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April 2, 2020
To the Honorable Governor of Maryland,

My fellow legislators and | wish to thank you for your outstanding leadership during this
unprecedented state of emergency. Marylanders are looking to you for guidance in this
challenging time. Further guidance we think is needed, when assuring the safety of Maryland’s
already vulnerable populations.

The ability of gun stores to remain open during this pandemic is worrisome for many
Marylanders. Less than two weeks ago, a long line extended outside and around the corner of a
gun store in Silver Spring. It is alarming to see Marylanders stockpiling weapons in such a state of
emergency. Maryland has seen a surge in the purchase of guns and ammunition during this time
of crisis.

Guns are not essential to solving this pandemic, nor will they make people safer. At this
time, guns are only hurting vulnerable populations- victims of domestic violence and individuals
already prone to suicide are most at risk. Marylanders are home, tensions are high, every
Marylander is eager to save lives; however, gun stores remain open creating fear for our most
vulnerable citizens.

Pursuant to Public Safety Article 14-303, you have the ability to close these stores. Should
you choose not to close gun stores, in light of the recent directive from the federal Department
of Homeland Security, we ask that you join our neighboring states and require an appointment
during limited business hours, for individuals who choose to purchase guns at this time.

The increased sales of guns in recent weeks is disturbing. Marylanders need to be
encouraged to fight this pandemic with hygiene and social distancing rather than with guns.

Sincerely Yours,
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