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Key findings

e  COVID-19-related disinformation continues to proliferate widely on social media, with increasing
numbers of reports highlighting direct harm to the health of citizens and public security.

e Russian official sources and state-controlled media and social media channels have been running a
coordinated campaign across EU Member States and neighbouring regions promoting false health
information and disinformation about the EU and its partners

e Reports indicate that China has continued to run a global disinformation campaign to deflectblame
for the outbreak of the pandemic and improve its international image. Both overt and covert tactics
have been observed.

¢ Disinformation networks linked to the Iranian Government have been exploiting the pandemic to
frame "the West" and attack international sanctions.

e Analysis by EEAS Stratcom and external groups shows that highly harmful disinformation about
COVID-19 is going particularly viral in smaller media markets within and outside the EU, where
tech companies face lower incentives to take adequate counter-measures.

e The EU working with international partners, both inside the EU and globally, to step up its response
to malign influence campaigns and COVID-19-related disinformation, including in the context of the
EU Rapid Alert System.
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1. Impact assessment

Despite their potentially grave impact on public health, official and state-backed
sources from Russia and — to a lesser extent — China have continued to widely target
both conspiracy narratives both at public audiences in the EU and the wider
Neighbourhood.

A growing body of evidence suggests that Covid-related disinformation can have direct
impact on public health and security.

Fresh scientific research by the University of Mainz shows how Covid-related conspiracy
theories and disinformation can adversely impact individual health behaviour'. According
to the study, beliefs that the virus is a "hoax" strongly predicates people to ignore official
health advice (such as on hand-washing and social distancing), whereas the belief that the
virus was created "purposefully by sinister forces" is associated with "overreactions" such
as hoarding.

More generally, conspiracy theories and false or misleading content about Covid-19
continue to proliferate widely on social media platforms. In an analysis covering five
European languages and Arabic, Avaaz found that "millions of Facebook users are still
being put at risk of consuming harmful misinformation on coronavirus at a large scale".
Avaaz analysed sampled content, reportedly finding that it was shared over 1.7 million
times on Facebook, and viewed an estimated 117 million times.

EEAS Stratcom conducted an additional analysis in 9 other EU and non-EU languages,
including Czech, German, Polish, Russian and Ukrainian. In all languages, false or highly
misleading content continues to go viral, even when it has been flagged by local fact-
checkers. While aggregate reach figures are impossible to calculate, it is safe to say that
respective content is reaching millions of users across the analysed language areas (content
samples in Annex 1).
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Kremlin-funded YouTube channel in
German suggesting that "the pandemic
never happened” (almost 900.000 views
and 5000 comments)

New evidence on the harmful impact of Covid-related disinformation on public health
and official crisis communication:

¢ One third of people across 6 countries (Argentina, Germany, South Korea, Spain,
the UK, and the US) say they have seen "a great deal" of false or misleading
information about COVID-19 on social media and messaging applications in the
last week (up to 15th of April)iii,

e One third of UK citizens believe that Vodka can be used as hand sanitiser, while
one fifth think the virus think the virus originated in a lab, according to a YouGov
survey dated March 30,

e According to a BBC report, in one Iranian province more people had died from
drinking industrial-strength alcohol than from COVID-19, based on a false claim
that it could protect you from the virus".

e A new survey by Pew Research Center, conducted from 10-16 March 2020, has
found that nearly a third of Americans (29%) believe that COVID-19 was “most
likely” produced in a laboratory".,

e Conspiracy theories about 5G telecommunication masts allegedly facilitating the
spread of COVID-19 led to vandalism and abuse of telecommunications staff in
several locations in the Netherlands, Belgium and the UK"!,

e Growing numbers are regularly holding illegal rallies in Berlin to protest
"vaccination terrorism" and claiming that COVID-19 is "nothing but a simple
ﬂunviii.

e According to a poll published by Slovak paper Dennik N, 67 percent of Slovak
respondent say China is helping Slovakia fight COVID-19, while less than 20
percent say the same about the European Union (conducted March 25 —26)*.

e [talian polling firm SWG finds that the share of respondents saying they considered
China as friendly to Italy went up to 52 percent in March from 10 percent in
January, while the share of respondents indicating they have trust in EU institutions
went down to 27 percent in March from 42 percent in September*.



2. State-backed influence campaigns

EEAS Stratcom continues to work with researchers, civil society and international partners
to collect evidence of state-backed disinformation campaigns around COVID-

19. All evidence is inevitably incomplete. More transparency and information-sharing by
large social media companies would help improve awareness of operations targeting the
EU and its partners.

Russia

EEAS Stratcom has assessed evidence that indicates the following:

Official Russian sources and state media continue running a coordinated campaign
with the twofold aim of undermining in the EU and its crisis response, and to sow
confusion about the origins health implications of COVID-19.

The campaign mostly builds on open source media and social media channels, with
some indications of covert behaviour.

The campaign exposes coordination across EU Member States and the wider
Neighbourhood.

Kremlin-backed disinformation on covid-19 continues to proliferate widely on
social media even if it contradicts official WHO guidance and the content policies
of social media companies.

Potential harm is assessed to be high, as conspiracy theories and false health
information have been proven to negatively impact health behaviour.

