;%ﬁﬂéﬁ ¢
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tating . big rier.. It is thus, the reall_]r &estltmtg

5 diEpEHELJ_EEﬁ. of land, migrai- to the big citieg and it is ne= .
':uailx' &fﬂzungh,t or femine that leads them to do so.

ﬂthw,g}l in Bombay (the Tichest city in India) it is gosalhle

- meagre livelihood, it is impossible to afford a nplac

T T a\ﬁh?::t* words the-destitute are'roofless but not jab19$é-l'ld
reed to stay on the bavements because they have no

pavement and slum-dwellers the soapegoats for

mgzﬁ ’hhﬁtﬁ e::;islts in Elm‘&ggr, Jch& ‘Etatﬂ smrﬂﬂm&ﬂ'-t
b ﬁ -. | g i y iy iy
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Th& Bﬂ?rﬁma Eﬂurt has EECEgtaﬂ fﬂx the tim""“

;1era wlth ‘A reasunahle ﬁhanee that they might iin&lly"min a 15*

right of some sort to gtey where they are. Subsequently the Pﬁﬂﬂ
alsa filed a petition in the Supreme Court under the same imtiﬁld~

It is important to note how the first pesition to the Eupggmﬁ
Court, incrder to defend the interests of tha pavement- dwéllera, f-f

tried with some suecess to interpret the provisions of the ﬂﬁng@; ;f“i';
-tution in an originel way ie. by giving en economic content to J ’Q;:
the concept of fundamental rights. [hus the Uonstituion which has = IR

egoentially defended the interests of the rich, ean be used im the o,

_intersts of the poor, =ad in the process of doing so help. foinn= 40 L

dermine the bourgenis character of the Constitution itseld, Fur-
thermore no cne can donbt that if these petitions had not been fi-
led, the Maharsshira government would have earried out o comple-
tion its demolition programme. For a variety of ressons pavement-
dwellers have not beesa sufficiently crgsnised 4o be a2ble to Oppose.
effectively such onslaughts upon them.

A171 this raises some importAnt questions abeut the mexth&da that.
gar and should be adopted by Indiesn revolutionariss in the course .
of their politicel activity. No revelutinmary cen dispute that tr- el
ade union work is necessery in order to d=fend the interests of fhE“.:*“'ﬁ
working clags, Or that-to c2rry cut Gueh morg it I5 n&aessﬂrr 0 £y fﬁ?#?

interven= 1&5&113 in *he geurts. But whereas “rads unions are aﬂ&f“ =
ﬁ;qien$1y ﬁrganise& to be abla tu use thﬂ 1&5a1 apparatus, his




1agallbattlﬁs in their favour is as gaaﬂ a way 25 any other
gﬂinlng'that initial eredibility. This must, of course, be fﬁ
wed by all kinds of propagancistic and agitational activitie
-geed after the success of these petitions, meny groups even Iﬁv
not at =li connected with these legal setipns, received & big
ost in their efforts to mobilise among pavement-cwellers. '
_In fact these legal interventi ms engendered a wide publ
netiénsl debate on the rights of pavement-dwellers and did s
within-fhe framework of the argumenta pui forward by the pefisi
oners. This by itself reised conscicusness of the issue and mo-
hiliged people., In 2 situ&tl;n where revoluofionaries have great:
@ifficulty in getiing o =~ forums such asg the mass me
and paz:llamentarjr 1115’511:11‘!:1 sns for prepacating their idess,
‘was no mesn achievement. In fact this whole experience ze-empha-‘ *
sised the tmportance of twn paints. '
First thet even the Supreme Court is & politicsl institution
where issues can be Zebsted in 2 political manner, The bourgeo=
sie and its representatives understand this even if many revo
ticnaries don't. The latter mast tackle =nd confront the former
in all srenas, both within the apparatuses of the bourgecis
as well as putside it, om the battle-field 4f extra-parliamer
ané éx_‘tr"a-legal agkivna.
Second, contzary to what meny leftists, particularly in the
!Iiﬁfﬂﬂﬂllf think, India hes had since independence (apart from B
-‘  emergency period) = functi ning bourgeois demccratic state,
-%taﬂgh.it is xF_camga;iaon wiyh the hunxgewis_&gmo¢rat;p re

S -n--__._‘.”-.'n .-'l-.luqq.i
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msal apyafrgtus. In such bourgeais




mn-ﬁnd ﬁhe prﬂmntman &f directlﬁ "claas struggle" mstﬁudg.“
are an important complement to it. Ultimataly, of course, it i
the unity and combetivity of the cupressed classes that wiil.iﬁk
the deciding factor in the revolutionary struggle.
e . et = L N NN T = =i =
s e S— i
THE CONGRESS PARTY BEFORE INDEPENDENCE iR

According to the CPT(ML) Tndi is a semi-feudal/semi-colonial
society dominated by fhe Yourgesis-landlord eombine. These prlnni- '
pel opuressor clusses are supposed To be politically represented 'f
in the Indian stete by the Congress party. The ides that as far as
the countryeide goes the Congress ig the party of the landlords is
a grave error which is clearly revealed if we look =% the history ==y
of rural siruggles in India even Lefore the advent of the Gnngreﬂa '
and then later at the relefi-nshis of the Congress to these stru-

gglea.

