STATEMENT FROM AMBASSADOR GORDON SONDLAND:

In decades of my career in business and civic affairs, my conduct can be affirmed
by hundreds of employees and colleagues with whom I have worked in countless
circumstances. These untrue claims of unwanted touching and kissing are
concocted and, I believe, coordinated for political purposes. They have no basis in
fact, and I categorically deny them. There has never been mention of them in any
form during the 10 to 16 years since they supposedly occurred, although such a
complaint could easily have been aired through multiple channels. These false
incidents are at odds with my character. It is distressing that this underhanded
journalism was initiated by a source angry that I long ago declined to invest in her
magazine, the same magazine now presenting its owner's outlandish claims as if
the reporting is somehow objective.