Targeting the EU

State-controlled sources targeting audiences in the EU, Eastern Partnership
countries, the Western Balkans and the MENA region continue to portray the EU
and its partners as ineffective, divided and cynical in their response to the COVID-
19. As such, the COVID-19 pandemic is repeatedly presented as a bringing about
the “death of Schengen” and an impending collapse of the EU:

Lack of solidarity may cause the end of the EU, shocking to see that Germany,
France, Netherlands, Austria did not help Italy (RT Spanish)

The EU is dead, only Russia, China and Cuba help Italy (RT France)

EU pillars of integration, including Schengen are crumbling (Sputnik Italy)
White Helmets use COVID-19 to further US coalition regime change agenda in
Syria (RT international)

HRVP Borrell's remarks about Russia and China using COVID-19 to advance their
interests were presented by RT Russian as an attempt to justify EU’s ineffective
response to the crisis.




e Pro-Kremlin actors strongly reacted to an article by La Stampa raising questions about the
Russian aid to Italy. The spokesperson of Russia’s Ministry of Defence lashed out at La
Stampa journalists with thinly veiled threats.

e A co-ordinated disinformation campaign from Russia and the Syrian regime is conducted
to discredit the latest OPCW report, while blaming the US for the lack of medical
assistance to Syrian refugees in the camps of Al Rukban and Al Hol, claiming that the US
are diverting the UN aid from Syrian refugees to terrorist groups.

e According to findings by our research partners, disinformation actors supporting pro-
Kremlin narratives are creating blogs on Western-owned servers with false information in
English, which is subsequently reprinted in Russian on news portals controlled by the
Kremlin.

Health-related disinformation

Russian state-sponsored media and related outlets continue to share misleading and
deceptive health information around COVID-19 with international audiences. Much
of this disinformation directly contradicts the WHO's official guidance, as well as the
content policies of online platforms. Nonetheless, most of the health-endangering content
EEAS Stratcom identified continues to proliferate widely on social media services such as
Twitter and Facebook. Google and other ads-delivery services continue to monetise and
incentivise harmful health disinformation by hosting paid ads on respective websites.

Disinformation around disease prevention:

The Kremlin’s disinformation efforts have a long track record® of amplifying the debate
about vaccine safety and promoting anti-vaccine messages. We see similar exploitative
efforts around the COVID-19 crisis to push false messages about vaccines. These often
involve extreme conspiracy theories alleging that governments will impose forced
mass vaccination and nano-chip implantation to establish social control, or that
vaccines are either ineffective or outright harmful. Bill Gates is a common target in
these narratives.

COVID-19 can be cured with traditional medicine instead of vaccines, but the
corporate-controlled internet says otherwise (NewsFront)

After the pandemic, a global vaccination program with toxins and DNA-altering
proteins may be forced upon the surviving population (Journal of New Eastern
Outlook)

The coronavirus pandemic may be used to introduce absolute social control through
a vaccine (Strategic Culture Foundation)

Vaccines don't heal; their production is part of the agenda for a New World Order
(South Front)

COVID-19 will allow total control of the population through forced vaccination
and chips (NewsFront Spanish)

Disinformation around COVID-19 cures:

A particularly concerning and malicious category of disinformation pertains to claims
about fake cures or treatments for COVID-19. These claims constitute a minority of the
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Covid-related disinformation output by Kremlin-linked sources, but their potential to
inflict tangible harm on people’s health should not be underestimated. Examples:

Frequent hand washing does not protect you from COVID-19 (Sputnik Germany,
RT German)

We have nothing to lose by using hydroxychloroquine to treat COVID-19 without
testing (RT English)

Zinc kills coronavirus (RT Arabic)

Western media in cahoots with Big Pharma ignore successful treatment of
COVID-19 with vitamin C in China (South Front)

Disinformation seeking to downplay the pandemic:

A final category of health-related disinformation attempts to downplay the pandemic and
suggest that it is a hoax, for example by saying that the mortality rate is exaggerated. These
messages frequently focus on attempting to undermine trust in institutions and
governments by alleging that they are using the pandemic as an excuse to exert undue
power and control over their citizens. Examples:

Coronavirus pandemic is exaggerated in order to turn countries into fascist
hygiene dictatorships (Sputnik Germany)

Governments are fiddling with the numbers to exaggerate the death toll of the
coronavirus (One World)

The COVID-19 crisis is manufactured by media (South Front)

It is too early to tell whether any extra people will die because of COVID-19 (RT
English)

Coronavirus mortality figures are insignificant (Sputnik Czech)

Examples of Google ads on Kremlin-linked disinformation websites

Pro-Kremlin disinformation website claiming that "vitamin ¢ saves lives" with a
Soundcloud ad delivered by Google (analysis by the Global Disinformation Index).