R T T [ e

A common feature of the nineteenth century was the struggles of
tenant farmers and swall peasant propriétors against the landlords
which were successful on the whule in improving the lot of the for-
mer. The struggle by Benmgali tenant farmena faresd the British to
pass the Benz=l Tenancy Aect in 1885 which gave some secticm of the
tenants permanent tenure. This Aet wes the culmination of a decade .
of struggle between landlords and temants, Thers was the famous i
Pabhna revolt of 1873 which succeeded in regtricting the landlord's :
hitherto abeolute power in matters of cstate menagement. The socio- S
ecunumic pﬁwer ofi rieh naasunie or aoteﬂars was consnli&ateﬂ gL R D ﬁﬁr

 rural Eﬁﬂagﬁﬁir L e
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:;ﬁﬁ tu Rysﬂre, Tra“ﬂrnnru ;nr Urigaa. It wes lnllawad bi tﬁa prme
'1¢nggﬂ setyagrana of Meusa pezsants ag zainst landlords, The 1atter

eapitulated, abolishing = number of "feudsal dues". In late 1945

—the Eydersbed peasants rose un agsinst Deshmukh landlords. Thaae

ars oniy.a few examples of such Strugsles.

is a comseguence of fhese sirugsles, the Brigish goveromends
was time end again, foreed to dsclere a moratorium on rural Oebtis
aﬂﬁ Beale down debtoburdens; increase The rights of ganindzx o

nants, reduce rents, grent sducstional =snd cultural facilities G -

thip section of rursl society and prohibit the dispossession of
Iﬂﬁﬂ Givernment policies thus made poszible the decline of 1“”ﬂ

inﬁia sinee tThe beginnlnﬁ of the ninetesnth centuzy. These upnﬁ
Fiﬁgﬂ were against st G 1 R E T ﬂﬁ oriig 2nid sumetimes agﬁinét

..Qﬁéﬁ Ecﬁiﬂn agalnst the landlord systom really feveloped wheu :

3 Specislist party (0SP) emerced in the thirtica. Kisen
ﬂhﬁﬁ 3IE&nlﬂB thrﬂughuut the provinces, E@En.mh@g :

.* .
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aﬂﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬁa the ﬁﬁnngaﬁ gﬁﬁdgﬁlly-amﬁrggd :
of the geaaant proprietor. Thig is why Jats i}ﬂna&i
maaae. Even after indcpenéﬁnce, this Cengrgsa ;

'I:re;l' ax *r;he tmimi Brﬂmiﬁe#*s zaminﬁ«ar ﬁ.hal:ltiﬁm: r;zmmiﬂ;ee Wor)
hard %o ensure that there would be no leopholes in the new ac
£awnur1ng cultivaiors which deprived zamindars of their gmggsq
dominance. Because of this the zural influence nf bonias and us
rers-cum-landlords diminished since very few baniaa) uultiwateﬂ_iﬁ&i :
=ir land. -
Pake Rajaﬁthan, A= another example. Eﬂfbrﬁ independence unlg .
the Congress was able to develop strong roots. The cuugrggs mﬂveh i
ment was based on the Arys mandals which had sprung up in wost of
the princely states during the 30s and 40s. These mandals were 1i-
mited to the towns and cities. Their leaders were well-educated 2
‘and dramm from the Brahmin and Mahajan sastes., They Tepresented a
mon-ardistocratic urbas elite. The mobilisetion of the peasantry 3
eame about essentially after independsnce. But oven hefore 1947, :
there was a bresk with Brahminfﬂahp;an dominaticn, first of all s
in the Jat region of Hajasthan. These Jate demanted above 21l the i
abolition of jagirdhari land tenure. B
Cne of the most siymificant mobilisaticons in this peried was
by the Marwarl kisan sabha whose origins lay in ihe gocial reform :
of the 1920s within the Jat castc. This sabha became & major pali-
tieal crgsmisation in Jodhpur, especizlly furine the secunﬁ'mﬁr= ' ﬁ
rld war and developed close contacts with the countryside. It g
zimed at abplishing +the Jagirdhari system, ending the J&glrdhzrtﬂ
traditional right of demanding forced lshour and the establish-
ment of legal protection for tenancy rights. The sabna's main ﬂﬂﬂ-‘ o
my was the Rajrut arlstncracyn

3 } ,-"'__g

n the Eparﬂyjust pr;ur tm~xnd&pendene&,~huﬂtil
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Why then was the Congress pariy chaprcterised as the main re-
ﬁréééﬁﬁa+ive of lapdiordisn? One pajor argument in smppdrt-af 3
this fslse thosic generally runs g5 Tollows: lLanilords dominate
the @ﬂunt;jsiﬂ_ srid therefore the veting patiern. Thersfore the
Congress has f0 so along with them if it wnats to et most of thHe Sy
raral vobes. Furthermore, moet of the MPs and MLAs in the Gungres#*'
party come “rom the rural areas and are uguslly from the 1anﬂlonﬂﬁ :
cls88,, .

