


4.												Can	you	confirm	the	total	£	amount	spent	on	glyphosate-based	
herbicides	by	the	council	or	its	contractors	in	2018/2019?	
Answer:	£97,448		
		
5.												What	was	the	brand	name	of	the	glyphosate-based	herbicides	used	in	
the	year	2018/2019?	
Answer:	Roseate-Roundup	Pro	Bio	-Asteroid-Duplex					
		
6.												Were	glyphosate-based	herbicides	used	on	any	playgrounds	in	the	year	
2018/2019?	
Answer:	Yes				
		
7.												Were	glyphosate-based	herbicides	used	on	any	school	grounds	in	the	
year	2018/2019?	
Answer:	Yes		
		
8.												Were	glyphosate-based	herbicides	used	on	any	housing	estates	in	the	
year	2018/2019?	
Answer:	Yes	
		
9.												Were	glyphosate-based	herbicides	used	on	any	hospital	grounds	in	the	
year	2018/2019?	
Answer:	please	refer	to	NHS	Highland	–	no	informa3on	held	by	THC	
		
10.										Were	glyphosate-based	herbicides	used	on	any	NHS	doctor	surgeries	in	
the	year	2018/2019?	
Answer:	please	refer	to	NHS	Highland	–	no	informa3on	held	by	THC	
		
11.										Were	glyphosate-based	herbicides	used	within	a	10m	radius	of	any	
playgrounds,	schools,	hospitals,	housing	estates	or	private	homes	in	the	year	
2018/2019?	
Answer:	Yes				
		
12.										Has	the	council	or	its	contractors	currently	used	any	other	herbicides	or	
methods	of	weed	killing	in	2018/2019	i.e.	not	glysophate-based?	If	yes,	what	
other	herbicides	or	methods	were	used	in	2018/2019?	
Answer:	No					
		
13.										Has	the	council	or	its	contractors	used	any	insec3cides	in	the	year	
2018/2019?	



Answer:	No				
		
14.										If	yes,	what	is	the	brand	name,	or	ac3ve	ingredient,	of	the	insec3cides	
used	in	2018/2019?	
Answer:	N/A	
		
15.										Has	the	council	or	its	contractors	used	any	fungicides	in	the	year	
2018/2019?	
Answer:	Yes				
		
16.										If	yes,	what	is	the	brand	name,	or	ac3ve	ingredient,	of	the	fungicides	
used	in	2018/2019?	
Answer:	Syngenta	Instra3a		
		
		
•	Number	of	complaints	about	weeds		
Answer:	We	are	unable	to	extract	data	about	complaints	by	Topic.	
The	public	are	encouraged	to	report	any	issues	on	this	link:	hTps://
www.highland.gov.uk/report	
		
		
•	Number	of	complaints	about	herbicide	or	pes3cide	use	Addi3onally,	please	
answer	the	following:	•	Are	there	plans	to	reduce	or	discon3nue	the	use	of	
glyphosate	and	glyphosate	based	products?	If	so,	please	detail	the	decision	
making	process	and	3mescale	of	this,	and	which	alterna3ve	forms	of	weed	
control	are	being	or	going	to	be	used.	•	What	safety	measures	are	in	place	to	
protect	the	worker	applying	the	product,	the	public,	pets,	the	environment,	and	
wildlife?	
		
Answer:		
Highland	Council	have	previously	been	using	Glyphosate-Based	Herbicides,	so	
previously	we	have	stated	that	Highland	Council	has	a	Member	approved	weed	
killing	programme	and	opera3onal	procedures	based	on	best	prac3ce,	legisla3on	
and	industry	standards.		We	weed	kill	when	there	is	no	viable	alterna3ve.		
		
•													Opera3ve	hold	appropriate	cer3fica3on	for	all	herbicide	applica3on	
•													Highland	Council	opera3ves	within	the	guidelines	of	H&S	regula3ons	
and	use	weed	killer	as	directed	by	the	manufacturer.	
•													Roundup	has	been	given	a	seal	of	approval	by	the	UK	and	European	
Union	for	use	in	Amenity	areas.	It	is	Classified	as	Non-hazardous	by	COSHH.	

https://www.highland.gov.uk/report
https://www.highland.gov.uk/report


•													Glyphosate	is	also	approved	for	use	in	dealing	with	invasive	aqua3c	
plants.	
•													Opera3ves	use	specific	nozzles	with	a	downward	ac3on	so	they	can	
pinpoint	the	applica3on.	They	do	not	blanket	spray.	
•													Roundup	biodegrades	in	the	soil	with	days.	It	dries	within	minutes	and	is	
of	nil	consequence	if	touched	when	dry.	
•													We	only	apply	glyphosate	once	in	the	year.		
		
With	limited	resources,	the	use	of	weedkilling	along	fence	lines/edge	of	
pavements	allows	for	a	larger,	quicker	machine	to	cut	grass	closer	to	these	
edges.	This	facilitates	labour	savings	and	is	safer	for	our	opera3ves.	There	is	no	
obliga3on	to	advise	of	weed	killing	taking	place	and	due	to	the	length	of	distance	
that	may	be	covered	in	one	applica3on,	it	would	be	logis3cally	impossible	to	
signpost	large	areas.	Grass	edges	and	obstacles	are	treated	with	Glyphosate	
(Roseate)	and	Flazasulfuron	(Paradise).	These	are	chemicals	that	are	not	harmful	
to	animals	or	humans	and	are	in	line	with	EU	regula3ons.	They	are	similar	
products	readily	available	for	sale	to	householders	for	use	in	their	own	
proper3es	and	gardens	and	adver3sed	as	harmless	to	animals.	
		
At	its	mee8ng	in	June	2019	the	Council	agreed	a	mo8on	to:	
a.	immediately	ban	the	use	of	weed	killing	products	containing	glyphosate	in	all	
sports	recrea3on	facili3es	/	play	grounds	and	schools;	and	
b.	prepare	a	Business	Case	for	considera3on	at	the	next	council	mee3ng	on	
op3ons	for	a	complete	ban	on	the	use	of	such	products,	except	for	invasive	
species	control	and	at	dangerous	road	junc3ons	where	its	use	will	be	risk	
assessed	on	a	case	by	case	basis.	
		
This	followed	an	earlier	decision	in	September	2018,	to	review	the	policy	on	
weed	killing.	
A	business	case	requires	considera3on	of	costs	involved.	Ini3al	work	to	iden3fy	
the	opera3onal	and	financial	implica3ons	of	alterna3ves	to	glyphosate	showed	
that	whilst	savings	could	be	realised	if	chemical	weed	control	was	stopped	or	
significantly	reduced;	there	would	be	increased	opera3onal	costs	of	the	
alterna3ves	(for	example,	steam,	foam	or	manual	weed	removal)	plus	the	cost	of	
repairing	damage	to	infrastructure	caused	by	weed	growth.	Further	work	is	
required	to	confirm	the	cost	of	all	the	op3ons	iden3fied.	
The	Council	spends	approximately	£0.5	million	per	annum	on	weed	control.	
		
Please	see	links	to	our	reports	available	to	read	online.	
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