WESTERN MEDIA TALKS UP BIG PHARMA'S SEARCH FOR
CORONAVIRUS VACCINE WHILE IGNORING USE OF HIGH DOES
VITAMIN C TO SAVE LIVES IN CHINA i iz
e SHARE YOUR
- PGDCAST WITH
S o T [ [0 [ | B, [ MILLIONS

Itaty 80,580 8,215 10361 €2,013 3,612 1,333 136
Spain 04,059  +6.273 4,858 +493 9357 49,544 4,105 1,370 104
Germany y 47373 43435 285 8 5673 41415 23 585 3
Iran 32,332 *2926 2318 +s4 1,133 18821 2,893 385 28
France 20,155 1,606 4,048 2,51 3375 “7 26
Switzerland 1231 +500 207 897 11207 203 1422 24
UK 11,658 578 135 10,045 163 172 9
5. Korea 9,332 *91 139 .8 4528 4,085 59 182 3
Netherlands 8,603 172 546 12 3 £,054 761 502 2
Austiia 7.393 484 58 o 225 7110 128 821 6

Belgium 7.204 +1,049 28 60 858 6,137 90 628 25

written by Dr. Leon Tressell exclusively for SouthFront

« Clinical trials using high dose vitamin C therapy in China ignored by Western media

arins:jjadelick.g.doubleclick.netinrr; slick?xal= AKAOstiS-BUB 011877 1Xk3mvT09PAp7-hg -bx_nJFCDTEbbVORO3BLZXAIMFK UNImNIYoZ TvkZRCUZ MUBChKYBFsYUrDqdInW4oVyDNDO|BacPACGK 4 4pjBy-sm
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Kremlin-controlled outlet Sputnik Czech claiming that COVID mortality figures are
"insignificant" with an O2 ad delivered by Google.

c

& cz.sputniknews.com/nazory/2020033011735782-rocne-umira-v-cr-cca-100-000-lidi-na-koronavirus-v-breznu-dve-desitky-osob-mame-se-bat/ B & (

16:33 02. DUBNA 2020

5 Schon ab mtl.
Jetzt auch mit endlosem
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HLAVNi SVET CR vz, POLITIKA BYZNYS NAZORY LI MEDIA VIDEOKLUB

China

EEAS Stratcom has assessed evidence that indicates the following:

Continued and coordinated push by official Chinese sources to deflect any blame for the
outbreak of the pandemic

High level of coordination between different parts of the Chinese system in messaging
and amplification of messages across different languages and communication channels
Use of both overt and covert tactics

Continued assertiveness by Chinese officials, including direct targeting of the French
Government with disinformation messages

New domestic restrictions on COVID-19 related research in China

Potential harm is assessed as medium, as the larger share of Chinese propaganda and
disinformation efforts has received scrutiny in international media. However, polls in
certain countries show China is perceived as more helpful in fighting the pandemic than
the EU.

Detail:

Chinese officials and state media try to curtail any mentions of Wuhan as the origin
of COVID-19. In March, Chinese diplomats, officials and state media promoted a
conspiracy theory that tied the beginning of the outbreak in Wuhan to US military
representatives. While senior officials and diplomats seem to have stopped actively
spreading that theory*ii, at least some of the material promoting




the conspiracy is still present on state-controlled social media channels, indicating
a continued intent to spread confusion about the origin of the virus*ii,

Reports show that China has imposed restrictions on the publication of COVID- 19
research. Publication of academic research on the origin of the virus now requires
central government approval*",

Taiwan’s Ministry of Justice Investigation Bureau has claimed that over 70% of
the 271 fake news cases it has investigated originated from China*".

There is significant evidence of covert Chinese operations on social media.
ProPublica uncovered a disinformation network on Twitter involved in a
coordinated influence campaign with ties to the Chinese government®!. The
Telegraph found Chinese state media circumventing social media platforms’
political ad rules and buying advertising that praised China’s handling of the
COVID-19 crisis and attacked the US*"ii, According to the Telegraph, “the ads are
part of a worldwide propaganda campaign, coordinated across Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter and traditional media, attempting to depict China as a global
leader in the fight against Covid-19 and drown out accusations that it made the
crisis worse by trying to cover up its own outbreak.”

Formiche has found a coordinated operation of Twitter bots in Italy amplifying
messages of Chinese embassy and attacking the EUi, Thousands of tweets with
pro-China hashtags published in a two-week period in March came from bots.

The Digital Forensics Center has discovered a Serbian pro-government bot network
praising Chinese aid and Serbian-Chinese friendship on Twitter**.

A long-running Iranian disinformation network on social media has been
promoting strongly pro-China line in recent weeks according to a report by
Graphika**.

The Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) has found in their analysis of
COVID-19 disinformation®™ that “elements of China's diplomatic and state media
messaging continue to demonstrate disinformation tactics more familiar to
coordinated and persistent Russian state-sponsored disinformation. Chinese state
efforts to contest the information domain are supported by coordinated, although
not necessarily inauthentic, pro-China patriotic trolling”.

On its website, the Chinese Embassy in France criticised France’s response to the
virus. One of the posts™i included made-up allegations that French
parliamentarians, together with Taiwanese officials, used racist slurs against WHO
Director Tedros®iii,

Opinion polls in Ukraine and Slovakia have shown that China is perceived as more
helpful in the fight against COVID-19 than the EU™. A poll in Italy has shown
that for the first time Italians look more to China than to the United States as a
potential international partner**".

China’s state-owned media are stepping up their efforts in the Arabic language,
pushing their narrative and even disinformation against the US.