¥e hﬁve.aifﬁﬁﬂr shown thet the politioal thrist of the Congresss
wag in fawour of thﬂ pessant proprietors zgainst the laﬂdlqrﬁaéj-ft'
This thrust continned after independence. Furthermore, there wes
2 chonge in the cl=ss origins of the leaders within the Lﬂngr&&ﬁi
Tn the towns more and more buscinessmen, merchauts and shonkeepers

became Conpress leaders instead of the eariier lawyers and pro=
feazpinrals. In the vountrysice algn,. the leaders came more fxegd
gnwiy Irom the mifddle ptrata, Dhe metty bourzeois characfer of =

+the: Congress leddership becasme more snd more merked. Lﬂnﬂlﬂmaéi

“for one, h2a Iess and less oonbrol over Congress policies.
Byvern ithousn 8 Isrie namber of

prominent Congreasmen werns 1
Joridsy thotr politissl dntluenco

in any cEse migh dess Tthan thely numbtrs wirranted. The urban=

jased Congress leaders ensily outmenseuvre! them in the Fight
g&:tg cnntral over the rural masscs. 411 the landlerds dnulﬂ' ]
WES m&nceﬂyre for peth wn favours within thF el fram&wark
e o ~ |

nﬁﬁiﬁnal.rﬂllﬂy promating the long-term intercsts of the
ants and %ne injiviﬂual EUMIg&“;h;&




Thi% was the purpose of the government's policy on pnucur&mént“
prieea, its subsidies to inputs of all kinds and its credit PO~
licigg———- puzhed through most of the time, let 4t be maid, hy
the Congress party in power. 411 this has immensely strangfhenﬂﬁ
the kulek clags. But the Congress party ramoins above all the ro-
presentative of the dindustrial buurgecigie which has also benefi-
ted cinsiderabhly from this process of cepitalist develonment of

aprdenliure,

THE WORKERS® MOVEMENT IN POLAND

Glcaaary 0f Events

—a

SEQ
Jaly 1-16: Polish government raises mezt priees, Sporadic strikes
begin.

daly 19-Ausr. 14: Strikes r=ther momentum. Aug. 14, Glansk shipyards
o on strike.

ABZ. 17: Shipyarl workers formulzte 21 demanis.Genspal strike ex-
pands as workers elsewhere in the country 2dopt same 21 demanda.
Aug.22-%0: Cardinal Wyzynski, the Polish primate urges "modera-
tion" and an eng to the sirikes in Géansk. Shipyard wérkers igno-=
re Wi palll, '

Aup. 28-31: Giansk strikers victorious. G overnment sgrees to all
21 demands, which include the right to Torn indeperdent trede un-
ions, the right o strike, access to public media for wnions and
: an end tu apecial prlvileges fur?sgerat p&liga
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.yriees, 1ts auﬁaiﬂiea to. inputs of all Rlnda aﬂd its credit po-
Aicigg--~- puaheﬁ through most of the time, let it be said, &y
the G#Hg!e&s party in power. 411 thia hag immensaly strsﬂq*hsneﬂ
the kulsk class, But the Consress party remsins above =1l the rb—
EIEE&Htutl?E of the industrial Buurguoisic which has slso benefi-
j&ﬂncansiﬂﬂrahly.frnm this proccsa of capitalist fgvielooment of p
agricaltiure.

THE WORKERS' NMOVEMENT TN FOLAND E

Glesgary O0F Events

1980
Qﬂli_l:1§3 Folich povernment raises meat prices, Snaradic strikes
‘begin. i
“Faly i0-Aue. 14: Strikes gather mamentum: Alg T4, Cdansk shipyards &
=) or strike. :
Ang, 17: Shipyzrd warkers formulats 21 demandsg.Gensral strike ex-
penis as workers elsewherc in the tountry adopt sazme 21 demanda. o
Aug,22-30: Qardinal Wysynski, the Folish primate grses “modara- i
£i0n" end an end To the strikes in Cdansk. Shipyard workers izno-
re -his call. :

g.Eﬁ-ﬁ-' Glansk strikers victorious. G overnmant agrees to sl
21 demands, which fnclude the right to form independent trade an-
inns, the right ty strike, aceess to public media for onions and
church, an end +o special privileces four soeret police and pargy =
:memhefs, rest daw an Saturdays, releasa of all political prigon- i
ers and other ¢conomie and speial zains. AT
,_ggi_ﬁ‘ Kania replaces Gierek as Pirgt Secretary of the perty and
‘Pre"iﬂhnt in the counbry. Appuintment hailed by tha Kremlln.- : :
- Efﬁgﬁig' Rapid formatim of nationwide Solidarity unimn,




gociety?, no dutside institution (whether party or ahu.r'c'h.}'
formal poyers of any kind with respect to dscisivn-making
wi‘“hm Solidarit ¥ 3
Dec.10: Pelish farmers begin to azitate for a legal “"rural Saolj
%&fiﬁy“ unisn.

