
FDOT AVIATION GRANT PROGRAM  
FUNDING
General Aviation vs Commercial Service



The Florida Aviation 
Grant Program  
This program was 
established to fund 
projects relating to 
airport planning, capital 
improvement, land 
acquisition, and 
economic development. 

Chapter 332, Florida 
Statutes
All publicly owned Florida 
airports that are open for 
public use and included in the 
Florida Aviation System Plan 
(FASP) are eligible for state 
funding. 



WHEN THERE 
IS FAA 
PARTICIPATION For large and medium primary hub 

airports, the FAA grant covers 75 percent 
of eligible costs (or 80 percent for noise 
program implementation). For small 
primary, reliever, and general 
aviation airports, the grant covers a 
range of 90-95 percent of eligible 
costs, based on statutory 
requirements. 

90/5/5
Example – on a $1,000,000 project:

FAA would pay       $900,000
FDOT would pay                       $50,000
And Local match would be    $50,000



WHEN THERE 
IS           NO 
FAA 
PARTICIPATION

General 
Aviation 
80/20

Example – on a $1,000,000 project:
FDOT would pay                     $800,000
And Local match would be  $200,000



WHEN THERE 
IS NO FAA 
PARTICIPATION

 Under Florida Statute 332 when an 
airport becomes classified as 
commercial service by the FAA and 
subsequently by FDOT, state grants 
are reduced from 80/20 to 50/50. 

Commercial 
Service

50/50

Example – on a $1,000,000 project:
FDOT would pay                     $500,000
And Local match would be  $500,000



AIRPORT 
CLASSIFICICATIONS
 Commercial Service (CA) Airports are 

publicly owned airports that have at 
least 2,500 passenger boardings each 
calendar year and receive scheduled 
passenger service. Passenger 
boardings refer to revenue passenger 
boardings on an aircraft in service in 
air commerce whether or not in 
scheduled service. There are two 
types of commercial service airports:

 Nonprimary (having no more 
than 10,000 passenger 
boardings each year)

 Primary (having more than 
10,000 passenger boardings 
each year)





FAA CY 18 
ENPLANEMENTS

VRB had a 21.7 percent 
increase in enplanements 
to officially become a 
non-hub commercial 
service airport



QUESTIONS: 
VRB projection for Calendar Year 2019 is that they will be BELOW 
10,000 enplanements, while they were ABOVE in Calendar Year 2018. 
Will they go back to GA status? 
 No- Once a GA airport goes above 10,000 enplanements; the FAA will 

typically designate them a Primary Commercial Service airport.
 Once an airport receives the Commercial Service designation, if they then go 

back below 10,000 enplanements (but still above 2,500 enplanements), they 
will then be designated a Non-primary Commercial Service airport.

 If the next year they go below 2,500 enplanements, they will be re-
designated a GA airport.

 An airport that is designated a Commercial Service by the FAA (50/50) and 
has scheduled commercial service would revert to GA status (80/20) when 
one of two things occur:

Either the airport drops below 2500 enplanements in the prior CY, and 
the FAA re-designates the airport as GA, or the airport loses scheduled 

commercial service (the Florida Statute gives us this flexibility.)



Questions
? 

Laurie McDermott
Aviation Coordinator/Office of Modal 
Development
Florida Department of Transportation, 
District 4
3400 West Commercial Blvd
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
Tel:  (954)777-4497
Laurie.McDermott@dot.state.fl.us

Contact 
Information: 

mailto:Laurie.McDermott@dot.state.fl.us
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