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·REP.ORT ,.o~ ~ '>~5:~ ;tniYft.i?r;iGATIQN~ .:o~i~~M~,., .. RANCE OF MAJ. 
~~/ w.~ ~ HOLOHAN, · Q¾X(~f}I~¥J~RER _ OF TitEJq .. 1n~~L~~ r tJ~~ JON • THIS MIS S IO ll 

Yll~~: ~A½~P f OTED ~t' ~~ _E}}49~TA~NE ON -THE' -~Mt ;'QF. ·26 SEPTEMBER 1944 • 

Jj ., ;f; :ter l- ~ ;Aes, than one ~P.~ i *~ ~e Mo:ttarone~ Chrysler 
--~ :v~ect :,t o it;Yle ~Vesiter -n·.;~~?\ 8 _ Qf Lake . ~f-~~-., \i, si gu.ej ts .; ?f the Servizio 
tJt5' ~matfoni! Piart :;g~~ ~fts. ·L _P! )~. ;;'-'Er/fg~ <s~J\9?e. zone was dangerous 
because tne Dazi!- asciet 's he4 started lmoppipg ~up ope ration s in the I.,,,~,.' • - ~ ,'":/ .. ,,. ~. . , ~-,l!"'"i,,'1',, __ • .---i __ .:',cc. __ - • ~J:_I--'·,,_ _ ' • a:r~a. fJ.{ s~srtem of. c~~ ;n,g _:pla ·ce _i._,.~f\J~ -.··Yf.a.'..~/ '3.fQ pt ·ed to · escape det~c-
ticfn l5;y: .itn e enem1i • . : The :•nt'e?Il_b'~·r liv :ed Sit! .str .ict ·'sedrecy, in unoccupied 
vil _ie.a ,, . u.m er, itne prdi1;,·~Pfiy'ef\mtch:~9¥:,'•'t~tie :Becu:rity Serv ice of ·the SIP . -
I r~,a-~ ~:t.fo ~ gatfier .~f {o;n_ }he~-'~s,pot _ i~•fc~·t.~ -:,\ha t the presence of Ame-
ri ca,~nQ:t;:f t c ers iln .~li~ !" ~ n~~ ~as _ .i~(?r~d - 'b.f. th~ · civilian population. 

-•:; ' . ~-·::.: ,- -- - - ',. .. ' ···." ·-· .. 
~-: ?-__ '"f __ :-.,,,,_:T __ ;~-~e ___ ·_ uuJ_s_·_ s ~ _c:n_·_.-,_~'_:,_c_·. __ •_?n_ -_ii __ -~t e_d :of --:~-~M_ ~-jor ___ • ,Wf1_}Jam Holoh an , 1st Lt. Aldo _ 

. Ica;rdJ,~:~\ d_~jJ~..,t JJ.~J;-~/LO. ,:Dol Off aa radio ~p~:rator. It w~s accompanied 
by "~1.1po'\ ··~~ t t;1'~~~ .r,d" who are SIP parti .s __ ap.a • . On the night of 6-7 
.Dece~ber .19_4:.4.~ii~ ~~l:'~_~!'l°"ing to a new resid ·enc ~e, the mi ss ion was at ­
tacked by .uni~~ .J?,tif ie _d-'p_ers ona~ Lt. Ic~rdi, _Sgt. Lo Dolc e and the 
t wo pa.rtieB.Il;~ a.re safe, but tl;ler e is no news of Maj . Holohan . 

113 . I ·e.rriv ed on the spot the e·vening of 7 December , a.nd imme­
diately began to imeati ga te. 

a. " Giorgi o", Chief of the SIP , stated what f ollows: 

"The mission lived in a l a rge vill a l ocated Sou th of Lagna , 
on the shore of Lake Orta. Two partisans, Pupo an d Manini , 
guarded the villa. Only they, they caret aker of the villa , 
and Don ·c arl o, vice-director of the San Giulio Seminary , 
knew the r efuge of the American officers and took ce.r e of 
1 iaiaon with persona of the r es is ta nc e movement and th e 
Nor thern Italy General Command. 

The members -of the mission were cone erned about the ir 
ea f cty . Espe ci a lly in the l _ast few days they were parti cu­
larly nervous booausa of the many moppi ng-up operations 
carried out near the Mottaro ne zone . Don Carlo disclosed 
to them th a t the c aretaker of the villa had t a l ked with 
some local people.. He ·stared that ·they were trust wor thy 
pereone . However , accordi ng to pre -ar ranged plans , the 
mieeion decided to move to another vill a further away . 