3. Regional and country updates

MENA and Iran

e A long-running Iranian disinformation and influence actor (known as “IUVM” -
“International Union of Virtual Media”) has used the COVID-19 crisis to spread
messages blaming the US for their sanctions on Iran and praising the role of the
Iranian regime and China**"i,

e There is a trilateral convergence of disinformation narratives between Iran, Russia
and China that are being multiplied in a co-ordinated manner, particularly on the
origins of the virus (“it is a biological weapon created in the US to bring their
opponents down’’) and on the response (“we are doing much better than the West”).
On sanctions, Iranian leaders —amplified by Russian media— continue calling for
the lifting of US sanctions against Iran claiming that they are undermining the
country’s humanitarian and medical response to Covid-19. This is part of a wider
Russian, Iranian and Chinese convergence calling for a lifting of sanctions
worldwide (Russia, Iran, Syria, Venezuela). In the case of Syria, Covid- 19 is used
to reinforce an anti-EU narrative that claims the EU is perpetrating an “economic
war” on Syria.

e Information warfare and the use of spyware are increasing with actors in the MENA
region using Covid-19 to launch information operations against their rivals (IR/US;
UAE/MO) and impose legally or not spyware technologies on their citizens (EG,
SY). Beyond MENA actors, China’s state-owned media are stepping up their
efforts in the Arabic language, pushing their narrative and even disinformation
against the US.

e Anti-sanction narratives (IR, SY) are gaining traction: in Iran, with a harsher tone
vis-a-vis the US; in Syria, with the regime mobilising ‘civil society’ and
international pro-Assad multipliers for a more emotional tone.

e Journalists and activists have been continuously targeted across the region (DZ,
KSA, JO, 1Q, EG): in Algeria, with continued arrests of journalists, Hirak activists
and blocked access to independent online media (RadioM, Maghreb Emergent,
Interlignes) on alleged grounds from authorities of ‘foreign funding’; in KSA, with
blocked access to Turkish media (Anadolu Agency and TRT Arabic); in Jordan,
with TV presenters arrested for reporting on lack of jobs and money in households
under curfew; in Iraq, with the licence of the Reuters news agency being suspended
after it published a story saying the number of confirmed Covid-19 cases in the
country was higher than the official numbers, which echoes the case of the
Guardian reporter who was expelled last month from Egypt after a similar story.

e False cures continue to be a fertile ground for disinformation with Iranian
authorities publicising a new device able to detect Covid-19.



Turkey

Russia

Anti-EU narratives have been instrumentalised by pro-government media,
politicians and opinion makers to cluster nationalist feelings and to amplify the
government narrative/ campaign of “We don’t need anybody”.

Pro-government media and actors dedicated disproportionate attention to minor
events in the European actuality to increase the idea of a weak and disintegrating
EU, against the background of a strong Turkey, where the crisis is much better
handled and where there is even room to provide solidarity to other countries in the
world (notably the Western Balkans, the EU and other countries like Armenia,
Israel...)

All this happened in a context of a strong dominance of pro-government outlets in
the media and information environment. Both restrictive measures to silence
critical voices and peer-copying in an environment where pro-government voices
dominate outlets, facilitated a wider reception of pro-government narratives, which
attempted to downplay concerns and fears on the impact of COVID-19 in Turkey.

As the COVID-19 situation on the ground becomes worse in Russia, reporting on
state-controlled media is generally getting more sober. Nevertheless there are still
occasional examples of conspiracy theories aired, e.g. that COVID-19 is a US tool
to control the world (state TV Rossiya 1, April 6). Overall, the Kremlin is
experiencing the shortcomings of its own disinformation ecosystem, which
normally supported its policies. As Russia is affected by the pandemic, domestic
audiences cannot be easily fed distracting disinformation as in previous cases
(MH17; Skripal poisoning).

China / world

Research by the NCRI*Vil documented a growth of conspiracy theories presenting
COVID-19 as China’s biological weapon, and weaponisation of these narratives to
fuel Sinophobia. Sinophobic and COVID-19 related memes are circulating on
4Chan, where derogative English language terms for the Chinese have been used
increasingly in tandem with the word “virus”. Conspiracies explicitly linking
Sinophobic sentiment and COVID-19 are surfacing on other social media platforms
as well, such as Twitter and Reddit, suggesting that weaponised information moves
from marginal into mainstream communities.

Western Balkans

The COVID-19 pandemic dominated the information space, both when it came to
factual info and disinformation. The governments of Montenegro and North
Macedonia were accused in media of using coronavirus-related restrictions to
undermine the Orthodox Church. Tense relations between Montenegro and Serbia
were also much in evidence in pandemic-related content. 5G conspiracy theories
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found a fertile ground in the Western Balkans, where on social media and online
news portals disinformation was spread that the 5G networks have caused the
coronavirus.

It is assessed that negative narratives framing the understanding of the EU and EU-
WB relations will continue to appear, although factual reporting about the arrival
of EU assistance has acted as a counterweight to anti/negative EU narratives across
the region, in Serbia and BiH included, despite strong presence of pro China and to
a less extent pro Russia narratives in Serbia. Specifically for Montenegro,
controversy over the role of the Serbian Orthodox Church is expected to continue
as a topic attracting elements of disinformation.
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Annex 1: Examples of health-related disinformation on Facebook and
YouTube

Czechia

Post on a public Facebook page claiming Bill Gates and globalists use coronavirus to
"compulsively vaccinate and microchip people". We must not allow vaccination against COVID-
19 to be mandatory and must be avoided at all costs. It's a way to chip and watch us all. Bill
Gates has been trying to do this for a long time and that is the reason why he donated so much
money to develop the vaccine.

9 April at 13:44 - ©

V Roce 2011 jsem rapoval v songu Az se na3e déti vzbudi a Otevii Svou
Mysl, Ze plan elit je ofipovat lidstvo a Ze Bill Gates to chce délat skrze
vakciny.