Beo.14: Church condeuns Soliderity "extremistas™ for actlng_kn
SRed B mEnner 25 te Iprovoke! the Soviets,

Jan.8: Selidarity yresses povernment to fulfil Gaansk accnrﬁﬁ

2nd, give free Saturﬂays. Government trying to bock out of tﬁsf

||- - A
sgreed demsnds. 5014 larity threectens sivikes:

:IEH -20: Wales2 urges union members not to strike for work-:
;untﬂsﬁagﬁ after his return from six-day visit to Vatiean.

rlians were drawn us in his ahsauqe and Snlidarityt's execut
hedy rejects his plea.

mass seneral shrike for work-fres Saturdays.
Eolish students begin o agitate for independent

Tisht {o decide curriculum and an end to compulsory
fo‘dxﬂL H&rxlsm-Laniniam.
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sauré grﬂupa aqgnag branahes &ad cella 80 that b i :
ﬁcall:,r M‘htlia‘e? against leadership if necessary.
USSR sends warning letter to Warsaw wirtuaaly' emﬁnﬁﬁggf
nge cf leedership. However, pro-soviet haz@llners in @ﬂ: Xl
dership defeated and Kania wing's leadership endorsed.
July 1-8: Shake-up in government with various heads of sednor
departments replaced. Kaniz warns of econamic. na$aatrnphp
Qerdinal wyzjnski dies and le replaced by new primete Eﬂrd;»
nal Glemp, approved by Vatiean and Rania gavernment.
uly 14-20: The speeial party congress hels. New democratic unm-
TEIEE_ELQﬁt& LoOnly commonist party in the worlé o now hava I
multiple slates for REIVY posts and election by secret ballot. : =

Full freedom of debate allowed but there is no right to organise ig;@fﬁ
sgparate tendencies. Thus no systematic and ﬁrqgr&mmaticallgugg; : K

herent opposition to Kaniz wing energes, ' ; «_ﬁ
July 27-Aug,1%: Acute fogd siitrtages. There are warning ﬂtrites 3

and hunger marches., A million workers down tools.. Snlldmri*y rai-
ses issue of workers sslf-management and fundamental scunomic re- _ ilgﬂ
forms. Rejects povernment Flans for self-menzcement ag a faree, :,f
a3 well as its proposal for nrice increases. Solidarity aﬂcaﬁta- _?hé
the need for sscrifices but in: the context of genuine égmnniiﬁ e .
-form and self-management couneils. As gesture 4f goodwill, Sold-
urges membars to work one extra saturday in & weeks.

Aug.2%: Hoscow warns Polish party t6 surh Solidarity. and to re- . ;é‘
dect its demands for access to tublic media (as promised in gl ';;j
Gdansk accords) 2nd for the right of workers to hirs znd fire die

reectors of entarprises.

_Hg_éi_ Church tries to arbitratg hatwaan Eﬂvhznment
T 1ing for mu$ual coope 3 .
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exiticiem of Walesa. Majority of delssates

&1umh$i¢n.

23-24: Walesa and fellow moderates on National Praesidi
Sallﬂﬁrit?‘a ehiet mepntiatine body, accept a compromise settl
ment with government on the issue of workers right to hire and
fire diractors. Directars of key industries to be apncinted by

. government. In gther industries omly government to appoint Eir&ﬁi};
“iors buy workers counecils will have legal right to Ghallgﬁée_gﬁgi =

vETO Apmointment.
Sent.F6-0ot.8: Last session of Solidarity congress held: Bitter

Jppeae his compromise s

with covernment, and Walesa admits th2t settlement "was badh. It 5'{
“Hglds Tor the moment but Welesa agress to a fature referenfum #i- |

phin SSEicErity om the terms of the settlement.

Resolutidne passed calling for free elec lons to a parlisment
ané 40 lscal and provinelal administritive bodies, for an indeps-
et SEfiaEcsar, fap frae seccss 1o the media znid for the estal ' 
shment of & natispal level Feenumic Council to which the gavaxﬁ—
went shoule also be a part, =0 that collaetive discusaion of
$h9=ﬁﬂﬁnﬁmy £ G for the establisruent of renuine slef?méﬂégﬁmﬁﬁﬁ
ﬁnweila cem be iniilated, BMEILE

Walesa reelocted as Solifarity chisf but with only 55 percent

Eania=r#aignﬁ. Victory for hardliners.

Prospects of a f
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-51; the ﬂaﬁi m}tupatian e tﬂa Hi lerfﬁ"ﬁﬂ.lim n-acw&-tgp ;
‘that immediately treceded it. This hiast tory bas ‘had a &ﬁ&p_

on the 2ttitude of th Poles to their Chirch.