The SIP chief wanted to accompany them perso na lly, as he 
had e.1.wo.ys done in the pa.st . He requested them to send a 
meaea.g e -to Fe ll a. and info ·tm him if they decided to move on 
the night of W•nesday , 6 December. Gior gio sent a messenger, 
Bruno , to th _e villa of the mission . Bruno st ay ed with the 
Amr,:rican offic era unt il 2030 , reached Pel la at 2055 ar.d 
st o.tP.d Uu:~t t11e ritajor h ad not yet decided to move . 
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Bet,veen 2330 and 2400 tbat same evening , sho t • f ro m auto ­
matic weapons, pietol • , the explosion o! a h 8l14 granade, 
then .more shots f rom automatic weapon• were heard in Pel l a. 

The· :entire mission ·was schedu.led to atop over nigh t at a 
oertiiin · house and then pm oeed the follo wi l'l8 day. At 

1e.bo4iit~Q-9;5~ 1 . Lt. Icardi r eached Pella and went to th• house. 
H,e. ·l.J! {;~J.~lle. He wa1 very excited and 1tated that, after 

' 13.~ ~~ r f~parture, the Major had decidec! to move that •at• 
· lt enl~~ l~i> They immediately loaded everything on t he boat 

}~~o~ -~ ~'f -:~o tak e them, Manin1 an1 Pupo to Pella. Lt. 
_:Icardf .:was:.on . the shore when he heard footsteps and then 

-.~~~ t~ #.r ~ne ·garden of the 91lla. Realiz1 Il8 that they were 
· ~!~~ l~~ta~lc•d, he tired 3 or 4 pi •tolahots in the direction 
of .~the ' / foot •teps and immediately ran away to , evade the at­
taqks.;e •.. ··Be ' arrived at Pel la hoping to f ind his companions 
there :. He knew nothing of their whereabouts nor did he 
k1x>w. where they were at the moaent the incident occur ·red, 
or if they were sat e. He only remembered that t h e major 
waa near .him when the f'irat ahota were heard. 

The !ollo wiDg morning Giorgio was inform ed that Sgt~ Lo 
Dolce and Pupo were safe in a villa which t he mission had .' 
previously occu.pi•d• There wae 110 news of Ma3or Holohan 
and of Ka.nini. " 

On the evenin g · of 7 December it was s t il l believed that the7 
were aafe at Pettanuco, on the Easter n ehore ot: Lake Orta, wlurre 
llanini lived. fh.1• belief wu al e o f ou.nied on t he fa. at t ha t s·IP mon 
had ascertained that the boa t was no lo ~ er on the shore i n f r ont ot 
t~• villa where the incident :took place, mr was t here an, tra ce of 
the a.bu.mant material which the missio n bad. 

I p1'Clll)tly 1nte~ro ga te4 Lt. I oarii , who oo?Irirmed ev erythi ng h• 
had told Giorgio. 

b. 8 Pupo", the i,ar'tiaan, •tate4 'fib.at fol 'lowe, 

•on 1Jhe nJa}lt ot 6 Deoaabor, afte r ~ )le Bn> u • ae11ger had 
&: · left, Jla~or Holohan. •u44tml7 4•.o1~~4 t. o 110ve. Pupo , the 
~ ... .laerioana al Man1J11 loaha - ffi'j •~en.al on t,1:Je boat , 
~ u~ the~.,••• whieb. le&ae fros the villa to tM qua,. (See 
~ attached aip). Be then nt~ 4. t~_··a!iut the 4oor or the 

C-:, · .~ la an! to h14• th• ~J' _J.zi -tba u.n&l plaoe. , l'o.:,co h'14 
. ~uii t h1.d4en _'t)le b-7 _an4 waar ~urm.1:1g aroDJ24 t he cor:aer ot 

~- the vill a. WMJl he tbo\lght h• -~ha&r4 80'lle toot at epa . He 
,'-• prooee4e4 a l 1ttle :turlhft' ,,- ~tha h4a. -~•1 t aw.·e t here waa 

) someone on th e roo4 when the 00 1111 11-na are. He chall env.e4a 
• Wbo ia t here,• So• •mt• were t h e &D!llltr. He tarna4 ~ 
around the co r nea, :t'l ed reacb.itlg Villa Ilari a , en4 rot 1t 1ed 
Giorgio . A few hotlrs l a ter he wa• ~o1ne4 b7 Sgt . Lo Dolo e 
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Be doe a not kmw where t he other were at t he t ime of the 
I -

attack. He was armed wit h a St en but had mt f ir ed. He 
4id"t~~ t see the attackers but had only ·he a rd t he ir :f'oot-t'~-·:i:~ ti . . . 