- Ted svoje plany zverejnili

CORONA VIRUS CHCOU VYUZIT K DALSIM OMEZENIM A JEJICH CiL JE
OCIPOVANE CELE LIDSTVO. Ve Svédsku je uZ ofipovanych 5000 lidi

Podepis tuto petici proti Cipovani lidi

See Translation

CHANGE.ORG

Sign the Petition

Stop I1D2020

QOe® 12 61 comments 49 shares
o) Like (J Comment /> Share
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Georgia
Post in a Facebook group claiming that 5G causes COVID-19 (800 engagements, 350 shares)

Post and link on a public page suggesting that apple vinegar and iodine can cure the virus (1200

interactions)

@==

3M6B306wLobias 3580l IB>MGO s OMEO EIZNEIZN - Ao 94083dol

ARg39%0

HOTNEWS.GE
306mB53060bobyst 353¢ol dd>GO S 0MEO EIZOFIZ -
o 96go §joddob Ghgagdo
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Germany

Kremlin-funded Youtube channel in German suggesting that "the pandemic never happened"
(almost 900.000 views and 5000 comments)

Pl o) 0:00/2433

Post and link by Kremlin-owned Sputnik Deutschland suggesting that washing hands is
ineffective to prevent infection (119 Interactions, 38 Comments, 120 Shares)

@ Sputnik Deutschland il
28 March at 11:49 - @
Alternative zur Handedesinfektion?
#covid19

DE.SPUTNIKNEWS.COM

,Handewaschen bringt gar nichts": Hygienearzt kritisiert
MaBnahmen zum Schutz vor Covid-19

Qe 49 38 comments 14 shares

14



Kosovo

Post on a public page claiming that the pandemic is part of a three-stage process aimed to reduce
the global population to under 500 million.

COVID-19 NUK EKZISTON
COVID-19 ESHTE NJE GENJESHTER

S KA MUNDESI?
11, dhe 14 me thpesh 10 périertet. q mé shume do ta

2]

QELLIMIFINAL: Popullsia e botés té mbahet nén 500,000,000,

Most relevant
65 others like this.

55 shares

© romistrion | popullsisé ne kohd reale
o 80 16 ket & GNENA 16 S4E2 Do dentiletin, vendndodhjen dhe grendjen fizike e G
o ot

Identif B te i v eve uhet

€10 00 reakrohet NAPAITHet INERTIAE t8 RaNOteRnORIGNe, elebtionibe mikrothopine ne
ndrad
Injektimi | nanoteknologisé ks Wkiar o vtin 1997, dhe behet nepermiet vaksinave

pée dentitetin, pendjen fuike te (o indind) me
o ¢ 1) nepde

Ka shume shkrime
fallco thuhet ketu ne Gjermani,duhet pasur
kujdes, cfare lexon

Te dhenat pér gdo

e ™ trupn o ndnida dhe

#1hte né grendje 18 A0 sémundje 0w vdedje te menjehershme

a1 ate: -
Foabond 3d

deblarun hapur Wdhjen @ trurt me intelgencen Artificiale
Kur trurd y1 th Bdhet me Intebgencen Artifciale. (o ahew por 1o "
vetém fuikisht por edhe me mendimet e tua

O zoti im na mbroj nga qdo e

_ o —-“:--— Ao b qeveritd, “z::':" keqge ge mund ta kemi prej gjdo gjallese ne
tokuicitetit. ket dynja

Glark mund té bish? C‘_T\ 4d

Ruaj sovranitetin tind 8 trupin tind. o At View 10 more comments

sothm.

e e

i 1.
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Moldova

YouTube video distributed on a public Facebook page claiming that herpes kills COVID-19.

13 aprilie 1a 14:25 - §

lepnec ybusaeT kopoHaeupyc!

i
YOUTUBE.COM

Fepnec y6ueaer COVID 19! Afla mai multe
Nexapcteom ot COVID 19 BO3MOXHO RBNAETCA BUPYC

Q=017 10 comentarii 25 distribuir

Post on a public page claiming that covid-19 is a pretext to secretly installing 5G networks
(when people are "at home")

O I - 20 5 comentarii 10 distribuir

" imi place () comenteaza @ Distribuie
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Poland

Public post claiming covid-19 is a bioweapon, just like HIV and SARS

March 16 - @

Cala akcja byta zaplanowana ! To bron biologiczna SARS + HIV + Koronawirus a
chorych w naszych szpitalach jest duzo wiecej niz podaja..

Co sie tu stato Alex, to to, ze naukowcy z Wuhan wzieli wirusa SARS z
Pétnocnej Karoliny ze wzmocniong funkcja dziatania (aktywujacq m:in.
mutacje), ktory juz sam w sobie jest bronig biologiczng ...

M.CDA.PL
Koronawirus. Wyprodukowany w USA i Chinach. (zaprojektowania
bron biologiczna)

Os% 23 41 Comments 8 Shares

Public post and link promoting a "widely available medicine" that can "cure covid in 48 hours"

i 36,6 TVN ,
YV April10at 928 AM - Q

Ogodlnodostepny lek, ktéry moze zatrzymac wirus SARS-CoV-2 w 48
godzin!
#koronawirus #covid19 #leknakoronawirusa

ZDROWIE.TVN.PL
Lek na wszy zwalczy wirusa SARS-CoV-2 w 48 godzin
Iwermektyne, a wiec popularny lek na wszy, swierzb i inne pasozyty...