After the secund world wap, the Soviet Red Army 1nﬂtﬂllﬁ§ ﬁﬁé
Polish communist party in power. The party 4id not have subatan-
tial mass support, But far worse than this was the faot. ~Eheerks 0
! the Soviets had = Stalinist coneeptinn of socizlism
and rapidly set up a ons-perty dictatorship which tricd to. Estar : .
bBlish a tight contral owver all dgpects of 1ife--= augiai, ecgngmﬁb et s
POLIT L) end eul4ural-— - snd netnrally aver 2]l the erganisat-
ions connected with such activities. The Church was the mnly no-
werful form of organisel eultural ectivity to escape such totali-
tarian control. What is more, by nationalisineg the major means of '_é‘ -
production, the Polish state broke the link between the Church 2n j L
-4 the former propertied classes, which had earlier siven a re- 3 Jq [
sgctionary shadow tn the Church. This fact of state expronriatiog R
of property was 2lso one resson why there was no schism within ._l-ﬂuf
the Polish Church unlike in the case of the Catholic Church in 'lVﬁf'
many “atin American countries. There the Chureh's upoer helrare— By
hy, having property or linkod 4o such interests, was and is na- i
kedly and brutallw recetionary and hostile to the lower clorey. s
Phe lrtter because of their daily contact with the poor came to e,
emphazice much more the ethiczl velues of DhILstlanitr, ﬂitﬁn'tq' ':ﬂréﬁ A

S il B

the point of siding with the nppressed clasaes and ﬂsuﬂua

diesl ﬁhﬁnge. The ?ﬂliah Ghurnh remained uni?ﬂﬂii”



194§.waa an unblemi&hEﬁ furt#
viised the benefits of *ncamma\ntlun with the nnwerful gt
atus. At the same time Lecause the Church was on the side
‘ater democratis=tion which was and ig a decp desire of G
(as alan of the masses in the Zoviet bBloeg), it counld hge
inflmence tn put pressure on the atatd and thus drive & ‘
‘bargzin for eodcrete benefits. That is TO s58Y, 1% wanted to
as much &8s it could from oppesition but teks zs little EL'_.G_ 31 ]
la of the ricks.

TL Clmr(:h never nad u.ng.r interest in ench urmglng vinle
1t3 WL 500 1al ProErEmRe, Aot Lo make |
which will give whe state an excuse to rTepress 1t orT
_HshEI in & revlutiinary momentum mot to its liking,
ft of free trade unions develojied out of the workers
-EFEEEk*ihEE firet put forward thisz demand in 1970. f «
naver initiated the wirkers strugeles of 1956, 1970,197

the Gfansk workers %0 give up their strike before they &
~ their basic demaund! Thus the state recugniaes the LhurEP
tprce igr "mw“er&tiﬂn” and Uftﬁﬂ secks its gﬁgpp

1‘tﬂﬁll¥“p;§;it$ble iB this acnnmmaﬁatlsn between the G._
slate.

e P26 fﬁ Tgfﬁﬂ t'h‘._. Qhurch B|}pasa{1 ﬂﬁ?ernment J.F'#Elalﬂ.til‘lﬂ Dﬁ
. wden
desl




e e

s ﬂhﬂn the wﬁmkaxé strugamé hrﬁk @gt ﬁhﬁ

darity but it cannet decide for it or in 1t. HBeynngd its general

 went to Cerdinal Wyzymaki for help. The Ca
‘end th the mtrike. Later Giervek yarxan&lly reqm&a the
ko extend Wyzynaki's tenure. r [ e

It is impaortant to nnﬂ&rﬂt&nﬁ why thePolish state was

and foremost a carcerist cnnaarned with achiavﬁng anﬂ maintain£¢& L;
whatever degree of power he can. The one-pacty state, therefors, SRS
ifa prepared to allow the Church to spreal its ddctrine even =t
the expenge of the "nfficial Mayxis m', if &t the same time the
latter undertakes not to jenpardise the lattar*s_unlitiegi pow="
er. The Church fully understands the rulgs of this eynical con-
track. So while it can lndecd walcome o move ment like the present
sme (which it had little to do with brinsing about anyway} it is
(23 the FlnaJary clearly shows) ﬁssuntially a foree for "modera-

tion". It has been using the spsctre of 1 Rusaisn invasion to jus
—-tify its moderate stands and to limit the provess ol democrati- A
satinn that is going on. The last thing it wapnts b derl- |

sive showdown for politichl vower beiween the WOTHETS and tha =
ling bureasucracy.
Like other fdenlo-dcal tendeneies the Church ean aflvige SolH-

message 0f "moderatisan {and one does not have to bs a chu-

reh supporter o be a "moderate!) it hus no spetific progranme op !
answers to - the Durinins problems of the day. Its inflivence with- | Q
in Splifarity wyst not bo exeggerated. Walesa end some of the loa 3
-22T8 are tlose to the Church. Hut wirkers sccept Walesa's ledder .
-ship because of his role as a working class leader whe has been R R-5-
and still tries tn kcep in tume with their deep-seated agpiration

=9, not because of his veligious affiliatioms, This ta what Soli- W
dATity's oeficial ducument has to say mbout itself-----".....tHg = h
Union itself, as 2 speial movement is gecular. It acknowl&ﬁgﬁg ey
: ﬂﬁriﬂti;n v&lm&a tn he the foundation mf Ehnmw&ane




.ﬁiffaculn tu surhﬁrt the strugrle foT frﬂh tfﬂdh unlmn laﬁ
warhars beceuse they suspect the Church's Influence!l

Phe femous 21 ébmands of the Gésnsk accoris wore not drawm
o by the Church. The central dynamic of the confliect betwa
the workers and the bureaucracy today Is loacated in the st
£le fer genuine workers' ieontrol, The demandes for E'g
‘manzgement councils were not promoted by the Church. Any nﬂmaf
Of arsicles deseriding or pietures showing the respect opdi '.
Poles haye for the Church and its lesding fisures does not al-
ter this fundemental reality. As ohe verceptive nbserber:ni’?}-
148k affdirs pot it<-- "0ne ‘should not corfuse paying spizrite
leadcrs moral respect with taking arders from them, ™ ]