· . j ;J}i':l?li,cf !as -~t11'). very milch _,;ict:ited on the ni gh t of 
8 Dep~e~l?f; •. _ . ,,Rf oalme ~.~-4<?.vnt only after .he ~d . joined a.ga in Lt. Ic a rd~ • 

• : , • . 'f, ·_~ •. · f'i -· .... ~k i..., . ~•· .' . 

· · ·o~ .-,~~ -·:-;1mpraes~ ~~ -:-r1s rele.t~d t _9 ·me, . follow: 
,.1:,_ ,.:., ~--.h'.., : - - - , - . 

'.~·t{t 'tne ~ime ~~f / the inoident .;. he -~ on th e s hore, at the 
·~:rpo't marked o*>t~e .at;tached . · m_ap~ . -~~ heard the footsteps 
~'ijd ·tllo s o:ts i ;·L:-'.R~e.11-zing t_:t:i._at ·tl;l.,sr.:·were bein g attacked, 
ht :firiea ... a ~mo~~] e:n en,tr e M.arl 1n.~::ii i~ in th• direction of 
-~~ - no.i ,,e. , ~--~~en ~·re.n soµ.thwa;e~ ,f ~14 in a bueh, and later 
~~!~l:le~~--l!?4~l~;:f?l8:r1a, where . he . fou¥ V.Pupo. He did not kmw 

· who_r, ,.:tftt ~"fqt ,here ·· ware o.t the time .of the attaok. He did 
1J.0~:i~i ~•f ,:fli~·"':a:tte.ck:er but did hear their footsteps". 

: · .. /,.,_ ·.• •-:-. ' .. .: -. ', , 

c•~m:m :e~ent : ~j;DOte trom .·Pettene.ac~ I the mte reached Pella on 
the mor'h1:~ .ot 9 _l>ecember. Me.ni?li stated he wa• there alone, with the 
rudio; the material ·13lJ4 the boat. Be knew :cothing about the others. 

·· HG o.dviaed looki Dg :tor them 1n the 7J0ne. A mopping-up operati on 
which was than . t ak1.Dg place · blookecl him on t he Eastern shore of t h e 
lako. He wou+d cotDB; to ·Pell~ as soon ao poe~ible. 

. After . . this communication, I immedi a tely be ga n a more accu.rate 
aearQh : 'tor th e ma,or, around . the villa. I went to the villa to ir 1ves­
ti ga~o • . 

4. I in~erro gated the caretaker, who stated what f ollows: 

••on the night ot 6-7 Deo0aber, between 2330 and 2400 he heard 
aom s hotD f1re4 in the garden. From hia window h* eould 
DOt e ee BJl70n&• ShO rt ly tm re after he di stinctly- heard the 
rowing .ot ,.the boat which was then le avi.ng . No one came to 
hio plo.oe either durmg or a:t'ter the incid ent . He does rot 
think that anyone enterea the · rllla after the mission le f t. 
On ,he morniltg ~ 7 l>~oember he wei,.t into th .e villa and 
fo\lnd everytili.Dg mr•l. ).tear the lake, on the ::;bore (see 
poin t mrke4 on the map) he found about 25 Ste n or 11arl in 
c11rtrige caees, the same type the mi.saion and the SIP parti­
oons ws e4 (DI: e.n4 PI 43) • Da.ri xg t he ni ght he){ ha4 mt 
4ored l oa~e the bouae. • 

I vu ite4 the villa and 41d no t f ind aeyt tu.ng abnormal . On 
roa4 "hicb. ro.ne d. ong the Jl0 rthern aid e of the villa , I .tou.na 
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, " •• ~ .,~ ,< •• • ,.,.,,. .! • .. . ~...t..-,A":"'•t f· • 1·• ti\ . . ... , 
!' ... '.' '" . ',,. '~:.--!,1t,:,...;' \ ~- ,1~ 1c-1 .... ,,;, ', .. '"'-' 