“® 68 6 Comments 39 Shares
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Russia

Public video claiming that 5G caused the covid pandemoic (130 000

. 54:29 (W 3 of

o Hpasurcs () Kommentuposate £ Mopenuteca @ v+
@ PARAZIT 8 Noanucarsca
Qi 14oc.  KommenTapun: 253 Mopenmauce: 3 Thic

oCMOTY ) 8 Bockpecense - Q

LWok & KopoHaBupyc —5G —BakuuHbl

views)

Public post sharing a link to an article spreading a conspiracy theory that Bill Gates is developing
a vaccine against COVID-19 with the aim of establishing global "biological programming" (584)

i Colo3 NpaBocnasHbiX XXypHanucTtos - CIK son
Sanpenae 14:11-Q

Bunn reiTc 3asBun, YTO OYEHb CKOPO NOABUTCS BaKLMHa OT
KOpOHaBMpYycCa, KOTopas [0/1XHa CTaTb o6s3aTenbHoi Ans Bcex. YT1o ato
- cnaceHue s YenosevecTsa UM HeuTo apyroe?
http://tinyurl.com/sl7wsse

MepernaHyTv nepeknag

SPZH.NEWS

BakuuHa oT KopoHaBupyca unu 6uonoruyeckoe nporpammMHoe
obecneyeHune?

Qo.i,,i‘ 31 KommeHTapuu: 61 MNoaenunuce: 584
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Serbia

Public post in Serbian claiming that Covid is "the biggest lie in history" (700.000 views)

‘ 17 April at 19:54 - ©
COVID 19 NAJVECA LAZ U HISTORUI
Covid 19 biggest lie in history

¥ - Hide original - Rate this translation

OG 1K 11 comments 25K shares
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Ukraine

Post on a public page claiming that Covid-19 can be cured with lemon and baking soda and that
in Israel there are no deaths caused by the virus, thanks to this recipe.

NORWONOUMBIIOTD INMYHMY CHCTEMY, TAK R, KOM HACTAE M,
1 im0 2547 - @ CHETEMA CTAE KMENOKD | PIBEHD 3AXHCTY SHILKYETBCA.

Komen & 13paini BHOW BrNMBAE UBLIKY FAPANOI BOZK 3 AVMOHOM |

- — MEBEAVKON XA THO XAPUOBO! COAM, OCKINBIN A0BEAL10, O ue
ohrsac pipyc,
Y i N i * ROCAUDKEHHA: XYPHAN BIPONOIIL KBITEHD 1991 poxy,
43 CTOPIHKA 1916 *
A : COIIA Be, WO HaM NOTPISHO IPOBKTI, LOG NEPEMOITY BIPYC KOPOHH,

mom Mt NOBKHHI NPUAMATE SiABLUE AyaHIX NPOAYKTIE, AKI SHAXOAATRCA
§i B pisna pH eipycy.

lesx 3 s

Nson = 9.9pH

Naim - 820H

— o Aroxazo - 156 pu
Crenan Bopucasscoxni » Mosactmpincexa - il Pianmi Kpai i
Grovp Yacwrx - 13.2pH
31 Oepernn 0 1241 - O Manro - 87pM
B I3PAINI HEMAE CMEPTI BLA COVIDLS Mamaapym - 8.5pH
Byno madaeno Aixu eia sipycy COVID19 360 cnocié foro Ananac - 12,7 pw
YOyHEHHA Kys6a5a - 22.7 pw
* Peuent npocrvd * 3el2K0 Bt IHBETE, IO Y BAC € KOPOHIBIPYC?
L* Mwwscm * 1. Ceepbaaua o ropai,
2.* BixapSonar * 2. Cywicre 6 ropai,
Suiwydte | nrdTe AK rapRUMi Wil KOXEN ACHS, AIR AVMOND 3 3, Cynwid Kawens.
FAPANOKD XIPUOBOIO COAOKD WErAPMO BEMBAE BIpyYC NOBMICTIO
EHBOAATS POTO 3 OPranisuy. LU 483 KOMNOMEHTY Omxe, 2au0 Bt 3aypaxouiv Wi Tpi pevil, TPeS) WEHAKO B3ATH
NOALIOAOHIEAIOTS INYHIY CHCTEMY, TAK 3K, KOAM HACTAE Ky Tapavy SORY | T
-~
L}

(b 3 2 comments 76 shares

o Like &> Share

Post and link on a public page claiming that a cure for Covid-19 has been found in Italy (3983
interactions, 281 comments, 1754 shares.)

HoBuHm Ykpaitu 1a csity -
7 21 6epeann 022:44-Q
Bce ! B Itanii 3Ha/wWwam Aiku BiA KOPOHABIPYCY, Pe3yNbTaT BPaXxarTb:
noapoéuui...

PRESENTNEWS.BIZUA

Bce ! B Itanii 3Haiwam niku Bia KOpoHaBipycy, pesynbTati
BpaXaroTb: noapobui...