In foct the rise uf Soli: ‘arity weakens not cenly the stese
but 2lsc the Chureh 22 ar institoty . The church is ne 10n

the ¢nly ingtitutisnal Eguree af orpoaition
thg.degpﬁﬂlT_

other gourcas o

to the regimes.
Process of demoeratisatinn sromises +o throw 1

L power slch oz WOEKeTs eoumcil,

bhacoms institutionaliged wily further weaken the hureagnrﬂflﬁm'
‘atate and Church.

Thie Church has given MERE]l munpurt 1o
fion te a heten and F‘I.ﬂﬁra—rll‘ted A
~tions to the bagip egimemnie,

.E#'ﬁbﬂ 2888 have tn €ope with. As long as the Church's T
 fom was Togtricted, it venefited frium champlonine further
macratisation. But With the advent of Lve

t’-f:l-m th" 1‘312 Df I'E*'l.{.ﬂlﬂn dmlr‘lshgg,
.-Eﬂ-&iEtF miay ..r., almQ&t by &
ﬂ?ﬁ& Iren). E&Eigiﬁn ig

B8 and less Amportont 3 !

& Eﬁﬁﬁrm saciety, : Eor the orgas

ﬂ!'r Ina WW’“’EWiML&t

glme but it cannot offer
Gocial and palitieal prab

I greater demper:
The ereatitn of a

Eﬂﬂiety where the materiﬁl il
¢ bean exprﬁprlatad. the atrug&1¢
:Biigiqug obaeuranfiam nust be 1

_ with full frEEﬂhm
3311- bhiis :r&a'gr&eﬁ ’Btta ax
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:'1930, In gach case tha ﬂpn‘ﬂrﬂl axis ﬂw mm @han:vq‘aa,' '
strugele for greater munratla rigrﬁts smd Tm&ﬁ-ma

fies Tule; fespises ﬁnd re;eetq them. The masses also désgi_
the "nffipial Marxism" which these bureaucrats put forward to
idealeopienlly Jjustify their rule.

¥ot meny Indisn Marxists np;néﬂ-thﬂsu.histaric strupslea. For
some of these Marxists there “is no problem--- these movaments 3
were and are bésieally reacti nary. For them sucialist demosepa- o
0¥ musnng 8 ons—tiarty gtote) There esn T nolguestion ﬁf'multi- [ :lr}
narties or freedom for masses to choose between different pérties: '
ar t0 ontherwice crginiss themselvog a8 they wish. I their gghpz _; l
eme of things, unions mugt not of course be indcpendent of the =
pexchy and fréedom of the press end Aiscussion must be carafully
controlled in order to retuce the influenecs nf “bourgeois iﬁe;{
logzy". For guch Marxisis the dictatorship of the prolefariag
means the dictatorship of the perty for the proleferiat.(0f
cotrse the parzy mazt be kept "pure’ by intermal. purgez and Le- .“_
farms dirvested by "wise'™ leaders.]), 2

Teias kingd af mentality has no difficuldy in arpning that the

events of Hungary 1956, Czechoslovakia 1968 and Poland 193G-éhﬂm
how workers (willions of' them) can be mislad By "counter-revo- _ ']
lutionary" foreea. Both in their conception of socfzlism and in
their hostility to these masgs upheavala, these Warxists reveal ;;zn';
their fodlament2lly menipulative attitods towszds the iurkiqg ..
class, its actions and the question of bringinge sbout rovolu- i
tiunﬂry changs, X i

For other Indian Marxists things are mor. 2isturbins, They -
appaﬂe th& PJliSh SE rugpl@ bt are net SuTe that thﬁy &ra r‘*




q§, region=l =nd natiomal Tevil; .
hstw en different mecro-econdmie prograrmes put ferward B
fferent parties to be implemented only in agreement wi‘thn,
with tho workers and other aff cted sections of the Sppres
‘masses; unlesa there is complete freedom of information S8
at workers can get to knon the true state of affeirs in all
pheres of life and thus nlen proverly; unless workers cen &
-cratically elect the leaders anl the covernment they want:
alsp know that they can recall the leaders or topple the Zo
“nment when they wish bscause they have the lesal risht and
the independent Pomer T8 dn ao,

What zives "bourgesis democracy” its cliss charscher is'
at the freedons and demoeratie rights are tased unon and
ranteed by tourzedis dinstitutions indirectly controlled bicl
DIurgeotase. Sscialisn tries te change the class charsctenl
this democracy not by doinz awey with these freedoms but by
=ing to extend ang despen them by bagine them on proletetis

=sbitutions which are much more Llr@ctlg under the contr
influenee of the wiariing

'C:r.:-‘!ﬂ.
411 thls. iIs in fap+ the

Et'en'h 3'_11 Poland, Thig T e

mare_acaasa to the media ang
: A nEtionally electgs 1110 R
I:'_ﬂh:t woTkers' copneils *nd the vight ¥
1”ﬁ1rﬂ,fautary ireetgrﬁ,
ECL A ﬁartx‘aﬂ et rank-