.' -~~-< • ...... ·-~=-r~!! ;' ,,,r .. :t~f . i;,'.;~~l TT 'i'iili}·:' .. ,. si ' t the 
.. .-, .. ~~b1>u:t 90 ·o~tr~ ·e she ll /rt ~;t'o~\ ~~~lJ~~~i •;Ji~ lP.Q ill ~ P8 filf 8 J~: ~--~ . -· 

11 · sIP.. Tne co ~ums nad iDeen l if?-t, ·~ .;\~ ~i cated o~ ~~ --~·~flP •, :Ip. _~_i!t:· sma 
~ aaow, nee.~ ttn:e alio~e , th _!J~,~·:w,rr~ ._-ill¥1~caiti'.o~ / tt_g:~1.- a ,Sipe ~\-:e;~e.4e 
~-~had e~ lo<ied itltere. i . fori¥ -<l:,th:e ~!P~ ¥ ~ -*~ ffiere ;~: not !11Jl8,··~~, e 
~~not:1:oeable. [ t see ne tlie.1/~ .j~ ;~ofrnad just ~:n=.~----~ipe •_ g~na~e on 
,hi m. s~ )D_8 Jl am r'Gwo pr ~el~•~rI.) v.~r.~ !l!l; .~Qut 1to~ifveet1gate in the 

'J~ '. -~ut tlius . far tlieJ" ~ .r~,e~· b~,.~-~ I~~ :1~:-1~-~.:~?<-. 
; 1~t·:'.:_,~· ·e.. Mani:nil o:ross ed~/the 'l'ake onJ1fneifev:<fning:•.of 11 December. t,::.\1~i\' lie re lat ed t~ j£911.oi,:·:. )f; : 't;:?:. · · 
·, .: ; ,;h/!*}} ( "On tlie nf~t· ~~ "tllij ;: mo~,e;1),iJ).!{i~~g.· ... wa~ shutt 'ing the . 
'/\ '!::~~J.::.!, dooi s . ot t .li:Et nl i f),j '1e:. ))~figq_µei:~i~l t'cf;the vi~lat usi~ · the 

. ; ;"· · · srtatrw ayj' wli:1:cn> ~i~~Ji~;J~!~~)Y:-t.o )'Ii~:.· :~t.h . _ Whe·~ he re ached 
·· : __ rtn:e t oi, he ne~t \,\ei ~~i,~t,!lii~l'.!~ rqa ·~ _.,wh!.re the : colwnns are, 
. --~)tllen nea r d ~~ .. q, ~a .Ilt E!~-, < ~iWh.9 i~ : ~-~ere?", and. then two 

. /;( slioit _s f r om ~~i,~~4 !'¼;li ~'t :he CQ-1~ . He steppe~ forward 
C':i.(". _ .a :t ew rnete ~ ~ ~ t;;t ~P..~! :t;!,e~ _.1,aQk~d up m~ e oo 1ainu.1ng 

· · -~: .• ·::~ e . £.~~ ~; :~,-~~t ~~tll:.~-~~-~:!l:~P~. ;aJ ~ogether) , then :he ran 
.. · t~ ; .. l~_,.);'~ ·; \,t;!Jif? !;~ill :·.li, .. ":?"eaohe~ the wall which .ru.ns 

~rou*-1 ·· -~he .. garden . As he jumped over the wall ,, he heard 
t~ j_ ·:ex,plos ion of a g:ranac(e n~ar the ehore . Bo one was on 
'the · sho~e, and he believes the attackere had also left. 
Re .pushed the boat into the water and rowed away while 
shots from the villa were being fired in the direction of 
the lake . · He feared : 'that a _mopping up op eration was under 
way; therefore , conaid·erably excited , he hee ded for the 
opposite shore of the Jake, toward Pette nasco . He ha4 
everything in the boat, except th e Major' s and Lt . Icardi's 

. packs , whioh they wore on their persons . Ha did not kmw 
where the others were at the moment of the a.ttaok . He did 
DOt see the attackers but he did hear their footsteps ." 

At this point I discontinued my inve stigations because I bad to 
go to Milano to do a:> me work. I asked SIP to oo nt inue to investigate. 

Major Holohan always wore his unif orm . He was rot fnmil io.r 
with the zone because they t ravel l e.d only at ni. ght and then only when 
he had to change refu ge s . He had most of the money belonging to the 
mis s ion on his pe rson. The _balance of the mone-.1 was carried by Lt . 
Icardi and Sgt . Lo Dolce . The major did no t speak Italian. 

/s/ Pso lo Landi 
16 D.ecember 1944 