003 980 147 xomeHTapis 1 TMC. nowupeHs

o) Noaobaerbea (J Komentysatn /> Share
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Annex 2: Examples of health-related disinformation by Kremlin-linked

sources on Facebook, Twitter and Google

Collection of health-related claims indicating whether they have been present on social
media platforms (TW=Twitter, FB=Facebook, Rdd=Reddit) on 19 April 2020. If at least

one post linking to the original link of the claim was found on 19 April 2020, it is marked

with a “1” in this table, otherwise it is marked with a “0”. If the original link of the claim
also featured ads served by Google, it is also marked in the table with a “1”, otherwise a

66037'
id | Article original link TW | FB | Rdd | Google ads
After the pandemic, a global vaccination program
with toxins and DNA-altering proteins may be
forced upon the surviving population (Journal of
New Eastern Outlook) journal-
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/bill-gates-rockefeller- | neo.org/2020/04
and-co-aspire-to-a-population-reduction-the- /06/corona-the-
1 | survivors-will-be-poisoned-with-vaccines/ aftermath 1 1 0 0
wWwWw.strategic-
The coronavirus pandemic may be used to culture.org/news
introduce absolute social control through a /2020/04/02/gro
vaccine (Strategic Culture Foundation) und-control-
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/is-the-pandemic- planet-
used-to-introduce-absolute-social-control/ lockdown-only-
2 test 1 1 1 0
COVID-19 vaccines will lead to full spectrum
dominance by the deep state (NewsFront Spanish)
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/covid-19-vaccines- ,
ill-lead-full-spectrum-dominance-deep-dark- | DpS//esnews-
will-lead-full-spectrum-dominance-deep-dark- front.info/2020/
state/ . . 03/25/coronavir
COVID-19 vaccines are a big pharma fraud led by | = 5.
) : us-covid-19-la-
Bill Gates (NewsFront Spanish) 1
. . ucha-por-una-
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/coronavirus-
. . : cura-una-
vaccines-big-pharma-fraud-bill-gates/ oantesca-
COVID-19 can be cured with traditional medicine | &5 o oot
. . estafa-
instead of vaccines, but the corporate-controlled £ .
. . armaceutica-
internet says otherwise (NewsFront) de-occidente/
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/traditional-medicine- | —
heal-coronavirus-corporate-controlled-internet-
3 | wont-let-you-know/ 0 1 0 1
https://southfron
Vaccines don't heal; their production is part of the | t.org/covid-19-
agenda for a New World Order (South Front) the-fight-for-a-
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/vaccines-dont-heal- cure-one-
their-production-is-part-of-the-agenda-for-a-new- | gigantic-
world-order/ western-
5 pharma-rip-off 1 1 0 1
COVID-19 will allow total control of the https://es.news-
population through forced vaccination and chips front.info/2020/
(NewsFront Spanish) 03/13/1a-
6 | https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/covid-19-will-allow- | pandemia-del- 1 1 0 1
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total-control-population-forced-vaccination-chips/

coronavirus-
covid-19-€l-
verdadero-
peligro-es-la-
agenda-id2020/

Frequent hand washing does not protect you from
COVID-19 (Sputnik Germany, RT German)
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/covid-19-washing-
hands-is-useless/

https://de.sputni
knews.com/gese

1Ischaft/2020032
8326714374-
haendewaschen-
bringt-gar-
nichts--
hygienearzt-
kritisiert-
massnahmen-

zum-schutz-vor-
covid-19/

Frequent hand washing does not protect you from
COVID-19 (Sputnik Germany, RT German)
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/covid-19-frequent-
hand-washing-does-not-protect-you-from-covid-
19/

https://deutsch.rt
.com/internation
al/99601-arzt-
haeufiges-
haendewaschen-
rettet-sie-nicht-
unbedingt-vor-
corona/

—

We have nothing to lose by using
hydroxychloroquine to treat COVID-19 without
testing (RT English)
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/we-have-nothing-to-
lose-by-using-hydroxychloroquine-to-treat-covid-
19/

https://www.rt.c

om/op-
ed/484102-

raoult-
chloroquine-
coronavirus-
treatment/

Zinc kills coronavirus (RT Arabic)
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/zinc-kills-
coronavirus/

https://arabic.rt.
com/health/1100

220-
%D8%B7%D8
%A8%D9%8A
%D8%A8%D8
%A9-
%D8%B1%D9
%88%D8%B3%
D9%8A%D8%
A9-
%D8%B4%D9
%87%D9%8A
%D8%B1%D8
%A9-
%D8%AA%DI
%83%D8%B4%
D9%381-
%D8%B3%D8
%B1-
%D8%AT7%D9
%84%D9%85%
D9%86%D8%A
7%D8%B9%D8
%A9-
%D8%B6%D8
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Y%AF-
%D9%83%D9
%88%D8%B1%
D9%88%D9%8
6%D8%A7/

—

Western media in cahoots with Big Pharma ignore
successful treatment of COVID-19 with vitamin C
in China (South Front)
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/coronavirus-western-
media-in-cahoots-with-big-pharma-ignore-
successful-treatment-with-vitamin-c-in-china/

https://southfron

t.org/western-
media-talks-up-
big-pharmas-
search-for-
coronavirus-
vaccine-while-
ignoring-use-of-
high-does-
vitamin-c-to-
save-lives-in-
china/

