More Than 50 Scientists Endorse Joe Biden for President on the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day
April 21, 2020

The undersigned include Nobel Laureates; senior leaders in academia; lead authors of reports of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC); public health experts; members of the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine; and science advisors to multiple administrations of
both parties. We have made it our life’s work to advance the frontiers of scientific knowledge,
including informing society about the grave risks posed by climate change and other health and
environmental threats.

We are writing the week of the 50* Anniversary of Earth Day to endorse Joe Biden for President. Vice
President Biden has long trusted the scientific consensus on climate change and for more than thirty
years has advanced policies to support scientific research and slow climate change. As a U.S. senator, he
introduced one of the first climate change bills in 1986, promoted policies to curtail carbon emissions
as a Senator and through the Obama-Biden administration, and has committed to meet the climate
challenge with ambitious policies and urgent action as President. We are confident that, unlike
President Trump, Joe Biden will respect, collaborate with, and listen to leaders in the scientific
community and public health experts to confront the existential climate crisis and other
environmental threats.

Around the world, scientists overwhelmingly agree that greenhouse gas emissions are changing the
climate by warming global temperatures, raising sea levels, acidifying the oceans, and intensifying
droughts, wildfires, and severe storms. President Trump’s own administration released a national
climate assessment—with contributions from 300 scientists, including many of us—warning that
climate change could cost America hundreds of billions of dollars per year by the end of the century.

Regrettably, President Trump’s response to that report was: “I don’t believe it.” Worse, Trump has

repeatedly suppressed science and silenced scientists. His administration has scrubbed federal websites
of references to climate change and forced researchers to truncate forecasts from scientific models
investigating the dire consequences of climate change. He has barred widely respected scientists from
sitting on the Environmental Protection Agency’s scientific advisory board; sought to block the use of
relevant scientific research in making federal regulations; and even defunded critical research about
how high levels of pollution impact the healthy development of children.

We believe it is our solemn responsibility to inform our fellow citizens about the dangers of climate
change and about the actionable pathways to slow it. But time is running out: global emissions must
fall sharply by 2030 and swiftly reach a net-zero level thereafter to avert a climate catastrophe. Without
leadership, strong policy, global cooperation, and technological innovation, the world will not be able
to rein in runaway greenhouse gas emissions in time. Vice President Biden’s plan to address climate

change leads with science and facts and pledges U.S. leadership on climate action. By contrast,



President Trump abandoned the Paris Climate Agreement abroad and has refused to follow the
science as he dismantles nearly one hundred environmental rules and regulations at home.

Now more than ever, the United States needs a President who trusts and respects scientists and will
confront the climate crisis head on, rather than leave our children and grandchildren to suffer its
consequences. On Earth Day, we speak with one voice: we must elect Joe Biden the next president of
the United States—for all our sakes.
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