Bisic tarust of the workers
mesving of the workers! fi”ht
hely rejection of cenanrsh

PRIty parliumens; for salf-
°Y workers to hir
97 grecter democracy within the'
icise fneﬁlx fheam o ol
ight for a1l this, nos FZEyle policiss. The Palish w6
b brcauge they understand Marxi
';.~1a£ that, ﬂhin is the w
. &Y forward towards a genl
A8Y reject Marxism b cause they €
'affieial Marxigtn idenlngE

Vhis way beﬂﬂuse they are def
o] e o




ass in hhe liqht inﬂusmriea hggyﬁhypﬁﬁ-gl
are properly renresented.

These lodal committecy unite bg eleatmnﬁ thera. 2
the regional leval Solidarity qammittgeg which in {
the deleg tea to the Natiomal Ccﬁr#inattﬂg Fbmmis&iﬁﬁ
is the chief feeislon-making tody. This Commission elects kﬁ{
Hational Praesidium which is the principal negotizting b s
Wifhthe rovernment. Tha regionsl =amad 1mn&l 1E?61 E0mi; f :
alsy have the richt to set up grecisl advisor unﬁiﬂaxgezﬂﬂﬁ
bodies to hely them in their Tunctitns, Like the Hational
ﬁﬂmmiasian- Dabates at the Neatianal Commission Bre rﬁébmﬂﬁd
on cAsseites which are played back at the regionat ane loeal
sl idaritiess :

The various publieations of the union =lgo carr§=ext£&¢@§ -
of the discassions at the different levels. Bécause the fear _
of mabverial corruption and oxcassive bureaucratigation, the 0k
majority of Solidarity leadsrs and activists ars on paid 1e— o
ave from thier warkplace and are not paid by the union. The - 3
vast majority of delesstes ara young workers who distinsuisied e

et W e e

<= il " A s

it i = =

themselves #s acitivista in the strike movement.- Intellectusls _ ',;;
5 advise Solidarity but da not decide Tar it. Eﬂliﬂﬁrity-ianﬁﬂma T_ﬁf
i than just a union it is alsy a mass mevement. Ag sush it has = _#
: many tendencies within and sharp differences absut what to ';f

demand and how to fight cdnstantly surface and will continue
to do so. Wevertheless the overall achidvements are truly im-
cressivo. : ,-Ezi
Above all its remarkable struecture contrasts sharply with
the now defunct party eontrolied unions which 14 not take up S
tha deep-sested grievences of workers snd contined themselves R Lt
n arranging holiday progpremmes, ssorts facilitics ete, Thﬁaﬁ
union offiecials were of course appointsd by zhe party heirar-
chy. low thw trﬁmﬂnﬂmua unlty of aollfarity ‘mgans the stre

el 1 b e B .




ﬁﬂnntrieﬂ no matter how aurﬁnf aro thv milxtant tra&itiﬂnﬁ of
; the latter. Poland where this potential is being partia-
8 11y realised shows the truth of this obseﬁvqtlﬁq{ Tblﬂ g d@?
: reason why the state capitalist theoriss which aim %o show th%tv
o the countries of the ss-ecalled socialist bise are not fundamen-
' tally different from caritelsim are so mislealting.
i 'f.hﬁ aWPuI‘E!;ﬂE‘SE of this potential ie snother reasen why-in
Poland nu gsction of Solidsrity, however, small, has ever rai-
i sed tha guestion of restorstion of private property in basic
i industry. Again, this is not because the workers hawe re=d the
"right" Marxist texts, .ut beeczuse from thelr own experience
they know that asuch 2 restorstion will weaken their great uni- « Sy
- ty and strength. Thus, in order fo eet out of the present eco-
I ﬁ5miﬂ mess & growing numbcr of Folish workers srze pressing for
genuing workere! management and plannins of the econsmy throu-
zh the institutiengligati-n of self-management councils. Phe
iiscussion of "liberalisation', use of "market forces" and Vda-
ecentralisation" is taking place wiBhin the framework of an. pas

T e e

shakable committment to maintzindins the aocial nenershin of the
t8sic meens of produc’ ionm. The aim is in Fact 4o make such ow-
nership fruly socecizl. A& genvine @islecric of demicratic decen-

tralis=tion and centralisatisn must be established.

& real dictetorshiy of the proletariat must ress on such
demoeratically controlled councils at the workplacoe. Solidapi- o
ty has thrown up this question of councils becausse it cannos :
t2ke on itpelf the burden of sconomic mengement. At the same +i

————— g

-me the independent unions essurs that these enineils cEnnot f
| override the interssts of workers., This is a key difference -
: from the Yugoslav situation where councils and unions are both
| controlled by the cne-varty atate snd thuos workers' control dg.
reduced to Just a little better than = farce.