Coronavirus pandemic is exaggerated in order to
turn countries into fascist hygiene dictatorships
(Sputnik Germany)
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/coronavirus-
pandemic-is-exaggerated-in-order-to-turn-
countries-into-fascist-hygiene-dictatorships/

https://de.sputni
knews.com/gese

lIschaft/2020041
0326866829-
corona-krise-
medien-kritik-
medizinjournalis
t/

—

The campaign predicting hundreds of thousands
of deaths by COVID-19 is a lie (South Front)
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/the-campaign-
predicting-hundreds-of-thousands-of-deaths-by-
covid-19-is-a-lie/

https://southfron
t.org/fake-
coronavirus-
data-fear-
campaign-
spread-of-the-
covid-19-
infection/

Governments are fiddling with the numbers to
exaggerate the death toll of the coronavirus (One
World) https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/governments-
are-fiddling-with-the-numbers-to-exaggerate-the-
death-toll-of-the-coronavirus/

http://oneworld.

press/?module=
articles&action=

view&id=1388

—

The COVID-19 crisis is manufactured by media
(South Front) https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/the-
covid-19-crisis-is-manufactured-by-media-and-
might-lead-to-the-breakup-of-russia/

https://southfron
t.org/while-the-
world-is-in-
disarray-covid-
19-is-breaking-
up-russia/

COVID-19: A large-scale sociological experiment
to see how much repression the people will accept
(South Front) https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/covid-

https://southfron
t.org/coronaviru

s-hype-how-far-
can-

19-a-large-scale-sociological-experiment-to-see- p—p_p_gzg_—mm -
1 how-much-repression-the-people-will-accept/ before-it-
7 backfires/
It is too early to tell whether any extra people will 2;[;/2 //_WWW fLe
die because of COVID-19 (RT English) ed/ 48145 48-
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/it-is-too-early-to-tell- | —
. . coronavirus--
1 whgther—any—extra—people—wﬂl—dle—because—of— conle-dic-
g | covid-19/ outcome/
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https://cz.sputni
knews.com/nazo

ry/20200330117
Coronavirus mortality figures are insignificant 35782-rocne-
(Sputnik Czech) umira-v-cr-cca-
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/coronavirus- 100-000-lidi-na-
mortality-figures-are-insignificant/ koronavirus-v-
breznu-dve-

desitky-osob-
9 mame-se-bat/ 1 1 0

—

total 16 17 2
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! https://psyarxiv.com/ye3ma/

ii https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/facebook coronavirus misinformation/

iii https://www.politico.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Navigating-the-Coronavirus-
infodemic.pdf?utm source=POLITICO.EU&utm campaign=66ec24c50f-
EMAIL CAMPAIGN 2020 04 15 05 0l&utm medium=email&utm term=0 10959edeb5-66ec24c501-

190134993

¥ https://yougov.co.uk/topics/health/articles-reports/2020/03/30/covid-19-bogus-claims-fool-britons

¥ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-51984399/page/3

Vi https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/08/nearly-three-in-ten-americans-believe-covid-19-was-
made-in-a-lab/

vid https:/www.ft.com/content/1eeedb71-d9dc-4b13-9b45-

fcb7898ae9e1?desktop=true&segmentld=7c8f09b9-9b61-4fbb-9430-
9208a9e233c8#myft:notification:daily-email:content

viii

https://amp.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/kritik-an-corona-massnahmen-das-steckt-hinter-der-
querfrontdemonstration-in-berlin/25752958.html? twitter impression=true

ix

https://dennikn.sk/1830536/fakty-vs-dojmy-ako-slovensku-realne-pomahaju-rusko-cina-a-europska-
unia/?ref=mpm

* https://formiche.net/2020/04/cina-usa-sondaggio-swg-casini-ventura/

X https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6137759/

Xihttps://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Chinese-diplomat-backpedals-on-blaming-US-for-
coronavirus

Mii https://youtu.be/d1Gj1RAUHUM

Xiv

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/11/china-clamping-down-on-coronavirus-research-
deleted-pages-suggest

*v https://focustaiwan.tw/cross-strait/202004080010

i https://www.propublica.org/article/how-china-built-a-twitter-propaganda-machine-then-let-it-loose-on-
coronavirus
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xvil

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/2020/04/05/china-floods-facebook-instagram-undeclared-
coronavirus-propaganda/

xviil https://formiche.net/2020/03/china-unleashed-twitter-bots-covid19-propaganda-italy/

XX https://dfcme.me/en/dfc-finds-out-a-botnet-arrived-in-serbia-along-with-coronavirus/

** https://graphika.com/reports/irans-iuvm-turns-to-coronavirus/

Xxi https://www.aspi.org.au/report/covid-19-disinformation

xxii http://www.amb-chine.fr/fra/zfzj/t1768712.htm

xxii https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france-china/outraged-french-lawmakers-
demand-answers-on-fake-chinese-embassy-accusations-idUSKCN21X30C;

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/15/france-summons-chinese-envoy-after-coronavirus-slur

XXiV

https://dennikn.sk/1830536/fakty-vs-dojmy-ako-slovensku-realne-pomahaju-rusko-cina-a-europska-
unia/; https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poll-says-over-40-of-ukrainians-support-introduction-of-
tougher-quarantine.html

XXV

https://atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/polls-show-concerning-effect-of-chinese-coronavirus-
charm-offensive-in-italy/

xxvi hitng://www.graphika.com/reports/irans-iuvm-turns-to-coronavirus/

xxvii

https://ncri.io/reports/weaponized-information-outbreak-a-case-study-on-covid-19-bioweapon-myths-
and-the-asian-conspiracy-meme/
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