








Sign the Ballot Initiative 81 PetitionFAQ

Paid for by the Campaign to Decriminalize Nature DC, Adam Eidinger, Treasurer. 2448 Massachusetts Ave. NW. Washington, DC 20008
A copy of our report is !led with the Director of Campaign Finance of the District of Columbia Board of Elections

We need this petition back by May 31st at the latest!
The success of Ballot Initiative 81 is in your hands.

Please mail your petition back to us immediately.

Questions? Visit www.DecrimNatureDC.org/petition or call 202-733-4640

What are you asking me to sign?
 Enclosed with this letter is an o"cial petition from the DC Board of Elections for Initiative 81. Every registered DC   
 voter can sign the petition. We are asking that you have every DC voter in your household sign the petition   
 and send it back to us by May 31st.

Why are you asking me to sign?
 If at least 30,000 DC voters sign this petition by July 6, 2020, then voters will have the opportunity to vote for   
 Initiative 81 in DC’s general election on Tuesday, November 3, 2020.

What is the Campaign to Decriminalize Nature DC? 
 The Campaign to Decriminalize Nature DC is a political campaign organized by DC residents seeking to lower the  
 law enforcement priorities for entheogenic plant medicines such as mushrooms, cacti, iboga containing plants,   
 and/or DMT-containing plants and preparations, such as Ayahuasca. Signing and mailing back this petition is   
 the !rst step towards ensuring safe and equitable access for all people to entheogenic plants and fungi.   
 The campaign was launched in December 2019 when Melissa Lavasani !led a voter initiative with the DC Board of  
 Elections titled the “Entheogenic Plant and Fungus Policy Act of 2020,” which is also known as Initiative 81.

What is an Entheogen?
 An entheogen is a plant medicine that helps people to reconnect to nature and their deeper authentic selves,   
 process di"cult and traumatic emotions and experiences, and break destructive patterns of thought and
 behavior. Entheogens are naturally occurring and have been consumed for millennia by humans. In many cultures  
 they are sacred and some entheogens are already recognized as such by existing U.S. law.
 
Does the Initiative Legalize or Reduce Penalties for Entheogens?
 No. The Campaign to Decriminalize Nature DC simply seeks to have the Metropolitan Police Department make   
 entheogens among their lowest law enforcement priorities and codify a non-binding public call upon the DC   
 Attorney General and U.S. Attorney for DC to cease prosecution of criminal charges involving entheogens.. 

Entheogenic plants and fungi have profound medical and social bene!ts.
 Leading medical research facilities, such as Johns Hopkins, New York University, UCLA and the Imperial College in  
 London, have clinically demonstrated that the use of psilocybin (the active ingredient in entheogenic   
 mushrooms) has signi!cant healing outcomes for individuals su"ering from addiction, depression, and   
 terminal illness. Although lowering the enforcement priority does not change the status of entheogens in the   
 District of Columbia, it does raise awareness about bene!cial, clinical applications of these substances. Some of   
 the DC residents currently bene!ting from entheogens include: mothers su#ering from postpartum depression,   
 veterans su#ering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), and patients in end-of-life care.

Public support is growing and Washington, DC should lead
 The cities of Denver, Oakland and Santa Cruz have all recently enacted policies lowering the enforcement priority  
 for entheogens. Dozens more cities and states are also considering these reforms, including Chicago and the state  
 of Oregon. 

You can read the text of the ballot initiative online at www.DecrimNatureDC.org/Ballot-Initiative