Apart fromsuch councils there must be other institutions at - 1 el
the laval ef the naighhpuxhﬂaﬂ, in acbaqls and enliaga
: hﬁﬂh ; i




awa ﬂw »rﬁ&%‘h = gnwmua my mw un

Wl
__m.tgxfggfg_-in s_aei_ng genq:in_e elrieint -maeﬁmahﬁzhaqmiﬁg insbi-
tutionalised and proving succesaful. The exsmple it ﬁﬁﬁiﬂ

‘Bureaucracy to overcome its eeonsmie problems.

reancracy and the Polish working class, whers the guestion of
npolitical powsr end the overthrow of thiz bursawcrasy is. uneg-

then

met for its own workers woald be too dangerous. From i&# ﬁqﬁm
of view, it ¥s far Getier that the PUlish buresucracy be atabi-
lised and to the extent thet the Weat ean, it triea %o hﬂlﬁ the

‘But before such a system of workers' rule can be fully achie
-wed there will have to be & dueisive showdown between the bu-

uivoeally pesed. L major wesknese of sponteneity, of what hag |
nappened &0 Iar in Poland, is that not enoush workers see this iy
clearly yet and are not sonscicusly preparing for it. Thia teat
may come in a mattver of menths or 1t may take rather longer.But
as Kaniz's resimmation aonfirms, this showdown is ultimately
unavoidanle.

A Boviet invasicn could halt or reverse the present dynamic
though it eeonot return Poland to weat it was before Ausust
1980. The potential role of the Polish army (for or azainst the .
burezucrecy) is a crucial unknown fagfor. The political BB i
ration for such eventuzlitics is vital. I+ is here that revolu-
Ltionary political parties and formations in Dsland have an ah=
solutely crucial role to (lay--- ln providens elesr-cut polifi-
cal perspectives, in expla&ining the fundamenta) puliticél:iéﬁ}: _ZI
ues af stake ( which are of truly zlobal significancs), in e
stregsing the importance of linking up with the workers in ‘o o
hexr "V countries, and in otherwige helping to n;l1tically =3
prepare the P lish working class to achieve its wlvimete vie- _f i:
tory. WO 1




. THE COMING REVOLUTION WILn B sncm:c.rsm I mum
AND NOD BOURGEOIS DEMOCRADIO, N&V DEMOCRATIC OR pvaemaa*
DEMCCRADIO. ;

5. THE LEADING REVOIUTIONARY mm:'m 4HE THE URBAN 4ND &u-

RAL PROLETARIAT. THR REVULULION WILL SR6 AN ALLIANGE

-

2 OF THESE PURCZS WITH THE BOOR TFRASANTHY.

? 6. ALL SECTIONS OF THE WORKING (LASS ASE I¥ A  HESTORIC

) SENSE RAVOLUTICNARY. W& REIAOT THY CONCEPTTON 'THAT THE

; HIGHLY PAIT TNDUSTRIAL WORKER IS REPORMIST.

7. WE STAND POR & UNITED FRONT WITH WORKYRS" ORGANISATIONS Fl

0N 'SPECIFIC IS8UZS, SUCH AS TaEp DEFUENUE OF DEMOCRATIC o
RIGHTS. WE A&LSO STAND FOR & UNITED FEONT OF ALL COu-
WURIST PORCES ON A REVOLUTIONARY EROCRAMUE. il A

© B. WE BSURPORT AUTONONQUS N MOVEMENTS OF WOLE g DAL TGy TRRB4LS &
OTERE  OPFRESSED MINORITIES.
9- W& SUPTORT OHE RIGHT OF H9LP-DETERMINATION FOR  ALL NA-

TTONALITIWS THaT DESINE T0. if
10, WE SUPRONT ©im WMUALIZY OF AL TANGUAGES. RELIGIONS '

AND  CUTTURES . <
11, W& STaND FOR THE BUILIING OF & DEMOCRATICALLY CoONTRA-
LISSD ROVOLUTIONARY PARPY NEASED OF  mao PRINCIPLES OF

WHREERS! CONTROT AND RANK-aND-PTLE DEMOCRACY. : ot
2. WE STAND: BY THE DIC'T'.ELT-"_‘ES”'J:F OF" THE PROTETARTIAT BASED
DN SOVIEIS AND NOT THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PARTSSIOR 3
PHE PROLETARIAT. IN SUCH A GENUTSR SOCIALIST DSMOCHASY

WOREERS WILL HAVE THE RIGH? 10 BSTRIKE, FURM INDEPENDENT -

UNIONS AND MANY PARTIRS. )
13. WB RELECT THE THEORY OF VSOVIET SOQJAL IMUERIALISMY. :

THE BS0-CALLED SOCTIATIST COUNTHISS aRR ONES IH PRANSITION

Ty BETWEEN CAPITALISM AND SOCTIALISM. THESY EBOST-CAPITALIST L
a SOCIETIES ARE RULED BY BURNAUCRACIES, MOST OF WHICK &l
’ " HAVE 10 BE OVERTHROWN BY ‘4 POLITICAL REVOLUTION IF I
< : THERE 1S 70 BE A TROISIVE ADVANCE TOWARDS sanm:fsm‘. ;

'1'1;.--.“ acmxsm HEVOLUTIONS WILL TiKE PLACE Iﬁ W.&EB 80-
- 'MsTD I mvam:sﬁ ; '




